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Yes it §s a far ory in the history
of navigation f{rom the Atlantie
crossings of Columbdus apd the Pil-
grim Fatkers 1o that of the Queen
Mary. Instead of threze months,
the trip has been cut down to four
davs. In place of the frail eraft of
the adventurer there is now 2
staunch linar built with every con-
ceivable scientific device to make it
sea-worthy. As we compare the
boats of the past with the baauties
of to-dzy we marvel that they were
able at all to battle with the moun-
tainous waves. We wonder with
awe how those fearless folks ven-
turad so bravely, knowing full well
that they ran many chances of find-
ing a watery grave. But to0 great
2 contentment does not feed the
fire of progress. It takes the fear-
less heart to dare to achieve. Thus
through the last few centuries to-
day’'s safe. luxurious and poweriul
ships ride the waves like the birds
of the air.

Nationally and internationaly
speaking a country’s status is
measured according to its commer-
cial rating with other nations. XNo
country can wholly live unto itself
alone. Nature provided that it
shouldn’t; this is proven by the fact
that national supplies are regional
throughout the world. Man can-
pot live unto himself alone, neither
can individual nations and stil}
maintain a balance, even in food
stuffs. Then we may agree that in
applying the solution of national
balance, perhaps no factor has been
so important as that of transporta-
tion. Without question navigation
has been the chain of commerce
linking the Old ‘World with the New.
Here Britain has been iniluential
and the White Star and Cunard
Lines hava served the world. But a
decade ago it was evident that
Britain for the first time was being
pushed into the background in re-
gard to her ability to handle the
trade and commerce of the high
seas. In tae true British manner
this problem received aitention,.the
outcome of which has placed her
foremost of all nations of the world.
Nor was the reason back of that
outcome a desire to outdo other na-

tions but a determination to hardle,

the situation in the most modern
and efficient manner possible. But
Britain ‘had that inborn patriotism
and universal status to live up to
that Britannia rules the waves. Of
the notable ocean liners of the past

Great Britain has owned twice that,

of any other nation. France. Ger-
many and Italy hold the owrnership

of four each and Urited States
ihrea. Those of Britain have been

engaria and the AMajestic. From the
hearing, especially France, who was
even then plannizg the Normandie.
‘The three chie! Cunarders, all built
before tha World War, were geuing
out of date and the company decid-
ed to build a giant ship which
would serve humanity for many
vears to come. It would give back
10 Britain the supremacy of the
seas. Increasing power and speed
in the world's shipping brought the
possibility of a weekly Artlantic ser-
vice, with two sister ships instead
of three siower ones. The new ship
was to be the ifirst of the pair to
fulfil this dream. The new ship was
not built to break past records but
to serve the public. There were
1wo primary reasons for the con-
struction of the Queen Mary. Firstly
it was profit; secondly a weekly At-
lantic schedule. The colossal size of
the ship was a necessity, not because
of passenger space, but because a
heavy power plant must have a
heavy hull to support it. The Queen
Mary had to be an $0,000 ton boat
to average 30 knots per hour and
she had to make that speed to €ross
the ocean in four days. And she
vad to be able to cross in four days
to make a complete round trip in
two weeks with time out for clean-
ing and refueling. She has to make
the return trip in two weeks so that
when her sister ship is built the two
can maintain a weekly service. The
company believes it is cheaper io
operate two large ships than three
smaller, slower ones, such as those
which have been operating a weokly
service in the past.

When the decision was made to
construct the new Cunarder, the
contract was given to the John
Brown Company because this firm
was able to produce specifications
which satisfied all the requirements
needed for the gigantic liner.
Thousands of blueprints and scores
of models were made during the
next four years. First and foremost
she must have stability, sea-worth-
g safetvy and strength. After

equipment for comfort and luxury.
The 5334 was to be proof of what
mankind can accomplish by work-
ing peacefully and harmoniousiy.
She was to be the complete realiza-
tion of the dream conceived. As
all great achievements were once
;imaginar:-' forms, so this one was no

Sy

the Maurcania, Homerie, Empress;
of Britain. Aquitania, Olympic, Ber-

other three nations, the world was

these consideration was given to;

:exception. To-day it is the living
form. the animated dream.

