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The Thousandth Chance

By HENRY J. FIDLER

Roger Ackrcyd, ke well-kzowa
firancier and company promoter, sat
in the board-room of his luxurious of-
fices in Lombard Street with Colonel
Ivor Danpielson, DS.O, chairman of
of wmany comparies of which ke bad
been the promoter and was stili the
woving spirit, eveizz kim fixediy
across the table,

The colon€! was hiazzand ard des-
per=te, with the desperatioz of a
1wan who krozs thzt his zocd pawe
a5 well as his entire fortunz may be
Llown to the ~irds in the evurse >f
a2 few days. Teere were deep lines
below Lis eves, arnd he ookad very old
2nd frail, but his voice was frm and
unshaken as he 3 Ackroyd with
yusstion after guestion.

Ackroyd, po sige of emsiioz show-
ine on his bearded face, fenced and

aizht.

parried
He

such a sudden

1 fall
batch of
known . col-
the “Ackroyd
really could he

t0L

v, had
fran-
xamine him—
not come (o

ured—had been approv-
s of the Trust, had
i in the minute book,

d at the next
by Colonel Dan

of the

't ile couid
waz quite
n rerfect

! Invest-
» s2¢n to that,

s neariy seven o%clesk in the
all the staff had left lomy
and Ackroyd felt that  he
endure this persistent  and
m cross-gxamination no lonz-
er. I{e alanced 2t his watch. -

“1 am serry. colonel, but I maust
fea v now: [ have a dinner enzage-

en: to-nicit.” he said, rising from
“1 hope I have set your
at rest, and convinced you that
zbsurd rumcurs have not a

ve:iize of foundation in faci?”
He pa

sed, but Colonel Darnielson.

ence. Ackroyd shrugziced his
ders resigredly.

ould you care to wash your
before ycu leave, colonel?” he
ding the way to the elabor-
let-room, with porceintn hand-
= and marble floor, which was

made his final pronouncement.

“{ am sorry, Ackroyd,” he said,
“but I am still unconvinced, and I am
ed to have a searching ex-
21 into the affairs of my com-
s made at once. I am a soldier

it_would perhaps have been wiser for
me not to have undertaken so many
and such grave responsibilities in the

Citv. Your explanations of those in-
tricate transactions between the com.
pcoies are past my comprehension.”

He paused for a moment, then de-
Tivered his ultimatum.

“To-morrow,” hz said firmly. *I
shall call in a firm of independent ac-
countants, and give them instructions
to condust a drastic” audit of the
books i every company ¢f which 1
am ier chairman or a director. 1
sha!l expect you, as general manager
of the concerns, to have all the books
and docu.aeats ready for inspection,
and to be personally in attendance to
give any necessary explanations.”

“Certainly, if you wish it, colonsl,”
replied Ackroyd caimly. putting on
his hat and coat. You will find that
Mour fears ate auitc groundiess, .of
course; but if it will set vour mind
at rest. that is all that matters.”
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For mwonth: past Ackroyd had
known that this moment must come.
and haw made all his prepzrations ac-
cordineass. .

Ke had gone on a menth’s holiday
that summer, explaining that he need-
cd a complete rest, and leaving no
ss. While away he had alterel
his appearance completely, and had
reated a safe with a  safe deposit
cempany in a Midland town in the

ame of James Huggett, paying two

* vent in advance. :

this safe he had stored away
curities in which he had invest-
ne proceeds of his extensive de-
falzatlons—the £80,000 to which Dan-
had referred had been a mere
{iva-oi the-amount he had:drain-
iy fraud from’ the coifers of his
ous companies. It was  “bzarer”
which could never be " traced
im, and it represented a
money indeed, on
the interest of which he could live in
luxury for the remainder of his life.

Also, by a little simple forgery, he
had acquired a passport in the name
of James Huggett, and the photograph
on the passport had been taken after
his appearance had been zaltered.

He came back to the City after his
holiday looking precisely as before,
and used his friendship with the gen-
eral manager of the famous  Black
Funnel Line to obtain a posf as bath-
room steward on one of the liners for
pne James Huggett, his batman during
the War, who was out of  work
throughk no fauit of his own.

Ifis ~ persenal  recomn: tion  of
Tanwes Huggett -was sufficient, and a

icisos

accommodation address of City Road,
bad come into Ackrord’s hands 4
coupie of daxs before. It notiSed him
tkar be bad beea appointad bath-
room stéwsrd o2 the Cedric Castie
a1d eust ieport 2¢ Soutkaaplee o
take up duty ten days later.

