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A STRANGE LEGACY

expound his own views.
have weighed the matter
gense, when you asked thav young
who is scarcely more than a studen
a man as Sir Alfred in oonsul-
tation. Sir Alfred would, I am sure, have
grossly insnlted had he seen the person
you wanted to introduce to him in such a
manner.’’
It was an unh

CHAPTER IlI.

Mr. Dottleson, who had just come bu:kl
from the City, walked away to the park, and
sought a secluded bench, wherecn he seated
timself, and drew outthe letter he had taken
possession of. What did his mother-in-law
want with this yoang doctor now ! And why
did she send her letters by hand, instead of
putting them in the pcatbag ? He had a right |
to know what it meant, and he intended to
The enve ope was carelessly

gummed and came open without diffi:ulvy.
He unfolded the enclosure, and bit his lips

with chagrin as he read it :

“My DEAR DoCror—Ccme and meet Sir ohe {
Alfred Blodget here in consultation at noon |and spoke with rising tem
to-morrow ; he is comin
sincerely,

fellow,
to meet such

appily worded ssmtence ;

the back-handed aliusion to her *‘go

sense” the suggestion that
have been grossly insulted through her in-

strumentali.y, and finally the careless refer-
ence to the *‘ person,” stung the old lady to
the quick, She turned upon him sharply

find out. 3ir Alfred would

“ You're jeslously careful of Sir Alfred’s
sensibilities, Montague. fou don't see the
jadvantage of extending a helping hﬂ.jnjd to a
deserving man who wants it, do you? :
¢¢ ] have no wish whatever to impede his
progress’'— :

“ Or to help it either, no douht ; you seem
to forget that he's engaged to Kate.”

s He isn’t engaged vo Kate, and won't be,
till he can satisfy my requirements.” Mr.
Dottleson was a passionate man, and was
letting his feelings get the mastery of him.
to be taken to task
amehed, and he lost
er of the
paused for a few
seconds, and then produced the card she al-
ways had in her sleeve when she wanted to
| crush her son-in-law ; but this time it failed |
““Must I remind you
ty of time for me to alter

g to Bee me.— 1 OUrs

“Maria LayvssED.”

Mr. Dottleson stared at it, and a few)
emphatic words escaped
his mother-in-law be thinking
A youny man who was
medical student to come and *¢ consult” with
first anthorivy of the day ! It was
ridiculous ;: it made a farce of Sir Alfred's
visit. What an outrageous thing it was for
the woman to do !

¢ Of course it cat’t be allowed,” he said
to bimself ; *“ and I'll jast take the respin-
sibility of posting this letter—in time vo be
too late for him to keep the appointment.”

He replaced it in his pocket, and returned
home, deeply vexed at what he looked upon
as A mean attempt to take advan
generoaity., His thoug
oonversation he had had with Mrs Lamshed
before ; how he had urged his duti-
for herhealth as thereasonfor call-
ing in Sir Alfred Blodget ; and then, in spite
of himself, he recalled how he had carefully
arranged this to supplant Dr. Liakeworth ;
and now, instead of doing anything 1n that
direction, his soheme was made use of to
benefit the man. Ob, it was very dishearten-
ing, and enough to aggravate any one.
wonder that Mr. Dottleson entered his house
in a frame of mind which cansed Kate to
avoid him, and made the servants quake in |y
their shoes as they waited upon him at din- |.
ner. KEverything had gone wrong, as things
have a way of doing when our little tem
get the better of us: the soup was smoked,
the fish done to rags, and the joint as tough
a8 leather. Kate, who wasskilled in reading
the paternal barometer, took little time to
ditcover that the hand was setat *‘Storay,”
and knew better then deliver herself of her
grandmother’s message, asking if Mr Dottle-
son was quite sure he had left the note for
Charles Lakeworth at the
deed, ahe had a faint suepicion that the said
mote might have caused the przsent listurb-
ance in the domestic atmozphere, and
yudicionely
10 it.

What could
To ask
little more. than a

the very

It irritated him sorel
like this by Mrs.
sight of his own interests in the a

moment. Mre.. Lamshed

tage of his

utterly.
hts flaw back to the

there’s still p
my will, Montagn

T have no control over your intentions,
madam ; vou are qmnite aware that my
daughter Kaite is dependent upon me, and
will ultimately inherit all I possess,”

It was a very gentle hint that if he were
cut ont of her will in favour of Dr. Lake-
worth, Kate would be the real sufferer ; but
it had ivs effect upon Mrs. Lsmshed.

