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Motor Accidents Give

Reasonifor Concern
:, the Chie! Constable of

e

Recen

Toronto.

hiz annual
coucerning moidr
.nts  which provide food for
as thought not only to Toronto
1o the Province of Ontario gen-

was stated that 1S out of 22
d with manslaughter and 35

41 charged with criminal nes-

mozor accidents.
To quote the Chief Constable, “In

most cases the charges werse with-
drawn, dismissed or no bill found.
Three persons convicted of crimina:
negligence were placed on suspended
sentence and five fined.”

In some cases. perhaps, the evi-
dence may have been inadequate,
but it seems safe to assume thatl in
the majority of cases. if not all ol
them. the police were sure of tke
facts before they took action. Which
brings us to the painful conclusion
that some judges and juries seem 1o
think more of the driver than of the
people who were run down, Killed
or painfully injured.

The Honorable T. B. McQuesten.
Minister of Highways. =ees very
clearly the need for more drastic
action in this respect. He has, re-
peatedly. and in no uncertain terms,
stated the seriousness of the prob-
lem created by unjustifiable leniency
towards ‘motorists and drivers of
commercial vehicles whose negli-
zence has caused fatalities.

The plain truth, of course. is that
criminal negligence in driving is be-
ing practiced on an alarming scala
and most of it does not get into the
law courts. And. when it does, with
a mansiaughter charge laid, the jur-
jes become soft-hearted to an amaz-
inz degree in face of the evidence
presented.

A Change of Heart
In Drivers Would Help

Personal, individual care and re-
sponsibility among motorists is, of
course, the mosi effective means to
scaling down the toll of accidents.
As the Motor Vehicle Branch of the
Department of Highways 1is con-
stantiy pointing out, “Ontario must
start thinking safety”.

The appalling toll of accidents
would soon be reduced if operators
of motor vehicles would discipiine
shemselves to drive at sensible
szpeed; if they would make
:ha: their tires, brakes and
were effective; if . they shunn d
liquor when called upon to drive:
and if theyr siopped taking chances
rear street cars. at cross-sections, ou
and hills, in places whers
are liable to be chiidren, in
¢, everywhere.
Undoubtadly many
taking their responsibility
i¥ and are honestly trring to drive
as responsible citizens should. with
regard for evervone—including
. bui these seem to be in

drivers are
seriout:-

the minority. judging by the ever-
increasing accident list.
Reckless drivers, however, are

finding the courts far less sympathe-
tic than of vore. Jail sentences are
becoming the rule rather than the
exception; and there is a markad
tendency towards the utmost sever-
ity in cases where a death has oc-
curred. This, of course. is a sisn
that the public generally is waking
up to the situation.

It is too bad that a supposedly en-
lightened province like our own
should need the penitentiary held
over its head to prevent criminal
negligence when driving; but, until
the province, generally, is fully a-
roused to its responsibilities whiie
at the wheel of motor vehicles, there
seems to be no effective alternative.

When eversone in Ontario—aad
elsewhere—realizes that mad speed
is a species of crime, then we shail
have a very different, and a better-
ed, situation. The sooner that happy
day arrives; the better for all of us.

The Week at Ottawa

by Frederick Edwards

Liberal Quedsc, through its Arst
citizen, Premier L. A. Tas:chereau,
:hinks Mr. Benneit’s reform for se-
curity programme is all right.

From the very threshold of St.
James Sireet. the hud of opposition

10 any reform of the present econom-
ic system, came this officia! Liberal
approval of Mr. Beaneit's plans for
improving the lot of industrial work-
er and farmer.

It was: in no less a place than the
Quebee  Legislative Assembdbly that
Premier Taschereau made his pro-
reform declaration. When the full
offect of the Benneit reforms Is
established. the Liberal premier
said, Quebee is ready and willing 0
co-operate with the Dominion gov-
ernment by passage of implement-
ary legislation to give effect to min-
imum wages, limitation of working
hours and establishment of unem-
ployment and other social insurance.