That was alf that was pecessars;
2 stewardship on a firer was almost
the idea! position of obscurity while
tke hue and ery was hot after him.
Whken it k=d more or less died down,
ke nocld retrieve his plunder from
the safe depasit cowpacy, asd ia
some farof ccuntry Jawes Huzgett
would ke a rich man for life.

That eveping. at Lis luxurious fat
in Bruton Street, the financier pro-
ceeded to put of the identity of Loger
Achkroyd and assume that of James
Huggeit.

He first clippad his b%ard 3ud
moustache as close as possible  with

sci , then shaved himself clean.
b3 hz Hrows,

i ey ap-

hed. He had

peared thin ar
been noted for the
everness of his teeth, and few

pected that they were mainiy ar
Wi of a couple of dental

the t
made an s
ange in his appearance.
Lastly, ke applied a dye to Lis
wreving hair, parted it in the middle
wmstead of on one side as formerly,
Jdonned a shabby suit, and contemplat-
ed himsel{ in the giass -
Roger Ackroved had vanished, and
James Huszgett had been created in
nis stead. His appearance now  was
identicaty what it had besn when he
was photographed fer the bogus pass-
port and had interviewed the sec-
retary of the safe deposit company.
e put only a few pounds in his
pocket, but round his neck, suspended
on 2 light steel chain, was what he
now valued most in the werld—the
key of the safe in the safe deposit
company’s vaults, which weusd place
mous tartule in ki i

iie. -
yd tiaveiled  tiizd-class  to
1ipten by a nignt  train
tock a room in & humile sailors
hoste.. He seported himself the fol-
lowing day at the Southampton of-
tice of appointment, snd was ordered
to return in a week’s time is sizn on
for the Cedric Castle’s next voyage to
New York.

During this period the papers wer:
tell of his name; the accountant call-
ed in by Colonel Danielson had re-
ported the misappropriation by Ack-
royd of enormous sums of money, a
warrant had promptly been “issued
for his arrest, and the police through-
oit the whole country were searching
Tor rim.

For several months he carried on
his duties as bathroom steward oa
the liner, unsuspected and almost uan-
noticed. But it was with something of
a shock that he found one day, as
the vessel aas 12zvisng New York for
Southampton, that th2 rassenger list
contained the name of Colonel Ivor
Danielson, and that the cclonel had
been alloited one of the cabins in-
cluded in Ackroyd’s charge.

Be tapped on the colonel’s door the
first worning out, with a brief “Bath
ready, sir!” and led the way to one
of the bath-rooms. The bath was filled
with cold sea-water, and Ackroyvd
dipped into it the steam-pipe from the
engine-room, turning the tap so that
the steam bubbled up through the
vater and raised its temperature by
rapid stages.

“Temperature as vou like it, sir?”
asked Ackroyd, after a moment, test-
ing the water with his hand.

In-that fraction.of a second, though
Ackroyd was quite unaware of it,
Colonel Danielson directed a glance
of searching inquiry at the side face
of the bhath-room steward. His eyes
narrowed, and _his lips pursed as
though to whistle; then, in a flash, his
face became set and emotionless as
Ackroyd looked round.

“That will do nicely, thank you,
steward!” he said calmly, dipping
his finger into the water.’

Ackroyd left the room. and heard
the bath-room door locked behind him
with a sense of jubilant relief. He
had felt fairly secure before; he -was
convinced now that his disguise was
quite impenetrable. ;
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The Cedric Castle was alongside at
Southampton, and the passengers
were going ashore, when word was
brought to Ackroyd that he was want-
ed in the purser’s cabin.:. He _went
there, unsuspecting, to find = himself
confronted by a detective-inspector, in
plain clothes,  and a" uniformed con-
stable. : " A

“Roger Ackroyd, alias James Hug-
gett,” said the inspector, without pre-
amble, though with a hint of hesitat-
ion in his manner, * I arrest you on
a warrant issued some months ago at
the Guildhall Police Court, ILondon.
on various charges of fraud and
embezziemenii” -~ -

Ackroyd, ashen-faced, gasped for a
moment, then collapsed weakly into a
chair. For instantaneous change from
calm security to knowledge of utter
ruin left him momentarily speechless
while ‘the inspector gabbled out the
statutory warning.

