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TEA TIME TALK

(BY WILMA

J. MARCH)

To-nigh:, beneath Southern star-
it skies. let me tell you a thrilling
tale, my Northera friends—a tale of

sible. To conduct the camp along
the Government regulations is not
an easy task but the paramount ob-

convict life in the suany State of 1ject of the camp is not only to pue-

Florida. First of all, how many of
you would care to visit a conviet
camp. yvour éscort a recently pardon-
ed convict
Thrilling? Immensely so. And so
very interesting too. Afraid? XNo
need to be whatsoever. Mothers.
wives and sweethearts visit the in-
mates every week. Dangerous char-
acters? Yes, some of them but they
are closely sguarded and have be-
come accustomed to the routine. A
great many of the young men in
those camps are there because they
temporarily forgot their home, mo-
ther, loved ones and God or maybe
never kxnew Him as a Saviour. The
stress of circumstances. the power
of temptation, the inability of meet-
ing the trials of to-morrow, the
smooth tongue of the tempter, offer-
ing easy money in return for a “tip™
or some aid in pulling off 2 “job™,
these and many more reasons have
brought those boys face to face with
the law. It was inevitable, sooner
or later they are caught and the
sooner the better both for humanity
and for themselves. The lesson
comes then before the person be-
comes accustomed to the downward
pathway. At heart many of the in-
mates—the word convict sounds so
dangerous—are decent, respectable
men who made a mistake and are
paying the price of their folly. Per-
haps the backgrouad of boyrhood
had not been a2 happy one and per-
haps mother had been taken from
that home by the hand of death,
leaving a little fellow to run the
streets without the care and guid-
ance which he needed. There are
muititudes of reasons as different
as human beings themselves. But
‘the result is the same. There iz a
price tag on ail things, though
sometimes it is hidden from view.
Sometimes the price is paid over and
over again. One lesson has not
been sufficient. But in many cases
like those of the erring boy who
never stops to realize that a charge
account has to be paid some day,
half the term of sentence would be
enough to impress the truth upon
his naked soul in seared letterings.
It is well though to make the sen-
tence an enduring one. Perhaps the
whole future depends upon the pre-
scription for the cuve. The name
“convict” comes from conviction or
nonvicted. It sounds harsh and in
many cases fits the man, but there
is also the other side of it too. The
shap who has made a mistake and
is paying for it, who is truly sorry
and knows he shall never fall into
that trap again, that the word “‘con-
vict” should follow him out through
those gates is pitiful. And invari-
ably those who label him so are
pever the omes to lend him a help-
ing hand. No, they are the sinners
with the unbridled tongue, basking
in their self-righteousness, too holy
to step from their throne and give a
word of encouragement. Yet if that
convict were their own son how very
different it would be.

It is unpleasant that our count-
ries have the need for these crime
“hospitals”. The laws are not made
for the folks who keep them but for
the folks who don’t. The world has
ever known the breaking of restric-
tions. The location and climate en-
ters into the nature of the place of
punishment. In the North it is im-
possible to have an all-year camp
with the men performing the-tasks
of out-door labor day in and day
out. The housing and labor prob-
lems are not so easily solved as in
the South. Here in Florida twelve
months of the year the convicts are
able to work out of doors and the
camp itself can be a portable one,
being taken to whatever locality
furnishes such type of work as they
do for the State Legislature. They
have the freedom of fresh air with
the health-giving sunshine stream-
ing down upon them. They have
the blessings of sub-tropical fruit
and vegetables in abundance. Dur-
ing the warm season they wear only
trousers and shoes when laboring.
We all know that they wear striped
black and white clothes which are
conspicuous in case they escape from
the camp. Many rigid rales are
necessary in these camps as they
are also in every reform institution.
Law and order must prevail. But

irom that same camp?i.

