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. ‘ou have seen, Iu.dles a.nd
%} men ‘that -Izdid not: exaggerate

i

1

desire to adhere: to the™truth..

& only claim ‘tEat they are good,

“their Kind, “But " neither my
-a, nor ‘the gentleman sitting. ion
:chair, .ior . I, have. . any connection
'_ with - what ig nbont .to tn.ke _place.

- We are not able to: acc nt for

selves' will be.””

! “One: .moment, M Nurvetchlgy o4
< The mterruptxon ‘came furom Mr.’
Lexcester “Do I understnnd\ vou

perna-'

" tural orxgm for. what we are about

v 10, say that’ you claim-a

S5 ;40 ‘see?’r :
“The - gentleman 'who

questlon — I am. sure, -her\vall
give my me'ntnonmg 1t-[—-13 ;Mr Percy
;Loxcester hunself & first-pate’
juror, -and whose name' is. kn]o“n .to
‘it
lmpos-

“the " ‘publi¢ as one" wholhas
his specxahte to. expose th

plo'che on this’ occmmn S\

P «hnll be - very glad if he w

mto:se

"+ as; much a mystmy. 0 me a

.be to any person. in. tlus hall‘
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B fdr me - .ah unexpectéd’ pleast

) . (. ‘very fortunate. T ¢an only" ay., that-
i1l ex-
splmn Lo us how ‘What we ar¢ ‘about,

oy 'hxs again from Mr Truelme
“the gallery Mr Lexcestcr perscvcp-
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| exceeding benuty

ol the. Deviks Dt;?mond In what
i I am now about to sa.y“'I msh9you
‘ to understand that 1 also. earnestly
“In-

\‘ {'that we have been: ‘tricking you “We -
\{ have: only pcrl’o&ned certajn] —' wha.t
ing: trickk, ﬁand we'

of |
\vlfe,
the”

" for=

: *con-

is
is

..done, . . g have . only  séen
“ the, 'stone myself for the frst. time
_;~ within the last few, hours, and it is’

it can

el . It
o

in

ch-
of ‘the sta:teme"{.
ow.made,: I, presuthe
. tlmt I am at HBei ty. to ta eE what-
.- . %eVer . means I, pleasg’ in ordemto -eX-
plmn \\let you \ar about to show ’

. Perey - Leicester ori any - ‘person | m

“this harl is at liber ty’ to take any|

1peams he or _she pléases’ Wluch, will

] ¢xpldin, ‘what is now about to tak
S ]‘dm,e upoi, t is’ stu"‘e; T Wllll

.xeplace the ,sto
Mndame\ Nury
Y0 you some of, the
1]1\'5 of the De\’ll _
- g He replaccd e I

(."enlv extmguxsl)ed i 1'}\ he

, dis stthetlly.  iséen ﬂnshhn on i

of  scarldt ».silka’ Ay mght

E sfireamed. from it, throyving.

wund dise on’ tie wall 'at the
: 01" 1he’s(d’ge —.-the “sort-" o
i ich.is throdn by a- ‘niagic, ]n‘

Ty
t liin,the (&cmeuyc cf t)o dw apx
: 'tle words--: !

;E. “*“Non't go. too fm'
]\e had - handling enough
_ready.?

'lno r-ﬂ'evt was. a lltlle stm‘tlm
]\nr\eg(hk\' 3 ptolnmn"uv re
Ed not been thhou‘ their cffed

0}1 the: peop}e i luclove 3

ufitary - mtcrposxtlon cand)

, Schwabe's - refisal. to totl( h
sfone, had - not - ‘been. entxrelv

‘ vhtlu(l' . while. ".the - brief diy

, with Mr. Leicester :had - Jent
(-l‘-ment{ of “excitement which |

' vl@mpect of a coming ';megfle‘
wihivg does mnd lhe ]oop]e S
nt the . writing ~o,n " the wall

. \\\om'cxm" oyes, As- they ‘did S0,
whiting and dise and all dlS&lD"pOIll‘
; lights flashed lq

, o, and
n"un M \ur\etchky -was

red standmg nnn\oblle m the
¢r of the -'tage

t ‘m-gl toit) I\vu.s"’ exclaxmcd
],n'(on Hte: out. loudnn

_‘;‘r‘ l'cxlmps adies’ nnd Ventle

N daid M. Nuivetchky, “you’ will
. pl‘ i liow, that was done?’’

bPerhaps, ‘M: Nurvetchky,”” ,
otl Mr. ‘Lex(,ester, in that .cool,

mhnotone of .. his, you ane b

. lrlp‘l ta’ explain tha‘n we are?’’