Blindly and instinctively, however,
he passed a couple of fingers between
the buttons of his jacket, reassuring
himself that his safe. deposit - key
was - there, as he had done, although
quite, unconsciously, hundreds of tim-
es before. The inspector noticed and
misinterpreted the movement. :

“Keep your hands out- of your
pockets!” he  rapped out - sharply,
gripping Ackroyd by the wrists. “Best
ship the darbies on, Phillips; I fancy
he’s up to:mischief!” <~ 2

The  constable stepped  forward,

Sout

doreifi c,eone b T2

there was.a jingle of steel, and Ack-
toyd found himself handcuffed, with

letter addressed in Hepgetii, at an

the key-to his secret hoard, bearing

the name and address of the safe da-
Pposit compaay, hopelessiy inaccessible
to bim, though it wou'd ineritably ba
found and its sigeificacce realised
when ke was searchad.

Words came to bim thes, despite
his sickepiug consciousuess toar all
was ov(y, aud that nothing he could
say sould b2 of 2oy availl A torrent
of protests and denmials breke from bis
parched lips, ard the iuspecior listen.
ed with rathér an uneasy air.

“Call in Colvrei Dauielson!” he
told the constable at last: and a mowm-
ent later the colose! entzred.

“This is te2 man, 1 seppose, sir?”
asked the inspector.

“Tkat is undoublediy Lloger
royd!” returped the colozel.

“Weil, I bope you're not making x
xistake, oolorel™ said the insprcior,
coughiry rather remvously. “I'm
Hourd to say he’s rot very like his
photographs or the official daserip.
tion.™

“He has altered his appearance as
far as be could, but a beard axd
moustache, longer and bushier eye-
brows, znd a set of artifical teeth
would change him back to kis
guise,” rejoined the colonel
“There's one simple test, 1

g of

Ack-

Lolo-

1he inspector consulied =a
graphed form.

“That’s right, sir,” Le confirmed.
“‘A scar just above the left elbow,
the description says.”

Deftly he pulled up Ackroyd's left
sleeve, revealing an  unmistakable
scar just above the elbow. The in-
spector gave a sigh of relief,

“Well, that should about settle it,
colonel,” he said. “Was it the scar
that first put you on his track?”

*“No; it was not. I have not seen
the scar, though I felt sure it would
be there.”

“It was his  general appearance
that made you suspicious, thea?”

“Not at all; it was the most trifi-
ing little thing,” said the colonel. “On
the night that Ackroyd disappeared,
he and I were washing our hands at
adjoining lavatory basins, and I
noticed idly that he tested the tem-
perature cf the water in the basin
by putting the back of his hand in
it. He did the same thing when he
prepared my bath the first day out
from New York; that was the thing
that drew my attention to him.”

“I think I've heard that that - is
realiv the safest way of testing
whether water is too hot,” said the
inspector thoughtfully.

“{ believe it is, and for that rea-
son some nurses kabitually use it,” re-
plied the colonel. “All the same —
well, you watch a man about to wash
his hands, and se2 if he doesn’t -in-
variably test the water by dipping
his finger in it.”

He rose to leave the cabin.

“That was the starting-point, asl
have said.” he concluded. “Scanning
steward closely, 1 saw that his fea-
tures well might be those of Ackroyd.
So 1 sent 2 wirelss message to the
Black Funnel head office. When they
replied that James Huggett, bath-
room steward on the Cedric Castle,
had been engaged on the personal re-
commendation of Roger Ackroyd, and
had taken up his duties a few days
after Ackroyd’s disappearance—vell,
there didn’t seem much room left for
doubt, did there?”’—London Answers.

The Sunday School
Lessoq .

Lesson XII.—September 23. [Isaiah
Counsels Rulers. — Isaiah, Chap-
ters 7, 31, 36 and 37. Golden Text.

. —Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee; because he trusteth in thee.
—Isa. 26:3.

THE LESSON IN ITS SETTING
TIME—Unsuccessful invasion - of

Judah by Reziin and Pekah, B.C. 737.