ish but 10 reform and make useful
citizens where possible of those who
come within its boundaries. It is a
restoration period where the men
who repents is given a chance 19
abide by the laws, to regain health
and learn to do work with his hands
which will serve him in later years.
Weaklings grow stronger, just as
jmany soldiers did through the rou-
tine of military life. They are not
worked beyond their strensth, but
they do learn to know that strength
and how to make the most of it.
\When release comes they are more
capable of earning an honest living
and facing the world with an entire-
1y different attitude. Good balanced
meals are provided to suit the sea-
son and the labor at hand. Com-
fortable beds are provided and the
rules are such that the men get
plenty of rest. Saturday afternoon
and Sunday are recreation and rest
days. The “trusties” or short term
men are given many liberties. such
as wandering about the grounds arnd
relaxing in carefree manner. Nat-
urally it would be unwise for them
10 atiempt escape if theyx 1ere so
inclined because they would un-
doubtedly be caught and the sen-
tence possibly lengthened and their
freedom taken from them.

i The life or long-term men are
ikept within the inner fencing of the
:camp. Some of them are forced to
wear chains or hobbles about the
ankles, so that should they attempt
;escape little time could be made.
é}lence the word *chain gang™ oris-
;inates from this method of security.
iOnly the worst or most difficuit
itypes to handle are subjected to' this
. treatment. These men do the work
about the sleeping quarters and Kkit-
lchen. For the hardened and resent-
Ilul convict, who creates a distur-
!

1
i

bance and tries to undermine the
' smoothness of the routine, there is
'the sweatbox which is used only
!when necessary. These types have
{to be treated similar to the unruly
3child which would disrupt the en-
;xire neighborhood if allowed to do
{s0. Wm. Pitt said ‘““where law ends,
ityranny begins.”

{ The man who has been a menace
!to humanity for vears is often more
idifﬁcu]t to handle than he who, in
fa moment of passion brought on by
i dope, liquor, jealousy. etc., lost his
‘head and committed 2 crime which
resulted in a long-term or life-sen-
tence. His act was unlikely pre-
meditated, while that of the habitual
{law-breaker was planned and was
! thie fruit of a hardened heart and a
‘twisted mind. Those showing a
tendency and desire to be penitent,
useful, honest and sincere are treat-
ed accordingly. If thcir actions are
consistent with their words, their
intentions and their promises of
living differently, then they are
bound to be given consideration and
the case weighed honestly by the
authorities. That gives them the
rainbow of hope on the horizon of
good conduct after the stormy trials
of the past on a sea of trouble.

At the time of conviction citizen-
ship rights are denied but upon
pardon or release, unless condition-
al, they are restored. He can then
face the Jyorld a free man and the
future depends upon himself. It is
pitiful that some unkind critics
deem it justifiable to remind the
man and inform the world at large
that he has slipped in the past. Bui
if his heart is right and his deter-
mination to do the proper thing.
strong within him. he need not care.
Sometimes that very hazard makes
him grit his teeth all the harder
and show the cynics what he can do.
“The greater the obstacle the more
glory in overcoming it.”—Maliere.

And after all, who of us would
dare to question that many of the
men in those camps are bravely la-
boring, with a broken heart sending
the life-blood through their veins?
They are unfortunate human beings
who made a mistake and are paying
the price. Instead of criticizing we
should thank God that circumstan-
ces and His love have saved us from
their fate. Disraeli said “It is so
much easier to ve critical than to be
correct.”

