L

A

A TS R R M e A5

. the fourteen was Senator

_many of

~of the 48 states 21 have no Hmit.

i

e ——— g ]

JULY 9, 1938

THE MARKDALE STANDARD

TEA TIME TALK

(BY WILALA J. MARCH)

-In Florida ore must pay two dol-: The salaries of the legislatire mem-
lars poll tax to enable them 1o vole.! bers also varies according o states.
In some cases this is paid by th2| Rhode Island is the only state which
candidate or a group of his backers,] has no limit to the length of session
if the voter prefers to keep his o%n, bur which payrs its members for
money instead of the right to €ast|sixty dars oalr, no matier how long
his ballot.  This is technically illeg—‘; the session may last, and her legis-
al but why point a finger at that!lature meets but once a year, paring

“General; County Representative in

_ture depends upon the population,

particular step, when there are so|
many technicalities which are out-;
side the law, if it came down to the:
fine thing? = i

The ballot at the recent primary
was 14 by 24 inches divided into
sections containing candidates for no
less than thirty-nine offices. Tae
first office to be marked was “hat of;
President of United States, with the
names of Joseph A. Coutremarsh and
Franklin D. Roosevelr. This of
course was just a sort of straw vote
as the presidential election does not
come till November. Then followed
seven groups of Presidential elect-
ors; representatives for Congress
for this congressional district; then
groups for national dgmosratic com-
mitieeman and committeawoman;
also for delegates for the national
democratic convention for the state
at large; then two delegates for tha
same convention from each district;
then -for county commissioner, one
for each of five districts. Other
offices voted upon were as follows:
Supt. of Public School Instruction;
a Countr Supt. of Public Schools;
Attorney-Geaneral; Commissioner of
Agriculture; Comptroller; Adjutant-

the State Legislature; County Pros-!
ecuting Attorney; Sheriff; Tax Col-
lector; Tax Assessor; Supt. of Regis-

$5.00 per day to her members.

Aos: of the states which have no
limit 1o the duration of session par¥
their members an allotted sum for
the sesslon instead of so much per
head per day. Sixteen out of the
above mentioned 21 do this. The
others pay by the day, with the ex-
ception of California, which pars
-$100 monthlr during eack biennial
term of unlimited duration. IMinois
rates highest, paring $3500 for each
biennium session; thea Pennsyivan-
ja §3000; Wisconsin $2400; XNew
York $1230; Ohio, Mississippi, Min-
nesota, Iowa, Colorado and Arkan-
sas  $100.00 each. lassachusetts
mee:s but annually paying $2000
per member and §4000 o the Presi-
dent of the Senate and Speaker of
the House. The others pay coasid-
erably less or pay by the day per
member. Some few states allow an
additional fee for expenses and mule-
age going to and from sessions.

In the case of Governor, hal? of
the states elect him for a term of
two vears: the other half elects him
for twice that period, with the ex-
coption of New Jerses, calling for a
change every three vears. Only one
of the stafes with a two-rear term
governorship does not allow him to
succeed himself. That state is New
Mexico. Oregor stands alone with

tration; County Surveror; three
groups of ~candidates for member;
Board of Public Instruciion: two!
groups for Constable according tog
districts; Justice of the Peace; three|
groups for Member of Democratic,

‘Executive, both man and Women.;

The group which caused the mosti
excitement and which this year had
the largest list of candidates for}
many years, was the office of Gover-:
nor. Fourteen men lined up for
that office. One of that number had':
decided to run but changed his mind
later but his name had been
placed on record and consigerable:
publicity had been given in general. |
He did not wish to stand amd to elim-!
fnate the poskibility of anyone plan-|
ning to vote £6r him he put up signs|
reading “Do not vote for me” with|
his name beneath. There were six;
candidates of whom I heard abso-!
lutely nothing. The ‘best known of;
Ww. C.|
Hodges, known throughout the State;
as “Homestead Bill” as he favored
a bill for ‘homestead exemption ot}
taxes. It <was fully expected by the
populace that’ this gray-haired Sen-
ator would either be in the lead or
runner-up, but, as in many elections,
there was a dark-horse which spurt-
od ahead at the very eve of the race.
The present Governor, Dave Sholtz,
the Brooklynite, was the dark horse
in the governor’s race of a few years
ago.