Unsuccessful invasion by Sennacherib,

B.C. 701.
PLACE.—Jerusalem. .
“Woe to them that go down lo

Egypt for help.” Like all the other

Hebrew prophets; Isaiah was a states-

man as well as a preacher.. He knew

that the military strength of Egypt
was grossly exaggerated, and he had
no confidence whatever that Egypt
would keep faith with Judah. *And
rely on horses.” Judah was a hilly
country.  and “never could- employ
horses in warfare.  “And trust in
chariots because they are many, and
in horsemen _because ‘they are very
strong.”: The level plains of Egypt
had always prompted that nation to
the development of cavalry and the
use of chariots. *‘But they look not
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither
seek Jehovah!”’: God to Isaiahis not

simply high and lifted up, but he is a

God of character. He is the God of

Purity and Cleanliness. -~ He is the

God of Righteousness. i
“Yet also he is wise.”  [saian is tre-

mendously sarcastic here.- “*And will

bring evil.” - He will bring evil on
those that bring evil upon the world,
as-Isaiah goes on to say. “And will
not call back his words.”. God will
not withdraw his warnings; he can-
not, for they spring from cssential
truth. *But will rise against the
house of evil-doers.” - That is, aganst
the company of foolish statesmen that
are - forcing Judah into this balefal
connection with Egypt. ‘“‘And against
the help of them that work iniquity.”

“Now the Egyptians are men, and
not God.” The Pharaoh of Egypt was
worshipped as a god, and the people
of Judah were placing. their trust in
the Egyptian army. as if it were God
and not a set of weak mortals.’ “And
their horses: flesh,: and not - spirit.”

The nobles of:Judah seemed to rely

on the Egyptian horses as if - they

were supernatural - beings,  able "to

-

charge against any foe and-. sweep!

them down. = “And . when Jehovah
shall - exercise his omnipotence,: ful-
filling “ the warnings-he has uttered
by his prophet. “Both he that help-
eth. (Egypt) - shall ‘stumble, ' and * he
that.is helped (Judah) shall fall. and
they. shall be - sonsum‘ed, togcther.”
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Both Egypt and Judiah will be involv-
ed In a common destruction.

“For thus saith Jehovah unto me.”
God’s word follows, in opposition to
the foolish and empty words of the
Jewish- nobles who trust in Egypt.
“As the lion and the younyg lion
growling over his prey.” Lions were
common in Palestnie in ancient days.
“If a multitude of shepherds be call-
ed forth against him.” As the lead-
ers of Judah are summoning in their
alarm the multitude of Egyptian
horsemen and chariots, “Will not be
dismayed at their voice,. nor abase
himself for the noise of them.” The
king of beasts with'his roar will put
down the weak shouts of men. “So
will Jehovah of hosts.” Jehovah Sa-
baoth, the most majestic of God’s
titles. “‘Come down to fight upon
mount Zion, and upon the hill there”

of.”” Mount Zion was the original
Jebusite  stronghold captured by
David,

“As birds hovering, so will Jehov-
ah of hosts protect Jerusalem.”
Listen to this expansion of the meta-
phor of the hovering motherbird in
one of the Psalms: “He shall cover
thee with his feathers, and under kis
wings shalt thou trust.”” “He will
protect and deliver it, he will pass
over and preserve it.”” As the death
angel passed over the houses.of the
Israelites in Egypt. marked by the
blood of the lamb sprinkled on door-
posts and lintels,, and dil not slay
the first-born there, so God spares his
children and saves them from their
doom. &

“Turn ye unto him from whom ye
have deeply revolted, O children of
Israel.” Then, as ever, this was the
sum and substance of the prophet’s
teaching, conversion; with that, all
was hope; without it, all was fear.

“For in that day.” .The day of the
fall of the Assyrians at the hand of
Jehovah, foretold in the next verse.
“They shall cast away every man his
idols of silver, and his idols of gold.”
In that day the Jews will sce how
vain was the Assyrian’s trust in their
idols. “Which your own hands have
made unto you for a sin.”” ‘“For a
sin’” means “to be to you an abiding
cause of guilt and punishment.”

“And the Assyrian shall fall by the
sword, not of man.” The point of
this verse is that Assyria was not to
fall by the sword of man at all, but
by the sword of God. “And the
sword, not of men, shall .devour
him.” " That is, destroy him.,  “And
he shall flee from the sword, and his
young men shall become subject to

taskwork.” As the young men of the
Jews have been subjected to slavery.

“And ‘his rock shall pass away by
reason of terror.” “His rosk™ s
understood to mean the king of As
syria. **And his princess shall be dis
mayed at the cas: Instead of
rallying around the f an
leaders will run away. ith Je-
hovah, whose fire 1= in Zion, and his
furnace in Jerusulem. God 1s u
bright ligat to his people, and a con-
suming fire to his foes.