“] don’t think K.ite wounld lose muoch.
Those two will he faithful to each other,
however Im;:g you may keep them apart, in

the day
ful anxiety

] will never .raise a finger to thwart
Kate's happiness if she marries a man of
whom I can approve.” _

“Then you don’t approve of Charles
Lakeworth ?”

‘““ No, mrs., Lamshed; I do not. As
things stand now, I most emphatically dis-
aporove of him ; and there’a an end of it.”

There was a dead silence for five minutes,
until Mrs, Lamshed spoke again, calmly and
] the bell, Montague,"’
He did so without a word, and stepped
place by the bedside, where
his mother-in:law.
Mrs. Lamshed neither moved nor . spoke
till her maid appoared and asked for
Tnen she collected her-
gself ag if for a spring, and ea’ bolt upright
with her white hair falling
ers, whilst she pointed with har thin tremb!-
ing finger to the door.
flashea with suppressed excitement as szhe
spoks the words which Monta ue Dattleann
remembered tiil the very last day of his
“ Send for Smuggles’s partner,” said
Mrs Lamshed. -

Although the order was ostensibly ad- |-
dressed to the maid, Mr.
that It was in reality given to himself.
nfferad -no protest ; perhaps her
that it wounld be uselesa ; he
watch and glanced at it before he answered,
in tores whose coolnass
gsurprised himselfi and wers
not pleasing to Mis.
is. now half-past six, and
be shut.

quietly : *f Pleaserirg
right house ; in-
back to his

atood facing

abstained

referring
her father,

shielded by his
smouldering passion, was ailowed to keep it
in his breast-pocket undisturbed, and the
untruth he had ready remained unspoken.
Hs started for the Uity earlier than usual
; he wanted to evade bzing
questirned about the lstter until he had
adeapatched it, but he was careful mnot to
commit it to the post until nearly eleven
o'2lock. Then he felt easier ; he had foiled
the firat attempt to make capital out of his |
liberality, and had gained time to remons-
trate milaly with Mrs. Lamshed upon the
absurdity of her ideas. It occurred to him
m>ore than once during the day that detsin-
inz the letter was not guite the best way
beginning operations ; but if .that cropp
ap, a8 it was tolerably sure to do, he must
plead failure of memory or make some ex-
cnse of that kind. He walked home to
Blakewocod Square thav afterncon, wonder-
ing much what the result-of his marceavre
Bad been, and warning hims3elf that he must
bs prepared for an cutburst of wrath hereto-
fore unheard of on the part of his mother-
in-law. The nearer home he came, the
more awkward Le felt his own attitude in
the matter to bs, and had he found it neces
to confrsnt Mrs. Lamshed at once,
made out a poor case for

her commands.
over her should-

Her sunken eyes
pext morning

Dsttleson knew

pulled out his

which ke did
evident!
Lamshea.
the office will
you know the gentle.-
man's pame and hia private residence ?”

His mother-in-law glowered an
for a few eeconds before she repiied: * No,
I don’t. I want Smuggles’s partner.*’

Mr. Dottleaon bowed, and quitted the
rcom : be was in no hurry to discover the
nameless individual who was to assist in
“I'll wait until to-mor-
row,” ho thought as he went to his own
chamber ; ‘‘shs may hava changed her mind
by the morning.’

Bot merning came, and Mra.
was a8 firm in her parpose as she had been
Her son-in-law went to

ly at him

altering the will.

bhs. weunld have
bimself.

It chanced, however. that she was indulg-
iog in her customary aiternoon siesta whan
he came in, and ho was fully posted by his
daughter in the events of the day before the ; the evening before.

_o'd ladyawoke. Itseemsd that.puuctmally | her room to make inquiries about her health
a: twelve o'ulock, Sir Alfred Bindget had
called]; but there was mno “D-, Lukeworth to

At Mrs, Lamshed’s earnest re-

guest, he had consented to waste five minutes
of his vaivable_time in waitihg to be intro-
duced to **her doctor.”’
twelve, jast as Kate entered the room, he
drew ous his watch and rose to go ; she
dsachaed recklessly into the breach
sn.seded in detaining him until nearl

dwenty-five minutes past the hour, bus atill

oo Charles Lakeworth appeared. Then the

physician was annoyed, and picked up
hat, making caustic remarks about the

Independent manners adopted by strugglin

practitioners., Whken Mr. Dottleson hear
$his, he felt that he had at all events sown
good misunderstanding
dwaen Sir Alfred and Dr. Lakeworth, and

3:at his task with Mra. Lamshed would b

easier ; but he had not heard all that Kate
had to tell him. A Three o’clo’k brought

Charles Lakeworth to the house
flucter

La.muhmi'

oefore he set out for the City, and was
ange for the worse which
the night.
and laboured, and
there was a llstless apathy in her manner
which contrasted painfully with her wont-
She seemed indi
speak to any one ; but when he referruvd to
her demand for “Smug
roused herself with an effort. ‘‘it’s Starboue
and Smuggles — Lincoln’s Inn--ask for—
his partner.”

