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Miss Macgh_ail’s Letter

‘Woe is me? Just when the joy of
life was beginning to flow my way
zgain after two weeks of pepance—
Lairshirt, pebbes in my shoes, up
the steps on my knees and all-—over
tke kospital incident, the Owen
found Sun Times carrles an edi-
torial saying: “Two weeks ago an
(ktawa despateh reported Miss Mae-
1hail as baripg said that ‘Six people
were receatly kept wafting on the
sieps of the Owen Sound hospital,
r2fused admission until they eonid
satisfy the hospital ther could pay
for treatment.”

Wkat I safd was: “In the ity of
Owen Sound people harve actually
teen kepl waiting” ete. I 2m sery-
ing potice on the Editor thaz I take
no responsidility for the last four.
People, being plural, may mean two,
but ceriainly not six. And so there
you are, Mr. Editor, the four are
still on the steps. How do you get
them down? I will lend you my
bairshirz, the pebbles, accompany
you up the steps and cheer you on
when vou stand to make a public
statement. Goodwill cannot-go fur-
ther. (No one "as kept waiting for
admission).

All of which s as involved as the
difficulty of another member of the
House of Commons—Iess open to
censure  than I—who  criticized
judges for delayed judgments. The
story ran like this: The member on
the estimates for judges salaries,
complained that certain judges al-
lowed five and six years to elapse be-
fore they brought their judgments
on certain' cases down. The Hon.
member protested, saying some
judges are -very guiliy in this re-
gard. When the unrevised Hanps-
ard came to his desk he thought
‘some’ as applied to humans did not
sound quite the thing and changed
it to ‘several’ which was printed in
ravised Hansard as ‘seven’. A con-
roversy arose in the press as to who
they were and - eventually seven
jadges were named by editorial
writers. Ther as proof that judges
have a conscience which pursues,
the seven wrote -letters of violent
protestation, which even an explan-
alion on the floor of the House did
ndt wholly clear-up. One of the
jndges departed this life without
ever speaking to the Hon. member
agzain. (But the Editor and 1 are
friends).

A number of interesting things
happened this week. The ‘big boys’
lost their tempers on the unemploy-
n:ent bill and called each other
names.

The latest move in the party gaine
iz the taking of private members day

v the government. It lcoks like a
short session, with some talk of pro-
rogation at Easter.

Tommy Church urged the House
of Commons to do something about
the appalling list of motor accidents
on our highways. He thought the
Criminal”.Code might be tightenza
up. Certainly his careful presenta-
tion of the subject made it clear that
something definite should be done.
Many members spoke, the Minister
of Railways suggesting that ad-
ditional funds be provided for the
elimination of grade crossings. The
Minister of Justice, DIr. Guthrie,
stated that stiffer punishments had
not improved matters in England.
He though an enquiry was not ad-
visable. A cancellation of licence
was suggested as being more effec-
tive than fines or jail sentences. Mr.
Church did not press the motion.

.It is curious what short memories
governments have. “When the Hon.
Charles Stewart moved a resolution
askir, that tariff duties be taken
offt agricultural - implements, - Jr.
Rhodes, Finance MMinister, urged
that the discussion be not carried
further at this time, not wishing to
prejudice our case with the United
States, which nation is at the mo-
ment reported to tbe considering
more cordial trade relations with us.
Such a resolution might ‘be good
party politics, but not: good national
politics Mr. Rhodes said. Whereup-

" on Mr. Stewart allowed the motion

to stand.

Yet it takes no long memory to
recall the coninued howls of the
Conssrvatives when, just previous to
the -Hawley-Smoot tariff bill being
passed, Mr. King on some similar oc-
casion suggested doing nothing at
that time to provoke resentment in
the United States. -'Mr. King was
reputed to be disloyal, cowardly and
what-not. Time certainly “brings
changes. e

So too with unemployment insnr-
ance, it was always said to be a Pro-
vincial matter when' brought for-
ward by Independents, but-now sud-
denly it is the business of the Fed-
eral government. When NMr. King
brings down old age pemsion law,
the Conservatives uphold ‘Provincial
rights, but when Jr.. Bennett has
unemployment _ insurance come - un-
der Federal jurisidiction, it is quite
the thing. The government is right
when it is right, and right when it
is wrong. )

The whole question of money—
vho should have the right to make
it, to determine the -volume, its
riethod of issue, and what it is to be
based on-—will have to be consider-
ed anew in the face of developing
eventz. Municipal governments are
‘becoming more and more involvad,
as I will presently show. They will
go to the Provincial government for
help and the provinces in turrc.will
come to the Federal government. It
will then be a case of .taxation,
which the people are unable to bear
or the issuing 'of rather’large sums
-of money by the State.

