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Our Letter from Ottawa

BY AGNES C. MACPHALL, M. P

* fTha very large increase In defence
estimates threatens 10 be :he most
(~cm—‘:x'.:ou= matzer which will come
T’“ l'u.x ifan )_..n-

r:-hLlZilG: 10-
tu!;m; over i 'oa dollars, an
Increase of 1 i :

Tha matier has not yet come de-
fore the House, but the governmenl.
apparently anticipating opposition.
has used every opporiunity of cre-
ating a favorabla aumos :ra for
4hem when finally they arrive. Sev-
eral such have occurred this week.
fhere was the continued debate on

"Alr. Woodsworth's neutrality resolu-

tion., Mr. Heaps suggesting that we
Alr. Roosevelt to call 2 world
conference. and Mr. Doug mo-
tion suggesting that. in the evenl of
another war. involving Canada’s ac-
tive participation, every Q=ency.
financial, industrial, transportation
or natural resources, shall automa-
ticaily be conscripted for the dura-
1ion of such a war. Leading gov-
ernment members used each of
these ©3 an excuse for making
strong. almost belligerent speeches
in favor of the huge military ex-
penditure.

Other prominent issues of the
week were the home improvement
bill and another all-day discussion
on the necessity of amending the
B.N.AL Act

For the renovation of a single
dweling. a loan up to §2000 can be
secured. with further amounts for
2 multiple house, duplex, apari-
ments, etc. The borrower pays the
loaning company interest by having
his loan discounted. The amount
of interest figures out to 6.32%, al-
though in the Act it is said to be a
discount of 3.25 which is but an-
other way of stating the charges.
The government will guarantee the
loaning company against loss up 0
15¢, of the aggregate loan. after
the lenders have exhausted every
effort to collect.

A publicity campaign will e
carried on “To make the Canadian
public home-repair eonscious™ and
{0 explain- the plan. Mr. Dunning
10ld the House that the cost of this
campaign wouid not be borne by
the government but by private
funds raised by business interests
which expect to benefit by the ex-
penditure and public-spirited citi-
=zens who wish to see the plan car-
ried ou:. The Dominion govern-
mment. in announcing the plan some
time ago. stated its opinion that the
<mproved properties should not be
subject to increased tax assessments.
Yocal committees are taking the
matter up with the provincial gov-
ernments.

J. A. Marshall (Social Credit)
claims that the banks wiill simply
create the 350 million dollars of
credit necessary to fulfill the scheme,
iend it to the people of Canada and.
in the process of time, get back the
whole amount plus $3,160,000 for
services rendered. And vet, he
said. we do not hear a word about
infiation. He thought the interest
charge too high, pointing out that
the Capadian Farm Loan Board
charges only 5% and is said to be
meking a profit. It was claimed
thet the legislation is not sufficient-
1y wide in scope, since it does not
make provision for those who most
need to improve their homes bat
can least afford to do so. Only those
epplications which are approved by
the loaninz company can come un-
der the scheme. In other words,
the loan is not made on the basis of
the need but on ability to repay the
ioan. All. however, admitted that
§t was a step in the right direction.

fWhen the British North Ame"xca‘

Act was written, no provision was:
made for its amendment, so that in:
many, things we are stiil bound bv
the thinking of wise and good men!

bor o the provinees with the great-
< 2ad of manufaciurers
the provinees with the lowest
COsts M-, Coldwell, in presen
his resolution asking for estad
ment of a committee 10 ¢nquire
0 the copstitutional changes neces-
sary to modernize our coanstitutiou-
al practice, argued that today 2
slronz <« ral authority is newdad
if v is to function suff
He cited the success of
:Ex(- Unite s.n-.> in securing social
se=eurity ation, even with great-
¢r constitutional difficulties than we
are likely to experience.

in-

New Zealand, which is not a fed-
¢ral union. has, under a Socialist
administration, headed by the Hon.
Michael Savage, who, incidenta
is a devour Roman Catholic, e
a series of progressive me
giving the centrul goverament coan-
ro! over the financial system, the
marketing of primary products
that minimum fixed prices are guar-
anteed to the producer. and hours
and wages in industry, Mr. Coldwell
told the House.

The Hon. Norman JMclLeod Rog-
ers, Minister of Labour, made an
academic speech on the matter. He
sees no way out unless the initia-
tive is taken by the provinces, “but
1 wonder whether, in view of recent
decisions of the Privy Council. the
initiative does not now belong to
the provinces.”

