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I am 8 years old. “Some of my friends say there is no
Santa Claus.”

vz

Papa says “If you see it in The Sun it's so.”
“Pleas€ tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?"”

=

Virginia O'Hanlon
115 West Ninety-fifth Street.’

LHE ANSWER.:
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virginia, your lttle triends are w rong. Lhey have been
allccted by the sKeplicism ol a skeptical age. Lhey do not

May the bright and shining believe except they sce, Lhey think that nothimg can be =
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him, as measured by the lelhgence capable ol Eraspiigy o

the whole of truth and knowledge. g
xes, Virguua there 1s a Santa Claus. He exists as

certainly as love and generosity and devotion exists, and

on Earth, Good Will towards Men. To everybody, every- deep contentment and

where: our warmest season’s greetings!

WHITBY'S PHARMACY SANDERSON you know that they abound and give to your life its high-
]EWELLERY €st beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world
i there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as ii

Lthere were no virginias, Lhere would be no childlike faith
tiien, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this exist-
cnce. We shduld have no cnjoyment, except 1 sense and
sight, ‘Lhe eternal light with which childhood fills the
world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not be-
lieve in fairies ! You might get your papa to hire men to
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to catch Santa
Claus, but even if they did not see Sauta Claus coming
down what would they prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus
but that 1s no sign that there 1s no Santa Claus The most
real things 1 the world are those that neither children nor
men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn ¢
Ot course not, but that's no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the
noise inside, but there 1s a veil covering the unseen world
which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength
of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart.
Only faith, tancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside
that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and
glory beyond.Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there 1s nothing else real and abiding.

No 5Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives forever. A thous-
and years from now, Virginia, nay ten times ten thousand
years irom now, he will continue to make glad the heart
of childhood.

(Copyright New York Sun)

Some gifts come in big packages
And other gifts are small,
But some of the very nicest are
Things you can'’t see at all.
Good health, good cheer and
Friendship are therichest
freasure.
We hope you have them,
every one,
For your Christmas pleasure.

‘ Our/sincere good
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season's Greetings from

CLARENCE CONNELLY and STAFF
HAILEYBURY GARAGE LIMITED

Bill Fleming and Staff
P.F. HARDWARE

HAILEYBURY LUMBER COMPANY LIMITED
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