Mr.. William Irvine ~asked the
Housze to express an opinion that all
sbanking facilities, dncluding both
the chartered banks snd the. centrai
should - be nationalized .as
'speedlly as possible.’ In enlarging
the theme he stated: “I am not ad-
vocating the taking over of the char-
tered banks with their capitei stock
‘and_their. huge palatial buildings .on

" the: most expensive corners sof the

they now have of dispensing eredit
(making moper out of nothing.
That power was granted to them by
an Aet of “this Parliament; that
power can be taken from them in
the same way. If we secure control
of these institutions, we wili be free
to re-organize the whole firaneial
structure on a zoods and serviees
basis instead of on a theoretica:
metalic basis, which, although
largely discarded thromghont the
world, stll limits the operation of
finance in this conntry. I think po
oze will dery that today Sipance is
the most importang instmmenz of
reform.*

Mr. Irrine sa.i(_i that the great
volume of unused goods oz the one
h2nd 2nd neady people on the other
showed how imporzant money was in
the economic life of the people. He
expresied the belief that real wealth
as expressed in goods and serrvices
should harve its monelary equiralent
ard adrocated as 2 first step the re-
8aining of sorvereign rights by the
centra! government. The two par-
tes, with the solitary exception of
John Angns MaeMillap, Lsberal,
Afanitoda, voted against the réesolu-
tion.

The city of Hamilton, you will
have noticed, has an estimated re-
lief dill for this yvear of $809,000,
with a deficit from last year of
$600,000. They are asking the On-
tario government to carry the first
famed figure in the hope that they
can take care.of the second. Since
1931 Hamilton has issued "deben-
tures to pay for relief and at the
end of 1934 the debt on this account
alore was $4,625,000. Should they
not need to spend any further money
for the,same purpose—which is a
vain hope—the interest charges by
1937 for relief alone will be $800,-
000.

The total debt of the city of Mon-
treal is two hundred and fifty-five
million dollars, or a hundred mil-
lion more than that of the Province
of Alberta. The intarest ‘charges
amount {o §13 million yearly. Van-
touver has a tax levy of ten mil-
lions, debt charges of five millions
and the present tax arrears are sev-
en millions. According to a munici-
pal authority of that city, “Proper-
ties on main business streets are, in
scores of cases, producing less rev-
enue than the civic tax bill.” And
again: ‘“‘Present taxation amounts to
confiscation. Home ewners are suf-
fering an impossible load. What
with unemployment and low wages
the income of the great majority
has shrunk -to almost nothing.
Mayor McGeer of Vancouver, who
is 2 monetary reformer, has asked
the bondholders to meet him in dis-
cussion. He wanted them to suspend
6fty per cent. of the interest pay-
ment. They refused. Knowing Me-
Geer. I am convinced he will Learry
his case to Ottawa.

~In sharp contrast to the debt-bur-
dened municipalities is an income
tax return made in the House of
Commons at the request of H. E.
Spencer. The Hon. R. C. Matthews
Minister of .Customs, states that in
the last fiscal year there were 1295

‘People with incomes of over $50,-

000; 2893 people with incomes be-
tween $20,000 and $50,000; 75,407
with incomes between $3,000 and
$20,000; and 93,861 with incomes
under $3,000. A municipal super-
tax would seem to be one way of
helping the situation; however, in
addition we will need national con-
trol of credit and the issuing of
money in large quantities thuout
interest.

The Bishop of London _recentiy
entertained at his, Palace, sixteen
communists and chatted with them
of life and politics. In commenting
on the extraordinary actions of
modern society, he told of having
seen wheat burned in Canada and
of hearing of cofiee being burned
and herrings thrown back into the
sea in dMexico. ‘The ‘Bishop, too, is
a monetary reformer, believing that
when we have real wealth, (wheat
and coffee and herrings) we should
have tickets which we call money for
its purchase, and so do I.

