New Trial of the Ailr
Progress j(is Made—
sarrow Escape of an English Aeromaut.
Every spring about this time some en-
thusiast on balloons makes a trial of his

Every Year Sees a
ship but Little

new airship. Sometimes t crowds at-
tend his venture. Usually he manages to
sneak away quietly, and only a line or two
in the morning newspapers record another

failure. :
Those vvho go down to the sea in ships
- _ face perils of a certain nature which they
are able to meet and generally overcome by
means of the appliances man has invented
for the purpose of battling with the storm
and waves, But those who invade the air
with balloon can safeguard themselves to no
appreciable extent. Peril attends the rise
from earth, and once above the housetops
the.aerial craft is at the mercy of every
breeze that blows. Danger likewise sur-
rounds the descent, and while acocidents are
not so numerous as the conditions would
seem to demand, still it is a fair statement
to characterize as lucky any one who has
passed twenty-four hours above the clouds,
and then reached terra firma in safety.

It was only the other day that the 60,600
inhabitants of Croydon, an English city not
far from London, were thrown into a parox-
ysm of excitement and apprehension . re-

local aeronant. He had prepared a balloon
of a capacity of 12,000 cubic feet, with a
parachute and trapeze attachment. = When

the airship sailed away in the direction
of Norwood. Upon reaching -an alti-

ed from the net of the balloon, which
shot up at a great rate, and rapidly disap—
peared in the clouds. This was an emer-
ﬂmc}' not included in the programme, for
iggins had intended to descend within the
limits of the field from which he made his
departure. The loss of the parachute, and
the perilous predicament in which the
voyager was thereby placed, no car bein
attached to the balloon, naturally arﬂuseg
the gravest fears in the minds of his friends
and relatives. The last glimpse caught of
him on the edge of the sky showed that he
was hanging by one hand to a pendant rope ¢
- and clutching at the mouth of the airship
with the other. No one for a moment en-
tertained any hope of his escape, and the
general relief was accompanied with intense
astonishment when late at night a telegram
from Tunbridge announced that he had
anded safely. -

On his return the professor naturally had
a remarkable story to tell. He reached
such an altitude that icicles formed on his
hair and mustache. The slow escape of gas
from the balloon finally changed its upward
to a downward progress, and the return to
the lower and warmer strata of the air re-
vived the unwilling traveler sufficiently so
that he was enabled to make a struggle for
life. He lowered himself to the end of his
little trapeze rope, and so hung until his
feet touched the earth. '

He could not, however, get free until the
balloon had dragged him ten yards along the
ground and rebounded sixty feet into the
arr. At the second descent two passing
laborers rushed forward and held the
struggling monster down until Higgins dis-
entangled himself. He was half frozen and
sufiering from severe muscular strai-, but
otherwise received no injuries. It was in
1{3 way one of the most remarkable escapes
on record.

- —
AN AFRICAN MILLIONAIRE.

He Did Not Find Happiness and Commits
© Suicide.

It is reported from Lisbon that the famous
Silva Porto, the rich and aged Portuguese
trader, has committed suicide at Bihe,
Africa, where long ago he accumulated a
fortune in ivory and slaves. Some of the
English newspapers printed long obituary
notices of him over two years ago when a
report of his death was circulated. Up to
divingstone’s time Silva Porto was the onl
white man who had travelled extensively in
Equatorial Africa. It has been widely as-
-seérted that he was the first white man to
.cross Africa. The fact is, however, that in

1853 Silva Porto travelled from Bihe almost
to Lake Nyassa, but did not go to the.
Indian Ocean, though he sent a party of his
black porters on to the east coast.

iFer many years the routes of Silva Porto |
and the names of the villages he found on
his travels were the most conspicuous features
on the maps of inner Africa. He became
wvery wealthy, bui would never return to

Europe, perhaps because he had a good many
native wives and children to keep him at his
big establishment in Belmonte, Bihe.

Silva Porte was alwaysvery kind to explor-
<18, and gave themevery aid, while other Por-
fuguese traders, wishing to keep all white
-men out of their preserves;treated them shab-
‘bily. “I am an old man,” he wrote to Serpa

Pinto, ‘‘but I am still tough. If you find
yourself surrounded by peril, with all but
.ope gone, try to hold your own and send a |-
letter to me by the natives at any cost. In
the shortest possible time I will be with you,
nd will bring help and means.”

