A Tall Tale
Of The Sea

There is zn old saying that ‘the
sailor can’t He in the teeth of the
storm,” bzt he makes up for lost
time when he gets ashore before 2
Board of Inquiry.

That, of course, docs nO! mean
that all sailors are romancess, but,
through the ages, maay of the mea
_who weat dowa to the sea in ships
have shown 2 marked apritude in
the telling of tall storics.

The first is told by Lucian of
Samothrace, a Greek who lived
some 2,000 years ago. His seaman-
ship must have been good; and I
think that his imagination must
have been better, writes William
McDowell in “London Calling.”

According to his story he got
tired of his Mediterranean home
waters and decided to venture fur-
ther afiedd. He fitted out a good
ship, manned her with fifty picked
men, and sailed from Rhodes. Being
a cantious yarn-spinner, Lucian
gives no indication of the course
he set.

“It Must Have Been A Big Wind!

On the first day out, his ship raa
jnto bad weather and it became so
dark that they could not see, and
just had to let the ship run. After
eighty days, the sun broke through,
and they found_ themselves off 2

s nd Wb they

PALESTINE
Shouting for “Bread and Work™
some 400 lsracli broke into the

_courtyard of the Parliament Build-

ing at Tel Aviv and battled with
the police. One New York news-
paper correspondent reported that

at least 15,000 of the new republic’s’

population -are seeking visas that
will permit them o emigrate to the
United States; and a Times report-
er, after visiting one of the 330
camps housing 66,000 immigrants
found the inhabitants “enveloped
sn hopeless idleness and too tired
to understand that the State (of
Israel) is new and that its funds
are inadequate.”

-After fifteen months of existence
the Israeli Republic appears to face
a bleak future. It is over populated
and under capitalized. At the be-
ginning of the year immigrants
were arriving at the rate of 225,000
annually, while homes were going
nn _fo ss thap. ana ~tha

for an immense program of hous-
ing for low-incomz families, slum
clearance, and rural housing im-
provements.

Then, just a couple of weeks ago,.

the House of Representatives ap-
proved z bill to broaden the cover-
age and raise the benefits of the
federal social security system. Av-
erage beachits ior old age would
be raised 80 per cent, and 11 million
workers would be added to the 35
million now covered by s 1
security.

Passage of this measure at the
hext session of Congress is now

.regarded as nearly certain; and al-

thougll it is somewhat less than the
President originally requested, it
will be the most important social

security improvement  in the past’

decade. 5 .

There are those who say that
there is a certain lack of skill in
President man’s leadership.
Vevertheless “the stubborness with
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Really Primitive
Are These F olks

As civilization pr gresses and the
machinery of living becomes more
and more complicated it is refresh-
ing to bkear of people who lead
simpler lives. Tom Harrisson, Gor
ernment  Ethnologist in Sarawak

- and pioneer of the science of Mass

Observation, writes of the Kelabits,
2 mountain tribe living in the centre
of Borneo. s
Harnsson first got to kaow the
Kelabits whea he was dropped
amongst them by parachute during
the war. The most noticeable feat-
ure of their civilization is that every-
one in the viliage lives in one Long
House. A zerandah, where visitors
and bachelors sleep, runs along the
front and along the back are the
family cooking fires. There are no
separate rooms and everyone roams
ireciy up and down, irom family to

. fami The Lorng House sits on

stilts fifteen feet above the ground.
I:s fine plank floors are smoothed

with an axe and irom the palm.

thatch” rooi, black with smoke,
hangs a wonderful assortment of
objeccts, from dried human heads
from the o!d days, to fish traps and

feather cloaks. Chickens, children °

and packs of hunting dogs roam
up and down inside the house while
underneath pigs. water bufialoes

- and goats lead a rich conmimunal life.
There is no privacy anywhere and -
*.no peace cither for, np matter what
. -the time of day or night, somebody
~is ahvays doing something. But as

Harrisson remarked, nobody can
be an outsider in such a community,

Enmesthed—This ship looks as if it's caught in a gigantic spider
web — and that’s not far from the truth. The
“long hull” destroyer, whose topside

e of .those on full-

t's. ship is a brass
scale model miniature

A friend of mine who Lives south
of the border has sent me an article,
written by an Jowa poultry expert,
which deals with the important
question of which is the better plan
—to buy your chicken fced all ready

ed, or to do your own mixing.
- £ d E ]

As 1 belicve a lot of readers of
this column will be interested, I'm
passing it along to jou “without
prejudice,” as the lawyers put it.
That is to say. the views expressed
are not. mecessarily, those that I
happen to hold. So here goes.

