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Remembrance Day

By Com. Dave Burgess, M.C.,
Dominion President, Canadian Legion, B. E. S. L.

The conscience of Canada is contained in the poppy.

Actually, it's only a piece of fabric. But it symbolizes
sacrifice, courage and hope. Above all it symbolizes Remem-
brance. Each year over 512 million of them bloom in Canada.
They become the persistent recurring voice of conscience
which reminds us of our debt to the dead and our duty to
the living. Who can look at the poppy without questioning
whether or not he is repaying that debt to the dead’

Obviously it is impossible to fully repay this debt. But
how can we repay it even in part? A man dies on the battle-
field at the peak of youth, in superb physical and mental
condition; a man who otherwise had a world to win. But the
man dies and a thousand dreams die with him, and the light
of hope goes out back home. How does anybody repay such
a sacrifice even in part?

On November 11th our conscience must stand trial be-
fore a jury of the fallen. The question at issue must be: have
we kept faith with those who died in our every day life?

It is one thing to stand bareheaded at a cenotaph for
two minutes of silence on each November 11th. But how are
we to-ensure that the deeds of the dead will not completely
mock our words? | would like to quote from an editorial
published by the Legion headquarters:

“Last November | stood at a war memorial, feeling sick
of heart, hypocritical and afraid. We were dangerously close
to a third world war — perhaps the last. There was much
brave talk, many itchy trigger-fingers and an exceedingly
grave situation.

“Beyond the morning coats, the uniforms, the wreaths
and the monument, | saw another procession of men. | saw
men like my father at a place called Passchendale. |'ve made
a point of learning to spell that name because two square
miles of land cost us 16,404 casualties there. And there were
other places which don’t even have a name, like the 3,000
yards where Canada suffered 24,029 casualties in moving some
forgotten front 4,000 yards. That works out to more than six
casualties a yard.

"l wondered how they were responding to the nation’s
two-minute tribute. -

"After Dieppe, in 1942, 1| talked to a life-long friend
who led a platoon in the assault. Within minutes of hitting
the beach, he was cut down and his platoon was almost com-
pletely wiped out. He was unconscious when somebody dragged
him to a boat, After months in a hospital, his speech was still
labored and he suffered from amnesia. But he was one of
the lucky ones. They left 3,369 of their 5,000-man force on
that beach. .

“The engagement at Dieppe never did make much sense.
But last November, in the shadow of a third war, it became
as meaningless as the storming of some castle in feudal times.

“Beyond the monument, | saw another life-long friend.
He had sat impatiently in England for four years. He finally
went into action on D-day, and was killed on D-Day plus two.

“Above the sombre clouds which hung over the stillness
of a nation remembering, | saw the immortal figures of the
bomber crews. With each dusk, they went aloft to challenge
the mystery and terror of the infinite night. History has re-
corded what they did. But history will never record the stunned
expression on their tired faces as they returned from an eight-
hour raid. History will never catch the look in the eyes of ex-
hausted men at briefing; eyes which tried not to notice the
absence of friends and tried to forget the glow from wreckage
which marked the path of fallen bombers.

- "What did they know about reasons for dying? Most of
them never had an opportunity to learn why they were living.
Yet they died casting one lingering thought homeward, des-
perately believing in the long hope that the reason lay some-
where back in Canada. Even if, in moments of bitterness they
blamed the war on the failure of the preceding generation,
hope that the future would be better died hard.”

How can our puny act of Remembrance ever hope to
repay the dead? How can this spirit of Remembrance be trans-
lated into action, into deeds which occupy our energies for
365 days each year?

The Canadian Legion has found a way. Through our POPPY
campaign, members can assist the living as they remember
the dead. The “living” in this instance comprises the disabled
veterans, their families and the families of the war dead. Not
all these people need help. But a good many of them do, in
spite of pensions and allowances provided by the gcvernmént.
Muny of the widows and orphans are in grim need. They enjoy
little of the prosperity which the dead or the disabled wrought
with their sacrifices. To them war is not a diminishing anni-
versary, @ period of past privations and memories. To them,
war is a continuing thing which still makes an impact on day

to day living; war is something which still shines in the eyes
1

of @ hungry child, coughing in a cold shack.

_ We have these things, hunger, cold and lack of clothing
with us today. These are legacies of war which some of us
may tend to forget too soon. Even D.V.A. assistance cannot,

hope to eliminate this need. It helps. But what happens to a
family on pension when one member falls seriously ill, or if
there is a fire or some other -accident? And assuming that a
man is unable to work yet does not receive a pension — and
there are such cases — who feeds and shelters his family?

