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‘Sole Remaining
Feudal Stzte’.

“ & musket is kept on every farm.

" part dating from 1565

< lations and are subject to no imperial

-has no public debt, but ‘on the: con-

"3 French, althoagh everyone speaks

: seneschal, an officer. appointed by -me

-

-~
By Sydi Hz.harar ia Strapd Mag=-
zine, Loadon

Withir 2 fex bours® iourney from
London lies the mirpiature istand of
Sark, which is the last purely feadal
State remaining inthe world. i

This fourth largest of the Chacgel
Islaeds is only three and a balf wmiles!
Jopg ard oae 2nd 2 half miles wide,®
bat b of its bays axd
coves, it has thirtr-fve miles of coast ¢
The clifs, rising o2 211 sides, are 007-;
ered with fnpumerable varieties of
rock plants and ficwers, 2nd in the’
zpricg the whole island Is covered
with a blaze of zold and blze. Semi-’
precions stones, such s amethysts,:
cat’seyes 2nd ‘moonstones, are found *
oz the Deaches, ard fts mines, which
were worked at ona time, sielded cop-!
par, sliver, antizrony 2cd galesa

The only mears of 2ccess from the;
harbor, which is ozo of the smallest
in the world, iz by.2 road passing
through a ttanne! plerced in the cliff,
thence by a highway to where the is-
land is divided intu twe parts. These
are joined by a huze natural caunseway
of rock, bordercd with sheer cliffs on
one side.

Sark kas quite an ipteresting his-
tory. There is anple evidence of it3
baving been ocetpied jn the Stone
Age, while the written records begin
in 563 A.D. Around that time the is-
land  was occapied by an order of
monks from Brittary who built 2 mon-
astery there, the ruins of which stili
exist. After that it fell into the hands
of Scotch pirates, later of the French,
from whom it was wrested by the Eng-
lish by ruse. In 1355 Queer Elizabeth
granted the island conditionally to Sir
Helier De Carterer of Saint-Ozen, in
Jersey. He and hls successors re-
ceived almost unlimited power  over
the island cz condition that he colon-
ize it with forty families Each man
was to be provided with 2 musket for
the defence and to this day 2 man with

In 1832 Sark passed out of the hands
of the De Carteret family and event-
nally came to my great-grandmother
in 1852, My grandfather was the last
colonel of the artillery militia of one
Tundred men -which was maintained
on- the island for many years. DBut
now all that remzins of it are a few
old cannon.

My house or “Seigneurie” lies in a
sheltered part of the island. Its main
stands on the
site of the old monastery, and the fire-
place in the hall bears the date 1635.
The gardens are opened to the public
once a week free of charge.

Great privileges being always . ac-
companied by great resporsibilities,

our home may be descrited as thej.

clearing-house  of 2ll jsland contro-
versy and is open at any time to any
_Inhabitant who wishes to see me for
ar.> reason. Discussions take place on
nn kinds of subjects.

Wo have a Parliament that is called
the ChieZ Pleas and sits three times a
year, unless called by me in an emer-
gency. Over this Parliament my hus-
band, the Seigneur, and I preside, the
members being the forty leaders of the
farms allotted originally in 1565, plus
twelve deputies elected among the
rest of the inhabitants, who pow num-
ber six hundred and seventy-five.

We make our own laws and regu-

taxation, and only to_such special
legislation as may be enacted by order
of the King, who to us is our feudal
Lord the Duke of Normandy. - We are
the smallest self-governing part of the
British Empire and the only part that

trary a substantial credit -balance, al-
though there is no income tax and
only - a very small tax = on property.
This, in corjunction with the landing
tax of one shilling per passenger and
the revenue from #-small tax on alco-
holic bovem"es and tobacco, is saf-
ficient t'ealance our budget. We are
self-supporting, we have no unemploy—
ment and no politicians.

The official language of the island

English, both languages being
in the schools. n
speak our old ‘patois,” which is a sur-
vival ‘of the old Norman-French as
spoken at the tnme of William t.he Coa-
qneror.,

)Iotor cars are forbxdden on the is-
land so that peace and quiet may be
undisturbed.

taught

ownership of which is. the -exclusive
privilege of the Scigneur. ' It is also
the old right of the_Seigneur alone to

keep' pigeons ‘and: that' none-but hej"
" may. grind £orn or build a mill.