can only assure - you tl
',.\glblft Know ‘how *it was done.”’|

t's on,ly atrick, * said som‘* onc

cz\me

ﬂ at  the back, “*Nonsense!”” -
7overys audibly fromi the ‘chemical
1, bman /"I‘hat S. pothing . to.}

ybu wxll see,’” was' \e lm Truol
(1mtr|butwn b & begmﬁ‘to WJsh thnt

1 had stopped: at- hol;ne ot

‘M. Nurvete Hky retired. Mndume
- "NfervetehKy rose fr ‘o her seat. |

ML wxll mke the dmmond from its
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RN ﬂéhe stretched out °her hand to dd
~ sof. There \\as a-’ report and g
as.so unexpect
. ed that not a few' of the: audience|}
su‘nted Wllly Panton did so/‘very
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Nur-
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.,\l!eblv, One
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A Y n pon the- tab]o “As lhe \did so, “all |
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B . i . glo i
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Tt was: difficult. not to
Msdame. Nurvetchky’

beautiful young woman.
“Sir,. the diamond. 33

““Yes; the dmmond is:

appearing * T to> steady -
clutchmg + at the ‘back’

SUCCBSSI on.

fascination. . '.,

whlsper and as.if unco
Suddenly * ‘& voice *
throughout the hall, w

!

“Nake care!)

" TheN\yvords! were gaspcd
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T thoy
ca.‘n seé\’
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ger iof "his ‘left <hand

\\c,u, a llvmg th

i ue pomtmg S mething,

enmiéd to thc*gap nilpeople to‘]
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'I‘hen he threw

heads, and then
thexr sxght ek

-] and. grew,

\ It almost. geemed’ as

ookliam  §togd straig]
‘With his head -, thrown.
Yt spel\e 1o me"’

spol én) The Colone} W
lus w.m ‘)un on—, -

‘“That\man’ ought to be on’ t} C
gular boi rds . — he's a gxept actor,[
I ““That Was an uncommonlv good
Bt of vent 1loqmsm it —f- tlns Jfrom
BMr. RPanton uncommonlv\fg
“llit’s worth ‘thay: ﬁ\c bob down tp t.l e

ground,*’

sh.ot a‘ keen side gl'mcc at' his ‘appr: i
,cxatne yWung friend.
turm-d 10" Madame \umetcl l\y
“lt, spoke ‘to ‘me!’’ he sai o
“Po you think it will speglk’ fo me
,Do -you think it will let me to’uch
1Mr Hooklmm " <= the lady |meén-
.tloned his xmnle in ‘possible forge%
Jultiess of her
\Mr JLsawrence .
.isellsxti me?’’. : A
; . 4tSell it?’" his glance 1(~tmnej "t
%,o‘Nhe jewel. As it did so n fla e
ust such another as had. roared :a
‘the. lady — leaped into . theo‘l
han’s . ‘face. .- He stuggerod hack).
clappmg his b mds to his eyes. | Th
peoplc watched him., "It seemed tha
thcy held theéir bBreaih.:
ied his-hands  from befor8® his e)e]
gnt it had blinded me; sllmt I
-He began to addres
Jewel thh a: bi terness: of
mtense
te,squc

¥ & 15 2,

ho’ll buv my

it -;grow t

“1 haven t got lt yet"'- e
.“No; but you" *will: get-it, if
ersevere —- you'l'l ‘get it hot.”’ |
‘ Thls wag whit. the Colonel sgi
“*“The.third time is always' luc
Apparently that particular - |
verb is not- always to be- depe!

" that portion . .of our ntertainment | " s a:ny rate, if -the ladv m
whxch ‘We - have presented to you
: . even in:its most appareptly mcdm-
"\ ¥ prehensible portion,. we flrankly own

that the ‘thifd "t e of trying
was s'ure to get the! sto
certmnly mistaken. Her fai
quite as dire as hefore.
feat: seemed e sy.enougln 2

e ‘diamon .reposing m
‘eauty on 1t,s crimsoh b
o ly‘lto put ‘out ther r,ha
iyet when - spe,;d}d put’ out' her’
d,- a: :blaze of ﬂame sprnng rom i
quxet—]ookmg, stonhe and| roared|
Madame Nury tech ‘

e gud:ence dul ni t

yition to‘anpla.ud in the ga e

mcler\tly
ks \thi .ed, and, t.heretore, did.
ks 3 smoothlv as the. pex formers injended.