In Florida the State convicts work
on the roads, building new ones and
repairing the old. Man and maule

the men are treated as well as pos-

strength are utilized to the benefit

of the State and the public. They
work hard but not berond their
strepgzh. Hours of proSfitable labor
bring a well-earned resi. As one
drives alonz the highways it is a
common thing 10 see a dozen or
more men in their striped uniforms
working in groups by the wayside.
Or perkaps it is nocn and they are
relaxing beneath the trees. There
alwayv= an armed guard with them
~quipped with long aad close range
zuns. Mcest of these highway work-
ers are trusties content to work out
thair term and honestly deszerve
their freedom. =

\Vhen a man breaks the laws cf
the State he must face the conse-
quences. He is hunted if necessary,
arrested, tried and if found guilty
is sent to Raiford. Later he is ex-
amined to determine his physical
conditiop. If able he is sent to the
hard-road camps where only the
physically fit are put to work on the
nighway=s. This laber is strenuous
but until tested out it is a wise type
of work. If he is inclined to start
trouble he is not so likely to do so
if he is kept busy and the toil tires
him naturally. Every restriction,
law and rule is for a definite pur-
pose. Sometimes out-of-State men
come to Florida and violate the law.
They are checked, put in a camp and
treated similar to all the other con-
victs and they strongly resent hav-
ing to do hard labor. They perhaps
think they should be allowed to sit
around and read or pass the time as
they wish, behind those walls or
gates.

But let me get back to the tale
rezarding my own visit to the con-
vict camp in a pear-by county. I
have also visited the colored camp
where a gentleman whom I know is
the Captain. There a group of the
negroes sang for me. The Captain
told me that when he conquered the
“ring-leader’” or instigator of plans
e had little trouble. He treats
them just as fine as possible without
losing perfect control over them.
He is a Southerner and colored folks
are accustomed to taking orders
from white gentlemen. I doubt if a
northerner could handle them suc-
cessfully.

Two years ago I was told by 2
Canadian evangelist about the work
he was doing in the prison camps
and jails in this State. I was very
interested and little thought that
some day I should meet one of the
men of whom he told me. I was
glad to learn of his experience in
meeting and talking with our min-
ister friend. To know that he was
bringing happiness, cheer and the
Gospel to one who needs his guid-
ance and love was splendid indeed.
Then last Fall soon after our return
South our friend came to town, had
dinner with us and told how he had
taken the young man’s case to the
authorities and he hoped to have
him pardoned. The chap had ac-
cepted Christ as his personal Saviour
and wished to ‘be able to help others
to avoid the temptations and pitfalls
wkich he had encountered. I was
told that the Captain, the guards
and the men in camp all had a Hk-
ing for the chap. In fact they call-
ed him the parson and he was trust-
ed beyond the average trustie. Many
people khad an interest in him and
hundreds were praying for him.

And what had he doxe you 2s
I'll tell you the story back of th
arrest and conrviction.

Born of fine Southern parentage
he had lost his mother when but 2
boy. A colored mammy had cared
for nim from birth in true Southern
siyle. His parents had truly loved
one another and he inhecits that
toyalty to his friends. During the
peak of pro:perity he knew what it
was to make good money and, being
accustomed to the best money could
buy. he nawurally missed these
things when the depression came.
Being a successful salesman he mat
every class of people and encouraged
their frieadship for the sake of busi-
ness. This sometimes is unwise and
proved to be in his case. With a
happy carefree disposition he had
many friends and his company was
much sought after, for he was free
with the money he made. This
made for him fair-weather friends,
who cared for the zood times he
turnished. We all know that type
o7 friendship. One thing led to an-
other and with the ups and downs
drink came into the picture. When
things went wrong a drink was sup-
posed to drive away the blues. Bui.
as always, it only made thing:
worse. ‘Then during the lewest
point of depression with a mind in-
fiamed by drink he and three other
companions held up 2 party and
took what money they could find.
Two of the four were zirls, one of
them becoming fearful and at a
later date confessed to the police.

Our young friend was arrested
upon his arrival from another State.
But that was the end of drink, fair-
weather friends and the period of
life which had brought him face to
face with the law. 2

The customary proceedings were
gone through. He was convicted,
pleading guilty and taking his medi-
cine like a man. It was while he
was in jail that our evangelist met
him and brought such encourage-
ment into his life. It was then that
I first heard of him and rejoiced ai
the good fortune or shall we call it
God’s will, " that brought them to-
gether. “‘Some call it evolution but
others call it God™. Only for that
meeting he would still be a member
of a Florida convict camp. How
verily true it is that “God works in
a mysterious way His wonders to
perform.” Then he was sent to the
camp but the minister was ever his
loral friend. constantly keeping in
touch with him, prayring and visiting
him when possible.