Al-
though my old windmill built in 1571,

1s no longer used, I still grind, “ali corn =
dbrought to the Seigneurie by the more |- :
amodern” methods of motor ~and ma-|--

chine and charge each farmer a small
fee for it. TR
‘While the Chief Pleas is held, there

is a court of justice presiced by the

for the term of three years who has
. power to inflict'fines and imprison-
ment. But ajthough we have our own

Jail, it is hardly ever used.” The seer.t|

©of our immunity from crime is no
doubt the impossibility of escape from
jhe island.”  Our:constable, ~who is
\elected by the Chiet’Pleas, serves for

me year and cannot: refusd to:-do it,

0 that every able bodied man on the
bland will at some time take his turn
23 constz*a,

. All'cereals grown on the island are §
bject to seigneurial tithes.” Each of|"

e forty farmers pays a .yearly tithe
pr ground rent on his property and the
p1d chimney tax, or poulage, which is
paid "in live chickens.~ Every man
Ybove sixteen must give two days® la-
dor towards the upkeep of the roads

-dnd every: owner of a horse and cart|:

ust 'send- the same - for two days

rtage.

The ~reatest. and xno.;t important
ght of the Seigneur is that of succes-

Eor- thereby to him reverts the abso-
te possession - of an: property to

)hxch there is no. heir within the ﬁ!th

Among ourselves we ;.

1-alse refuse to. allow |.
“~.the importation:of female dogs, the

that ‘each of tke origin2l forty farees

is meintained jntact.

Altkough we bhare motor boats and
reless sets, th - machiee age has n.o
_really bezia ic Sari. and after fire
o'clock, when the little stéamer Bas

s r..armed to Guernsey, absolate peac>

reigns on the fslapd.

Setenzeen out of ozr forty  yourg
reen who serve” in the ~orld war lost
- thelr Jires. but even so thero are pea-
:ly 2s rcany mep 2s women 02 tie is-
land.  Mapy women relp to work on
the l2ad and terd onr wonderful catile,
every oz2 of which £5 2 pedigree ari-

. mal

Dirorce does mot exist o2 our fs
land. The ntmost ide law caa do for
enh” s arriazes i3 to graot a-legal
deed of separation. Oz the sale of an
;estate, the wife fs usnally asked to
waive her rights.. In some ¢ases she
‘2grees to take 2 fixed sum in retarn
for which she relinquishes her clzim
0 her zettal share of the property.
Her husband cannot seli or dizposs of
her property without her consent, and
even if he estate is actually his owa,
the wife can claim a dower o2 it in
the evert of his selling it.

Under our o!d feudal law my hus-
band own everythirg that I possessed
before my marriage, this applying 2lso

i 10 the lordship of the islang, so that

he becomes Saigneur of Sark. My
hesband, Roberr- Weodward Matha-
way, was bora in New Jersey, bat ke
served in the British Royal Flying
Corps during tha war and subsequent-
ly became 2 naturalized British sub-
Ject. This fact is of material import-
ance, for Sark can be held only by a
British subject.

All these Lns and customs mke
Sark unique and we do all in our
power to reizin this originality, as
well as the independence and tradi-
tions which even in 1832 make us 2
living and flourishing example of a
feudal Siate of the sixteenth century.
Cur peaceful prosperity should prove
to all advocates of modern methods of
government that our ancient system
has 2 great dezl {0 recommend it

Ealiod G

Geneva, 1932

.-\ plea for reconvention of the Dis-
armament Conference)
We who are serfs, Lord, each to his
own dark mind, =
Or to the greed of natises, as of olg,
We wkho are still idolaters of gold,
Foregather yet Irom every shore to
find
Ease from- our own - forged
whoso fetters_bind &
Al earth in armour to an end fore-
teld; -/
Only Thy ‘solvent Light, which we
withhold,
May melt .the shackles that enslave
~mankind. -

curins

Not all the punis':m:em and waste
years,
Nor sacrificial blood ..nd agony
Ot guiltless youth, heirs of the erring
past,
Avail to make us masters of our fears,
=Burn us with vision, manhzod, Lord,
S0 we
Stand freemen shrisen in Thy sight at
last. g
—Grace Clementine Howss, fn the
Boston Transeript, _

of

Democracy in cnina s

. The system of lcecal 2utonomy, ap-
proved by the Natioral Conference
in Loyang-fu last - March, ' is being
first -applied in Shantnng, Chekiang
a2nd Kiangsun . provinces, - where the
central Government has absolute con-
trol. - The Ministry of the.Interior
has appointed special commissioners
to instruct local officials in applica-
tion of the system. By this means,
it Is hoped to introduce gradually a
genuinely- democratic form of govern-
ment in China. The system provides
for local elections, in which 21l lit-
erate citizens may participate. The
franchise will be. extended as.liter-
acy increases. Until universal- edu-
cation becomes 2 possibility, the
electorate -will be composed of edu-
cated - citizens. -~Whaen 'local - auto-
nomy has: been- firmly established,
central -and - proviccial governments
will no longer make _any - appoint-