Mode) after model had been made
and tricd oatr in a tank &quipped
with measuring and recording in-
‘struments. In all 7000 experiments
‘on c¢alm water were made before
the engineers were sitisfied with re-
(sults.  Thea machinery was sl
‘in motion to produce waves to a

! seale in proportion to the size of the
17-foot model. Then from the in-
formation secured one more mode!
was perfected: this time it was not
a towing model but one with power
of its own. At last the time had
come to begin work on the ship it-
self. That day went down in Brit-
ish history. The slipway had bzen
prepared and the first pieces of stael
were laid for the keel of the great
liner. A double bottom, in which
huge quantities of water is stored.
made her less liadble to ground and
more safe in case of collision.

As the ribs of the great structure
rose it bacama tha topic of the day
in one phase or another. The ship-
builders were a happy throng after
several lean years when little work
had come their way. It mnot only
gave labor to the men on the ship-
body but to thousands of others
working in factories where the
mammoth parts were taking form.
The huge gear wheels alone took
two months a piece to cut. The
four-bladed propellers were the
largest single-pieced ones ever cast.

For one vear this work was push-
ed ahead at full speed. The keel
was laid, the girders rose, section
after section was laid side by side,
and ten million rivets in all held the
great steel hull to the inner frame
work. Two thousand port-holes and
windows were cut;
were laid; machinery moved f{rom
the factories and was placed in
position. The removal of the eight
castings from Darlington was one of
the most remarkable feats of trans-
portation ever achieved. A special
train was used, an entire rail track

a coastal trip of 75 miles by special-
Iy chartered steamer Wwas necessary
before these castings, weighing 500
tons, reached their destination.
The work was well ahead of
schedule when out of a clear sky the
hand of fate fell. World conditions
and especially those of Commerce
and Finance made it necessary to
suspend work on the ship for eco-
| nomic reasons. At the close of 1931
| conditions in the North Atlantic
{ were the worst that had ever been
; known in the history of regular At-
{!amic sailings. The existing ships
Ewere not paving their way. Then
how was a monster of the sea io
make money? The Cunard Com-

twelve decks

was commandered for one day and;

‘pany tried from many quarters 1o
! obtain secure firaneial backing bat
it seemed impossible to do so. Even
the national réasury was approach-
ed for a substantial loan pur this
too met with failure. There rée-
mained but one alterpative: the
suspension of work till the clouds
broke and the sunshine of prosperity
once again smiled upon the world.
The late King George at tha: time
regretted deeply the need of sach a
drastic step. kpowing full weil what
it meant to thousands of his sub-
jects. He said: “What misery 2
silent dockyvard may spread amonsg
the people.”

Ivithin a stone’s throw of the
shiprard lay some of the worst slum
districts in Britain. During the
humming of work on the ship the
inhabitants of these places found
living almost bearable but when the
work ended the squalid conditions
seemed worse than ever. Hope
seemed to have vanished in the
night. Misery replaced the faint
gleam of light. At first the workers
could scarcely believe what proved
only too true. Thirteen thousand
wera thrown out of work and a stu-
pendous task, which had already
cost close to tem million, lay un-
finished and no one knew when the
hammers would again resound.

These conditions remained for two
and a half vears after the suspen-
sion of work. Only what had been
compulsory to protect the already
steep investment was dome. The
skeleton of a mammoth sea monster
lay weathering on the slip. But un-
derneath things were brewing nat-
jonally. As in all great achieve-
ments  only one determined person
is necessary to start the wheels
moving. So it proved to be in this
case. The energetic demands of
pavid Kirkwood, M.P.,, before the
House of Commons caused the na-
tion to rouse itself sufficiently to
start a campaign for the resumption
of work on the liner. He told Par-
liament in vibrant ‘tones that the
ship’s skeleton lying in the Clyde-
side vard shouted *“Failure’” before
the world. He stated that just so
long as the ship lar unfinished
would the depression be with them.
He won his point and it was not
1ong before the government took
steps to provide the necessary funds
for its completion. The government
made its support conditional on the
fusing of the Cunard and the White
Star Lines into a2 single company.

assured of the security which joint
profit would give. A bill was passed
in the House of Commons authoriz-

i

ing the Treasury to advance suffici-: not what a man
ent funds to complete the number: does. Opinions die but records live
534 and possibly a sister ship. The on.

nation once again breathed the air
of optimi=m.