real.. Colonel ]?e“sn
was prepm‘ed to swear it waf < —- it
WS |mnossxble to act, s;:rpns> q 1te

50 natural as that.
His |7, A fter 2 Mmomentary pause, tie 1
turned fo Mr. Hookham:. ‘Movmg
10" him,":she laid - ‘Kep. ha.nd upg
<:houlder 'l‘hev made! a - d
pair;- the unclean old man ancl

3

]Ie; put hr"ﬁnnd tothis br owW,"
if“to; collectt hid thoughts £

"Will'you let mie ‘Took .at itd’"
"He: hesxtutcd Ppeér mg u:t her}as]| it
to catch her, mea.nmg 'Dhen he rose
from his seat steadyi ing- hnnqolf' or
l himsell, "|by

of his’ chgir: i
“‘I'hen he turried - ‘to.the, ﬁashmg Je\‘vc .
‘He todk the rcd-le.tt,her cns’e i
hend. As he' stood gazmg do
xt it seemed to change color; a
mg 8 dozen dm‘elent hues m utpld
% G

“This. is Mutthe“ s lo acy," \
said, - speal’\mg .ina sort |of Lta
sciously. |
ﬁ\ 'as. hcn d
ich gayvje, ut~
eérance to t:'j \\ords— L ‘]
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it up,
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aze at lhc people up in th¢
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md nothmg. b]:t he

- Mr. Hoo \hal

thushand’s allusiop  t
btacy — will ‘,y_o’I-
/

-He' rejnov.

as o. approach the g’xvol
~{iPevil, if,.you area ‘devil
"do 3\011 think I care for you? I will
se]l you if I willt L= i
* He \addressed the| stong, pbmtcd to

tched index | find.

and I w1

as. though - i
¢ ng “As he

+eight’ i
the h artnof
cojled itsdlf” . round
his ﬁngel Heé stood staring ut: it}
“for .about ten secgnds,
.and [the head of ‘the serpent se¢med!|;
to ‘'stare at: himi—for |it had a Nead,
\»luch was'  upturn
man 'S ‘face; and a little red ‘totigue,
ang, ' protruded from ifs jpws.
his left -hand apove ]
his -head and flung thé’ serpent rom iy
him into the hir; the people saw: it{|. -
for a moment,. wnthmg above hexr ,
it va.mshed rom{l

. to the Old

dmmond =
Thé old man’s Yoite " rang
jthrough “the HAll in.
scream.:.- He ~ralsed the red-
:«.| caselin- his nght hand, holding
cfore - them all.’ Then - ni
i Pthing: happened-~ to"thw .atone; i -
. grew, perceptibly ‘belore their g

} y.nd gTew, ‘8o thnt'

ne,. she |

not

believd

e . w
p, " fdr ohe,

M

y&urs s

mine.”’| -

“T’hnts a deucedly fuy nv ston( -
"whigpered the Colonel ‘46 his’ fnex d.
“Gad, tlus is leally p.musmg Lo
" The, old: <man ,eontmued to gafae
downs at the jewel, ao® though:
e¥cised . “upon . hiin’ some’spemes.l.
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'the
passidn’so

ork| . so:

n |his
umous
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i )llged to
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you

towards  the people < 'The tones ' of*
that/ wonderful
verberating” through the building ' as
she’ suwretched out\ her” hand with a
aceful gesture. \, - .
‘Our friend "the mmond can .ex—’
press - . himself
pleases g
od|

«

best trick
.But. Mre g
in his lauteuxl

|| from '
moved

press

hough . -

Peer-

.Dc‘

friend:”
Q. 'king
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‘| up thei
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hlj; hea}

when h

carpet,’

/ ha.'d . b_ee
‘There

thou

out agai
eqsx ng hi

" aiwvay,

the_ gmund

"By Jove,

be surprised if we had
yt o on.

n
tx(ﬁ(

to ihe.

[ selling .t
Jdittle -

I heve'
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| their, ibreath.  Then a tumult’ of ap-
plause ﬁflled the hall. .Mr. Pgnton,
| after the| excitable manner of
.| —whén you. have pierced throug
{venecr of| manhood and reached ‘the
natural bey — sprang to his feet.
“By Jovye!” ‘he cricd; ‘‘that’s. the
Iéver saw!” . )
Schnebe 'sat motgonless ,
* and in the gallery
E, ‘Mr. Tmelove wiped the perspiration
And the Colonel
o[l stroked hls moustache wit
tatlve air,.and Mr. Leicester now' re-
his glnnce from - Mr.
, who, as if unconscxous of -the
| tumult contmued to tfemble and to
hls,hands upon his eyes.
-When the applmxse began'to lan-
gmsh Mndame Nur vetchky n,dvanced
step or two towards the front of
‘}the stage.'
“Perhaps you
she said.
And 1mmed1u.tely the tumult broke
The Colonel, still car-
mousta.che, gave ln_s friend’
& curious glunce ol - of the corncrs
of hxs eyes..
“I.wonder.

his| brow.