New Novel By
Irene Moody

Rview by John W. Garvin

ronto, from the October issue of the
Canadian Bookmarn,
“Delphine of the Eighties,” by lrene
H. Mooéy. Lonéon, John Bale Dan:e:
son Ltd. Book Craft Co. Ltd., Toronto,
Canada. Sold by all booksellers in
Vancouver. 252 pages.

“Irere .~ Moody, who lires in Van-
couver, B.C., was born in Ontario and
eduzated ‘at the Collegiate in St
Thomas, and the scenes of this book
re laid ia her native province with
London as 2 centre.

2irs. Moody ~was chairman of the
Bozxrd of Schoo! Trustees in Vancou-
ver and has been president of the
B C. School-Asscciation. So far as I
know, this is her first book and it is
the Initial volume of 2 proposed tri-
logr. =
*‘Delphina of the Eighties’ is
the most important novel of its kind
since the publication in 1908 of ‘Anne
of Green Gables.
- “The heroine is a girl, tha only child
of Mr. and Mrs. James Avery, the hus-
bard an Englishman 2nl the wife of
Frenck descent, but both immigrants
from tke Ise of Guernser.
“Two faults,*if faults they be, may
be fcund in the story, it stirs one's
{feelings too {requently, and certain of
the characters appear too perfect. But
it is well - to have ideal characters
placed _before us occasicnally in fic-
tion,  lest we forget in this life of

-|struggle and misfortune.._.. to striva

to attain the ideal. >
““Delphine of the Eighties" should
be read and re-read by parents, guard-
fans and teachers—as the character of
suck 2. child’ in the hands of the
thoughtless and selfish could so easily
bave been bllghted and ruined. .Del-
phine zrips the keart of the reader so
tightly that the next volume of the
trilogy will be looked for eagerly.”
Mezxico Plans System . -

: To Link All Highways
_Mexico - City.—Development - 'of 2
highway program, which, when com-
pleted,- will provide -trunk lines con-
necting® widely -separated sections of
the country, has been undertaken by
the government through’ the National
Highway. Commission. - Second routes
serying areas joined by trunk lines al-
so_are-under- consideration. =3
The trunk highways planned are five
in number, with a total 2ngth of 5,062
miles. . Subsidiary roads branching out
from the trank lines will have 2 length
of about: 4,784 miles, so that tho total
system: of national highways:will ex-
tend-approximately 9,846 miles.

The -approved system of ‘highways
will provide not only. direct: communi-
cation between all the states and ter-
ritories ‘of the country, but also_each
of the federal divisions -1d the main
highways of- the United St ates and
Guatemala.

The federal govemment xs c(roper-
ating -with- the various. states in the
constuction "ot hi; shways.

One -hig hway which s receiving a
great share of attention is the one ex-
tending -~ from - Alexico  City north™to

ments of-local oficials.

Laredo.--This Toute will form part of

- the P..n‘_imerican nghway. :

N

« Do You Know? +

Noted Canzdian man of letters, To-1.

“-jbarm .may be done if regotiating

'any one who should bring up his chil-

.| between one people and another. xs a

: {if.you come”down:to:brass: tacks..

¥ American—and ‘America is full of de-

{ to- pay: ‘what-he: :owes.

may say: s0,. England s quite full [of

= | nounced. that he was ready to

-] comers.~ The local prodigy. ‘entered the
|xing ‘and gave his name to the Tef
‘| As the referee was mtroducmg h .
the amatcur tugged af. his_sleeve and

; equared u

“Great - mistakes and - irreparzble
parties do not fully understand each
other’s idiom.- Not every word has
its exact equivalent in another lan-
guage, and often 2 mere shade of
accent or. phrasing may. alter- the
whole sense.

