of Ledgard.” . |

t Ho Cost Her.”
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] Ahot
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e

long chalkd.| But there, |you sh

ontinued).. -
at’s. all very well, my friend,”
id, “but kindly remember: that
> young, and well, and strong.
d, and an invalid.
rt. . Don’t' be bard

*No,.[nor fifty hund
shortly., “I don't want
.|Don’t be su¢h'a fool; or you'll
ve to enjoyit.)’
ity .shuffled, on to; hir feot, and]
aimlessly about ‘the hut. Once, Photo
or | he passed the place where; pocke
< .'the botfle' rested he 'hesitated; at;light.
I, .. last he|paused, his - eyes lit up, ' he
-out his hand stealthily.;But
'} . " dbeforehe could .possess- himself ‘of it
| ° . "Trent’s |hand was upon- his"collar. -
s “You|poor fopl!” he said; “leave it
¥ " alone, can’t you?, You want to poison
{ |/ yourselfl I know.|" Well, you can do as
o when. you .are out
f this-tnot before.” . -~ .o
: eyes flashed. evil fires, but
. tdne. " remained ! ‘
»11 he "said, "“be '1®asonable.
" Look atime! 'I ask you.now_ whether
better for that.last drop. 1
hat it is food and wine to me.
to brace. me. up.for to-mor-,
w listen!  Name your own
et it up against that single
am not a mean man;-Trent.
say one hundred -and fifty ?”
half stornfully,
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ty’s face once more grew blac
' “You are a 'beast, Trént—a bu
he_ exclaimed passip'nately.-; “rn
| part with it!”. . = :
{“I |'hope you
| swered. . “I've told you ‘what I should
of you if you did.” - .
nty moved a little nearer to
g of the hut. !
zraph hesitatingly . from
,» and-looked at'it by the mq
His eyes_filled with mau
_He raised it to his lips

:on ‘me, Trent.

.'ed,”. Trentan-| won't,”. Trent

He .drew

The ‘whispered.

rent had re-lit his pipe and"st;
'a’ fresh game of Patience. ﬁdonty,
] pening, “began |/ to

'standing in the--o
m'utte'ﬁ' to himself, ; -
" “I'am sure t0.win—Trent is always
unlucky st ‘cards—su
¢ brandy—ah!”
ucked in his lips for a'moment.
'soynd. |Hel’
shoulder, and his face
haggard with Jonging.’ His
eyes. gought, Trent’s,” but -Trent was
oking' stolidly and looking at.the
.spread out before .him, as! a|;
chess-player at-his pieces. B % o
“Such a very small risk,” M !
whispered softly to himself. - “I need
the: brandy too. I can
it!: Trent!”
de: no answer.:
not wish to hear. Already he had re-
pented; He was not & man of = keen
susceptibility, » but' he was a "trifle
ashamed of himself. At that momerit |
he wag tempted to draw the cork, and
the brandy ‘out ‘upon: the

"166ked over-hi

", Trent looked at him,
half depfecatingly.- v, A
' re only ‘wasting your "breath,
he  said, “I couldn’t touch
'/ money won in such.a way, snd I'want
6 get ypu out of this alive. There’s
fever ‘in[the air all ar
either. of|us get a touc

ound -us, and if/
h of it that drop
y might stand ‘betweéed us
- h. ~Don’t worry me. like'. a
~. 1 spéilt child: - Roll you
1, - tol sleep!
o " “I willl bt reasonable
ed. “I'Will go to slee
".- and worlly. no more w
i Just one/sip of that ‘brandy! It . is
‘" the finest medicine in the world for
. It Will keep'the fever off.. You
ot want money you say!- )
anything in this' world which] -
; Which you will| set against
‘inches .of brown Jiquid ?” -
point of an angry
| Suddenly ‘he -.stopped—|h
and-said nothing.
with sudden hope,
'1he ‘cried, “there is some-
ge¢! . You're the right sort;
on't be afraid to speak out.
4, man, if you‘\\fin it. ‘Speak!

,” Monty -whin-
p, .y - friend,| hoarse, ) 1
hen I have had| Willingly up.
over him -with-
-and bloodshot eyes.
. “Deal the cards
ply, and sat down. . - e
Trent . hesitated. Monty misunder-
im and slowly drew the photo-
from his pocket and laid it face
table. - Trent bit

4
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: : SR and a very ugly|oath.
stake -that ‘-brandy,” Trent