Controller Nora Frances Hender-
son of Hamilton suggests in an edi-
torial the calling 6f a world conven-
tion of economists, locking them in
one room and letting no one out un-
til they had arrived at one unani-
mous suggestion to offer as to what
should be done - to get the peoples
out of their misery. Not a bad idea.
In the meantime, those not econom-
ists, might solve the problem.

A delegation of the blind appear-
ed before the Committee on Indus-
trial and International Relations to
present the case for pensions. -Dr.
Cotnam had moved a.resolution in
the House of Commons asking that
thie Old Age Pension Act bé amend-
ed to admit the blind to the benefits
of the pension at the age of forty,
which was referred to the above-
named committee for consideration.
The Committee has the power to
call witnesses and otherwise ex-
amine into the need of help for the
blind by the Federal Government.

The members of the committee
were undoubtedly moved as witness
after witness told of the affliction
and need of our sightless citizens.
A man over 70, P. W. Layton of
Montreal, told of coming to Canada
in early vouth, of his efforts to get
work as_an organist, then finally
going into the piano business and
earning a competence. The Ilast
twenty years o{ his life have been
devoted to the organization of the
blind and-in this. work he has been
assisted ‘by his son and wrfe, who
are sighted. ;

“If you want to know how ter-
rible blindness is,” Mr. Layton told
the ‘Committee, *‘shut your: eyes and
think you will never be able to_open
them again.”-
der-‘now -for - the:blind,. than they
used to be, ke said. The highways
are not safe-for .walking, even'the
raiiway tracks are safer.. He stress-
ed the _danger to; the blind of- ‘the
sloped approaches to the sidewalk
trom- the many .garages,. whic‘h‘led
the: blind into the~very path 0 the
motor. ,'

Times are much har--

ed,” said the witness. “They are at
home, hidden away because they
bhare pot clothes fit to wear on the
sireel. Nor can they beg, though
whea blindness comes to the bread-
winner earning eapacity goes, and
iz all too many cases the home fs
broken up.” -

There are approximately §,000
blird persons in Capada and oaly a
very small percentass aje able to
earn their own liring. The aged
witness used notes wricz in the
rafsed characters of Braille, and
once he paused aed said, “Exense
me, I have lost my place in my
rotes.”

A blind piano tuner from IWinni-
peg, Mr. Johnson, told the eommit-
tee that opportunities of the blind
earning their livirg by way of teach-
ing musie, playing for-entertainment
or turing piaros were greatly re-
daced dy the geperal use of the
radio. 2

Captain Baker. V.C.. one of the
116  soldiers fn Canada totally
blinded in the Great War, very ably
presented a closely reasoned ecase
for the blind, answering the many
qQuestions which members of the
committee asked him. Mr. Baker
as managing director of the Canag-
ian National Institute for the Blind
is possibly the greatest authority in
Canada on the subject.

Canada has been "very behind-
hand in her treatment of the blind.
In thirty of the forty-eight United
States, pensions are paid ranging
from §1.00 a day in Pennsylvania to
$50.00 a month in California. Japan
and Russia train and employ their
sightless citizens. Great Britain,
Irish Free State, Australia and New
Zealand all pension the blind, as do
Scandinavian countries and France.
I feel the committee is favourable
but members of the delegation told
me: that the Finance NMinister was
cold. I would be willing to donate
the Cadet vote for the purpose.
‘The interminable unemployment
insurance dill is still with us. To
begin with it is named wrongly, it
should be called the ‘employment
insurance bill. We say life insur-
ance, not death insurance, don’t we?
This bill does not touch the present
unemployed but it does, of course,
provide insurance against future un-
employment for 78 days; but this,
after 40 weeks of work, during
which time tbe employee, the em-
ployer and the government all make
a contribution, the first two being
for equal amounts. the last-named
for less than half the sum paid byr
the other two. It is undoubtedly a
cheaper method than direct relief
and much less ruinous to all human
and spiritual values, which accounts
for the unanimous vote it received
in the House of Commons.