The primaries are held perlodi-
cally according to the laws of each
State. The size of the state legisla-

thus thickly populated states of the!
east, though smalier in square mile-
age, have -~more representation.
Years ago gerrymandering, & form
of political sharp practice, was be-
gun, whereby electoral districts were
so laid out that the party in power
possessed a majority of votes In as
them as possible. The
practice produced -districts of very
eccentric app'&jarance, one of which,
attributed to Governor Gerry of
Massachusetts in 1812, being liken-
ed to a salamander, was wittily
dubbed “garrrmandering”. Just
how much of this remains to-day it
is hard to say. :

The term of the representatives
and senators in the state legislature
varies, the term for the former be-
ing mostly two years and the latter
either four or two with the excep-
tion of New Jersey, which-is three.
Phe frequency of sessions of this
legislature is generaliy blennial, with
six exceptions: South Carolina, New
York; Rhode Island, New Jersey and
Aassachuseits, these meating annu-
ally, and then Alabama which meets
four times a year. Then too in
some states the limit of duration of
each session varies from 40 to 907
days with Maryland and Minnesota
having the longest time limit. But

a four-vear term governorship al-
lowing him to be re-elected once.
Thirieen of the 23 four-term states
do not allow him to succeed himself.
North Carolina alone allows the
Governor travelling expenses above
his salarr of $10,300. New York
pdys its Governor $25000; New Jor-
sey $20000; Penna. $15000; Ilin-
ois $12000; and five states $10000
each, with the rest paring less, the
lowest of which iz South Dakota
with $3000. The average salary of
Governor is around $7500 to $3000.
SQome day there may be a two-party
primary in ‘Florida. 5

1 have learned that the negro
would have the right to vote here it
there was a two-party election. As
it is with only the Democratic prim-
ary, they ara not allowed to use
their franchise, as the Dengocratic
pariy will pot allow them to have
any part in their affairs. In the
federal election this coming Novem-
yer the negro will vote but he most
alwvays votes Republican, not that
they cater tc him, but because the
Democrats push him aside entirely.

Another thing which may not be
known to most Canadians is the fact
that people living in the District of
Columbia are mot allowed the fran-
chise, as this is not a state but a
district created for governmental
purposes and its location was made
on the Mason Dixon line, showing no
partiality to  either the north or
south; then because it contains the
seat of natlonal government and .is
therefore the boiling-pot of seathing
politics, it is deemed wise to with-
hold the franchise from residénts of
the district, which is just as fair to
one party as another.

So the Governor’s race goes on at
white heat. - Out of fourteen can-
didates the race dwindled down to
three in the lead when the reports
had been fairly well turned in. The
Senator, Bill Hodges, was thought
to be in second place when a recount
in ome district was called for. Then
another recount over that one was
called for by the opponent with the
resuit that Hodges was out. So the
race narrowed down to two men of
unimpeachable character and it has
been 2 fine, clean challenge ail the
way through for the runoff, which
is being held to-day (Jume 23rd).
What the tide of affairs wiil be is
most difficult to say. This I know,
it will be nip and tuck, as close a
race as Florida has ever known for
Governor.

Judge " Raleigh W. Pettewary of
Tampa, the leading man in the first
primary, is one of the finest men
any 'state could produce. He is
level-headed, broadminded, fair ard
square. Of Fred. P. Come, I think
one could say the same. Petteway
has plowed ahead diligentiy present-
ing his views and platforms, heed-
ing little any criticism headed his

way, and ‘he has handed out none

toaards kis opponent. On the other
hand Mr. Cone, a banker from Lake
Citr, has stated strongly that a
judge could mor have the general
financial experience which ke deems
nscessary 10 be Goverzor. Yet be-
vond any doubt the experience
which a judge mould have wounld
serve him well ia many instances
and that same experience would b2
unknown 1o a banker. On the si:and
of the Florida ship canal! which has
been under construerion thesa past
six or seven months across swate
from Jacksonvilla o the Gulf of
Alexico, slopping 2 bit southward
prear Ocala, these men would both
take different places. The northern
section of the state is almost unan-
imously in favor of the canal as it
would bring much business to that
region, which would be divided else-
where or escape the state eatirely
br the ships going around the tp of
the peninsula. The only folks in
tha canal zone who have opposad
the project have been the gardeners
who beiieved the incoming salt wat-
er would s2ep into-the soil and ruin
their produce. This question has
been argued time and again by
scientists and engineers. The south-
ern portion of the state have hoped
that the canal never would be finish-
ed. According to this reasoning it
is natural to believe that if the two
candidates ook issue over the cana!
prospect Cone would stand by his
northera dreams and Petieway
would be a true Tampan, hoping
that its completion would no: be
slated in Congress. Still it iz quite
possible that neither men are firmly
set on this point one~ way or the
other. Cone has stated that a man
who was sectional was too smali for
Governor, this statement of course
being fired at his opponent. .

There are many, many things
which will have influenced the votes
to-day. Just what percentage of the
ballots cast for fourteen candfiates
in the last primary three weeks ago
each of the two will get would be
impossible to determine. There are
so many irons in the fire which
would sway votes either way. Poli-
tics is as deep as the sea and just as
unfathomable. ~There are so many
swirling undercurrents that ther
run into each other causing a gen-
eral upheavel and iadecision of di-
rection.