“And the angel of Jehovah went
forth.” The great angel who in so
many Bible scenes stands as the re-
presentative of the Almighty. *And
smote in the camp of the Assyrians.”
This" may refer. to some powerful
force which Sennacherib kad sent to

-press the siege of Jerusalem by sur-

rounding the city, preventing ingress
and egress.  *‘A hundred and four
score and five thousand. This means,
of course, that the invading. force
was very much larger than this very
Iarge number. “And when men arose
eary in the morning, these were all
dead bodies.” The cause of the des:
truction of thg Assyrian host was
probably u pestilence infecting the
low-lying frontier of Egypt.

“So Sennacherib Kking of Assyria
departed, and went and returned, and
dwelt at Nineveh.” Curious, though
true it is, that Sennacherib rever
came to the Westland again, during
the next twenty years of his life, pre-
ferring-to confine his campaigns to
more profitable territory aad less
dangerous areas.

16-Hour Air Mail

Across Dominion

(By A. Grant Dexter in
the Financial Post.)

With work on landing fields rapid-
Iy progressing it is announced of-
ficially that-the transcontinental air-
ways will be ready for operation late
in '1935. = Y

For neariy two years a gigantic
construction program has been under
way, of which the public has heard
little or nothing.

Using unemployed single men the
Government, beginning.in the Fall of
1932, began to drive the land works
of %he’ transcontinental airways
through the  Martimes, - Quebec,
Northern Ontario and southern Bri-
tish Columbia. The work has now pro-
gressed to a point where completion

is assured within 16 months—unless
the Cabinet decides to halt it.

Moreover, zerior officizls of the
Nutional Defence and the post-offie
departments have formulated detail-
ed plans for the transcontinental air-
mazil service and these plans are now
before the Cabinet. No decision is
likely to be reached in the immediate
future for the reason that the service
cannot be launche] until the con-
struction of t%e airways is finished.

The plans, however, ca!l for planes
with a cruising speed of around 170
miles per hour and a maximum speed
of 200 miles per hour. Leaving on-
treal at about 8 p.m., the west-bound
plane will reach Winnipeg in less
than seven hours and_will arrive at
Vancouver some 16 hours after leav-
ing Montreal. As with rail service, a
plane will leave Toronto each night
and will meet the Montreal plan2 at
North Buay or Sudbury, thus giving

a transcontinental service from To-
ronto westrard.
« » = T
DIFFICULT
Transcontinental  airmail, how-
ever, will be made  possible by - the

completion of one of the most dif-
ficult construction jobs in modern
times. ~ £ :

Seven years ago, whan a  iraas-
continental service was {first en-
dorsed, the Federal Government
chose the Prairie’ Provinces as the
first Iink and began construction on
an airway from = Winnipeg wast,
through Regina and Moose Jaw to
Lethbridge and nortk to Calgary and
Edmonton. This airways com-
pletely equipped in eve respect.
There were emergency landing fields.
equipped with boundary lights and
gas beacons, every 19 m Larger
‘airdromes were built eve few hun-
dred miles. ‘Three million candie
power beacons were installed at ter-
minal points suck as Winnipeg, Reg-
inra, Calgary. Radio divaction beams
and a telytype weather® servie?
facilitated night flying.

The western airmail service was
inauguarated in_the Spring of 1930.
The contract for flying passengers
and mail was awarded-to Western
Canada Airways, which kas  since

been abssroed Ly the Canadian Air-
s )

ways, Limited. S

A substantial business was built
up. A 30-hour train trip from Win-
nipeg to Calgary was cut tfo.seven
or. eight hours, with a consequent

 THE WORLD AT ITS WORST -

By GLUYAS WILLIAM] ™

“MINDS WHERE THEV. WANT. TO EAT
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P Te % o ke degree of danger involved. ™ - =
WHEN YOU'RE STARUNG - : ANESE M
: ~ HUNGRY AND HAVE TO CARRY
% A BRSKET LADEN WITH T™E = -~
- MOST. DELECTABLE " PICRIC- PROVISIONS
AND_THE MEMBERS - OF -NOUR FAM- |-
1LY 'SIMPLY. CAN'T MAKE UP THEIR |

saviagz in mail carriage time from
Winnipeg west to Yancouver. .
But in 1931, the Beanet: Govern-
ment cancelled ipe contract, for rea-
sons of ecopomy. The airway has,
beea mazintaiced azd can be mads’
ready for fiying on short potic?.