“BUTLT BY CHRISTIAN GAFTIVES,

"History and Deseription of the Hassen
Tower in Africa.

The Sma-Hassen Tower at Rabat,Africa,
is a superb structure, and although in parts
unfinished and d by lightning, is still
lordly and beautiful. Built of hewn stone
brought from Spain and by the hands of
Christian captives, and 180 feet from base to
summit, it presents on the outside three tiers
of large and elegant arches over comparative-
ly small windows, and above the topmost
arch a deep honeycomb of exquisite carving.
It has a simple grandeur of proportion that
is peculiarly its own and very impressive,
Says an exc . The ascent of the tower
is made not by stairs, but by a series of in-
clined planes, up which a horse might be rid-
den three abreast, as Leo Africanus asserts.

The lowest of these inclined planes, which |
are made of aconcrete of hime and sand, very
‘hard and durable, was broken away in the
time of the Emperor Sidi Mahomet, and by
his orcer, so that now a ladder has to be used
before a footing can be got. . As the i

®

solemn and tenantless, except by owls and
bats, are passed, and when the top is reached
= magnificent view is obtained of the restless
Atlantic. The tower is not merely a stately
sentinel of the great mosque, but a lookout
station'and a beacon for atsea.

st

garding the fate of Professor Higgins, a|

he gave the signal the ropes were loosed, and | -

tude of 4,000 feet the parachute became |-
how Professor Higgins went up detach-|

g ascentis |,
made a number of spacious chambers, ch.{,lx ]
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A passing stranger in the place, I lingered for the day
To join the mourning people, and it is no shame to say
My alien-heart beat faster and my eyes gave tribute due,
As T walked, and mused, and listened to the tale I tell to you.

- I1I. ]
Unheeded footsteps bore me where, apart from all the rest, -
A single mound and headstone stood with fresh-blown beauty dressed,
Beside them was a farmer-man. His snow-white head was bare
And bowed in reverent attitude as if he offered prayer.

- Iv.
I would have passed in silence had T not chanced to see i
The strange inscription on the slab : “John Stanley died for me.

Making bold I said : “Good sir, was the man you mourn your EDE?
And pray, what means the legend that is graven on the stone ¢

: Y. - iy
Shame-faced, he turned away, until the flowing sorrow dried,
- Then, smothering many a rising sob, he thus to me replied :
“ Wal, no ; he wasn’t son of mine ; but, stranger, you can’t know
All he’s ben to me "—then choked with tears resistless in their flow.
Er S AR -
Then T asked : “ Were there no kinsfolk—none of his blood to come ?
Or was it in their stead you laid these lilies on his tomb #”
“ Wal, yes;” his voice still quivering, ‘“guess the neighbors was all glad
To have me come down here to-day to honor this poor lad.”
V1L
“ But, stranger, sence you'd like to know, set by me on his grave ;
There ain’t no better place to tell the doin’s of the brave ;
And you shall hear just how it was I chose the words you see
On that stone—and every word is true ! ¢ John Stanley died for me!"”
VIIL | ;
“Feb’uary, sixty-three, way up north in Illinois,—
That’s where I’ve always lived since I was a little boy,

There was a gin’ral draft, and among the rest Seth Stebbs,
That’s me, was spotted to be sent down South to fight the Rebs.”

1X.

“I wa'nt a pesky copperhead that loved the South too well,
I wa’nt a coward, nuther, as my neighbors all can tell,
But when I heerd my name by the Recrutin’ Sargent read,
It seemed as if chain-lightnin’ went a crashin’ through my head.”
X.

“’Twas more’n three mile of crooked road I had to travel hom.e ;
Don’t remember how I got there ; some Devil seemed to come

And snarl into my ear: ¢ Ye'r drafted ! Becky’s always sick !
You've seven helpless children ! There’s your little crigple—Dick !’ ”

XI. |
¢ ¢ There’s a mortgage on your farm, so you can’t raise cash to pay .

o

For a sybstitute ! you’ll have only fifty cents a day.-
To keep your eight a goin’ while you’re fightin’ in the South
And not a soul can earn enough to feed one hungry meuth !’”
| XII. : - _
“In them days I wasn’t pious—though I tried to keep my word,
But Becky was as-good as any angel of the Lord.

