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Fred Auberlyl" o‘xclaimed Barret
‘“Won’t, youv welcome me?" demand-

Wblcome you? 0! couree I will,
most heartxly‘ old boy!!’  cried Bar-

‘| ret, seizing | his- frilend’s hand and

wringing it; “but it youl burst in on
a, fellow unexpcctedly in ’thls fashion,
and with such wild.looks, why—'" -
| ““Well, well, don’t explain, man; I
explo.nn.txons I have comse
here for. ]symp&thy,"v sajid Fred Au-
00 tmd sxttm
down by the tire.”” i . 8‘

‘Ay, sympathy.| When a man is in
distress he naturally craves for sym-
pathy, and he' turns also naturally
to ‘those’ who can and will give it—

not to everybody, ?hn Barret—?
only to those who c feel W1th
him as well as for lu in

distress, John ‘and ovcr smce you
and. I fought our first and last -bat-
tle at Eton,, I have found you a true.
sympathlzer So inow, is your heart
ready to e(:exve the flood of sor-
rows?"” .
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of tlus c a hall‘-Jestlng' tone, but. he
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about it, T‘red .. \vhxle he. rellghted
his pipe.

“You " have but a poor lodgmg
here,. John,”’ said Auberly, looking
round the robm. L
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look of- surpnse, and then: sa.ld with
a smile—. "
| “‘Woll, X admiit that. it is not qult
equal to a ‘ccrtmn mansion in Beve
ly. Square " that!I wot of, but it's
good enough for a poor clerk m an
insurance office. "' -

-““You are right, s continued Auber-
ly; it is nbt equal to that man-
sion, whos¢ upper floors are at: this
moment a chevaux de-frise of char-
coal beams and rafters depicted on
'a dark &ky, and whose lower floors
aro. a fant@astic compound of burned
bricks and lime, broken. boards and-
blackened furniture.’’

" “You don’t mean to say" theres
been -a fgo?’”’ exclanmed Barrat.

““And: you don’t mean, to téll me,
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q.nco officc doés not know it?"’
<‘I have been ill for two days " re-
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the papm ;, but I am very sorry ‘to
hear of 1', ‘indeed I am. The. housc
is insurcd; of course"" .

“T bellove it is,” replxed Fred care—
lessly ; “but “that is not what
troubles me.”. " e

“No?’’. vxclmmed his. fnond

‘“No,”” replicd the other., “If the
er has wealth enough in these abom-
inably. uniPlcturcsque stores in- Tooley
Street to |rebuild the whole of Bever-
ly Square if'it were burnt down. The
fire- cost  me not u t.lxought although
by thc way, -it" nearly cost me' Lmy
life, in al vmn ‘attempt I made ;. to

“Vain ttempt"’ -exclaimed Barret
with a look of concern g 15,

- ““Ay, wvain, as far as I- was: con-

that would -make & splendid ‘model
for H rcules in the Lifc -Academy-—
spran tq the rescue aftor me and
saved | hcn Gog ;bless him! * Dear|
Loo -has got a severe shake, but the
doctor! shy that. we have only to
tako gFood care of her,  and she will
But to retu)n to my wocs
olm :and you shall hear,’
l‘xedI uberly | paused as thou h
medxtatm how he should commence.
“You. kgow » said he,-“‘that I am
my fn.the} s only son, _o.nd Loo hxq
only daughter.’ ;'
{Yes.”
‘““Well,

|my ffather lms dlsmhentod

to Loo. ]As far ‘ag dear Loo is con-
cerned I -am glad for myself I am
sad; for it is- uwk'“ ard, -to say. thc
least of ‘it, to have been brought up
with, unlimited - lconrmmnd of pocket-
money and e*(pectatlons of consndox-
able wealth, und suddenlv to. find

profession and without expecta.tlons
at ‘the age of ‘twenty-two.”
He paused and’ looked at his frlend
who 'sat mute thh amazement
““Failing I_oo,, . continued ¥rod
cilmly, “‘my fathdr's fortune goes to
some dlstant relative,’

since I was able to burn the end‘ of
a stick.and drmv faces- on the nur-
scry-door I hq,ve 'had a wild insati-
able passion for dra.wmg. and ever
since the memorable day on which I
was whipped by my father, and klss-
d, tearfully, by my beloved mother,
for cnncaturmg‘ our cook on: thc

ring, ‘I have had an earncst, uncx-
tlrrguisl\able desire to ‘become: a—a
paicter, an artxst‘ a dauber, a dirti-
er of canvas. ' D'ye underbtand?" J
© “Perfectly,”” saxd Barret. ‘

“Well, my father has long bc,cn ré-

of business, for which'I have no turn
\vhatever. You are aware -that for
many years 1 hayve .dutifully slmed
andd toiled at these heavy books in|
our  officc—which have proved .so
heavy that they have nearly squeez-
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