- While caceellieg tke Prairie air.
ail, the Goverament did  mot)
abandon the idea of a transeontinent..
a! service. And one year later aa op-!
porterity of advarcing the pmject‘
presented itself. The Govercmaat
seized this opportunity witk th2 re-]
sult that a truly transcontizents! air-f
m2il service is pearer re=lity today,
than erer before. To Major Gezeral:
A. G. L. McNasghton meust b2 givza'
chief credit for what occurred.

= - -
NEW POLICY

The Governmezt had met with
failure in its first efort to cupe withj
itk unemployment problem. Tha'
$20,000,060, voted for relief works ia}
September, 1420, demonsirated that!
this was ¢00 coustly a policy to b2 con-!
tinuad. In 1952 the Dominion adopt-’
icy of direct relief. Gen2ral,
1 hit on the plax of con-)

centrating le unémployed men at
work paying them 33 per

een: and of bLuild-:
~aleable and neces-

month and thei

sary puhlie
The pol vas adopted and
work bezan the Fall of 1932, i
it did not begin to function at full
power until 1933, since when thera
have been, always, many scores  of:
these camps in operation.  Abouti
half of them are directly connected
with the airways project. The Civil
Aviation branch of the National
Defence department charted the
complete transcontinental  airmail
route,
It runs from Halifax and Saint,
John in the Martimes across the tip:
of Maine, on throuzh Montreal and
ttawa to North Bay. Thence it
terns north (o Cochrane and theni
westerly along the transcontinental
to Winnipez. The route from Win-
nipeg to Lethbridge is complete.
From Lethbridg2 the route was plot-
ted through the “rows Nest Pass to
Vancouver, touching at Coleman,
Yank. Kitchener. Salmo, Rock Creelk,
Princeton and Hope.
M . .

GIGANTIC TASK
The task was to construct landing
fields at iantervals of from 1V to 39
s from Lethbridze west and from
‘innipeg east.” This involved cutling
aunay forest. pulling out and burning
stumps. levelling ground, blasting
rock and so on. From 60 to 70 camps
kave been constantly in operation and
such rapid headway hzs been achiev-
ed that the end is definitely in sight.
Expenditures on all of these con-
struction camps in the last fiscal
vear were $4.829,100 and about one
half this total is anplicable to the
transcontinental airway. Approxi-
mately 10,000 raen have heen stead-
ily employed.
Orce the landinz fields are in ex-
istence the next step will be to equip
them with beundary lights and bea-
cons. Searchlights and radio beams
and teletvpe apparatus will then bs
installed and this will be one of the
largest contracts for this kind of
equipment ever awarded in Canada.
Then the route will be ready for
operation and the Government will
have to decide how the airmail is
to be carried. On this point thers

has been. acute controversy in re-
cent months.
When the western airmail was

shut down, Canadian Airw~ys, Ltd.,
continued in business, living off air
services maintained, with and with-
out Government subsidies to the
northern minirg fields and the arctic
settlements. The company, apparent-
Iv. decided to hold on. In the belief
that within a few years the trans-
continental service would be started.
This company. ~of which J. A.
Richardson, of Winnipeg, is presi-
dent. it the strongest organization of
its kind in Canada. Both rail com-
panies are large . stockholders ,and
the company is, in every way, »
national one. 4
P) L] - ’
LATEST PROPOSITION
Rut it has emerged in recent weeks
that the Government is _considering
a new air set-up with respect to the
transcontinental service. . The - latest
proposition -is that public tenders be
not called for. If the contract is
awarded on this basis (and Ameri-
can companies excluded, as in the
past), Canadian Airways would be
bound to obtain it: But it is just pos-
sible that the Government will decide
to fly the trarscontinental . airwaya
_with a state or semi-state owned or-
ganization. - Such ~an organization -
would be independent of, but closely
affiliated with, the Royal ° Canadiatw .
Air  Force. :
The decision in this regard  will
rest with the Government. But it is
apparent that the influence of the
higher officers of the army. is' being
thrown into the scales in favor of a3 . _
state operated mail service. Private
companies, such as' the Canadian Air-
Y . Ltd., are emphatically in op
position-to the plan.
* *

2 iranscontinental  airmail.
service is probably not more than_ 1€
months distaut, the air-carriage.  of
passengers is-father away. It  has
been decided not to permit passengers
to travel the transcontinental airway
for. at least a year after the airmaii
begins. - % : %
The reason_is that the flying acrost
Northern Ontario  is " regarded: a:
hazardous .and ‘a ~ vear’s experienct
will_not only add-to the safety "of
the ‘service, but will indicate, by the
number._ of accidents- that_occur, 'th
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