So we took it very different. When I told her of our doom
She turned as pale as death and went staggerin’ to her room.”

XIII.

¢ And I knew that she would manage to ease her heart in prayer.
But, as for me, I felt and said—Wal, stranger, I don’t care

To tell you all I felt and said—for oh, my blood was hot,
And man and God seemed hateful ; I do hope its ben forgot !”

. XIV.
-“Wal, mornin’ come quite soon enough. Atseven I had to go.
We'd eat our silent breakfast when I heard the stage horn blow ;
That meant that in five minutes I must leave them, live or die ;
So more than half distracted I begun to say gocd-bys.”
XV :
‘““I’'d got all round to Becky and my crippled baby—Dick
. When the stage-wheels on the bridge gave ‘me warnin’ to be quick,
‘So I ketched them both in arms, but I couldn’tdo no more;
I couldn’t speak ; 1 couldn’t cry; my heart was hard and sore.”

XVI. |
“ That minute was the blackest of my life, I must allow,
~ My heart cried out: if God is good why don’t he help us now !

Just then the front door opened and my teeth began to grit,
I thought it was the driver to hurry me up a bit.”

XVII.
¢ But no ; it was John Stanley, the brave boy that'’s buried here ; -
There he stood so tall and handsome—only turned of nineteen year !
¢ Wal,” says he, ‘ 'm just in time ! Neighbor Stebbs, you needn’t go,
"Twould be a cryin’ shame to let you leave your family so !’ ”
XVIII.

“I was too dazed and wild to see just what he meant, at ﬁrst,'

And said : ‘John Stanley, ’taint no time when things is at the worst
For them that’s out of trouble to be jokin’ them that’s in I’

Says he : ‘It ain’t no joke, Seth Stebbs ; I'm not s0 rotten mean’”

XIX

“¢You stay at home and let me I’ll take what God has willed :

- For no one will be left to starve if I get hurt or killed.’ 3
Stranger—jyou should bave seen the light that shone from Becky’s face !
It seemed as if the Lord had let his glory fill the place !”

XX,

“ And when she said : ‘God bless yuﬁ, John I’ ’twas just as if the Lord’s

Almighty voice, made low and sweet, had spoke in Becky’s words.
I trembled like numb-palsy when I recollected how |

God heard me think : if he is good why don’t he help us now

. XXI. Y : .

¢ And then I thought : Wal, Seth, T guess this wa'nt sent so much

It was pity for the children ! It was Becky’s prayer that émr';i zfﬁr
They said good-bye and blessed him as he hurried to the gate;

For the time was more than up and the stage-boy couldn’t wait.”

: YT |

“T let him go in silence; but I hope he understood .

The tears that fell upon his hand when we parted on the road.
It won’t take long to finish. Before a year had-passed.

' Hs was shot at Chickamsugs; and down here bo sleops his last,” |

you!
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g = - ' Is Cholera Coming.

 PSYCHEN ETHEKE’ " The news which the London Lancet an-

e ——— nounced last week as to the continuance of

Emnﬁ : Nashville, Tennessee. cholera in Mesopotamia haa again maeﬂ the

- ' ‘ question whether Europe stands in da

L : in Bussorah, a-nil even meh , dﬂﬁdn:lt

: . ecessarily involve. such daanger, and al-

It was Dacoration Day, and the folks went thronging by:. . :lhuugh th::: disease has naw fof many months
To the consecrated ground where their buried Heroes lie. | past prevailed in both these' places and in
There were sad-eyed youths and maidens, and many a silvered head, the mmr?eaiamaltiﬂ;::%t;d midﬁi Ghﬂ-s
. . - - : - | . -

And loving little children gathering ronnd the Nation's Dead. m mbeenfha vestarn’ portion of the

L " ; Persian empire. oo
- Fhe only really disqiifeting "occurrence 18

he intelligence that it, has made some head-
tway along the Turkish trade routes to
Europe—routes which would in the main
convey the disease in a northwesterly and
northerly direction toward the ports on. the
southern coast of the Baltic. Should the
port towns become infested, it is certain
that.no Russian or Turkish means of pre-
vention such naha-’ﬂbpennq ted: op former
occasions would ' ‘be, lilidlyl to “atay the
diffusion of the cholera poison if the local
circumstances favored. its epidemicity. ,

