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 Our New Style |

\With this issue The
presented 2as an elzght-page all-home
print paper, the =ame size as our
four-page style us<ed since the be-
ginning of the present year. Quite
a number of our subscribers have
been consulted and we are comply-
ing with the wishes of the majority
in making the change. Newspupers
all over Canada have been compelled
to cut out unneceszary expenditures
and the elimination of ithe ready-
print portion of the vountry weekly
has afforded a great saving. We
have had no complaints from our
readers because of the change mude
a few monih: ago and we hope our
new style will receive the approvai
of all. The size and style has been
adopted by numerous weeklies in
Ontario and it appears to be quite
popular and satisfactory.

Playing Politics
With the County

with

The Hepburn Government
all its pre-election promises is cer-
tainly not living up to its economy
promise as far as Bruce County is
concarned, especially in reference io0
the Children’s Shelter. an institu-
tion which up to the present time
has been financed by the County
‘Council at an annual expense of
around $4000. For that amount a
building, an inspector and the feed
and care of children are maintaiaed.
At a combined mesting of the Waz-
den’s Com. of the County and a com-
mittec of the Children’s Shelter held
at Walkerton last Friday afternoon
the information was divulged that
they intend to take over the man-
agement of the institution, replacing
the present inspectar, Rev. R. Pur-
due  with a Government appointee
and other officials in the same way.
The information was also gleared
that instead of the cost being a-
round $1000 as at present, the Coun-
ty will be assessed around $14000
under the Government control, which
means that the taxpayvers of the
County will be assessed an exira
$10000 in the future.

The Children’s Shelter under the
present management has given ex-
cellent service and this latest move
on the part of the Government will
not meet with the approval of the
majority of the ratepayers of Bruce.
—Tara Leader.

LIBERTY’S
CANADIAN
HALL OF FAME
No. 2

Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, world
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{didate that the Bennett government

The Week at Ottawa

by Frederick Edwards

With the vigor and forcefulness
which characierize his important ut-
terances, Hon. Dr. R. J. Manion,
Minister of Railways, spiked the
ispering campaign against this
zovernmen:. 10 the effect thatr we
are ont for amalgamation™ of the
two large railway tems. It was
ng his speech on the Budget de-

e Dr. Azanion
2 asz “1of the
most vicious sort™. lle laid blame
for its source directly on the Liberal
doorstep. and characterized the
zatement of a Torounto Liberal can-

was about 1o merge the two systems
as a  -plain, ordinary, evervday
falsehood™.

*No one on this side of the House,
cither in the front lines or in the
rear so far as I know, has come out
for the amalgamation of the Cana-
dian  Nationa! Railways and the
Canadian Pacific Railway,” Dr. Man-
ion said. He reminded the House
of an oft-quoted phrase which Prime
Minister R. B. Bennett coined dur-
irg 2 Winnipeg speech—Competi-
tion aver., amalgamaiion never.

“This government is not favour-
able to amalgamation”. he told the
“In the Canadian National-
Canadian ‘Pacific Railway bill of
1933 we incorporated clause 27
which forbids amalgamation. . . .
The only man in this House who
has come out openly for amalgama-
tion iz the hon. member for North
Waterloo (Mr. Euler. Liberal). He
called it unification, but that to my
mind is another name for the same
thing. 1 repeat here what I said at
Brockville and at Smith's Falls,
that under present conditions there
is no solution for the Canadian rail-
way problem by means of amalga-
mation.”

“I have never said this before,
but I say it to-day™, the Minister of
Railways said emphatically, “To my¥
mind such a huge monopoly as that
wonld be a menace to the political
and economic life of this nation. . .
I want it clearly understood that
this government is not for amalga-
mation. has never come out for it.
and anybody who makes statements
10 that effect wilfully tells what is
not true.”

In vigorous fashion Dr. anion
ripped to shreds the Budget criti-
cism of the Liberal financial expert,
Col. J. L. Ralston. He defended the
“poor man’'s” Budget introduced 2a
week ago by he inister of Finance
Hon. Edgar N. Rhodes. and pilloried
tire 0ppo=mon for being party-first
instead of Canada-first in their atti-
tude toward government legislation
of the past five years.

“Canada is on the march to bet-
ter things. It will never be the
same again. irrespective of the atti-
tude of my hon. friends opposite or
of anv attitude on our part,”” Dr.
Manion said. “There is a great pro-
gressive movement under way but
unfortunately our friends opposite
do not even recognize it.”

From well-informed quarters in
the Capital comes the rumour that
there will be 2 month’s adjournment
of the House over the Easter recess.
It will probably be from the second
week in April.

