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Our Letter from Ottawa

BY AGNES ¢ MACPHAIL, M. P
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This week WwWas preuty much de-
voted 0 2 dizcussion of Canada’s
foreign policy. necd of amendments
to the B.N.A. Act and estimates.
NMr. Woodsworthk's resolution asked
that Canada remain neutral in case
ar, regardless of who the Dilli-

of w2
zerents might bo, that no profit be
war mun-

mada out of suppiving
stions and materials and that the
Canadian goverament should make
every effort te Qiscover and remove
the causes of international iriction.
Mr. Woodsworth. while takics 2
stand agalnst war. said
himseif un-
pacifist or 2
the British

very strong
he 4did not consider
Pritish. & do-nothing
toial isolationist. In
House. different groups might have
very different ideas regarding mili-
tary defence and yet none would be
thought too unpatriotic. Rather
they considersd it desirable that all
sections of the community should
be heard from. That, ne thought.
ought to be the practice here.

Conciuding 2 condemnation o
fmperiaiism. \Mr. Woodsworth said:
«[ have nothinzg Wwhatever to say
ag:
affectionately term
but 1 think we in Canada must
very careful lest wo iead ourseives
to carrying out the policies of 2 few
great industriai and commercial and
financial groups in the mothariand.
I am getting somewhat tired of be-
ing told that we jn this country are
unpatriotic because we g0 mot jump
~hen Mr. Baldwin. Mr. Chamber-
lain or some one else tells us to do
so.’”". But, do we¢ not?

Tha Prime Minister. in repiving.
was very critical of MMr. Woods-
worth’s speech. He dida’t like the
construction of the speech to start
+with, thought. in fact, 1t should
have been turned quite the other
way around, with the discussion of
the causes of war and their removal
coming first. ‘When on this line he
strossed the trade pacts Canada has
made under his leadership and the
removing of Irritations Ddbetween
Japan and Canada, and Russia and
Canada. He could not, he said,
think of any case in which the pres-
ent government had created friction
with other natioms.

Mr. King was in agreement with
3r. Woodsworth so far as the desire
for peace was concerned, but ke
caid he felt Canada should, in 2
world armed to the teeth, spend
money on defence. But he assured
the House that the estimates had
not been framed with any thought
of participation in European wars.
The manufacture of munitions
ought to be carefully watched in
order to prevent esxorbitamt profils,
but should not, Mr. King thought,
be a publicly owned enterprise.

He would not bind himself in 2d-
vance to a mneuatral
would leave the decision to be made
at the time by Parliament.

As I pointed out later, unless we
make very careful preparations for
neutrality, no decision will be neces-
sary—events will decide. “If we
wait untii the last moment to make
our decision we shall not decide for
neatrality because thers will be the
pull of the miiitary caste, of senti-
mental imperial tics, and many
other things influencing us. If,
then, we are going to consider It,
wo should comsider it mow.”

I could not bring myself to agree
with Mr. King's professed faith in
the British government as a ‘peace-
ifier.’ He said if at the moment the
Spanish civil war bas not grown to
proportions involving ¢he whole of
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powers exercised by the Legisla-
ures of the provinces on the one
hand. aud by
othar, have coms in confiict
quent!y and so sharply with respect
to national questions, that 1 think
it is time some remedy be applied.”

At the cnd of 2 very fine speech

so {re-

stitutional convention which would
represent not only the parties in
power in the yvarious provincial
goTernmerts. sogether with the rul-
ing party in the Dominion House.
but a gathering ropresentative  of
she Legislatures and Parliament.
In fact. such a conference as formed
B.N.A. Act in tha first place.

the
Mr. Benneit folt that- the matler
was urgent, the democracy would

~nntinue unless it beceme as
ent at least as 2 dictatorship.
it coald not “if nins different
had nina different sets
donling with problems that
ng! in their scope.” ]
tast weak Mr. Waller Tucker, !
cral, mazde a speech which I

k every one could rexd, on the
uze of the credit of the nation. He
showad by many examples that
whea ias goverament gets in a tight
does finance by drawing
upoa our natiopal credit. Daring
the Great War we Issued sixteen
million doliars worth of iegal tend-
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curities. The raitways had needed

ment asking that they back a loan,
which in the ordinary way would
be made by the banks and on which
the raiiways would pay interest to
the banks.
dar, Mr. Tucker said, thought they
would try an experiment and
stead of guaranteeingz a bond issue
and making themselves liable to
pay inierest on it, they said to the
railways: “You deposit your bonds
with us and we will print sixteen
million dellars worth of money and
lend it to you.”
ways pzid their interest to the gov-

and this interest has, up to date.
amounted (o two million dollars
and nothing disastrous has happen-
ed as & consequence.

The Bank of Canada is not mak-
ing use of its gold reserve to issue
the amount of money which it could
jssue under the international agree-
ment of 25 per cent. gold coverage.
That is the only quarrel Mr. Tucker
has with it.
ing to the last statement, 179 mil-
lion dollars worth of gold.
strength of that it couid issue 716
million dollars worth of legal tend-
ter and still be within what is recog-

ni
limit. r. Tucker wants to know
why e go on borrowing and pay-
ing interest when we have the ma-

terest-frea volume of money. The
mouney is needed to put the unem-
ployed to work and to make effec-
tive the demand of the Canadian
peopie for goods and services.

Mr. Dunning Zollowed and oppos-
ed vigorously any such suggestion.
But as a back-bencher sald to me—
he was a Liberal too—“I couldn’t
ses that Dunning answered Tuck-
er.”

AGNES C. MACPHAIL

House of Commons, Ottaws, Fri-
day, January 29th, 1937.
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We aim to satisfy our customers by

giving first class printing and prompt

service. QOur prices are lower than
those in the larger centres.

" WE PRINT :

Sale Bills Dodgers

Envelopes
Tags Biil Heads
Tickets Booklets
Business Cards Society Stationery
Wedding Stationery Invitations
Cards, Etc., Etc.

FI B
ADVERTISING

Brings Business

Posters
Letterheads

Statements
Circulars

The average man of woman appreci-
ates an invitation. An advertisement
is an invitation to the public to pat-
ronize a particular store or business
establishment, and the great majority
of people respond to such an invita-
tion. Improve your business during
1937 by consistently inviting people
to patronize your business. This can
be done at reasonable cost through the
columns of this paper, which goes into
almost every home in the Markdale
trading territory. No other newspaper

can render this service. '
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