But cholera in Mesopotamis, while it may’
usefully incite us to. the removal of these
influences which tend to .]]J;npa.gate,_ that
disease, is by no means to be regarded as
an actual cause for anxiety.
are not in a position to boast of any assured

immunity fromcholeratraveling ina westerly .

direction from Asia Minor, but we have the
satisfaction of knowing that, after years of

sanitary progress,and witha steadily improv-

ing sanitary organization of our port and in-

land districts, cholera failed to getafooting in

this country during the European epidemic
of 1334"8'}? and this nﬂﬁﬁ'ithﬂtaﬂdﬁg_ the

fact that we remained allthe time ﬁl_frec?aents
and unhindered communicatipn: with Paris :
during the whole period .of the epidemic jn'

that city.

Our clear duty is, while maintaining all
necessary watchfulness as to the maren of
cholera on the eastern confines of Europe,
.to continue that line of sanitary work which

we have now maintained for 80.many Yyears,

and which has already saved more lives in
this country than cholera ever destroyed !

among us. . _
- -

The Executioner of Charles I.

A question has often been asked, who was
the executioner of Charles I. 2 - We do not
mean, who were the men at whose bidding
the deed was done ?—for their names have i
come down ito posterity as those of *“the
regicides ”—but, whose hand actually dealt
the -blow? There are undoubtedly very
strong reasons for believing that it was 11

Richard Brandon, a resident in Rosemary
Lane, the entry of whose death occurs in the
register of St. Mary's, Whitechapel, under
late June 21, 1649. To the entry is ap-
pended a note, evidently about the same
date, to tlie effect that ¢ this R. Brandon is
supposed to Lave cut off the head of Charles
First.” This man is stated to have been
the son of Gregory Brandon, who beheaded
Lord Strafford,.and may therefore be said
to have claimed the gallows as his inherit-
ance. Besides, in the ¢ Confessions of
Richard Brandon, the Hangman ”(1649), we
meet with the following passage :—*“He
[Brandon] likewise confessed that he had
thirty pounds for his pains, all paid him in
half-crowns within an hour after the blow
was given, and that he had an orange stuck
full of cloves and a handkercher out of the
King’s pocket so soon as he was carried
from the scaffold, for which orange he was
offered twenty shillings by a gentleman in
Whitehall, but refused the same, and after-
wards sold it for ten shillings in Rosemary
Lane.” - If this indeed ‘be true, it follows

that the man who struck the fatal blow did

not long survive the deed. - He ‘was buried
in Whitechapel - Churchyard, and it was
with great difficulty that his interment was
effected, so strong was the popular loathing
sainst him.—Cassell’s “0ld and New

London.”

A Gang of Bomb Robbers.

In military and official circles at Sebasto-
pol quite a sensation has been caused by the
discovery of a systematic robbery of bombs
from the artillery magazines in that city.
From the extent of the discoveries now made
by the police, . it would appear that the ab-
straction of bombs and shells has been oing
on for a number of years. The Daily News
correspondent at Odessa says the prosperity

‘which during the last few years appeared to

follow the operations of a certain mechanical |

engineer, who ten-years'ago was a workin

Journeyman, and the display which this in-
dividual has recentl de, primarily led to
1scovery. He erected
acquired a handsome private
and latterly drove about the city

a large factory,
residence,

| in a well-appointed carriage.. This sudden

and unaccountable prosperity att

the notice of the -puli;cs,- wﬁ *'rﬂade ;Mr;lefil
on the factory, when large hidden stores
of bombs were discovered bearing the Gov-
erument mark. The arrest of the engineer
led to the further digeovery thatan orga

band of artilloristsand otherswere ini]ialigted
intherobberies. The ?ﬂic,ﬂ; areofopinion that
the burning of one of the artillery magazines
in Sebastopol jast year was the work of the

th::in now under arrest, who presumedly fired

ine to prevent the discovery of an
unusually ].BI_‘%E theft of bombs.. To E:e same
band is attri

about the same time, of an artillery dri
The mystery which chiefly. EJ!EI'EiBE; thr::i
thorities for the moment is how the bombs
;glt;a Hglll;rpoaﬁd '1::1!; to such an extent as to en-

1 gely'the organize bberi
and his cunfeﬁetates.. (i1 .-.r-uf o I"ﬂ %
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