To-day will see completion of the
NMass Buying and Price Spreads
Commiszion, which should be in the
hands of Hon. R. B. Hanson, Minis-
ter of Trade and Commerce. not
later than Monday  (April 1). A
minority report is being issued by
E. J. Young, free-trade Liberal of
Weyburn. Sask.

For more than a week Prime Min-
ister DBennett has been receiving
members of the Government daily
in his apartment and is well on the
mend. Hon. W. D. Herridge, Can-
adian Minister to Washington and
brother-in-law of the Prime Minis-
ter, was a visitor last Thursday.

Sooner or later Canada will have
homes for old soldiers, the House
was told by Hon. D. M. Sutherland,
Minister of Pensions. He indicated
the possibility of utilizing military
hospitals for this purpose. E

House.

Copy Early, Please

Contributors to The Standard
are again reminded that copy

must be handed in early in
the week.

Miss Macphail’s Letter

Living drama is seea but rarelr
in the Parliament of Canada. There
is so much unreality and pretence.
staging and make-believe, in both
the House of Commons and the
S-pate. But the :cene enacied in
the Railway Committee room when
the Mavors of the prineipal urban
municipalities in Capada presented
their case to the members of both
Houses was vital, moving drama.

The Mayors, bvarricaded belind a
length of tables placed end to end.
attended by secretaries and an im-
portant zrray of press men, faced
Senators 2nd Commoners. In short,
powerful speeches, moving in their
sincerity and seriousness, the chief
magistrates of our great cities laid
bare the plzin unvarnished truth re-
zarding the financia! position into
which the growing burden of relief
had brought them.

Here were inea who are, day after
day. grappling with the probiem of
feeding. housing and clothing 16
per cent. of their entire population,
under what is called relief. They
were of the people: they saw the

distress. felt the unrest, here con-
scious of the peoples fears. They
came to tell us about it. -*“We

know"" they zaid. “We are closer to
the people. This thing cannot go
on.” ’

“In abundance we perish for lack
of enough: men and women are idle,
discouraged and breaking. yet work
cries to be done. We come to you,
the Central, the most powerful, but
the most remote of all our Govern-
ments—we come to warn you.”

They were an impressive group,
especially on the front benches—
Houde, DMcGeer, Simpson, Leeming
and Wenige—straight-forward and
aggressive, counting Parliamentiarns
but little, their problems all im-
portant.

The Mayor of Victoria, Mr. D.
Leeming. a solid, English country-
squire type of man, led off. One
felt at once he was a cautious sort
of person who took plenty of time
to come to a decision but, having
arrived at it, was immovable. His
city. he said, stood for the safe-
guarding of capital investment,
which was being threatened by un-
just application of properiy taxes.
Properties were being’ confiscated
for taxes and the largest property
owners in most of the municipali-
ties were the municipalities them-
selves.

Mayor “Gerry” McGeer of Van-
couver stole the show, with a telling
attack on a financial system that
allows want in the midst of plenty,
in fact that causes it.

Every Canadian municipality, said
McGeer, is facing-alternative of re-
ducing social services or defaulting
on interest. His decision is made in
regard to the matter. “I will not
pay interest in Vancouver at the ex-
pense of any needful person,” he
stated.

“A lot of hooey is talked regard-
ing contractual obligations,” Van-
couver’s fighting Mayor said. If ten
vears ago two men had an equal
sum of money, one put it in a home,
the other in bonds, why should the
man with the home be ruined in
order to pay full interest om the
bonds? It was not social justice,
he argued. nor was it good business,
since the home owner cculd not do
the impossible. The result was that
the municipality acquired his pro-
perty and in turn could not pay the
interest. The bond-holder stood to
zain by showing greater considera-
tion for the home owner.

Gerry McGeer is an advocate of a
new money system. In his opinion
(and mine) the basis of all money
should be goods and services avail-
able for distribution. That is, when
we grow more or manufacture more
we should make more money in or-
der to transport the goods and ser-

vices about from those who make to

those who need. He pointed out
the stupidity of 1,350,000 on relief,
more than 20,000 men in concen-
tration camps, abundant raw ma-
terial and at the same time work
needing to be done.

The pugnacious Irichman with his
figure, indifferent to opinion, put the
fear of the future into the hearts of
the old type politicians of both par-
ties, as he rasped out an array of
damning facts against the money
tyranny of to-day. Imagine their
horror when he told them *“if a
sheriff comes into my city I will
organize a riot and lead it to throw
him (the sheriff) into the Bay.”

-~

The Irishman was laughing bat peo-|
ple without a sense of humour took |
him seriously.