\'ie\\ed as an instrument of re-
coverv the unemployment insurance
bili is likely to prove disappointing.
The carrring of it out requires that
savings ‘be made by the employee;
employer and government, which
savings will be invested at interest

,{in production. that benefits may be

pa2id as provided in the Act. But
our present misery is caused from
an unbalance between production
and consumption -of goods. Thus
every additional dollar that goes in-
to savings and through savings into
production (if possible) takes from
the amount of money spent in the
consumption 6f goods and adds to
the present alarming disequilibrium.
While recovery depends on the pow-
er of. the people to buy and use
goods. 2
Part four of this much-discussed
Act, is called National Health, but
actually only provides for the sett-
ing up of a-data’ collecting agency in
regard to health matters. Many
members of the Opposition protest-
ed strongly the inadequacy of the
Act 'in regard to health. Mr. Woods-
worth took some time to show what
other nations had-dome in regard to
voluntary or compulsory health in-
surance. Some of them started as
eariy as 1886. Among the countries
named - were Italy, Sweden, Den-
mark, Belgium, Finland, -France,
Spain, Great Britain, \Russia and
Japan.
‘““We -had reason to hope,” said
Mr. Woodsworth, *“that the govern-
ment was going to take a strong line
of action, as indicated in the sreech
from the Throne and in the Prime
Minister’s radio addresses, to find
that merely a gesture is being made
in regard to health matters”.
The Hon. member reminded the
House that seven years ago the com-
mittee of Industrial and Internation-
al Relations had recommended a
scheme of compulsory, contributory
health insurance.
The Hon. Ian Mackenzie. referred
to Section 41 as follows: “To my
mind it is the most useless part of
the bill. ‘We have here the powers
given to the Commission in the mat-
ter for national health-—nothing but
a glorified post office and secretarial
bureau, looking to consultation with
provincial health authorities con-
cerning health insurance in Canada.
It is not a matter of not having the
information, it is @ matter of not be-
ing able to act upon the information
at our disposal, largely through lack
of financial resources.” :
“And,” he continued, “This is not
what we were led to expect by the
tremendous protestations of the
Prime Minister in that first fine fer-
vour of atmospheric grandiloquence
in which he indulged during the
Christmas festivities, when he pro-
mxsed the people of Canada not only
insurance - against . unemployment,
but also health insurance, invalidity
insurance ‘and insurance against old
age.” The: flood of -words “which

the graceful Scot remmds -one of the

Minister  himself.

I-showed.that the health schemes
of Sweden made ‘the ~best hospital
care availa.ble .at-70 cents'a day with
no- further cost - tor the servxce of
specialists. That an appendicitls
operatl' n_ in ‘Sweden’ costs no, more
than :$8and ‘clinics operadng -in
connection wnth all the ‘large; hos-
pltah cost 2; crowns, or 30 cents a
I pointed out that sickness

rance wa.s‘ establlshed in S

flows so easily from the mouth off

gushing eloqnence of the Prime|.

the -scope of the:

den fr 1891. It is clear that Capada
is far behind many countries in the
care of the siek.

There was a good d:al of talk re-
garding the resporsibility of doctors
and of their fees. Dr. Howden, St.
Bonifacey Manitoba, contended that

mizgration and Colonization. - This
morement followed the discourage-
mept of immigration fn 1930 and
from that year until 1934, the de-
partment, with the actire z0-opera-
tion of the Canadian Pacifie and
Canadian National Railways, placed

the doctors were getting the worst
of it, things getting so bad in Win-
nipeg that finally the medieal pro-
fession threatened to strike. - At
preser: in sereral munifecipalities in
Greater Winnipeg no medical man
can achiere more than $100 a
nonth, though he may do from $200
to $500 worth of work.

Mr. Spencer. Battle Rirver, re-
minded the Hoase that for many
rears the fee pa!d a coantry doector
was at the rate of $1 2 miie and
though ke made several ealls on the
same jourmey, the total fee was put
in for each. He said things might
be different now. Humphrey Miteh-
ell, Hamilton, stated an appendieitis
operation 49st around $150 but Dr.
Howden interrupted to say “$15 to-
day,” with Mitchell retorting “That
is about al! it is worth.™

The Prime Jlinister at some

length songht to prove that gather-
ing the data was the first step to-
wards health insurance and that he
could do nothing other than he had
done. It is not an unusrval attitnde
for him to take.
Last weeksend I addressed the
womer students of Queen’s Univer-
sity in the common-room of Ban
Reigh Hall. I found “the students
keenly interested in economic and
social problems and enjoyed my
visit with them. Miss Winnifred
Kydd. C.B.E., whose guest I was,
gave me the opportunity of meeting
some of the putstanding women of
the University 2t a tea on Saturday.
You will have already seen ac-
counts of my visit to Kingston Peni-
fentfary. -,

Agnes C. Macphail.