Then up spoke Labour Minister
C. J. Arcand. He had had no re-
quest from organized labour in the
province for minimum wage legisla-
tion as it affects male workers. i
will take the occasion. however.” he
remarked. *“to pay homage to th2
parliament of my country for its
sincerity in presenting these meas-
ures.”

These

sincere compliments from
Liberal leaders to Prime Minister
Bennett and the Conservative gov-
ernment of the Dominion came after
Aime Guertir (Ind., Hull) had made
the suggestion that Quebec should,
with other provinces, pass necessars
laws to give eflect to Dominion re-
form legislation. There had been
need of such legislation in Quebec
for at least 15 years, the Hull mem-
ber told the Legislature. *‘Do the
people live for the constitution, or s
it the constitution which should live
for the people?” he asked. >

At Ottawa members are beginning
to trickle back from their constitu-
encie: for the last lap of the ‘Seven-
teenth Parliament which opens May
20. Prime Minister Bennett is on
his way back from England; and it
it be judged by the .vigorous w.;a}; he
spoke over the air from the Bri
metropolis, his trip abroad has re-
vitalized his over-strajned physique.
There iz much speculation as to
whether or not he will again lead
the Conservative party in the forth-
coming election. but there will be no
definite pronouncement until Mr.
Bennett s ready to speak.

Departments are humming with
activity. As rapidly as possible leg-
islation is being framed to give
effect to the findings of the Rorai
Commission on Price Spreads. The
Labour Department is making pre-
parations for the million-dollar gen-
logical survey in anticipation of par-
liamentary sanction of the :cheme.
Hon. George H. Sedgewick will trav-
el west to open the probe into the
automobile industry in Canada. The
sittings will be in Vancouver on
May 20, moving from there o Cal-
gary on May 27. o =

Many Candadians are wrath that
shey did not receive one of the ten
thousand King's Silver Jubilee med-
als distributed in Canada, The gov-
ernment has been fiooded with let-
ters of protest during the past week.
expressions of indignation
over non-receipt of 2 medal while
someone eise had got one. What
these protesters do not realize is
that the government has nothing to
do with making the recommenda-
tions. The list submitted to and ap-
proved by the King was compiled
from nominees of the Canadian Le-
gion, medical associations, nurses’
and teachers’ organizations: Neither
ministers or private members of Par-
liament had any :ay in the matter
whatever.

J. Earl Lawson, K.C., chief organ-
izer for the Dominion Conmservative
party, opened the campaign in Que-
bec on May $ with a stirring address
to party stalwarts in Montreai. Dub-
bing Mr. Bennett a ‘“‘crusader”, Mr.
Lawson went on to stress three vital
factors to success-in an election—a
leader, a policy, and most important
of all, votes. The Conservative
party had the first two already, he
=aid, and it was now up to the rank
and file of the workers to “go into
the highways and byways and spread
the gospel”.

Senator Joseph Rainville, provin-
cial Conservative organizer, in an
optimistic speech, declared that the
pariy would contest at least 45 seats
in the province of Quebec.
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Religious Forum

Your Church

Of ail the institutions that minis-
ter to the genaral welfare, Your
Church is the only one thal depends
upon you for its growth and support.
The agencies that protect your life
and property have behind them all
the power of Government. Training
for the mind and healing for the
body are provided in schools 2nd
hospitals, and every citizen shares ie
their maintenance.

Your Church. however, stands a-
lone. It functions or ceases to func-
«ion according as those who belong
«0 it—or who should belonsg to it—
uphold its teachings ‘and its WOrk.

Yet it ministers to something
quite as important as life, ‘health or
property. Yea, that to which it
ministers is far more important than
all these together. "It does more 0
make rour town a good place to live
in than any other institution. It ¢an
do more to make your own life
broader. more wholesome and worth-
What about your relation to
stands ready to

while.
the Church that
serve you?