D.V.A. is restricted by regulations in dealing with such
people. But the Legion, through its poppy trust fund, is able
to step beyond regulations into the realm of compassion and
understanding. - -

The poppy means assistance which reaches into almost
every Canadian community. The funds derived from the dis-
tribution of poppies must be used .for such welfare purposes
or for service bureau work. They cannot be used for other
branch purposes.

Next week you, as a citizen of Canada, will have an
opportunity to make a tangible expression of thanks and. Re-
membrance to those who died. You can wear a poppy. But
as a Legion member you have the distinct privilege of going
one step further. You can do your utmost to see that others

wear a poppy,; that they listen to the voice of Cmnadu’ls con=

science.

Letters fo the Editor

Dear Norm:

In answer to your letter for a
community center here in Hailey-

'and bodies as the saying-‘goes, but
remember that they a]sa:: need
clothes, food and education and if
we are taxed to the hilt, which I

know we will be 1if this project

'_"-'_m—ﬂ
one of these Ilatter

goes ahead,
things will be deprived.

This may not be worded too good
and maybe I did not get my point
across but I speak the way I think,

so I will not apologize.
Yours trul

Y

Ben Bourget.

ELECTRICAL
APPLIANCES

See us for all your hardware

requirements. We

CIL Paints
GIBSON

0S 2-3055

have a

complete stock.

HARDWARE
Haileybury

bury I am sorry that I have to dis-
agree.

First I am not against a project
like that of which you undertook
and may I say.that you were for
the interest of the children and
general publie.

The thing I am against is that
you or no one can come out with

A\ REMODEL |
t y for thi t \
23?;3?11;‘:@;11 zftsifasi '::;1:'11151nrjrtt?rw:ef.-l:'{3 REPAIR _

tainly, carry itself. You only have _
to look at New Liskeard fo see that
it can not be done. They have twice
the population that we have and
it is still a white elephant:

General Contractor a
Estimator

Houses Built

BEN J. BOURGET

nd

Repairs and Alterations

Boats Made or Repaired

-

Taking New Liskeard as an ex-
ample again, and if I was informed
correctly, they paid $1.00 for the
building and it cost them aprox.
330,000. to renovate. They have, as
I said or mentioned before, twice
the population we have, are taxed
to the hilt, and still can not make
ends meet. What do you expect us
to do when we may have to spend
$125,000 and only have half the Lis-
keard population. I feel that in a
position like that there is nothing
to discuss.

Second, we have one white ele-
phant at the moment in the form

Re Bank Hours of Business
~ EFFECTIVE NOV. 10

Until further notice, the banks of the town of Cobalt
will close at 3 p.m. on mine pay days.

Our usual extended service on Fridays will continue

of a glorified garbage can which as usual.

1s appropriately painted so why !

look for another. Ask the council !

the cost of operating said garbage ! CANADIAN BANK OF COMMERCE
can and compare it with hiring a

truck and a man at $450 to $500 a IMPERIAL BANK OF CANDA

month. Quite a few truck drivers
would like the opportunity to serve

33-35

38-40

for that kind of money. If the cost
of operating -is let known please in-
clude depreciation and the fact
that by the time the garbage can
1s paid for it will be in such a
state that we will need a new one,
say, In about three more yvears. In
other words 12,000 dollars gone in
the dump not counting the extra
it cost to operate per month and
the bulldozing done at the dump
which we would not have to pay
for if let out on tender.

Norm, I do not mean to criticize
you, but I would appreciate it if
yvou could get Cobalt, North Cobalt
and Haileybury interested and
work out a cost of operations
after it is built and also to build

it. After that the people may get
interested. Nobody is willing to
commit themselves unless they
know what it will involve and cost
them.

I know that our children need
the sports as it builds sound minds

Daily departures
from Earlton

PHOTOS

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL
WEDDINGS
IDENTIFICATION

3 hrs. 25 mins.

TORON

1 hr. 55 mins.

U.S. centres.

PICTURE FRAMING

Enlarging Papers, Developers
and Supplies

Mounting Board

Temiskaming
Printing
Company Limited
MI 7-4313 New Liskeard

FLY AND DRIVE!

Earlton 48.

Also TCA turbo-prop
to ROUYN/NORANDA, OTTAWA, NORTH
BAY, VAL D'OR — daily except Sunday.

Ask about TCA’s Family Fare Plan,

MONTREAL

10

Connections in Toronto for major

VISCOUNT service

) Your TCA office will arrange
for a “Drive Yourself” car to await your arrival.

WEATHER-WATCH RADAR for smooth flying!

TRANS-CANADA AIR LINES

See Nixon, Begg and Hutchinson Travel
Agency, MI 7-4341, or TCA at