(g . .

Snall 1 buy my mixed poultry
feed 1n the bag, or wouid it be bet-
ter to mix my own?

“The answer to this quesiion de-
pends upon the circumstances. But

“if vou're an average flock owner,

there’s little reason why you should
mix your own mash or concentrate
today. i
- L d *
There's a difference between now
and several years .go, when mix-
tures were less complex. Then,

some of the ingredients were not

used in such small quantities as
they are now. They make mixing
dif}

The small amount of farm-growa
feeds contaived in the chick ratioa
doesn’t justify all the detail work
of mixing, balancing and stedying
the cheapest or best combinations
for producing the chick mash.

- -

The laying ration preseats an-
other problem, although the prind-
ple is the same. Instead of the hens
requiring 2 high-protein ration, as
do chicks or turkey poults, they
need a protien level of about 15’ to
1514 per cent protein.  Also in coxn-
trast with the chicks; the hens can
eat larg - quantities of whole grain.

L 3 . -

Since farmers usually have their
own grains, it i3 most practical to
feed 2 high-protein concentrate
(about 26 per cent). Together, they
will give you about the 15 per cent
p-otein ration your hens need.

- - L3

So the farm flock owner needs
only to buy a properly balanced
ready mix of protein, mineral and
vitamins to use his grains economic-
ally.

. - *

Experience with flock - owners -

who mix their own chick mash or
concentrate feeds from reliable
ormula ads to the opinion thal

Httle hamster?

call him 2 toy bear and sit him I
s teacup. Easier to tame than
white mice, smaller ihan a guinea-
plg, clean and intelligent, with soft,
coddly brown fur and 2 bost of
comical tricks, the craze for kam-
sters is sweeping the country, Wwrites
Mark Priestley in Tit-Bits.

Pet shops are selling them profit-
ably at 10s. 64 eack. In the Urited
States millions of hamsters are be-
ing sold every year. There are
hamster clubs and hamster shows.
In this country American airmen
stationed in Lancashire began breed-
ing them as a sideline —and now
Warrington youngsters are discov-
ering that a couple of hamsters can
produce a family of 10 or 12 within

16 days — the shortest period of any -

mammal known. Seven weeks after
birth the new generation begin look-
ing for mates 2nd breed with the
same amazing prodigality.

These are the golden facts of the
hamster trade. In hard cask 2
guinea pair produce at least five
guineas® worth of progeny in about
a fortnight. Beginning with two
females and a male, one pet shop
has sold nearly 2,000 of their off-
spring within six moaths.

Dangerous Craze

Some people carry their new pets
around in their pockets and even
in handbags. Folk living in flats
and furnished rooms keep them for
company. Superficially they make
ideal children’s pets, of course. They
can be kept in a wooden box a foot
square and it doesn’t seem to matter

padive wild dogi, then
Lt young lambs and ignored the
rebbits.

Giganztic Food Bill

Singe a bamster eats 100 1. of
fo0l per year, and the indications
are thar a hamster couple escaping
in England today may head 22
army of pests 25,000,000 strong
befcre the year 1952, auck an army
might ravage ozr food stocks by
an annual million tons. These possi-
bilities are by no means fantastic.
Strarge though it seems today, the
house mouse was once considered 8
pleasant companion rather than s
pest. Last year—on the showing
of official figures of the ministry
of agriculture — rats and mice cost
us two million ton. of food, the
equivalent of three months’ rations.

The hamster carries another men-
ace, too. It catches and carries
human diseases so readily that the
animals are being used today for
laboratory research in tuberculosis,
influenza,  pneumonia, infantils
paralysis and sleeping sickness. This
modest asistance to humanity ‘might
be argued in their favor. In much
the same way the grey squirrel wat
introduced into England just 60
years ago as mankind’s furry little
iriend, to keep down the depreda-
tions of bird life. It still eats the
eggs of the starling and hedgs
sparrow, but also tackles the eggt
of partridges and pheasants and
dozens of small useful birds, besides
destroying the buds and shoots of
fruit trees, stripping bark, eating
corn and roots, and hunting the
less harmful red aquirrel almost
out of existence. Today anti-squirrel
clubs carry out systematic squirrel
hunts.