The Week at Ottawa

Sharp defeat was the fate of the
first definite Liberal move to side-
track the Unemployment Insurance
B8ill now in committee stage before
the House. Yesterday (Thursday)
a surprise move a_few minutes be-
fore the House adjourned was made
by the Opposition leader when he
proposed referring the bill to the
Supreme Court of Canada for a de-
cision as to Dominion jurisdiction.
The motion was lost 57-21, Progres-
sive and Laborites voting solidly
with_the Government forces in op-
position to the amendment. On Mon-
day second reading of the bill had
been adopted by the record vote of
101 to nothing. =
‘Debating the various sections of
the measure, Prime Jinister R. B.
Bennett presaged a scheme of na-
tional health insurance. :An early
conference of provincial ministers of
health would be called, he told the
House, and information and statis-
tics on heaith would be gathered by
the commission administering the
Unemployment .Insurance Fund. Na-
tional unemployment insurance, the
Prime Minister declared, would be
a stepping stone to National Health
Insurance. But some time must el-
apse before such a scheme could be
effected bcause of technical difficul-
ties and the fact that the British
North America Act defines health as
a provincial concern. If the pro-
vinces would wave their constitu-
tional rights, he was ready to act
either in co-operation with or_inde-
pendently of them.
Appeals fo the Exchequer Court
under the bill will be abolished, the
Prime Minister conceded. He reach-
ed this decision after hearing a dele-
gation from the Trades and Labour
Congress.
‘Wednesday, the last day for in-
troduction and discussion of private
members’ bills, saw many of them
go into the discard to pave the way
for expediting Government businéss.
One was. the resolution of Joseph
Harris, .\l.?., for Toronto-Scarboro-
ough, that the House go on record
as approving the Ottawa Agreements
after two years’ operation. More
will ‘be ‘heard of this subject when
the budget debate gets under way.
While private members’ bills were
holding sway in the Commons, the
Senate was giving weighty delibera-
tion to-the Convention which calls
for an eight-hour day, a 45-hour
week and a compulsory day ot'rest
for Industrial Workers.
The ‘Auguste members of the Up—
per Chamber, in their wisdom, .ul-
timately decided by 45 to three that
this measure was good for the work-
ers, thus upholding, Prime OMinister
R. ‘B. Bennett’s motion for ratifica-
tion of the Convention. Liberal
Senators followed the lead of their
colleagues in the lower chamber by
doubting the constitutionality of
Dominion rights in this matter.
Parliamentary circles are await-
ing with keen interest the completed
report of the Mass Buying Commis-
sion, the first section of which, deal-
ing with Labour, is already written.
It will be’some time yet before the
complete report is ready, and as yet
it is not_known whether it will he
submitted to the ‘government in sec-
tions or as.one document.
Parliamentary estimates for the
fiscal year ending March 31st, 1936,
call for a total expenditure of $351,~
969,844.57, which is nearly a mil-
lon ‘dolldrs ‘less than the previous
year's estimates, which aggregated
$352,901,012.74. In all probability,
there will be considerable paring. of
the estimated expenditures when the
House go& to work on them. .~
MANY FAMILIES RETU‘RN TO
LAND <
Families with agricultural .back-
ground, and who were unemployed
were. offered an opport,nmty by the
Bennett government dnring the past
four . years to - re-establish them-
selves under the “Reliet- Land Settle-
ment Plan in which both- the Feder-
al. and Ontario “Provincial: govern-
ment, under Premier Henry, co-
operated ri‘he placement of: single
men “in’ farm emp]oyment ‘also ‘was
an’ lmportant activity coming witbin

14,029 families on farms and 31,-
199 single men in farm employment.
Or the basis of fire persons per
family this represents a lardward
movement cf 101,344 fmdiridpals.
This. settlemert was offected with-
out finanefal assistanece from publie
sourees. Had this movement not
been undertaken it won!d harve
meani that tkese families would be
on relief.