“As a result of my travels my in-
terest in modern lanugages has grown
year-by year. I am glad to learn that
the : School - of Modern~ Languages
which, in-.iny. undergraduate days,
was still struggling. for full recogni-
txon, is now one of the larger schoo!s
in the university.” -

- Recalling that it was his own col-
Iege which had been the first to teach
modern languages, having appointed
Giovanni® F lorxo, the translator of
Montaigne, i in 1580 the Prmce ‘quoted
his dictum:

4T wish there were such a Iaw that

dren without ‘teachingthem foreiga|j
languages should ‘be beheaded.” 5
Z“Much as-I believe in the value of
nlodern’ lanugages,” ~he. continucd,
..mid'langhter,,“l ani -not prepared
to:go so far.- . ‘However, to learn a
new language is to have a new life
opened up-to us, to know new peop‘e
ard new modes of thougnt 2 ;

%

Bntam and . Her. Debts

By JOHN DI INKWATER, -
* English* Poet” and ‘Dramatist *
*No ‘body:is so-obtuse and: blind:in
the world as not to know there are
troubles.. Every little indivivual g
ture - of ‘good-will and‘understanmng

gesture_of . righteousness. A2
Nobody.who takes the sh"htest in-
terest in publlc :affairs _can" fail _to
take “into consideration the question
of war debts. Of the technical rights
and wrongs of this question I am;
and I imagme ‘most: ot ‘you, are,in-
competent - to . spedk;: and I-have a -~
grave suspicion: that - precious few
people in the. ‘world do -know abo:t it,

‘But I do ;know- that mo: decent

cent people—thlnks of the  English-
mean as .2 person who. doesn't want
Andi 1. know

that no decent Engllshman——-and i1

‘decent  people—doesn’t- want to pa:v'
his debts. L <

e’

FIRST—-—AND LAST.-
An amateur boxer a_cepted ltxhe m—

“:He stepped back, and
e “The z;rofeasxonal ‘ducked

a wild swmg, led mﬂé his nght, 2 d

plain, studded with viilages, donkeye,
olives and dome-shaped walls; from
this plain, withcut any warning. 2
great . granite rock thrusts itself, and
all the obfects on it are squeezed to-
gether, one on-top of the other; and
below in the chasm. of brown rocks
flows the brown Tajo. . . .

‘So many perfodsand civilizat ion_s
enter the hard clutch of the Toledan
rock. And thep, in one-of the nar-
rowest streets, from the: barred -win-
dow.of a human:cage a birds-eye
vlew of Toledo :is revealed to you:
one single surge of flat roofs beneath
the blue sky; an Arab town, glisten-
ing-in the brown rocks, gardens on
the roofs, and delightful,” languorous
patios Wwith an_ intimate and comely
life of their own.

But if:] were to fake you-by the
hapd and ‘show you' over ewerythin,,
that was revealed to me in Toledo, I
suppose I should first lose: my Way
in_those : winding ~poverty-stricke
streets.” -~ Not - that- I' should regret
that, for there too we’ ‘should have
to keep clear of the donkeys. patter-
ing over the :cobbles ~with . thelr
nimble hoofs, we should see the open
patios- and  the ~majolica encounter
péople: I’erha;;s hers I should find
that Audejar cha pel, white and chilly,
vrith its': fine ho'seshoe-arches- a
litile furiher on is a rock which falls
sheer into the Tajo,” and opens -out |-

1a ma"mﬁcent and austere vista; and

the synagogue dal’ Transito, bestrewn
with -fragile aad’. curionsly’ refined
-] 3roorisa ornamentation. . .. 1f 1 .were
to enter.another age-it:weuld nst be
snother ‘age; it would be only. a be-
wildenn"ly fine-and high adventure
lake - Toledo, -like “the Spanish “land.

—From ““Letters - from Spaip,”” “by
Karel~ Capek, Translated * by Paul
Se!vcr. (\ew lork Putnam)

Sprayed and Unsprayed

We have son.e samples of the. Spy
apples ‘which" ‘were sprnyed aceordin"
to: approved methods “as:‘reported
last “week, - ‘and: some ““of:the;same
vanety of apple> grown on the same
soil “with-the same: cultxrauon which
received “no spraymg. = Both sam-
‘ples ‘are theaverage ot “the- trees.
The sprayed. app!es are 11 inches in

‘clrcumterence,both ways the others

are mnch sma.l!er.‘ -The * sprayed
app!es aro: free.from scabs and worm
holes.- The others are. 5potted and
uite wormy. : 2
qﬂvormy “apples do not add mnch to
the rellsh “of : .:he cxder made ‘from

EIatE
B S e
~ coli fevers, col 0.
b mgforyomz child

Willie—“An adult is one that has
stopped growing except in the middie.”