‘‘Are youn well ensugh to attend to busi-
cess to-day !’ asked Mr. D»>ttleson anxious-

atartled at the ch
bhad taken
hing was heavy

meet him. place during

At a quarter past

ed brightness. osed to

tner,’ she

Ve e
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ly.

g I ““Yes, said Mrs. Lamshed. *‘Sc¢nd him to
me now—at once,”

He said nothing more ; but as his gaxe
rested on the form of the old lady, whe
seemed to be drawing near her end, a dark
thought crossed his mind. She could not
last very long ; she was breaking up rapid-
a|ly; afew days, in all likelihood, would =ee
of disappointment; he had with | the last ; he could forget her commission to-
bim the note which had been writ-|day, and perhaps—
but which the
pest-mark proved to have been despatched | Smugg
Grandmamma had been exceeding-
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ten yesterday, “ PDon’t forget to call at S:srbone and

tague ; I ehall expect
the solicitor here at :welve o’clock.”
1y angry, and told Dr, Lakeworth that she l spoke more fluently than she had done bs-
fore, and seemed to L.at pointedly at his
singular forgetfulnesa in that matber of the | P
note to Dr. Lakeworth. He turned red
eyes, and heartily dls-
miesing his half-formed design, promised to
:lml, l. to nliur wishes withuu; fail, Afber
t would answer po 8 Po
neglect them ; she could eangﬁu mﬂrmuhur
essenger, if she distrusted him; and he
felt that he had little claim to her confidenoe.
She wonld put the true interpretation on
his remissness, and visit it all the more
severely upen him. No; he must close his | Charles
to the nature of his errand, and exe-
whose mother is
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would sift the matter to the bottom as soon
a3 Mr. Dottleson came home, and further
premised to make another oppo
him o Sir Alfred Blodget.
Mr. Dottléson did not feel guite so well
after hearing that; but as he received a
summons from his mether in-law almost im-
mediately after Kate had finished her story,

to prepare a brief for his de-

Mre. Lamshed was lying amongst her
lows panting for the fray ; she waved
oon in-law to a seat at the bedside and
attacked him at once.
you forgot that note, after
Sarah, Montague ; the contents were
moat importans—mcs% im

¢ So Kate has been
it P oo g

our it %

“Tt ?‘I’ll worth L4
Lakeworth to meet Sir

ag hm:htha boy
Kate, you ought to regret
him of the chance he had

Mr. Dottleson
$ing 1t, but did
soy 80 ; on the

e
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e
e 4
ul";_-
s " 1

.- .,.
=
PR g e

v il

he had no time

E il g B i s

- X gy N g
s iR M L
il .

- Py e

“Itwas a

eyes

oute it with that hon

necessity and whose is relf- interest. -
He had no difficulty in

e taati I

was by the sarviving partner

t melancholy man, who dwelt in a little

lined with battered tvin deed-

“Mre. Lamshed ?” said the gaunt man
wearily—* Lamshed ?—Ah,
ber : 10 Potfleld Gardens,

“That was Mrs. Lumshed's addresz at
one time,” sald Mr. Dettleson. ““My mother-
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rtant.”
me,’’ said Mr.
from the

ag_to Charley
"o sowards
ey T

contrary, hs hastened to !in law ncw resides with me, at No. 21

Meesrs,
es’s cffice, where he

boxes,

: I remem-

Blakewood Sjuare. She is partioularly
anxioas to see you as soon as possible. Could
vou conveniently call upon her at about
mid-day?’

The mdlnnhnlii solicitor ochewed the

stump of a very o

nﬂlpﬂﬂ:oﬂihﬁ.
and referred to nmmomdq am “sla nln%

table. ¢ To-day is Wednesday.

attend Mrs. Lamshed a® noon,” he said in a

faneral voice.—** Will you be enough

_ S 2 b be
to say that I Ml‘- Bﬂﬂiﬂ‘ld S mp_'m Eld dﬂﬂﬂ.' it was ﬂ.ﬂnﬂ. and would hold ﬂ"o’d'

He swallowed his passion, and went up to
see his daughter.

