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, '\orr-nt.t, an l"‘b 'le.l"- 111;1 Bmton

‘ verent wny.‘began to wonder if he,

| was éountmg all the bricks in. the
wall.
well-bred air of his, and slipped hxs
arm through Panton’s. :

' ““Ceme, Mr. Panton, we will see
‘The Devil’s. Diamond’ - together. I
am sure, Dewsnap, ybu will come
1too.”” . -,

So saying, he annexed the Colonel
on the’other side.

“¢I'm afraid, Lexcester I’ve an en-
lagement—[-" i b

.But Mr, Lelcester calmly’ cut ‘him
short; * marching off his victims  ‘in
that gent,le, courteous won’t-take-si-
denial way of hxs which- vsan
.{acteristic of the rhan.

‘I suspect, Mr. Panton, that .even
you will be amused. Dewsnap, I
will answer for you.. When I was up
+in the ‘Indian hills I heard from the
‘' natives some rather odd tales -about
@ 'stone which they called, as we
mxght\nterpret ‘it, the Devil’s: Dia-
mond.™ I could ‘' never corie across
ithe stone myself.  Perhaps it has

at
‘Bn- ifound its way across the black wa-
of ter
s is and Madame Murvetchky are. amus-

We shell sce. In sny case -M..

y,mg, even when one looks down upon
 that sort ef thing as beneath one's

It was' nearly three o clock when

for -gin. It wds ‘& new Chall, *~ the
an  Sphinx’s Cave: M. nand - Madame
l\er" ‘Nurvefchky had been its first ten-

It had been built, rumor: smd
f8r . them. There‘was a

" an clement .

| freshness,
Whlls

perhaps;
- perhaps, a&s well.

Lcl.f things they fralkkly confessed tha
Nu..l they were but tricks. They disclaim-
not ed all connccpon with hypnotism,
B\vS- | tl ought-reading, spirltuuh*‘m, . ‘and

the  other crazes; and openly

‘that ‘all they: did ‘belonged,

dcccn es the

)’0
.On the afternoo m questlon thc

* Probably thm

5 .attractive influence
sky. : ottachmg to: the announ?lm-nt ©of
rograme.
the announcement
'(mly have pénctrated 1o & portion of
London s a whole, even

could

plated change; though 'it is certain
that some were in that audience who
;would ‘not.have ‘been present had not
Medame Nurvetchky se hastily sent
.an army of ‘sandwich-men marching
through the town. Ce
. The " new feature had not even
A found its way- to the pr ogrammo it-
self.  When Mr.  Leicester and  his,
friends . had ~ procured theirs
found " accompanying it =a printed
slip, on which it was stated, 'under
ithe * heading ‘/Important Netice,”

~the course Qf this alter-
ontcrt'\mmcnt /M. and Mad-

inoon'“‘!
the

ame Nurvetchky will mtroducc
Devil’'s Diamond.”

“Nice sort . ofname!”
the Colonek.. ““The Devil's ‘I)mmond'
1 wonder they don't “introduce the
old.- gentleman himself.”’ ‘

““It's only:soire rubbish or othor -
remarked Willy Panton, with
Jinfinite wisdom which appertains . to
L tvouth. . ““It’s only some flash® name
‘jto draw’ the people.’s like the "pic-
tures outside’ the pcm’ry shows.’

ual mt.hmn, with a pianoforte sclec-
\tion — IR emxmscenceﬂ .of England
,Ireland Scotland,  and Wales,"
Ja gentleman . named Buggs

;that audience actually — those: sort
Lot pegple listen to everything; they
to the orchestra - be-
tween the acts of a'play. ‘And when
Mr. Briggs' -had finished, they .ap-,
plauded quite as much as they would:
e pplaud anything.
ton- was’ irreverent, mdulgmg in-that':

rible & 'sign of thé low standard of
contemporary moral

‘“Well done, old cock!” he obser.v—
ed..’ ‘““Hit him again. What"~
.inext??’ . He - examined the pro-
jgramme.  ‘‘Spoon-springing Extra-
‘ordinary. That sounds like pretty
~sport; X.shall want ny. five bqb
back i they don’t take care.”

Music from - piano, Mr. Bnggs
Swaltz, played in very slow time, so
ias to Kknock all the-dancing out of
it, and only leave occasional retol-
Ilcctxorxs ofaplmnti\e air. The cur-.
.itain drew up. . A table.discovered,
covered with e]ectro-plated spoons of
e\ory sort and kind; sdltspoons, egg-
spoons, ‘teaspoons, dessert-spoons;
tablespoons, even soup ladles of por-1|
:tentous size.. Music suddenly chang-

half aslecp, and painfully bored.

