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**The Preaching of John the Baptift.”
" Luke 3. I-17. Golden Text.-Luke 8, &, ™
. BRACTICAL NOTES.
'Verse 1, 2. Tiberius ‘Cdesar succeed-
ed Augustus Caesar in Rome. Pontius

Caiaphas, mentioned as high p’rie’ri‘ts,
all of them held office throughout pun

with hie trial arjd death, They were,

all four, conscienceless. men. ' Pon: |;

tiue Pilate was an arbitrary, venal
Romangy without + any great ability;
‘Herodd Antipas was a luxurious, sen-
sual despot gf a typs' frequent - if
oriental history; Annas and Caiaphas
werq ecclesiastical . politicians, who

pagan. ‘Tetrarch means|*‘governor of
a fjuarter.” Philip and Lysanias have

{their .reigns "‘are nyenient to
{date from; Iturea, Tra onitis, and
Abilene were provinces pear to. Gali-
‘lee. The. word of God Or, as we
‘would now say, prophetifs ‘inspiration.

stoky is told'in Luke'l.
ness\, The untilled and Tocky margin

Beross. ‘lower Judea, buff rounds the
northern end of the Deid Sea. - In

made his home we are noft.told.. :

3. He came -into all the country
aboul Jordan. A high a d. relatively
barrer “region, ranged over by ‘shep-

by grgat roads which led |to and from
‘great citive. “John's solitude became
ia matehlesy  gathering
muititudes. -~ Preaching.' Proclaim-
ing. The ‘baplism of repentance for
the remission.of sins. The dutly of re-

neas, ahd the .use of baptism as' a
symbol lof "both. . : ) 4l

4, 5. As it is writien. Here &)Ine'ﬁ&h
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crying in the wilderness. 'Of Iebrely
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through! (he centuiies, and asks his
contemporaries to heed the appeal pf

way- of the Lord.. These - words and
able_mnds.of_t‘hp» Orient in all ag-g,

these rodds. are prepnred for the.pro-
gress: of some official of high rnn?f.
There is never any care taken to kec
public rpads in order for common usd.
Farmers habituilly gither (lie stone
from, their fields and cast them into
the higlway; Wut when the-sultan or
one of his:honored officers or guest
I8 about to make. an officisl tour thy
roads are prepared b forcetl labors ang
often on a grand kcale. ,| R
6. All flesh-shall, see the salvation:
of God. No confines of gography or

kingdom' of . Beaven. o
-+ Jesus shall reign whereler (he sun

. shore . e . \J
Till moons shall-wax and wane. o)

© mare.” : .
7. Then said he. “ He 'used Lo say."
And his| woids age in.hurmony ‘with
the words of Esaias thg prophet. To
the mu}’titude. s hearers embraced:

His Vlvinf:ium spread from- shore to

pricats, scribes, goldi-ra, publicans, and |
common people,, from evely . part of
‘the foly Laad. Elsewhere, [Matt. 3. 7,

directed | against . the Phdrisres and
Sadducees, but’'it applied’ to others
also, for thie opinions of the people and

trolled by the official few. (ame forth.
From the populous parts tg the wxld‘__
erness, ** To be baptized: Byplism ‘was

by declaring*that the: orthddox chijd-

Lized, John taught thut - thely” had -lost,
their Judaic-birthright by | sin, and
could never enter the kingitomn of hei |
veug exedpt on the seine plane, with
their heathen neighiors. People f):.'tho.
thousand| bowed. before John's' de:.un-
iciativny -and did as he prescribed. The
tnation wis profouily stirred. Genera-

itlon ‘ot vipxrs. " Brood -of serponts.” |the chift. P
. urativylly, . fr; |
‘heritors of the coveaant, in true chark from:.the wor g
.~ |one tolbscomy ]

tianity

i These chiliren of  Abraham, sols in-

acter were aerpeiis, poisoned them-
#elves and poisonous also-in their in-

fluence < a fitting characterizatio:sof [#Proad]on

! L | was. glinerail:
in the| rock. |
true|Clhnre

the Pharisees anil Sadducees, ,And il
is a - singular evidence of Johu's over:
'whelminiz  popularity that even éwé
t YOuls alier his death its ‘represediaf
tives did not dare t deny lus dn'm?_.
authorizatinn for fear of mob violence!
iIn all agés nons are s0 bharmiul as
those,awho possess the fox‘xﬂ off godhi-
ness wighout its power. The:wrath to
icome. Wrath was. impending over
the naiiou asa whole, an:i over sinners
as Individudls. ‘Phe Laithful- teacher

does not Lesitate to warn of God's

8. Fruit$ worthy of r({p&‘u(:mcu.ﬂ\fot"
mere faithfuiness to outward forms of

& purpose’’ a newness of aim in life,

'a reformation from the inside out.;| ence
Begin wot w say.. Do not even begij;) .the.
do not - attsmpl 1o excuse -‘our—‘: pocke

selves. We bave 'Abraham, “‘an
‘vipers,”. to; for, .our’'father. But not
the vircue of-even their great father's
faith can savs them from “thq wrath
lo-come;" mlvation must coms through

porsonsl faith and faithfulnoss. Sal-| *

vation is not an inheritance: of birth, |-
-but ‘an individual possession by faith.

Of these stones to maise up ‘children.
Her terr_esl. not only to the pebbles on
Jordan's shore, but probably to the
' Gentiiles also, .stone<dead inisins; yet
‘destined to become the true children
of\ A‘bm' 2 . i L . . N K
.| 9 The ax is laid tinto the root. A

warning of cownig doom. A prun-
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