And again, Mr. Rogers savs, “The
decisions of the Privy Council, as
announced last week, have gone
farther in emphasizing and en-
irenching provincial rights than
any decision given for many years.”
He criticized Mr. Bennett severely
but offered nothing but a sit-and-
wait policy.

In my opinion, divizion of au-
thority, with lack of power on the
part of the federal or central gov-
errment, is doing more than any-
thing else to make democracy in-
effective in Canada. Unless the
changed conditions of today are to
e taken iato account by the Privy
Couuncil to 2 degree that aficcts their
decision. the B.N.A. Act must be
amended. If the provinces have to
carry the burden of the ever-increas-
ing social legisiation, then their
right of taxation must be greatly
increased. Dui even that wouid not
result in uniformity of social ser-
vices over the whole countiry.

for war this session has been bitter.
All the old fears are being revived:
that Canada is not safe from Ger-
many., from Japan and, I suppose,
from Russia. And phrases I thought
never to hear again are usgd re-
peatedly: “Make the world safe for
democracy', ‘“‘Preparedness brings
peace”. and even that old boner:
“We must defend our women and
children.”

The Right Hon. Ernest Lapointe
made an impassioned speech, partly
in defence of the military estimates.
which were not before the House,
and partly in bitter criticism of Mr.
Woodsworth’s speech and attitude.
While. on the one hand, JMr. La-
pointe claimed that the increase in
defence estimates is intended for
the defence of Canada only, at an-
other place he implied, if he did not
say, that complete neutrality on
Canada’s part would be equivalent
to breaking from the Empire and
the League. They seemed to me
two irreconcilible statements.

The Secretary of State. Mr. Rin-
fret. went further and confessed
that he was too good a Britisher to
say that if any part of the Empire
were attacked Canada should not go
to its aid.

A Social Creditor, not to be out-
‘done in patriotism (Mr. Johnstone
‘of Bow River), expressed the view
that Canada should have the biggest
navy. the biggest army and the big-

who lved many years 2ago. beforel"est air force and vet keep them all
the industrial age, and who conld'm Canada when the war breaks

not possibly foresee the needs o!
this day.

Mr. Bennett assumed that the
federal government had the power :
{0 enact legislation regulating the,
‘hours of industry, establishing a!

out. Most countries are content if

'thev excell in one of these fields,

but we are to out-Britain Britain
on the sea, out-Russia Russia in the
air and out-German Germany on the
Iland. And after all that, sarely we

weekly day of rest and determxmngv'trc« safe in our beds.

minimum wages. But, in a recent |

judgment in the Privy Council (in|

Great Britain), it was determmedl“Armaments mean war.”

Mr. Woodsworth, in closing the
debate. urged us not to bﬂ decelved:
He quot-

otherwise. Uniform legislation foried Earl Grey as having said, after

@ll the provinces on’these and many:
other matters is needed if thers Is

pot to be a constant shifting of la-:

the war, “The enormous growth of
armament, the sense of insecurity
and fear caused by them, it was

|

Any debaie touching preparations .
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. THE HYDRO-ELECTRIC INDUSTRY -

" Established long before the commercial use of elecricity
was even dreamed of, the Bank of Montreal has seen
the hydro-electric industry rise from its infancy and has
provided helpful finandial service in every phase of the
wiilization of water power 1o industrial and domestic se.

With abundant scow and minfall on the uplands,
and ample reservoir capacity in numerous Iakes, Canada
is fortunate in having a relizble supply of water power
within transmission distance of the principal industrial
centrss. Oaly ose country, the United States, has a
greater cotal of hydro-clectric development.

More than theec-quartess of the power equipment
used in manuficruring indastries in Cagada is electric-
diven. Seventy per ceat. of Canadian homes, urban and
rural, are equipped with this “medern servant”

BANK

Cheap hydro-elecud

c power has been an important

factor in the rapid d

sgo was a monopoly
water power has gone

OF MONT

lop of the mining industries.

It has been a2 dedding factor in the refining of base
metals from Canadian mines, which oaly a few years

of foreign countries. The use of
hand in hard also with the ex-

pansion of the great forest industries of Canada.

The production of hydro-electric power has advanced
steadily since the recovery of 1932, reaching new high
records exch year. The per capita output is exceeded only
by that of Norway, yetonly one-sixth of the knownavail-
able water power sesources of Canada has been utilized.

Hydro-electric industries and their employees 21l over
Can2da find in the Bank of Montreal the convenient
and heipful banking service they nced.