MINERAYL WEALTH RECORDS
GAINS

The almost general fmprovement
in trade conditions is reflected in
the rise of value of Canadian miner-
al production during the regime of
the Bennett administration. While
the first two years In office were
more or less stagnant, the year 1932
saw the beginaing of the geaneral
rise, which was topped irn the year
1933 by 21.3 per eent. In 1932
Canada’s mineral production was
reputed to be worth $221,182,000.
Canada’s known mineral resources
comprize a wide variety of minerals,
many deposits of these being of suof-
ficient richness to be of world im-
portance. Canada produces normal-
Iy about 90 per cent. of the world’s
nickel; 60 per ceat. of asbestos,
nearly 335 per cent. of its cobalt, 12
per cent. of its gold, 12 per cent of
its lead, 10 per cent. of its silver, 15
per cent. of its zinc and 13 per cent.
of its copper. The Dominion also is
now one of the world's largest pro-
ducers of platinum metals, radium
and uranium. The value of metal-
lic production of non-metallics in
1930 was $83,402,349, but due to
general depressive conditions there
was a slump until the beginning of
1933. During that year there was a
comeback and at the end of the
period the value of production stood
at $57.788,179 an increase of $982,-
284 over 1932.
The pronounced improvement ex-
perienced in almost all branches of
the Canadian Mining industry dur-
ing the year 1933 and more especial-
Iy in the later months of the year,
continued with growing certainty
into 1934. During the first half of
1934 notable gains in-value were
recorded for the output of every
metal with the exception of arsenic.
This was especially the case of gold,
copper, lead, nickel and platinum.
silver and zinc. Canadian producers
of primary gold, eéspecially those
operating on low grade ores, harve,
in common with those of other
countries, benefitted greatly since
1931 from the pronounced increase
in the price of the precious metal,
an increase realized in an era of pe-
culiar economic conditions which
were not only complex in nature but
international in scope. The more
outstanding events associated with
the recent rise in the price of gold
include the suspension qf specie
payments by the United Kingdom on
September 21, 1931, the direct con-
trol and licensing of Canadian gold
exports by the Bennett government;
the purchase of the government of
all new gold bullion produced in the
Deminion with the payment to the
miner of equalization exchange; the
departure of the United States from
the gold standard and the announce-
ment by the President of the United
States that that country would pur-
chase gold from any quarter at $35
per fine ounce.

CANADIAN TURKEYS ON
BRITISH TABLES
During the past two years"the
roast beef of the Englishman has
been shoved aside at Christmas time
to make way for the Canadian tur-
key. .More and more each year are
these birds -belng supplied to the
British market and Canada has be-
come regarded as a source of sup-

be one of the best imported birds in
the British market and Canada is
expected to continue to provide the
British Market with turkeys in fu-
ture years. Last Christmas Canada
shipped more than one miflion
vounds of chilled turkeys and chick-
ens to Great Britain. These ship-
ments all went forward, picked,
graded and inspected according to
the standards of the government.
The larger percentage of turkeys
supplied to the British market were
from western- Canada.

EXPORTS OF APPLES IN-

CREASE NOTABLY
Foreign countries also developed
a taste for ‘Canadian-grown fruits to
such an extent that last year they
spent $171,309 more than in the
previous year. Seventeen dlﬂerent
countries in the world were supplied
with ‘Canadian apples to the value of
$595,259 during six months of the]
year. ‘The bulk of Canada’s apple
shipments was taken by the United
Kingdom, the British West Indies as
a group coming .in second place.
Even in far away Egypt they eat
apples and in 1933 a market was
developed there for 252 barrels in
six months.  @Last year the Egyp-
tians took 1,996 barrels of Canadian
apples.