(To BB CONTINUED,)

in attendance at noon 1" -

Mr. Dottleson shook hands with him
and withdrew. He intended to aph
down to let his mether-in-law know

that he had lost no time in carrying

out her directions; it would look disin-
teres‘ed and might have a softening effect.

Accordingly, he wired, telling Mrs. Lismshed

that she might expect Mr Reginald Slim
to hwit‘hmll:l‘;r at the hour appointed. *

may wash my hands of it now, I suppose”

he said as he affixed the telegraph stamp.
‘] may sit down and wait for the earth-

quake,
That was & long-remembered day at 21

Blakewood Square. Mr Slimp arrived at

twelve o’clock, armed with a fashionable

parchmen¢ envolope, which he carried in
his hat up to Mrs. Lamshed’s room. The
old lady dismiesed hertmaid with instructions

not to return and to prevent others disturb-

ling her until she heard the bell, as she was
going to bs busy with the visitor. Charles

Lakeworth called, and, for the firat time
during his acquaintance, was told that his
patient was engaged, and could not see him.
—Was Miss Dottlesonengaged? No. Taen
he would see her ; and was taken up stairs
forthwith. :

¢ Is anything wrong, Kate ?’ he asked

as he took her hands, ** Why won’s Mrs.
Lamshed gsee me ?"’

« Hush I’ said Kate (the old lady’s
apartment was next to the drawing-room),
¢ There was a quarrel of some kind last
night, and grandmamma sent for her law-
yer. Isuspect it's about her will. Heis

with her now ; they’ve been shat up alone

together for nearly an hour.” |
he bell rang sharply at that moment ;

and a message was sent to the butler to go to
Mrs, Lamshed at once. He was not detained

very loog ; he was only called apon to

‘his name, after seeing the old lady inscribe
hers at the bottom of a document ; and a

few minutes after he left the room with the

maid Sarah, who also acted as a witness. |
Mr. Slimp with his pn%ara followed, looking

if possible, more melancholy than ever.
His aspect gave an increased air of solemn-
ity to the oocasion,and impressed the under-
housemaid who let him out with the convic-
tion that something very deep and mysteri-
ous indeed had taken place up stairs.

Sir Alfred Blodget paid his visit soon after
the solicitor had gone, and found the invalid
with her grand daughter and the young
dootor for whom he had been kept waiting
the day before.

“Explain,” raid Mrs Lamshed to Kaste,
nodding at Charles Lakeworth and then at
Sir Alfred. Nothing loth, Kate informed
the latter how the miscarriage of a note had
caused the mistake of the previous day, and
introduced Dr Lakewoerth as the physician
who had taken care of her grand-parent for
the past twelvemonths, Sir Alfred was ex-
tremsly gracious ; but Miss Dottleson was a
little disappointed to find that he did not at
onoe retire to the window with Charles and
earneatly discuss the case in low tones,
which was her preconceived idea of a *‘¢on-
sultation.” Oa the contrary, he only patted
Mrs Lamshed’s band kindly and told her to
sy where sne was for :a day or two ; said

so quite independently, withont even asking

the younger doctor if he didn’t agrse with
him, It was not much of a consultation,
reflected pror Kate, when the great man
went out- followed by the small one; and

she told Mrs Lamshed her opinion of Sir
Alfred, which was quite at variance with

that nrually entertained about him.

“You are intimate with the family, I

understand ? ' he said to Charles Lakeworth
a8 he drew on his gloves in the hall.

*“Yes; I have known them well for some

time."

- ¢ Well, you may mention to Mr. Dottle-
gon that I can do nothing more than you
can, and shall not look in again.—Very old
woman. Course of nature. I shall be sur-

rised if she sees the light of Sunday.—

ood-day ; very pleased to have meb youn.”

The brougham rolled away with Sir Al-
fred, and Charles Lakeworth returned to
Mrs. Lamshed’s room, He had known be-
fore that she was seriously iil, but did not
possess the experience which told the older

man that her lcase of lifo had so nearly ex-

pired. He was charged with the duty of
telling Mr, Dottleson that the case had been
loft in his hands as hopeless, and he would
have to break the news to Kate also, a task
he cared for even less. 'He would not tell
her yet, he decided; she had no idea of Mrs.
Leamshed’s real condition, and it would only
prolong her grief to reveal it sooner than
was actually necessary. Mr. Dattleson must |
be told, of course, and he waited until that

gentleman came home, in order to see him,
‘“You arrived here soon after noon, you
say, Mr. Iakeworth,” said Mr. Doptleson,

when he had been teld Sir Alfred’s opinion.