- “agaihst the picture * you
om’, your.' pocket ' ‘an-hour,
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:.|moment " -Monty " stood  as
Theri” the. excitement
e in his face slowly]
stood quite silent, mut:
o hllmself,; his'_e'.y(‘:s. fix-“Same Jas befor
. Monty nodded, for h
‘hot ‘and his mouth - dry, and-sp
was not' an' easy! thing.  But he ‘dealt’
‘the ca 'ds, ohe'by' one.. with jealous
and when| he had- finished he
snatched upon his own, and looked: at
each with sickly disappointment, ,
;- “How’ many?” " Trent asked, hold-
pack.-".Monty hesitated,
e up his: mind to. throw away
ut. one upon. the
a little whine, he
own with trembling fin-
tched-at the three: which
m. . His face lit. up,
n-his cheek. It
draw’ had ~im-|"

. He shuffled
‘ em to  Monty. -
“Your deal,” he. said laco
£ , e I suppose?”

re! "My little girl’s.pic- | s " Tonghe
joking; you're

ent, you are.

ered nonchal-
erhaps ‘Ysp! ‘ Any}low “those!!
. 2x1ou can play or-not:.
yau like! ' .T' g rea s oY,
1{.spot - burned
& aé suggien ﬁ‘assio’n, shook
‘thréw himself upon Trent)| : s. ‘the
- *and| woul] ‘lave struck hi v f?ﬁfg N‘cli‘xigz’ll;hﬁsit
- -. b ,'
sp, 'Trent held h
asily and without effort.
nothing for you' to make
out,” he said- gruffly. ¢
a plain_question, thaf’s 41l
nt’to'play at all, -
; , :most likely lose, and.you’
¢ [, - .ter withogt the b
i, . Monty was'foamin

Trent handed. hi
t flush burned i
‘was evident. that the

re much bet-.

east!” he ’eried,
‘dared-you look at
How dare you make me

et ’mc.‘go, I'say! Let 1

nt | did n'dtf‘aimm_edizi
levidently not. safe
of anger bor- ).

to let hin} go.

ly, “I've nti'med ‘the stake; I’ll
nsider any other.” . . -

ch a. little risk,

not ‘sleép. w'i‘th-
He did

. 3 i .
Do you hear, Trent?”: |
could. no ‘longer ignore ‘the
‘plaintive cry. . He looked un-
Monty  Was standing
, twitching face

ttered silfn-

hor 'a foolish game this,” he
‘Let’s ' call it "off, eh? 'You
ave—well, a thimbleful of  the

go to bed. Il sit up, I'm

Kei‘y profa

ha he muttered.
rylidrop; every —— 4
keep the |picture. - You see, my
‘| friend, you see; [deal the cards.”"
i Trent, who had .more fault

ost men, but who -hated bad!
language, looked at the back of the
photograph, and, shuddering, hesitat-
ed’ no Tonger.
and handed th

drop! - A

£h'e_ cdrds

took -his own cards up, look-|
‘nonchalantly,
himself{to one card. Monty ¢
strain himself no longer. He' threw
his-hand upon the ground. .
"".he cried in.
“three of a kind—nines.” " . .
- Trent laid down his own cards calm-

1T hand,” he said,
y . gave a little gasp and then|

ﬁ’ex_‘c.g triumph, I'vé been swind
in\Europe.} .

“Kings up.”

Iy!"”
ot

an-

the
the
his
oon-
dlin.
‘land

‘My

gn;t-

onty

-ed.to. be my daughter! Afte

fool, now?. W
can go back
.give her jewe
and all the- fal-de-lals that | women
love. “You’ll néver do. it if you muddle

tllne

.Monty: muttered.
She’d care’ little for money or gew-
gaws, but she’d break her heart -to
see her old father—come ‘to - this—
broken down—iworthless—a Hhopeless, | ;
miserable | wrétch. "It’s too, late.
‘Trent, I'lﬂ have just a glass I think.
It.will do me §

ting, Trent, y

nically.

wdg'
e of interferenc¢ from:
for a glass, raise
was a gurgling in his-1 hroat—a little
:3pasm as he choked, and released “his |’
lips for aimo ient. Then .the bottle |
slid from 'his nerveless|fin er'sl

floor, and the liquor oozed away in a

dittle brown, stieam; evién Trent drop-
ped. his pack

startled. For
the sloping ‘rodf was a Europi
-all’ appearance \an Englishm;
linen clothes and_ white hat, -
the man for

helped|;
ould re- :
allies or for G¢

a moan. | Hiﬁ eyes were #xedwml
fascinating glare upon thosge five ca;

= = e T 7 . 1 |which Trént]had so calmly laid dows
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Trent took up the photograph,

looking. at it, and rose to his feet.
-“Look here, Monty,” ‘he said, “y

|- shall have the brandy; youlve no rig

to it, and{you're best without it |

have your|pwn way.” © = | i

Monty rose to his feet and balanc
himself| agginst the post. | .
. "Never mind—about the _brandy}”
he faltered:| |“Give me back the phot

graph.” . S 4§
‘shrugged. his ;boulde

beats three, don't
and my, stake.” s s
., “Then-—“then take that!”| But -
blow never|tpuched Trent. | He thrut
out. his hand and held his assail
away atq';:% s .length. '

it? t'was my
. iR

.Monty burst into tesrs. L

“You don'tt want it,” - he. moaned;
“what’s \my, little girl to you? Y
never saw Her, and you never will sde

er in your|life,” n 13 A
., “She is nothing to me, course,

.Trent " answeted. -“ﬁ, moment or |
ago her picture was fworth less to yo

| than a qua of a bottle of brandy.!”