Sermons in Church are all very
well for those who are present, but
the very large number of peaople who
seldom or never attend a place of
worship are 'necessarix_v untouched
by the most faithful  deliveranc2
from the pulpit. - This gives special
value to any utterance which can
reach those who are. not usually
found in Church. One of these re-
cently appeared in a secular news-
paper and as the words are applic-
able to many other places than the
place mentioned this message . de=
serves attention’ by all who are not
particularly regular in their Church
attendance: g KB

) more vivid sense of responsi-
bility for the Church habit is need-
ed. not only in the Church, but oui-
side it. In a great city there are
men by the ten thousand, able, sue-
ces:ful, prosperous, earning.fair ia-
comes, who- would i'ggard it as a

ca!:.'x'mit:-' if the Churches were to dis-|-

appear. They want:a_ clerg¥man at

baptism, marriage and. funeral, ‘and |

they want Sunday Schools for their
children. :
of the Church as an organization.
They like to feel it is active. They
admire and approve its work. But
ther do nothing for it. They neith-
er attend nor support it. They for-
get their personal responsibility.
Unconsciously, they are working and
acting to sap and end an institution
in which they believe, whose loss
they would deplore, and which they
always use when they want it. Plain-
Iy, such men have a duty to dis-
charge in supporting and attending
the Churches of the faith to which
they -belong, at least enough to keep
the present ‘orga’niza:ion of religion
alive, active and growing.”—Select-
ed. .

'DORNOCH.

(Intended for last \\:eek D
Mr. John Shell of Peterborough is

spending some time with his sister, |.

Mrs. John W. Lang.’

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Lister and Pa-
tricia attended the Dowdall-Kennedy
wedding at Arthur last Tuesday.

Messrs. Wm.: Vasey, Edward and
Tommy Melosh left for Northern
Ontario last Tuesday, where they
have secured positions.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Reinhart of
Guelph were guests for the holiday
with Mr. and Mrs. P. H. O’Neill.

Miss Blanche Duggan of the Irish
Block is visiting at the homé of her
zister, Mrs. Wm. Kenny,.'

_ The Melosh family spent an even-
ing recently with Mr. and Mrs. J. P.
Vasery.

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Corlett enter-
tained a number of their friends to
a party on Friday night. An enjoy-
able evening was spent by all.

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gralhman and
Clarence, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Gold-
smith and Vernon and Mr. Joe Sulli-
van spent an evening with Mr. and
Mrs. Jas. Lister.

Mr. Fred. Hiscox spent Sunday
with his sister, Mrs. Jos. Dyer.

Mrs. Kenny sr. is visiting with her
daughter, Mrs. Michael Casey.

Congrafulations to Mr.-and Mrs.
George Frizzell on their recent mar-
riage.. The bride was formerly Miss
Valarie McCracken. g

Miss Vernie Shewell is holiday-
ing at her parental home here.
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W heén spring is in the air . . . and your thoughts
turn to fishing . . . and all your tackle is in
order . . . '

It's only a matter of minutes to round up 2
few I_;indred Spirits . « . via’ Long Distance.

@ Whether it’s social or business contacts,
the telephone makes them quicker and
easier. See the list of rates in the front
.pages of your directory; you can nlk
100 miles or so for as little as 30 cents.

They believe in the valus|-

Shell Service Station
o S
AIR-GOOLED
TIRES

BATTERIES AND
ACCESSORIES

RADIO, ELECTRIC
- AND GENERAL
"REPAIRS

All Work Guaranteed

W. W. GRAHAM

Phone 39, Markdale

FLOOR PAINT

*DRIES
OVER
NIGHT~

Gives a tough, elastic, hard
wearing protective film..
Waterproof and Weather-
proof. Retains gloss under
severest outdoor or indcor
, usage.

We show a variety of
attractive shades.

F. T. HILL & CO., LTD,
- MARKDALE, ONT.




