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| CHAPTEB

) ‘his rccapture. 3

" mssure him: 1

‘ éashier came'in.

' Rothsclulds el

" iskic-decp ;

" Zdit of the bank had |been alréady
. \pugned,

i muLe head agamst

.|fair in his. hands.

" vertible .into: cn&h

But he hngerod just to have -one:
ast dinner at-his .cjub.: Tic had' no
ulc-.\ that. - arrest ‘'was so .near’  at
‘lhand. He  left" the ciub, fully - con-

B -pursmt,

Tto ?'° asked Meggltt

} and
® and Clcrl\enwell e

‘.abusyone

' the Home Office,” and' saw. the,

R proved what' do you want'us " to

" shall be brought’ uy

«’»:”’»‘
xxxr;x.

. It 'was_all. in -the |morning pi
|A peragraph headed  “‘liscape OT
-Co’uvlcl. from Chatham’’ told also of

The 'I‘lmes

| Meggitt sawW it in|
breaklast

‘| - He bad reason to
a8 he“went do“n that morning.to the
bavk, and the' ~news which: gree
‘him on *arrival dxd ot, serve ‘to

nt,

be very dejocted

1o~

Dn-ccuy he! entere the parlor

_ %1 am glad to see [you sir ; in f
I was waiting

|

. for you a.nxxouslv.

‘ Somcthmg)very unpleasant has . ‘0c~
wurred.. "I'wo -of ourl bills for ldrge
lamcunts hn.vq bcoi prot.ested by

<L will step raun to New Court
'myself,” and see| whiat Lhis means
said Meggitt casily. F AT
- But Meggitt's| assurance .was only .
he had lut. Loo good reas
rvson Lo know that this was’ ‘only |the
ifirst_of many S! milar bills. "The cxo—
im-
wis
Hers ¢

and its repl condition’
‘becoming known to the great lea
'of the financial' woérld. The crpwd
{ would soon take up|the cry, anfl it
l'wotld pr obably b unpgssnble*!,o
he storm. :

Whul. should he dd ? was the -
‘thought, To go off : 'lto"'et.her ?
xt"lb premature,’’ hofsaid:
}mg a day or Ly

n'st
No, '
“By- w[alt.—
¥ imay be able ' to

‘jlay my hands o a good round sum,
. isufDuient, |perhaps, to last me till |1
- cu1 mgake, a- new) start at tho . other

adl

of  the woriq.
? Cupndn,v got .the et.ter of caut,noT
‘.md Meggitt deci d to - go back | tp-
(,h(; bank. g ; ‘
Ho had been aw} tully halfan-
hour but in ! the ‘nt rval a’ crowd
'had collected round its doors. )
. “What is it sked Meggitt, as
the puthd his w y excntedly through

. ‘Lh ‘throng.

“A run on the b nk L Sfud some
rong, as. he’ passed out. -

I«,;,L,n,t ‘took in tlewsmu'v.tmn at ar
anco, and pa Bh  into the pa.r—
lox wh:ﬁxe the cas 1dr. ugam Jomed
lum
‘ "‘Hq\v long”  will |it last. ?"_ asLed
" Meggitt. |
‘F'ertmnly not. beyo d

th day, .
anbwred the cashier..

hon Mr “’aldo yrrived, and d(,-
draw upon ‘reserves, [ Mg~
;,x U wont, and ‘on .f}is return” . from
lth ‘of Englan
in ‘80 fmany words, °
What amount_haye you brcught ?

g |sd be.ono hyndred and - 1ifty
‘Lh( usany ? pou ds.’ T LT
‘ cggitt ﬂushcd crimsoxi an
‘Sll mmued out LA . )

Tho rcserve is

Fe v

only xexonty-nmo thousana ‘pounds.’”’
branto, On!.. and Winnipog, Man ‘|lmpossible.1 /¥t ¢annot. have been
o -Ireduced. .1 shall® require cxptanation:
T. DYEiNG i \erylrullest * said the old bank-
', | -stern g e [ i - 5
“Ttow s roialer wits e "‘T Mo runylstxll continuggy - - J
*|! “We must  appeal ro our fricnds.
FHATANR 58 S51E LAY 1 Had many : surcly some will holp .
jus.{now in our sore msue.ss. 6&1(1
‘ol(l ‘Mr. Waldo. .
| Rut Mr. Wa]do found pttlo e
couw. (-ment. and les support. . Al-
Ireald was for¢ed| in on him,' by
“lhq unu swerable (fogic of hard facts, |
“lithdy Mcgglt,t.