“I' was mag,” Monty moa]ned. “Sh¢
her Y | il

:“I never heard'you, speékw f her. el
fore,” . Trent [remarked. - r i

was my jown little daughter;

Monty" crept|but between |the ‘hosts
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the night near ¢
In_the morn
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age ne,x’\r by, a
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nl sde how thie Indians
" aCome, Polly, let's go
» Sammy said, to }
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“Why?” h bpked'cooll t, FFull hand ,

ugly unifornjs,

B 'Shé’,‘\]as' very old, with
face .as I hav . Sh¢ hol
bled ﬁp»t’d the gateway of the [muni-|.
tions works and enquired if ther
any "chance of a job, writes
{Sherliker from:Leeds, England, '
" “Sorry, mother,’ said the dooy!
‘‘We turn a hundred wom
girls Away every morning. .
Jtill the ‘new wing i

' um'j harried over to the
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Indlan village was only
walk from the llqtcl, hut
ried along so fast that
fell down in the 'dusty re
"I At the entrance to ﬂ.
.. §hich looked to the chif
ittle playhouse, 'thérc st
dul Indinn child, ‘;vho Wy

¢ leggings anc
(l\l:lhcr ‘shirt.. At first Say
" {hat the chjld was ho)
he smiled, and said in :

oo

R RN L

searee ‘and exp
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who returned
descendants ¢);
undérwear, g

fx"()ck worn' fop

.my son,” she ex-
plained in jashaky voice. -
t to kill a German

L 7 i

icked .to ’qv such.a wish . |
ut a-|Gei‘ an killed my son.
Hope lit up her ieye as she hpbbl
away |with [ the- rénewed -intimation

‘[over ‘ féeding, carele
one-sided diet. ' | . ¢
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There was|a moment’s silr]nce. Then

into the'soft darkness, ' and |his voic
seemed to_come from a'great distance

e . | P . . - )M N i Ly " hoe real
tofing, the axe '.being an excellent [ " Unless you give y ut lflp boots disple o oice, “How dq! e rea
that -an oportunity for work: -5urgic;11 instrum care, they dp not paly otsdispl:.ving: ark little Indian was a

“I have-neyer told you about her,’"}

he said, “because she'is not thd'sort

such men. as" you. T am

worthy to be her fathér than you
are to touch jthe:hem of " her skirt,)
There was a time, Trent, many, many
ytars ago, when I was proud to thinik

flesh and blodd. When 1 began to go
down—it wag different. - Down and
down.and lower still!' ' Then 'fhe ceas-

that shel waa‘ my- daughter,| my own

all'it-is
her pic-

best. .I am not fit to carry
ou keep

ture. - You -kpep it Trent—
it—and give me the ‘brandy.’ ‘
. He staggered up on to his{feet and

crept back. into the hut. His hands,

‘were out’s}‘_tretqhed,‘- claiv-like -and bony,
-his eyes;wereg fierce ‘a l
- But Trent stdod between him and the

s a_wild-cat’s.
brandy bottle) . : .- o
“Look here,”. he, said, “you _shall
Bav‘e the' picture back—curse youl}

But. listen.” If I weré you.and had}
wwife, or daughter,;

sor' sweetheart like.
this”—he touched the photograph al-

‘most - reverently—“why, . I'd go
through-fire and water, but I'd keep

myself .decent; ain't <you a. silly. old,

've made.our piles, you
nd take heér a [fortune,
?E and ' pretty.|dresses,

ourself up with that: stuff,icld 'un,
huck the drink"till we’ve seen, thig

thing through' at-any rate!”]

. “You don't -kn‘O\XHmy liﬁt,le)dvgi_rl;n
ow should you? |

od.’ - I have beén fret-

He staggered towards the bottle,

Trent watched! him, interfering no
longer.” With
tent he seized upon it

Ullittle chuckle |of con-
and, too |fearful |-
lITTr_ent; to. waif|

d it to; his lips. There

‘| to the.

| cards hind sprang up

ending| down | under |

an, " in
! It was
om- they had waited.
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