OCEAN .-L\'D LAKE SHIPPDG
INCREASES

Activity  at Oanada.s ports and
outporis ‘was brisk dunng the year
1934, with the result that shipping
reglstered a decided increase over
the figures for the previous year.
Vessels of all kinds entered totalled
134,744 compared with 114, 204 en-
tered in 1932-33. . This was an in-
crease of 540 vessels. .- - 1l

-In the province of Ontario river
and lake shipping was the heaviest,
A new high record for the month ot
November . was ‘made - in 1934 by
traffic using the Welland Ship - Can-
al. -, The tonnage. was 1,253, 412 for
the' month* and: exceeded: the “total
for November of 1933 ~by. 7183, 621

ed himseif to reduce the cost of lir-
ing. The cost of liring went up, not
down. It was another shattered
pledge of the Lsboral leader.

When Mr. Bennett appealed for
power in 1920 he said he won!d en-
dearour to reduce the cost of living.
He did. Tke Department of Labour
maintains records of the eost of lir-
ing. They represent the cost per
week of 2 family budget for a2 family
of five, and corver staple foods, fuel
and lighting 2nd remt. The yearly
averag.s under the XKing and Sen-
aet governments follow:

Kinz Gorernment

ply. The ‘Canadian bird is held tol-

1922 arvrssnnnaneneee $20.87
1924 20.70
1928 e 21.27
1929 21.61
Bennett Gorernment
1931 2 — $17.76
1932 . . 16.01
1933 .. = 15.83
1938 T 16.02

An American exchange defines a
kibitzer as a man who knows jast
what he would do if he were in your
shoszs, but has no shoes of his own.
Ah, there Mr. King!

It would be grossly unfair to ae-
cuse Wm. Lyon Jlackenzie Kirg of
fiddling while Rome burns.

Afr. King doesn't fiddle. He writes
a book.

THE ART OF THE POSSIELE
Everrthing is comparative. How-
ever often sages may aver that com-
parisons are odious, or odorous as
Shakespeare put it, nevertheless we
live by the rule of comparison.

With public interest in politics
stimulated to a pitch seldom reached
it may not be coasidered out of place
if a comparisoa is made of what the
three major parties stand for—Con-
serative, Liberal and C.C.F.

follows:

Conservatism is the art of the
possible, a definition of the German
philosopher and mathematician, Os-
wald Spengler.

‘Liberalism is the art of laissez-
faire, or non-interference. as defined
by Mr. Mackenzie King.

C.C.F. is the art of the impossible,
or unattainakle Utopia, as its pro-
gram discloses.

Expatiating in reverse order on
these definitions, let us consider the
C.C.F. first. . This party’s program
calls for complete wrecking of the
economic and social order of things
without the use of force, a Canada
mads over to the specifications of
the proletariat. How impossible of
achievement~such a reconstruction
would be without a bloody revolu-
tion is found by an even casual
study of world history. No major
change of such character has been
effected in any country without de-
struction and ruin preceding the re-
building—and in no case has the
Utopian ideal been able to withstand
the unspeakable violence and cruel-
ty of the undisciplined mob. It is
an impossible policy for Canadians.
JMr. Jdlackenzie King's laissez-faire
policy was well defined ~by that
gentleman ia his now famous ut-
terance of the present session of the
House. - When twitted with the fact
that he had not shown any eager-
nass to insure the workers and ag-
riculturists of Canada against the
hardships of depression by passing
reform legislation during his tenure
of offic», the right honourable Lead-
er of the Opposition declared he had
put his views in a .book. Later he
revealed he wrote the book twenty-
five years ago. That is the bost
definition of Liberal policy ever en-
unciated by any leader of that par-
ty. Believing in certain reforms to
the extent that he must write a book
and thus put them on record, he
moved neither hand or foot to make
any one of the reforms operative.
That is the policy of laissez-faire.
Let everything be.
the world,
a seething volcano at his very feet
is ready to erupt. What is, is. That
is Liberalism. .

Then we have conservatism, the
art of the possible. The Prime Min-
ister. Rt. Hon. ‘R. B. Bennett, is
proving to Canadians today that it
is possible to - alleviate distress, to
introduce reforms that will ameli-
orate the lot of farmer and indus-
trialist alike. He did not put his

‘Briefly, they may be compared as {2

All’'s well with !
so why interfere—even if |

views in a book,- but he will puci

them on the statute books of the
Dominfon for the benefit of the
greater number of the people. Con-
servatism, the art of the possible,
the art of swift action when neces-
sary, the art of demoecratic gorern-
ment.

