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Breathing a sigh of relief

It would be remiss indeed to let the occasion of the no-dump
deal between Halton Hills and United Aggregates Limited
(UAL) pass without comment. It is probably the best news
we've had both fiscally and environmentally in many, many
moons.

The deal was announced by an obviously elated Mayor
Marilyn Serjeantson at a press conference last week following i
a week of educated rumors about the possibility. Four parties | [
were involved including the Town, Halton Region and their
protagonists, United Aggregates and Reclamation Systems
Incorporated (RSI).

T'he mayor revealed that in return for RSI dropping plans
for a dump in the mined-out section of the Acton quarry and
preventing anyone else from ever developing one, the Town
will not try to recoup any of the large amounts of money spent |
fighting the proposal. The deal also encompassed an agree- |
ment that the Town will not object to a proposed amendment |
to the Niagara Escarpment Act exempting UAL from the need
for a development permit to quarry on the south side of 22
Sideroad (Regional Road 43).

A master plan land use study will also be prepared with
UAL funds for an appropriate use for the mined-out quarry,
which the Town can purchase for a nominal fee.

It would be difficult not to feel a sense of satisfaction over '
the deal after a decade of wrangling and legal fees, even
though it must still be approved by the Consolidated Hearing
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Hills Audit Committee, I am writ-
ing in response to the letter which
you published on Aug. 7, from Mr.
Bill Hyde. In his letter, Mr. Hyde
responded to an article which was
recently published in The Georget-
own Gemini concerning statistical
information compiled by Town-
track, a firm with which Mr. Hyde s
associated. At this time, I wish to
offer some additional information.

First, I wish to point out that Ms.
Nancy Bardecki, referred to by Mr.
Hyde as the Finance Director, is a
senior staff member with the Pro-
vincial Ministry of Municipal Af-
fairs, and not an employee of the
Town of Halton Hills. In taking ex-
ception to her comments, Mr. Hyde
has left the impression that her com-
ments were made to defend the Town
of Halton Hills, in particular. This is
clearly not the case.

Also, I wishto provide some clari-
fication regarding Mr. Hyde’s state-
ment that the Town of Halton Hills
increased Town staff salaries by 7.8
per cent per annum for the years
1988 to 1993, these increases did

notably the introduction of the Em-
ployer Health Tax, increased the
total annual salary and benefit cost
for the municipality.

Finally, I agree with Mr. Hyde’s
statement that benchmarking and
performance are important tools
which should be used to measure
efficiency and effectiveness in the
municipal sector. In fact, it should
be noted that the provincial govern-
ment also agrees with Mr. Hyde, as
it has included language within the
new Municipal Savings and Restruc-
turing Act. While the format of this
required information has not yet
been provided, it is expected that
the results will be readily compara-
ble among municipalities.

In conclusion, I can assure Mr.
Hyde that the Town is always inter-
ested in finding ways to operate
more efficiently and effectively.
Measuring our performance against
that of other similar municipalities
will certainly help us to identify
ways in which or efficiency and
effectiveness can be improved even
more.
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Although Halton Hills has agreed not to try and recover the
bundle of cash spent fighting the RSI proposal, as the mayor
states the new deal is a “win-win” situation. Garbage is out,
Jobs are saved and it seems UAL has adopted a new attitude
towards the feelings of townspeople. The rub is that the Town
had to spend so much taxpayers’ money opposing a project
that clearly desecrated the Escarpment and posed a potential
danger to our water aquifers.

We are pleased that UAL has also recognized the
importance of rehabilitating the mined out quarry. Those who
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