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The Head lable

It has been estimated by experts that the men who sit third
from the ends of head tables have the best time of it. A well-
organized head table has men at each end. Next to each man

is a lady. Beyond her, towards the middle of the table, is another |

man, The lady naturally has to talk to the man at the end, other-
wise -he would be left in peace, which would never do.

The third man’s conversational companion might be ex-
pected to be the lady next to him towards the middle of the
table. However, other forces are at work, as a pairing off of
conversationalists has set in from the middle of the table. Man
and woman, man and woman — the talk (apparently talk is

compulsory) pairs off until, as usually happens, it doesn’t come;

out even and the fifth from the end (a man) finds he has drawn
the fourth from the end (a woman). This leaves the third from
the end (the victim of this account, along with the teader) with-
out anybody. All he can do is get out the papers he’s been
carrying around and go back to figuring his income tax. Or he
can look ahead of him at the common folk at the ordinary tables,
which are square or round and permit general conversations.

Many reformers have tried to do away with head tables,
but the things won’t stay dead. They grow like the civil service,
until, in extreme cases, split-level head tables appear, the
speaker’s section being highest and flanked, away off in left and
right fields, by lower people. Sometimes a few of. the cosier small
tables, close in front of the speaker, are designated as another, less
important, extension of the august head table.

People who are so careless as to let themselves in for sitting
at a head table usually have to. work a bit. harder than usual
at making conversation, as nobody ever ‘previously knows any-
body he is placed next to. And with only the one person to talk
to, and talk being compulsory, the job of keeping off touchy
subjects and getting into something 'that ‘will keep going con-
versationally i1s almost as bad as having to make one of the
speeches. NS

A sound policy, in trying for a safe subject that will have
a future to it, keeping words moving for a while, it to ask the
fellow combatant in this duel the following question: “I would
be very interested to know your views on capital punishment?”
At an informal dinner ope may put it this way, “What do you
think of hanging?” It's well worth trying this gambit. The other
person almost always goes on at length, while one is able to
eat in peace, as well off as the isolated gentleman third from
the end.

The Rambling Reporter
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season in the Tri-town area. On
Monday night of next week the
inter-town bonspiel finals will be
played at New [Liskeard and the
Women's Inter-Town will likely
be held in Haileybury either
Thursday night of this week or

Harnessed Rivers

About 90 percent of Canada’s
electric energy is produced by
water power.

Film Council

Many interesting films on
various subjects are available
during the month of April
through the local Film Council.

From the following list,. or-
ganizations should be able to
choose one relating to almost
any program; ‘‘Arteries of

Life’’; “Cinderella’’; “The
Curlers’’; Earthquakes and
VYolcanoes”’; “Eye Witness,

Item 71”’; Inside Tibet’’; ‘“‘In-
struments of the Orchestra’’;
““Musical Ride, R. C. M. P.”;
“Picture Making by Teenag-
ers’’: “War on Want’’'; ‘“Elec-
tricity’’; ‘‘Escape the City’’;
“Fundy Holiday''; “Hunters
of the North Pole”; *‘“Land-
scape Gardening, Back'’': “The
Man in the Peace Tower';
“One Little Indian’’; Photo
- Canada’; Physical Regions of
Canada; *“‘Tri-Service Review’',

Basehall Has
long History

The question of ‘what's: in a
name’. has hever been more hotly
debated than in the case of base-
ball.. The name ‘baseball’, accord-
ing to Eneyvelopaedia Britannica
has been traced back to the 18th
century-when Lady Hervey in a
letter - (1748) satirized Frederick
Prince of Wales and his habits:
‘The Prince’s family is an example
of cheerful and innocent amuse-
ments they divert them-
selves at baseball, a play all who
have been schoolboys are well ac-
quainted with.’

In 1744 A Little Pretty Pocket-
Book, published in England illus-
trates a game called baseball.
with pitcher, batter and men
standing at two bases, marked by
posts instead of bags. The. book
was reprinted in America in 1762.

Jane Austin in Northanger Abbey
(written about 1798) tells of "her
heroine, Catharine, preferring
cricket and baseball to books.