-Mr.” Lexcester

playing h nkey—pnnkey
s w;tlr\Old Nick forever, . don’tT
-l know: "
woman; sir, "F he added, -as Madame
Nurve chky, rcgammg a perpendlcu-

)

lar position,, “turned a spiling face

Lmughing gmly she*/turn-
to Mr. Hookham “Your beauti-
ful tone scems to have '
1& I donh't ki
you raise it from.the
btoopmg
1 4did as she’ suggested .
a8 though it: had gro“n lnrge L2
Said, looking at. it as. he held it
Fhis. hn.nd .
'I am pnrticulaxly nxxous" con-
the v lady, .with' a lJertbh‘ ng
‘““to know why' your dlamond
tests so strongly:against all hints
Tt seemsito n’xlc to be
str ange. "Were ‘mine-  the.

slowly,

give ' to <all it mine.
Tink! tos have it gleaming - against
A ik Bregst, or glittering toung my
e¢k, or flashing.in my hair.”
. he moved’ forward. and snntched
rom Mr. Hookham’s hand. .

it . at last!™ she cried.
-see
gainst n#y. breast.”” She presscd it’

.hands “to shetde their eyes,
upon his frenzy
and Baw thie  stone.
saw it  lié. began tremblmg
And the. glory. ol its radi-
inded. "him, - enq he put up again.
hands, to veil. hig. cyes. Andj-
"|the stonpg fell to the stage.
--I'] it touched: the.floor its new sp]endor .
vanished .and there, ghttormg on the
as ‘the dlamond Just'as it.
hefore. * -
was. a. pause, n sound
peoplé " were drawing

Af those folks lmow‘
what they’ nre clapping at?| I don t
know, “lmt you think, Lucester but,
it don’t sccm 10 me -as though that,
old. chnp felt” dxsposed to tuke the
{honor of a call.”” ,
.But Mr-. Lelcest’er answered neva‘
a word. -
Whe

Fhe

n_ the npplause agam bcgnn to
Madame Nu 'vetchky
|touchad the stxll-f trembhn
upon the .arm,

*Mr., Hookham do you th nk you
iamond will" let ‘me touchs‘lt now?’
The, old’ man took his hands fro
efore -his” eyes . and glanced .
iim in,a _dazed ' sort of way, | as
‘he .were' Igoking  for- the
'tone, .when this gla'nce lighted on it

2] leu.mmg ot the. carpet almost.
is feet,.

hough*

1/

Dall j— it would’ scarcely. be strain~

ing a point to s'xy hke - pegl ‘of"

thunder—- - oY
“Palke cmc"' w° -";" e

what a ventrlloq'mst
i hnt fellow is¥’” cried .Wj llv Panton.
m e.wl‘ully.
‘yol. ~ This is the best
|five; hob’s worth. I've ever had.

ouldn 4 have' lost"lt\ for a pony. -
But the Colonel leanmg .over . the!
side’ of .his seat, muttered to lns
“That’s the second time: of
- The' third tnm{lul\ shouldn’t

ctions. You

.That’s ‘2’ well-plucked

'omc were: still - re-

pla.mly when he

objection,

¢ turned
‘And

.And as'

as

Sl

outh’
the

2 medi- |

Hook-.

‘will’ explnm thnt ”-

pld man

‘m
‘round:

at
“He started ‘and ‘stared, as
unable to behcve the evi-
ence of his ¢yes.

thought el tlnought i
rown — 'lnrge o
fllc spo e a.lmost ina whxspcr .
'It hns:grown smhll again,
Do' you think it will . let. !
ouch it now?'y " .
“Why not?”’
. As if ta.kmg this lor an" e‘(presswn
[ lus opupon in the. aﬂlrmxtne,kshe
stooped as’ though to raise it’ from:
+ But before shé. could
ach it ‘a vmce pealed through the

ha.d

youu
ine

st.a.!it

werd
they h

And

wife, Mr. ookham and myself,” .I.
can only spy: thnt 'we shall be. glad
‘to hear it)”’ A

- Then My Lexces er.rose: .hom hxs
scat.