MWas'a scoundrel, © o
raseal ;. a. d:shonest rogue, who. had
played. fmt. and loosc ‘with, the bank.'
|. “lIL should hkevth see. him directly
hc‘retmm said Mx Wal do, shoxt-
Iy_., R A
ﬂ But hc askcd in vain. Three four
five
What d.d-arrive was far moro damn-
ling’ evidence agau]st. the absent man.

| ‘I'he run on the |bank had not been
confined to specio payments. | Sev-)
eral old ¢lients ha,'d called -or sent. for
bt,cl.rnl.féEJ‘degosxted in: t,he strong—
room. .
l '1“:ey were 1ot to |be found :
"Once’ more -Mr. Waldo sent post-
h'xste to Mr. Faske,” and put the af-
-From Faske he
Icarnt everything ,.}he truth about -
I.con Lantimecho thoe falso Marquis,
Meggitt’s treachery, - and a.bove all
the wrongful sentence passed
the 6ld cashier,
| Mceggitt, meanwhile,
home, “laid hands
jewels, bonds, .

had' hurnc(l
on all property,
and - so : forth, .con-
and ‘made. up his
wmind to start t,hat'mght for Havre
via' Southampton, /intending” to . take

truns—Atlantlc
ork.

Company for  Ncw

fident that he had stolen a march
upon his cnemies, and that-within «
few, lioms e would ‘be bv.fe nom

B {2 wm a’ texublc snock to- hun to

n-oct l‘nsl\c face Lo ‘face us he_catac
down the 'marble steps .of the chub.
“I want .you,”” said the ,polive

othccr ;I lave 'a warrant.’”’ .
j *‘Where are you going to take me
surrenderi ing
on the spot, and in a’ complete state
iof copllapse.

*‘Vine Street . lock—up for to~mgh|
to-morrow the- Mansiou Hou*o

‘The day after Meg xtt s arrest was
" for Daunt. Following
Faske’s. ‘advice he’ WP nt " first "to ‘Sa~
nlle Row and:had long talk ‘with
M:z. Liljearth.” Thence he went ‘to
same
high personage - that he had . lnter-
.viewed before.-.
L 'Well, X don‘t den.y -that you ‘have
a %rong case, Sir. Richard, bat- stiil
many. of your facts have, got to . be

do 20 :
“T think Mr. surbcw'ought"to b°
relcnsed conditionally.’’
*““I'hat’s out - of tho ‘ques
sentence of penal servitude:canp
‘Set dside in. that - asy fe shion
I-tel) you whatT. will ‘do...;

e

Mr. Waldq ask-<

~ha.st1ly '

o’clock came, but. no Meggxttx_

upon '

i
cd.,
the: Saturday steamer of the o *French !

s the great p onage
idrew. " Then he hast ed to
Vnctonaf,- d. took the ﬂrst
Chatham.
“You brj ing 'good news,
Josephlne, irectly sho saw
had gone s raight to_ her."

“The ]‘ve best. Your father will
be rele

almost p*(‘)mnse you thet.

.can be eu}ed finally "till aft]

lgitt’ Meanwhile, Josephine,
you mubt bc prcparmg to

am I to go 7'~

to the old home,_of
I have jarranged it all. The
will vacate at-once, and you
go and Leep -house for Bqg
. your fatheq ‘returns, . and t
will be
i Josephin could

‘heart !ﬂas oo- full ; but she found a
few: wonds- at last, spol\en m a . soft’
low whisper as her head lay
his bregst.

‘“Yes, |'Ri ard 1f vou w:ll t-xke me
But 1 ajn ot worthv You 4ro too
good, tp - s
~Daunt| snlenced her m~ tho ”eu.(lxest
way a over can. .

After, many fond adieus Dm
lnmself away.. Snatching a
‘dinner he travelled on to Dq\
took the night mail to Pari
¢ Daun pa(d an early vxsxtE to. ~ the
Prefccty re next day, anfl explained to
M Acme the last servicé he required..

“Ifanchette ?! Ycs, .,ho ls.hexe. we
have - Kept| our eyo Qn her |as -you
wxshcdﬂ and’ how you want{ her to
speak ‘bout; ? Is t.hat it, moy» cher
‘Sir Daunt [? we may”* bersuado . her,
-1 think, ’j and hetouched a l'u nd-bell.

course.
tenant.

must,
b until
hen—we
mall-ned from there.”! | .