“E.1ve$dropp!ng again,” “as  Adam
sald when his missus fcll out of the
apple tree.

In Ergland it bas been decided cows
have a.lcgal right to use the roads.
This must be a great relfef to ihe
cows..

A_woman journalist has started 2
school to teach women how  to buy
clothes. - Why doesn’t somebody start
. ing school for fish?

Little Jean was certainly locking
rather ill when she roturned to the
house from the garden.

““Mummy,” ,she said, rather coitly,
“js it-true that an-epple a day keeps
the doctor. away?”

“That is the saying,
said.. “Why?” ;

‘“Well, Alammy,” said Jean I've kept
-twelve doctors away this morring, but
I'm afraid we shall have to bave one
now.”

my dear,” she

Jake—*“Did vou-travel in-Europe to
satisfy your thirst for knowledge?”
Carl—"No, iust my thirst.” "

Wcme"x Motorxsts Declared
* “No Better—No Worse

London Eng.—These latest = stai-
istics 'seém . to settle the q.xestxon of
driving abxlxty. Spbis ;

‘Leading insurance ‘companies- at- a
secret . conference here - recently, at
which  the: whole question  of : insur-
ance risks -~ was reviewed, decided
that the woman driver was no worse

the man' driver.’

This - decision -was reached when
it-was decided“to. increéase “the cost
of Insurance on motor-cycles and-re-
duce that on- motor-cars by olre-ing
larger. no-claim: bonnses. G

A suggest!on was put’ forward that
the:; woman driver.  was a: ‘greater

men drivers, a'nd should be cha.rged
'more for- instance. g
~ Statistics"were called’ for and these
comp!etelx ﬂ dtcated tho woma.n
drtver. A s
“Tt wasg found that certaln wcmen
drivers were very: bad ‘risks, bat the |-
same ap,glled to thelr nvals

~ An’average -was taken, and it was
between the
f A Lift in’ the Spirit -
- By Mrs. F. D..Roosevelt— =~
214 think out of all these month

to:come ore- great good namely, g
growth of understanding and of inter-
est among all the women of the city

.i sicianship ot least.

sonrce Zot’ danger- on the road “than|.:-

found- that there -was little t choose :

hardship and SOTTOW: tlxere is: going} -

and:nation In’ thefr: sisters who work |
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A Theory Explodsd

There is a popular impr
musicians are unpracticai creamers.
They are supposed & live :a o world
where the ordinary standards of so-
cial “and comniercial competercc cora
enknown. Like the artist of roman-
tic fiction, they are held to e the 25
solute negation of business abiiity.
Nothing could weil be farther from
the truth, in the sphere of stage mu-
A busy writes.
a2nd procducer of oparzs verforms 2

task beside which most of .the prok-
fems of commerce and adreinistratisn
Every possible dif3-
and

are .chil’s-play.
culty, alike  personza!, material,
financial, is his dzily lot.
organize and focus 2 com
efforts which touch-every ccnce
side cf artistic-life. He _as

ordinate ali these activiii
cize plece and at a preci
One weak link in the chain meoy ¢
troy him. XMontls of kaid aad thank-
less labor may resulr in an hour’s
glory or a year’s ruin. This is one of
the fascinations of the stage. It i3

0 I
s ~t apre-

| tze supreme artistic gamble. Patronz,

composers and perioriners alike feal
that of all artistic ventures opera i3
both the mest exciting and the most
exacling. -It'is also the mwost compre-
hensive.. Poets, p..intere, and- musie

ers-ard- masters of -ceremony, cara--
pentcrs and _meckanics, all. have ‘3
hand in‘it. ‘It 1'n"lude= every knowm
form of m',sxcal material. - An opera-
house i3 2 smail kingdom, comprising
and conlrollmg ‘Tnany - artistic - pro-
vinces, and there have beea few nien
who, given the chance, havz not'covet- -
ed its rescurces. : It c“'s‘.'s by favor
of -those *~>2 are ready to:stake 1he:r

a risk from' thefr pmnt or rie'v thani-xealth and reputation on It is'em-

phaticaily wci- the p!nco ‘fer the un-
practical "“"‘hst.—Geo:‘ge D\acn, |n 3
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