C.R. Itic Not Permitted
to Play Hockey

Dear Readers,—I came pretty
close to getting fn on cne of the
hockey teams on YWednesday night
and I must tell you about ft. I got
all dressed up in my old baseball
togs and went up to the rink hoping
that I wouvld be able to catch a place
02 the team wkich Garry Irwin kas
playing nnder the name of the Shell
sas peps. I got in free as the door
Eeeper knew by my ontfit that T was
one of the players. Then I got In-
side 1 went into the dressing room
but I saw that there were too many
ia uxniform for me to set a chanee
to show my speed so I slipped over
to the other side. Tke Wodehounse
players were getting ready to meet
the Cherry Grove boys and T decided
to give them a lift. T went out with
them to the players” dox and was all
ready to go on the ice when called
on. Y jumped out on the ice two or
three times when the bell rung but
the referees each time pointed for
me to get back in the box and of
course being used to obeving the
little woman I complied. When the
Rocklrn aggregation took their
places ta play the Shells I was along
with them but they too had so many
extra plavers that again my services
were not required. I don’t see any
chance for me gettinz a place on
ny of the teams already organized
so I am going to make. another try
to organize one myself. I think the
best way to do so-would be to call
2 meeting but I don’t know where
wo could meet without having to
pay rert for a hall and T don't feel
like doing that so I guess I'll join

the jack rabbit hunt club.

I hear that they were out the

other day and didn’t get home until
near midnight.
enquiry at the post office to find out
who the secretary of the club is and
when I find out I'll have more to
tell you about it.

I am going to make

C. R. Itic.

LIVESTOCK

OF YOURS
IS WORTH REAL
MONEY TO YOU

and to be sold any place where there
is jast one buyer to bid on ft.
HELP US IN OUBR WORK FOR YOU
and thos

Uphold Live Stock Prices

Harve your live stock sold in compe-

tition by salesmen of long experience

who are well able to cope with
equally shrewd buoyers.

Try us with your pext shipment:

Dunn & Levack

Estatlished 1893
Union Stock Yards, Toronto

‘Patronktze the trucker that delirers
live stock to the OPEN MARKET"

Speclal Bargain
EXGURSIONS

WESTERN CANADA

Goling Dates:
Daily Qdfarch 1 to 14.
Return Limit: 30 days.

ONE CENT PER MILE
Good in Coaches only

SLEEPING CAR PRIVILEGES
Passage Tickets also on sale
good in:—

(2) tourist sleeping cars at approxi-
mately 13c¢ per mile, plus
regular berth fare.

(b) parlor and standard sleeping
cars at approximately 13£c per
mile, plus regular seat or berth
fare. " ;

Stopovers granted at Port Arthur,
Ont. and all stations west thereof.

Full particulars from any agent.

Ganadlan Pacific

?J\\\\

W hen the house seems empty with Mary away
-at boarding school . . . and letters seem a long
time coming . . . and the holidays are weeks

away . ..

Pick up the telephone. A Long Distance chat

will cheer you up and Mary too.

@® Long Distance is a comfort indeed. It
gives you so much at such low cost. You
can talk 100 miles or so for as litdz as
30 cents. Coasult the front pages of your
directo.

ry."

R

The Markdele Standard

announces the following

CLUBBING RATES

for subscribers of The M_arkdale Standard to
receive their heme paper and any other they
may desire; for a period of one year.

[To.Canadian. Points Only]

The Standard and The Toronto Daily Star .............i......o...
The Standard and The Toronto Evening Telegram
The Standard and The Toronto Daily Globe ..................o.oo...
The Standard and The Toronte Mail and Empire ...................
The Standard and The Owen Sound Sun-Times ......................
TheStandard and The Family Herald and Weekly Star ..............
The Standard and The Farmers’ Sun
The Standard and The’ Canadian Farm ........ 00000 oo foteeie s
The Standard and The Canadian Countryman
;'The Standald and The Farmers Advocate

If the paper you Want is not-in the above hst we can get 1t for you and save

you some mone;

THESE PRICES ARE STRICTLY CASH IN ADVANCE
Send subscnptlons by Post Ofﬁce or Express Money Order to

cesecsescccssss sy

s ecse e s sesssssssseses e s

$6.75
575
5.75
. 5.75
- 4.75
2.00
2.50
2.00
2.00
2.00