1

.not.' speak—hor

nt tore
hurried
er, and

“IM( m! mandut taken to the {ue
du Bao|” l}o shid to his huij ssler) *'I
wish fo' see the perSOn nnm( d in it
at nce—here."’ '

¢
\tlyl Fanchette, smat. and
sh as ever,  was ushered in.

tarted at seeing Launt scated |
Lm# loohed,fuom hi |to the’

" Prese
coquett

Sho s
the¥e,: ¢
chef.

: "’l‘llere\
da’me,
in - fré
"Poirat.

is nothmg to fear, Ma-~
——the. chief cgnsulted & puper.
nt ‘of hlm—"l‘oxrat. yes,
Your assistance is n¢ cded in
a case \vluch will' be -heard" in  Lon-
don - smrqu "The prisoners - are.
Percy: eggitt and Joseph Devas,
‘alias ! on]Lanumeche oy
+ I know nothing ; I'shall &
lthmn' “_!x xeﬁxcd Punchette.
y

I"\rdon ¢. On t‘urt,her conszdol a~
tion I th.]lk\ you wijll.”*”

“I will Pay ‘you anythmg
son to a pear,”* . put in:

w

oy no-
; Jogged—

in rea-
Daunt,

ome nt, I\omxeur Justtnco is-
not t bq bought. Madamo Poirat,

will .come orward out of ul: ood
feeling, | I (jlnnk o p 5

I‘fv.nchc ‘t;o did not lool\ much
just vhényt|
- AL ] ast
I. conie T

like it

A “if Mnd»n*e Poirat).
anchelte Jocasses, .
Foljuse,) dit -Caramel, dit
will dojso, I feel syre.'”

I anchet.te durtefl véry pale. .
 There' was httcg doubt after that

‘of her-. s appearance as o WltnCSS -at
the trm.l , : -

won"t.
it - La
Patata,

&
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Mbg'qrtt,s trial caused gicat ex-
c:len‘enu in the city: - The case wgs
strong gamst ‘him, and lookcd ‘very
black. fr om| the first. It was |skilful-
ly and- pertment]y stated by.|the at-
torney-%onexal who prosccrtcd on

,belmlf f the Crown. ' 'lhis utmrnev-
general \was no other than Sir Silas
|St,anda,lofl:‘ who. - had defended DMr.
Surtf\cs| and who had since| |entered

arliathent and risen to a high office. ;

undgs the newly appointed Mnmstxy

- Sir kllas licked his lips and ‘went
at Megfitt tooth and nail, W -

sy L all  show and._prove
dence,’” ‘said Sir Suas. having
lubricated his lips preparator
groat eiTort “T shall show . n
prisoner, makmg use .of - mfor
hé ha 1ocenec!,| procuud the ap-
pointment |within ' the precmcts of
-Mr. Waldo’s h0uqerof a cre.}turo'deé
voted to lus own interests, )
employed as personal attend
Mrs. Waldo, and havmg th
the private apmtments This|person’
was found for him hy the ot 1er pris-
oner Devas betiveen whom and Meg-
witt a. close alliance had beei]
Dy tho irstrumentality
woman—a clever - and unsT

in .ovi-
freely

ow the/|
mation

ant to
run of

of this
ypulous
ta the
She is
how it

Frenchwoman—a falso' kev
strong room was obtjnd
here, ax}d she Wl”. toll hersel
was done.”” . ° W
‘At tth sta,tement a glc.1

af bale-
“ful light . flashed from Ledn dark
eyes. '

“Having * thuq obtamed acepss, n.t
will “and socretoly, to -thg [strong
room, it was casy to uahstr t.any
numbér ol‘ securities.. and val ables.:
Bt at '~ this point . simple |robbery |
was not thexr object. They| wero
pla_vmg a far deeper game: they were
conspiring .o bring . the w ole re-
sources of the bank under the r con-
trol. “For this purpose it was essen-
tial. to get the cash:.er ou
way. the honest andounsuspcc't. g su-
perior, Wwho could ha¥é soon

and put ‘an end to any foul play
This - they- accomphshcd in| 4 ‘eruel
and’ unserupulous manher, with a re:

sult well Lnown to your lord
to othors in thig court. 11
L shall be able to’ show ¢
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thus g
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