Oa April 3rd, 1534, the first coa-
1ingent of men went to work; it was
not long bafore several thomsand
smiled 2s ther toiled on the ship
which was their pride and joy. The
whole of Englard was changed by
this turn of the tide. The factories
taroughout the island hummed with
the orders they had to fill. Ten
thousand were the needs of the ship
to make it the palace of the waves.

The most important task, or per-
haps one should say the hugest task
before the launching, was fitting the
rudder, which weighs 163 tons and
measures 30 feat by 15 feet. It is
the largest of its kind ever made in
Epgland. It is sufficiently large
enough to allow workmen to enter
it for repairs. Nearly three months
were spent in painting the 40,000
ton hull, measuring 101§ fest in
length, before the launching took
place. This was a tremendous task
which took 79,000 gallons of paint.
Four coats of anti-corrosive paint
was applied and this will keep the
ship from rusting for a period of
forty vears.

On Sept. 26th, 1934, exactly six
months after the work had been re-
sumed, the launching took place.
Number 5334 officially became the
“Queen Mary”. Until that moment
when the Queen of England gave
her name to the ship. its name had
been kept a secret. This was the
first time in history that a British
Queen had ever performed a naming .
ceremony. As the Queen pressed
the electric ‘button -the great hull
glided down the slip with every
possible precaution. She lay afloat

in the River Clyde just 67 seconds

later. The construction company
had estimated it would travel 1194
feet and it went but two feet farther.

“f am happr to name this ship
the ‘Queen Mary’. I wish ‘Good
Luek’ to all who zail her.” With
those words the reigning Queen
sent the glistening hull on its first
trip. while thousands of thrilled
spectators watched the happy occur-
rence. The slipway had been care-
fully prepared so that the launching
would be as gentle as possible. Four
coats of preparation in which 150
tons of tallow and 50 tons of black
soap were used, made a slippery
roadway. Heavy chains and cables
held the ship from gathering too
great a speed for its own’ safety.
The late King George stood at salute

By taking this step they were more;as the huge vessel passed down the

slipway in a teeming rainstorm.

After all, the thing that counts Is
says but what he
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J CHEVROL

1246 Miles

GASOLINE—12miles pergal-

OIL—1 pint in 1246 miles.

FUEL COST—only one-third
of a cent per fon mile.

WATER—1} pints used dur-

REPAIRS—No mone
pended onzepairsor

LEL)

low cost of

68

‘Windsor,

ox-
just-

® Hauling 20,000 pounds
Ont.,, to Moncton, N.B,,
2V4-ton truck recen
Safety and Stamina.
road and weather conditions.
$27.68, or one-third of a cent per ton mile !

For operators handling 5-to 7-ton payloads, this Chevrolet-Maple
Leat model equipped with Truxmore third axle provides a combina-
tion which, by slashing expenses, materially adds to your profits.
As a result of the trail-blazing experiment made under practical,

workaday conditions, we have been provided with a fund of useful

certified gross weight 1246 miles from
. this big Chevrolet-Maple Leaf
tly established a Canadian record for Economy,
The long, hard test was made under typical
The total operating cost amounted to

Alllmaandﬁtumqu' od
certified by the CANADIAN

. has been awarded.

for the Economy Teet truck aro ]
AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION.
As a result of the test official C. A. A. Certificate No.1-22-6-36

Chevrolet Y2-ton Panel Truck

Here is the Chevzolet V/>-ton
truck which accompanied
the Chevrolet-Maple Leaf

)_ Markdale Garage 'Go., Phone 20, Markdale

For Economical T tation information. Individual and fleet owners are invited to share this with
us. Can you spare a few moments to visit our showrooms today ? 5;3;0&32:;2;; f,;,:
performance records of this
truck indicate gasoline mile-
age, 19.05 miles per gallon;

oil consumption, nil; water
added, nil; repairs and
aqjulments, nil.