' KTo Be. c ntmued)
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Roem‘ron QHEESE.

. About  the mous * \-Roquelo t

cheese; the follow
A shephend lad,  h ‘vmg more
cheon tha
lnrge PO tlon { his" bxend an
cheese, upon: .a natural shelf-in‘ " o ¢
of thé ca\erhs . hear by. " He' forg

all - abqut 1t untnl several” mont
q he found the cheese, -in
drxed ‘up or ro te

later, whe
stead of® li

was rich,

with green}sh—hlue veins.'He' shar
his piece of] cheese with. others, an
the Villagers .were quick t6 -reco :
niae. the 1mpr0vod -texture -and qu;
ity/ ‘Henceforth ~ ali } ‘their cheese
wgre taken to these caves 'to- ripe
'he caves

y. neck ) ec.k
“*Mon’ Die‘ul : my hair!" a She .
raiged it. ¢, her %&d — in.on, ingfe

Ffilled alk--

t.ho‘ugh

the roof,

Panton ledl the v

very peculiar:
indeed,”’ chinfed his wife.
erq is- any|petson here “who
cungoﬂ'er an explanatioh of what we
Jhave seen, speakmg on- behalf of my

“If ther

he'; Behtititul golden :

u‘ :3‘ -;"' 4 1*".‘“ J'égn

adplo . | "to'look"rd‘\i"é;.th';'Jyhalfg‘ leegéfaf. ‘
ohsclous of. \Whﬂ-t nevér for @:mommt logkhis: mlrg
ope. | - But boredomjﬁ; wa ‘e.,h%. it hek koS
hETage \4 1 ER B”Qtitc ,
way. P l‘hﬂps. in which, they 1 put lup an Ihdian rug which” was throWn

carelessly "over | ithe back ol,a chair®
With it he envelopeu his\wife’s beau~
txful head. Her: voice was heard be-
neath it; she seémed to
She put up her hn.nds e.nd tore. l't off
“‘Stefan! * Do you -wish 'to smother
me? - T am only. smged!” .

She stood before ‘thein’ all
radjant . beo.uty
up ‘her face.’

“when the ~ people.saw how-
mol and calm she was, and how she’
fled, . o' 'Lhough .the~sthange thmg‘
which had lmppened to,
no a,cl:ount. at.all;
such o 'tumult otd\e.pp
seemed as though 'they would. shake
And \mong the-Youdest of
the: clappers the Aenth'uemstxc Wally
" When the’ dm~
ceased M. |Nurvetchky advanced
‘the front of the s age. -
+ “Ladies- and g ltlémen{ I do ndt
think that you- II a¢euse, me -
baving used exag
think you- will
the. ﬁewl ]
pecuhnr pr
‘““Some

use. that

oi)ertxes. 12

“he’ c uld cat : laid

ms.t Aiegimy, dnd' strea

. are ‘now o“ned ‘bv Tn
. | tompany, -who' employ six hundred
i women to tend the cheese. te o

laughing. often the: causp

a crop-bound ‘o
"A little, : ‘bugc]
,Iourth of the gr

v
er-

A bright, smile lit
But though”sheé spoke |
of beinj. only smged, it was, . plain.
that* her golden locks had been de-
privedof- more than half their rich
[lnxuriance. A smell of rnmg hair
the place.. And on her
neck, and on her white; bosom where®
.she had touched "it wl ‘
two.. great scars, as though
d beem branded. \sith a’ red-
hot - 1ro‘h ’ )
"Are ydu not h.urt my wire?” :
“Jt.is nothmg | It would seem as
diamond woul _ngt make
friends with me; would it' n6t secm
so, Stefaljyt’ Yo F
“Lecicqg er,”’ whispered ‘the . Col-
onel ‘““that’s the sort of ‘woman, _to
lead a l‘orlom liope — she’s : burnt
hersell rxght through ‘the skin!’”

th the etone,

-a poultry farm It
ehough to gro "gra
feed* bill* mny
Choose good 1}
: The ideay nes
-is. one so fl
away> ajd . become il
ot so coficave that
| the center so - clogely

hen steps amo
to break semd of{thdm.
There, may be by,
her was of. ulwnys liked the

burst - into
E’; Jwoplen cloths! (1]
more it-helps o
tempemtur a_nd

A hastyaglance
nu inber, of catalo

rated lan'guage I
‘agree with me. that
Jianmond possesnen some

propert‘xes,

iy legend is ‘told
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