Then this past Fall during dinner
the minister told me how he hoped
to have the vouth’s pardon through
in time so that he could accompany
him to the Bahamas on an evange-

=
{iistic tour. Even the Captain of the
him pardoned

camp wanted to s€e
and offéred every aid that he could,
taking his case before the Gorvernor
of the State. 1 was told the c:_pmn_\
had said he trusted the chap soO
much that he would feel confident
if he were sent across the Siate on
an errand he would return when ex-
pected.
Then 1 heard no more till one day
early in December. The minister
called saying that he expected a tel-
egram from the Governor with the
yourh’s pardon. He left full of
hope, returning in 2 few days. It
was nearly noon when he came to
the door with 2 broad smile lighting
his face. I knew that his efforts
had not been ia vain. He said the
man was in his car and would 1 cars
to meet him? Of course I wanted
to meet someone who had been
worthy of all the help he had re-
ceived. I fully expected to see a
broken down man with a sad face.
But to my surprise and delight I
gazed upon a young man with the
radiance of jor and happiness fall-
ing from his lips, shining in his eyes
and his whole personality bespeak-
ing of the gratefulness he entertain-
ed. He was almost hilarious with
joy. And how very, very natural it
was to feel that way! Freedom,
life, opportunity and all that meakes
the world worthwhile were his once
more. Youth with its dreams, its
ambitions, its mountains to climb
and valleys to view were again his
birthright. How glorious, beautiful
and wonderful it was to be alive and
able to expand one’s chest with the
breath of freedom again! And the
man who had helped win those
things for him was just as happy in
his own way. The whole atmosphers
was charged with joy. I was happy
too, seeing their joy.. Who wouldn't
be happy who had 2 grateful heart
in their breast? The minister told
how the chap had been dressed in
his striped clothes when he went for
him that morning. With tears in
my eves I said “By God’s grace you
took them off for the last time did-
n’t you?” He replied “Yes ma’am,
never again. The rest of my life is
going to be lived helping others.”
«and many a man with life out of
tune,

And battered and torn with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to 2 thoughtless
crowd.

Much like an old violin.

But the Oaster comes—and the fool-
ish crowd

Never can quite
worth of a soul

And the change that is wrought,

By the touch of the Master’s hand.

understand the

(Continued on next page)
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THERE

217 Bay Street

to treat your cattle with

COOPER'S WARBLE FLY POWDER—
100% kill —no guess work.

Ask your local Cooper Dealer, or write

Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers Limited

iS STILL TIME

Toronto, Ontatio

the coming season:

Gooed Advice to

Cream=—ciom

The dairy herd, in the future as in the past, is the main source of livelihood
for the farmer. With spring here and another cream season at hand our advice
is to keep up and increase your dairy herd, as we are looking for fair cream
prices during the coming season. As fo the marketing of your cream, we feel
! sure that there is no distant market that can give you as good or better resulfs
i than those received at our creameries. ]
‘The following are the reasons we are asking for your full patronage during

1. Because our prices are always Market Highest.

66 - Phones - 66

2. Whether you bring your cream in yourself or ship it in with our trucks
our service is uninterrupted and best by none.
3. Because your cream is weighed, graded and teste
4. The main reason why you should patronize our creameries is because
by doing so you are helping us to maintain the above practices which wé

feel sure are to the interests of the local farmer.
Sell to us and benefit by it. Correct Weight and Correct Test Guaranteed.
THE CREAMERY WILL BE OPEN SATURDAY NIGHTS

Markdale and Dundalk Creameries

Preducers

d immediately on arrival.
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