After the first primary many con-
terences wera held by the various
facts with a view to just how the
votes that fell by the political way-
side could be angled for.. Three
candidates who drew thousands and
thousands of votes had no chance in
the run-off but +where those votes
wili be divided is Impossible to say.
TUndoubtedly it will be those thous-
ands of liberated votes that will tura
the tide for one of the two candi-
dates in the run-off. The strange
part of it is that a few months ago
taw people thought the run-oif
would include either of thess men.

The “cracker” vote of the state,
meaning the State-born folks who
are so named from the old habit of
cracking thelr corn with rocks, will
be with Fred. Cone, the banker.
Both men are in favor of old-age
pensions, thus possibiy leaning fav-
orably towards the Townsend Plan.
And_speaking of the Townsend fol-
iowers, their candidate in the first
primary was Jerry Carter but Jerry
had bad luck. Garbage -collectors)
fished rolls of his uncounted baliots
from sawers in Jacksonville, the dis-
trict which double-crossed one other
candidate and swung on the eve of
election to Cone. It is said that the
clarion call of the higher-ups made
this change. So this, that and the
other thing, be they sectional, legal,
fair, corrupt, or what have rou, will
play the game of politics to-day.
The cards are in the hands of the
voter but behind him, in many cases,
is the other person’s mind directing
the play. And the joker is in tae
deck, ever popping up to aid this
one and fool another. To-night will
tell the tale. .

And its all over and Fred. P. Cone
is the next Governor of Florida. He
was the dark horse who spurted
ahead in the first primary to the
amazement of thousands. He again
had fortune with him yesterdar,
polling 350,000 of a majority over
Raleigh Petteway. Tampa Judge.
This is certain, there was influential
political machinery which laid pres-
sure in his direction. The mud-
slinging was withheld till the radio
talks on-the eve of election. This
‘was done as a last resort, fearing
that had it happened all through the
campaign the finer thinking people

~ To bridge te gap

between week-endse

Jim Thompson never lets loneliness get
him down. With the family away for the
summer he bridges the gap between week-
ends, by telephone. Twice a week, at a set
hour, he has a reassuring and cheering
chat with wife and voungsters. There’s
nothing like Long Distance to take the
edge off separation. It’s speedy, clear,
dependable and invaluable in emergency.

®0n both “Anvone” and “Person-to-
Person” calls, Low Night Rates apply
after 7. and ALL DAY SUNDAY. e

would change their support to clean-| Pass. Lincoin Wilson. Garry Eills,
er channels. Sectionalism crept in. Donald Belfry, Leota Gilber:, Rage

{0 win the dar, even though the' Fawcett.

winner had said that any man whoi ® Gladys Currie, teacher
was sectional was oo small for: N —

Govarnor. Even so. Fred. P. Con-:—g Iiimberley Junior Room

has the stuff in him of which fine,
teaders are made. He has experi-'
ence and ability. If only he will not '
be sway=d and ruled by the political !
machiners which undoubtediy won
him the dar. His opponant, Raleigh
Petteway, is one of the grandest
losers, ome of the nation’s finest
citizems and ne took his defeat iike
a soldier, wiring his congratulations
and best wishes to his victor.

SCHOOL REPORTS

Kimberley Scnior Room

Junior to Sr. IV—Honours, Alma
Wickens; Pass, Elvie Morwood, Nel-
lie Harnes, Gordor Chard, Mervyn
Ellis, Lois Weber; promoted on the
year’s work. Ivan Camack.

Sr. II to Jr. IV—Honours, Gloria
Belfry, Harold Graham, Donald Gra-
ham, Kendall Chard, Junior Allen;

Jr. III to Sr. lII—Irene Wickens
h.. Ciare Dillon h.. Audrey Fawcett,
Yernon Fawcett. Dalbert Wickens,

Sr. II to Jr. Ill—Barbara Allen
h.. Marjory Belfry h., Jackie Haynes,
Betiy Graham, Gwendolyn Ellis.

Sr. I to Jr. II—Eleanor Ellis equal
with June Beliry and Merle Smart
h.. Leona Kirkpatrick h., Vermon
Cornfizcld k., Jackie Dillon, Shirley
McMuiien.

Sr. Pr.—Gladys Haynes.

Jr. Pr.—Iona Smar:, Will Haynes,
Barry Wailace, Dorothy Haymes.

Best in spelling—Leona Kirkpate
rick.

Jean Carruthers, teache®
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_ Advertise in The Standard. o F%

Renew your dally paper at TH@
Stan-lard office and save money.
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MADE IN CANADA

FOUR
CIOWR

VARNISH
STAIN

A clear, transparent varnish
for finishing and refinishing
Banisters, Stairs, Floors,
Furniture, Linoleum, Wicker-
work, Woodwork and for
general interior use. It gives
unusual service on Floors,
Furniture, Woodwork and
other interior surfaces sub-
ject to extra hard wear.
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“LEAVES NO BRUSH MARKS™

Come in and let us show you.

For Sale By .
F.T. HILL & CO., LTD,, MARKDALE
4 5 ¢