Many English
America in colonial timles were
from the southern counties where
Lady Hervey and Jane Austin liv-
ed. It seems probable that the old
game called ‘baseball’” in that re-
gion (as it was called ‘feeder’ in
London and - ‘rounders’ in west
England) was brought by the im-
migrants to America.

On the other hand, a commission
of impressive names in the U.S..
including the Maryland  senator
Gorman, issued a report in 1908
stating that the game had no re-
lation - to rounders and that the
first rules for
were devised by Abner Doubleday
in Cooperstown, N.Y.. in 1839,

Whatever the true facts, it is re-
corded that in the game taught to
Cooperstown by Doubleday, the
fielder put out the runner by hit-
ting him with a ball. This means.
of course, that Doubleday’s game
was much like the old English
version, where a soft ball was

‘'used. When the hard ball was in-

troduced, obviously it was too
dangerous to throw it at the play-
er, so he was ‘‘tagged’ with it.
Professionalism made its appear-
ance In 1865, says Encyclopaedia
Britannica, although players did
not derive their livelihood from
baseball but accepted money from
clubs that would engage them for
occasional games. Gentlemen play-
ers caustically critized this as de-
terioration. Conflict between ama-
teurs and pros eventually led to a
professional organization, and in
1869, the Cincinnati team was hired

as an outright professional organ-
1zatlon,

Culture, - like custard,
when it's overdone.

curdles

the same evening as the men are
winding up at New Liskeard. And
while we are still under a few
feet of snow, golfers are getting
ready to get into gear for the
season and work will likely start
at the Haileybury Golf Club in a3
couple of weeks. In the mean-
time, while the ice is still solid
the boys are getting in a little
late season ice fishing.

Spring came with a bang. This
week we started to look up a date
in April to fix an appointment and
turned up a desk calendar, only

BEN J. BOURGET

General Contractor and

Estimator
Houses Built
Repairs and Alterations
Boats Made or Repaired

immigrants - .to|

playing baseball |
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10 Years Ago

Two members of the Haileybury
fire brigade, Captain Jim Blair

and fireman Harold Sadler, were
overcome by smoke while fight-
ing the blaze in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. J. H. Smith, North Co-
balt. . . With the purchase of the
Earlton Grist Mill. from Urgel
Deslandes, by loeal interests, Earl-
ton will have the start for a new
co-operative. Mr, Deslandes told
the Speaker that for a. time at
least the co-operative would be
operating the grist mill as its main
business .- ten years ago the
motorists of the district had until
March 31 for the deadline on lic-
ence plates. . . Bernard Hartman
12 yvear old son of Mr. and Mrs.
T. Hartman is in hospital here

where he is recovering from sers
ious injuries resulting from the

accidental discharge of a rifle
in the hands of his chum Jim
Heard, 17 at the latter’s home . . .
Officials of St. Andrew’s Presby-
terian Church are busy this week
preparing for the dedication ser-
vice for the new chimes which is
to be held Sunday afternoon. . |,

In the “Roll Back Column” of
1949, President Hughes wel-
comed a large attendance at

the meeting of the Canadian Club
held in the Masonic Hall. Repre-
sentatives were present dfrom Co-=
balt, Haileybury and New Liskeard
and enjoyed immensely the ta

delivered by Prof. Shortt of

tawa. This happened 44 years '$

so the Canadian Club is not ex-
actly new to this area.

WHO THINK
OF TOMORROW
PRACTICE
MODERATION

FROM EARLTON
CONVENIENT DEPARTURES BY
TURBO-PROP VISCOUNT

MONTREAL

3 HRS. 35 MINS.

TORONTO

1 HR. 55 MINS,
Connections in Toronto for major U.S.
Centres.
Also TCA turbo-prep VISCOUNT service
to ROUYN/NORANDA, OTTAWA,
NORTH BAY, VAL D'OR - daily except
Sunday.
Ask about big savings on family travel in
# Canada and to the U.S. FLY NOW — PAY

E_ LATER, if you wish, on any flicht in North
4 America or overseas — minimum fare $100,

&

nnow Canada Better with -I'CA”

See Nixon, Begg and Hutchinson Travel
Agency, or phone TCA at Earlton 48,

TRANS-CANADA AIR LINES
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