Camillien Hounde interested me
verr muck. He is the mayor who
wants to solve unemployment, s0 it
is said, by putting all gainfully em-
plored women in homes—whose is
no: quite clear. Then t00o he has
been for some time a much taixed
of man, by some thought to be a
genius and by others a fool. He is
short and unprepossessing in ap-
pearance, but has the graceful and
polished manners of ais race and
though he speaks slowly, uses good
English. He impressed me as being
an exceptionally able man.

\r. YHoude plainly said that doni-
real could no longer carry the re-
Jief burden; that they as a city were
not responsible for unemployment;
that if theyr quit paying relief there
wou!d be rioting which would bring
the whole question to the Federal
Government. Ile asked that the
burden of unemployment relief be
paid by the Federal Government. IZ
this were done, Nontreal would ask
nothinag further. Out of a popula-
tion of a little better than 985,000,
19.5 per cent. are on relief at a cost
of $5.437,000 a year.

Mayor Simpson of Toronto spoke
to the resolution that “from and
after the first day of April, 1935,
the Dominion Government shall
take over and assume the entire
cost of unemployment relief in the
Dominion of Canada,” which was
one of the two unanimous resolu-
tions pre:ented by the visiting may-
ors.

He pointed out that unemploy-
ment is a national emergéncy and a
national responsibility, the financial
burden of which shkould not be
loaded on the municipalities since’
municipal revenue is procured al-
most entirely from homes and home
property. If taxation on property
increased too much it defeated its
own ends by making pavment im-
possible and causing the property to
revert to the municipality.

The fact was stressed by Mayor
Simpson that the formal resolution,
in the preamble, emphasized the
danger to peace, order and good
government which lay in the pres-
ent situation.

Toronto is still solvent, Mayor
Simpson claimed, and not in as great
difficulties as many other cities, yet
I notice his city is listed as having
18.5 .per cent. of its population on
relief, which requires a yearly ex-
penditure of $3,190,000.

The budget has been before the
House most of the week. Mr. Rals-
ton critised it for almost three hours
without revealing any change in the
Liberal attitude. In considering the
budget one was reminded again of
McGeer, who says that all govern-
ments are balancing budgets by tak-
ing out those items which they can-
not meet—relief and railway in this
case—and putting them in ‘extra-
ordinary account’. That was un-

ifrom 2 rnaiicaal dividezd.

donbtedly done this year.

The groap in the ‘Southeast Cor-
ner” mored a sub-amendment 1o the
dudget stzgesting that the pressing
peeds of the farmers and the unem-
ploved should be S€inanced by the
social credit of Canzda. thus arvoid-
ing a further increase in the debt
burden of the country.

It was further suggested that a
superannuation system be set up by
which people over a certain age,
possibly €0, should be relired on 2
pension of §50 a month, to be paid
At the
time of the 1921 census it was esti-
mated that there were more than
200,000 persons over 60 sgainfully
emploved. The superannuation of
these people would make room for
many of the younger generation who
are at present unable to find em-
ployment.

Speoking on the sub-amendment,
Air. Coote, McLeod, Alberta, pro-
posed a number of other ways in
which a national dividend could be
advantageously used. Provision for
widows and the blind, disability and
health insurance, and grants to edu-
cation, might be financed in this
way.

Ve should make use of part of
this national dividend,” JMr. Coote
sad,-“to relieve the small taxpayver.
And . . . we must take steps either
by use of a national dividend or by
some other method to restore the
purchasing power of the people on
our farms.” 45 per cent. of our
people are on farms and the average
income of farmers dropped f{rom
$1600 in 1928 to $640 in 1933,

JMr. Coote stressed the fact that
nothing was more important than a
restoration of purchasing power to
our farm people if we wish to bring
back anything like a condition of
prosperity.

It now seems sure that the House
will adjourn for a long period at
Easter, possibly five weeks, to en-
able the Prime Minister to recover
and to attend the Silver Jubilee in
London. Al of which looks like 2
Fall, rather than a Summer, ‘elec-
tion.

AGNES C. MACPHAIL

House of Commons, Ottawa, 29th
March, 1935.
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We beg to advise that we haye at
present some choice Mortgage Se-
curitles in amounts of $1000 up to
$5000—that we are In a position to
offer Investors.

If you have money to invest—Call
and secure particulars.

Absolute Security: All Payments
Guaranteed
Apply—Markdale office or at

* TORONTO OFFICE
910 Lumsden Bldg., 6 Adelaide
Street East
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COME IN AND LET US SHOW Y‘OU
. . . what a transformation can be made

in the appearance of

your home interior

by the use of this quick drying, long-

wearing Fnamel .. .

35 modern, artistic

shades to select from.

F. T. HILL & CO., LTD,,
MARKDALE, ONT.