REAL

«“A BANK WHERE SMALL ACCOUNTS ARE WELCOME"
<

Markd

Chatsworth Branch:

aie Braoch: A. G. ROBERTSON,

1"22.’1;»;5‘

R. T. DUNLOP, Manager

MCDER, EXPERIENCED BANKING SERVICE....THE OUTCOME OF 119 YEARS" SUCCESSFUL OP'RATIO\

that made war inevitable.”
Mr. Woodsworth protested ugainsl‘
greater expenditure on defence,!
‘hile veterans of the last war and;
citizens of Canada do without the’
necessities and amenities of life.
He expressed the fear that the umts
now being built in Canada were
made %o fit into the Empire scheme |
of defence tike spare parts. “I am;
sure”. he said. ‘“that every eifort

will be made to draw Canada into | igill for the office of Assessor for: !second an

such relationship that Great Britain |
will be free to carry on her 1mper—~

ialistic enterprises.” Frankly, I am: ilowing taxes be struck from the de-:dered paid:
Istamp ink for Clerk.

afraid of the influence the corounn‘
tion ceremonies may have on those’
Canadians who go to London to re-!
present the government.

Today’s paper carries the state-
ment by Sir Samuel Hoare, First
Lord of the Admirality, to the effect
that Empire defence will be dis-
cussed at the Imperial Conference
following the coronation, and that,
in his opinion, the Empire should!

be one defence unmit. “But”, he’

said, “we shouid make a great mis-
take if we tried to impose some
rizid plan upon other members of
the Empire.”
AGNES C. MACPHAIL
House of Commons, Ottawa,
Saturday, February 6, 1937.

Mrs. Wm. Haliday is visiting her
mather at Corbetton.

Saugeen - Lodge Ne¢. 327
Markdale. Ont.

FRIDAY, FEB. 12th—Social Ev-
ening for members and their friends.
All members are asked to come out
and enjoy the evening.

e

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15—Reg-

ular Meeting for General Business.

ROY FREEMAN, Noble Grand
* W. J. COLGAN, Recording Sec.
HERB. WALKER, Financial Sec.

W. J. HOWARD, Treasurer

EUPHR ASIA COUNCIL

Eupirasia Council met pursuant
to adjournm:at with all the mem-
bers present and the Reeve in the
chair.

The minutes of the last meeting
; were read and adopted.

Communications were read.

Applications were received from
jJames Gilehrist and Chas. Fother-;

;19317. 5
Miller - Carruthers—That the fol-!

faulters’ list, they having been paid
to the Collector: north half lot 7.
con. 8: lot 8, con. §: east quarter
iot 12, con. §; east quarter lot 13,
con. 10.—Carried.

‘Carruthers - Miller—That Chas.
Fothergill be appointed Assessor for
the vear 1927 at a salary of $115.
—<Carried.

Parker - Pottage—That the Coun-
cil receive the sum of $11.20 from
Department of Welfare and hand to
the Treasurer with a copy of this
resolution.—Carried.

pairick ‘be appointed Wead Inspect-
or.—Carried.

Miller - Carruthers—That By-
fiaws No. 2. appointing Auditors;
No. 3, appointing Weed Inspector;
No. 4. amending By-Law No. 14 of
1935, and No. 5, appointing Assess-
or. be now read a first time.—Cd.

Parker - Pottage—That By-Laws
iNos. 2. 3. 4 and 5 be now read a
d third time and finally
passed.—Carried.

The following accounts were or-
‘R. E. Brown, Meaford,
40 cents; the
Treasurer of Grey County, Euphra-
sia’s share of hospital account for
Mrs. Ed. Parks and Allan QMcCul-
lough. $17.50; The Markdale Farm-
ors’ Co-Operative, relief supplies for
Woods t.m\:h County Office Supply
Co., $31.27; Dept. of Health, insulin
for Jrs. P. Bovair, $1.05; Road
Voucher No. 6, $11.10; No. 7, $7.40.

Miller - Carruthers—That Coun-
eil adjourn to Monday, March 1st.
Carrled.

Edward Lanktree, Clerk

Clubbin

for a period

The Standard and The Owen Soun

we can get it for you

The Standard,

The Markdale Standard

We announce the following clubbing arrangements
for subscribers of The Markdale Standard to receive
their home paper and any others they may desire,

The rates apply to Canadian points only.

The Standard and The Toronto Daily Star .......... S $7.00
The Standard and The Toronto Evening Telegram ......... 6.00
The Standard and The Toronto Globo and Mail ........... . 6.00

If the paper you want is not in the above list,

These prices are strictly CASH IN ADVANCE,

Send subscriptions by Post Office or Express Money Order to

g Rates

of one year.

dSnn-Timcs cesescsccses D50

and save you money.

Markdaie, Ont.
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