‘‘Ladies and gentlemen, I have here
upon this table some ordinary spoons
of different sizes;. “ha.t I am . about
to do with them you can all do too,
only 1t rcquxrcs a great deal of prac-
‘tlce

He began:. . It certainly did require
& grcs.t deal of practice! though it
was distmctly e pretty pertormance,
on  the < whole. Manipulating  the
spoons with’ both his hands, by deft-
1ly ~tossing . them in continuous
; streams into- the mr. he formed: “all
kinds’ of figurés — squares, triu.ngles,
circles, .globes, anchors. He madc
runmng comments by the way. e
|44~ Rorse, " “He , would say; and
straxghtwny in mid—anr, outlined by
the slnmn“le ng spoons, was the. ﬁg—
ure of ‘a horse. - It was not very like
a horse; perhaps,” but:still’ it was

&

- hind the scenes.

Suddenly he turned-with that.

cl*ar— ]

‘Panton’

could:

in-|.

they

com mcnted '

that '
“tion.

The. peﬂormnnce began in the us- |

by
And

) like enough to glve one an- Jidea. Not

the least. .amusing part of it ‘was,!|
that though his hands were " inceg-
santly ‘moving . with almost incon-
ceivable rapidnty. he still seemed
halt nsleep. n}Ie did seem to be so
bored!, -
" “Not so dusty " Willy Panton al-
‘Jowed, when M, Nurvetchky has - re-
tired, ponsxbly to_ slecep it out. be-,
“I shan’'t want ‘my
five' bon back | this time, anyhow. L
The next item on. the programme
was simply -_entitled *“The Sphinx.”’” |
When the curtain erw up & small’
automatic: ﬂgu , about ~eighteen |
inches in height] was discovered;; it
wag perched in a mttmg posture ' on
the top of a plain, , or apparently
plam glass tube, which was ‘about
six inches d)a.meter Maddame

Adn
Nurvetchky ca‘me on. - She swept the

audience a ehp,mnn‘ curtsey

“That's a c\:{ming piece
observed - Willy ‘Panton, in
pressibly vulgar way of his

The, wicked old Colonel leered

““Your must introduce me, Lelccster,
after the perrormance

"Thm Vs’ Sphmx o smd Madamo
hurvetchky : :

Sphinx .did mt.ny wonderful thmgs;
He dxacovered[aud wrote down the
names of momberu of the audience; he
wrote down Mr. Panton’s narne. 'l(r
scribbled - some lines on &’
piece of paper, and, without even
glancing at them,: Sphmx produced
them on a sheet of papet toé' .

“Beggared’ ifl 1 know how I as
done!”’ declared Mr. 'Panton -
wards. - “They ‘were written by
chap I knew at Sandhurst, an aw fal-
Iy clever chap,‘| they were the chorus:
of a comic song:  he wrote. Here
they are, 1'\. éot. them in ‘my pocket
now,’”’

He took a piece of paper from. his’
pocket, apd rdad the lines aloud: to
an admiring group of [riends.

I always gct{ drunk of 'Y Suturday

night .J ’

goods e
tLhat 1rre-

v And larrup my kids o' Sundav' o

I.always get drunk
. night,

And whack my wxfe o’ Monday"'
“Funny, aren’t they? He was
chap for qomie' songl' .
ha\e heard him sing them, made you
die!" But how! th:t. little beggar got
held of them beatl me; . yet hefl got
them written downr there ns nﬁht &5’

‘of a SnJ.urday

[}

,mnepence' ' {

‘““Never saxw nnything hke it in my
h!c—-nover"' (.eclnxed young . l’nn-

‘ton, who, for. " modern young man,.|’

was uncommonly cnthusxastxc

After. M. Nurvetchky ‘had conc]uded
some _very- reinarkable feats’ with :a
variety =~ of musxcul instruinents,
playmg on about a. dozen of them at
once, and  in| the most enchanting

'“ny. before retmng from the stage

he made’ th following bnef Cans
nouncemen.t shll seeming more. than
‘Half asleep, an'd unutterably bored: ’

-“‘Ladies’ and gentlemen;. after a

brief mtervnl lwh'ch Mr. Briggs ~will

relieve by muélc ‘(bowing to “the
pianist), "‘Mx\dame Nurvetchky und
I propose to mt,roduce to you, for

the first time on any stage, the Dev-
il's Diamond. "‘»« ‘

Mr. Brlggs rellev a’’ the interval
with some composmons by a - Rus-
sian- composer,” -which almost, shat-
tered the pianp, too, ,Still a por-
tion of the audxenee appearcd to lis-
ten, and it 1d certainl¥:a fact that
some of them clnpped their hands
whcn he had done, but it must . be
allowed that,! under cover of the
noise, some of jthe people tnlLed and
‘among them was Willy Panton.

‘“Well, they’ re welcome to my. five
bob"’ The nvo ‘shillings. which he
had expende purchase of, a
-seat seemed to welgh upon hm mmd
*“If the Devil's; Dmmﬁmd «in’t much
behind, the rest T shall say that the‘
[money-'s been faxrly carned.”’ ;

Mr..Briggs | made, a very greut
noise; but Willy Panton spoke in
such a loud, -youthful tone of voice,
that Mr. Schwabe who was only
dlvxded tfrom him .by about cighteen

heard what it'|was he said. So Mr,
Schwabe vent, red on an observa—

'rnches “of cnrpled bom‘d distinctly

‘I think ymu wxll find that the
Devil’s Diamond is at" lcast a deul
of &xdiamond.””
Mr. Tanton stared t}ien scemg
thut the speaker seenied -to have the
canfidence of a ‘decent: tullor be &:on«.
descended to- reply ;
““What .do you “mean?"’
“Well, T’ ve heard some rather queer
storics ;about. it, that's all.”” © Mr.
Schwabe glanced round upon the au-

“Only” Willie Paxg |

\ulgantv of speech which is 86 ter- )

comes |’

Ied to. *““Johnny Comes ~ Marching
IHomc Enter M. Nurvetchky wear- |
ily,” ‘as though he were nore than

‘dience with an air of grim enjoy-
ment. He raised his palm and look-
‘ed at it, apparently in & .casual kind
.way. There was & scar upon it,
ch Mr. ‘Panton might have seen,
: Ough it had been branded there
quife recently. *I think £hat it' may
surprise you, - and perhaps .some. -of
the other people too.’

‘I'm not easxly :urprmed as .o
rule, but- I confess that I've heen
surpnsed by some of ‘the things I've
seen alrendv —: by that little bcggo.r
‘they call. Sphinx, for instance.” i
~“Yus T daresay; but the Devil's.

w]
s

| Diamond will surprise you in rather

a dlﬂ'erent kind: of way.’
.  To pre ou thabd Dr..
Chn.sre svalr&othM is a certain
g as and  absolute cure for each
fngand pretruding piles,
tho manuiacturers have guaranteed it. Seotos-
hat they thihk efit, You can use it and
g:{sr:n: mo:gv back if xlxot curedl. €0c & box, at
Br, Chase’s Oﬁmmbnt
' ”I ‘am nrraid 'Bobby o suld his
father what ‘a yaughty. boy you’ve
been he will . punish you severely.’”
Bobby, -carnestly. ‘‘Oh, yes ; I shalt
‘tell him immediately after dinner.’’
deepened. *‘‘Well, mother,”” said e, |
‘“give ~him o better . dipner ‘than |

‘me."’. A
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timonials'in the daily rress and ask yourncigh:-.
all dealers or EDMANS0N,BATES & Co., Toronte;
mother, ‘“{Hat when I tell your
‘““Have yo ot to tell him ?'' -asked
‘The look of concern on Bobby’s. face
usual. You mxght. 'do thn. much for

Miss, Jcllus—“Your bedroom must
be'a very healthy plwce, dear.””. Miss
Prettiface—*‘What ' ‘makes you think

| s0, o “Beca.uso ‘T have-noticed that

when' ‘you aro downstmrs sometimes
you .are. dreadlully pale ;" but if you
go up into . your bedroom for a

short time you ‘Lcome down with a
benut.i!ul color s

'mks"
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The question of thc unification
1thé ‘Purkish debt is again likely te
rom‘sl\ortly come to the front,
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‘outline'.the pre:ent po .uoa
e finances of the Ctionan

The following general
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: The consoliduted delid ct
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looking down
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1In all cajes the udder should be
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y. l.(oisture wrll portant indication'ef a ftood m
arth _very rapidly . is the system of millt veéins -
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