#¢ Did you see Mrs. Lamshed at once ?”

““ She was od when I.came, and I

did net see her until her visitor had gone.”

¢ Mrs. Lamshed seemed to me to be a
little strangs in her manner last night and
this morning ; do you think her facnlties are

tly clear?”

‘¢ Perfectly clear. She is very weak, and
is growing weaker ailmosat every hour; but

her mind is quite seund.”

Mr. Dsttleson had conceived the idea that
bis- mother-in-law might if necessary be
roved mentally incapable of making a new
will, and did not intend to give up the notion
yet. He would send a line to S8ir Alfred Bled-
get about it ; Dr. Lakeworth’s epinion was
hardly worth having, and ht, moreaver,
be prejudiced. He lost no time in writing
to the doctor, and walted until late that
amlnLin keen anxiety for his reply ; it
would be a great triumph if he succeeded in
E::lﬂargmfihis Wd:ﬁd lagdﬂm uld;, forhe|i
Eon'n at it
Ii eworth’s st

provisions might bs, he would be acquainted
with them in a few d.l?-_hr ;qnndny or
s &t the lateat. It was hard that,

d

Men
after all these years, a slight blunde: shoul

throw out his calculations when the e
almost in aight; it was very hlrd.ﬂsrﬂul,
there was a shred of heps left. If such an
authority as Sir Alfred Blodget could oertify
hour

that he had seen Mrs Lamshed
after sho had altered her will, and thas
was then incapable of understan w
she had done, he was mafs, H;:;I:ﬁl

his fi at Dr Lakeworth and
ouv :j the houss,—Here was theﬂm
fro.-.l_:u Sir Alfred at last. He snatched the

faap

letter from the servant and

nervous haste ;

«8fr Alfred Blodget presents his compli-

ments to Mr Dottieon,
that Mre

him

d‘?.I s

Folled ! He crushed the paper
shapeless lump and threw it into the waste-
Whatever the old harridan

aper basket,

tore it open in i

' The expression, electri,
and has pleasure In _
_ hed was perfect-
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Amiable Barbarians—Anecdotes of Tolstoi
and Melikoff,

From the Tsar down to the humblest mu-
jik, the Rossians are more or less barbari-
point of view of the refined
West, but certainly most amiable barbari-
ans, 80 far as foreigners are oconcerned.
Their hospitality knows no limits ; no trou-
qu.::il:n of
obl a foreign visitor ; but cha g &8
th Igl:fe, you are constantly being remi..ded
of the wildness of their real underlying
nature by the strange
and brutality, of civilizstion and barbarism,
which their daily life offers, To hear the
Russians talk about the unwritten contem-
of their social and mnational
to the .sbories of the
Arabian Nights. The true narrative of
Skobeleff's career and death, and the true
narrative of the cironmstances of the assasai-
nation ot the late Tear, are far more thrilling
and extraordinary than print has ever told.

As an example cf the strange contraste of
real Russia we will cite two anecdotes that
were related to us by a distinguished otticial
whose intention was cartainly not to throw
dust in our ayes, or even to astonish us be-
The conversation happened
to turn upon General Loris Melikoff, the
famonus chief of the dreaded *‘third section.”
Tne Emperor, we were told by
ant, had given Loris Melikoff unbounded
nst the Nihilists, and had
virtually created him vice-Emperor, as
Melikoff himself
Melikoff had discovered that one of the
' leading Nihilist chiefs was in the habit of
\ frequently visiting Ceunt Tolstol, the novel-
ist, and one day he went out to Tolstoi’s
country house. Before the visitor had
annocunced. himeelf, Tolstol recognizsd him,

ang, from the

ble is too

porary history
life is like listening

yond measure.

power to act agai

and said :

¢ You are Loris Moelikoff, chief of the
third sectdon. Do you come to see me official-
ly, or as a private man? If yoncoms offi ially,
here are my keys ; search ; open everything.
You are free.” '

] come not officially,” replied Melikoff,

“Vary good,” answersad Tolstoi; and
calling two mujiks, he said to them, ““Throw
this man-out of the house 1”

The mujiks obeyed Tolstoi to tha letter,
and Loris Melikoff had to accept this treat-.
ment, for in his way Tolstoi is a mightier
man even than *‘our father the Taar.
the eyes of the Russlan poople he is an ex-
ceptional being, being more than a saint,
and almosb a savionr,

The mention of Loris Melikoff brought up
another anecdote. Some twelve years ago
the Emperor sent for Melikofl and announc-
ed to him that the plague was raging in two
villages of the empire, and ordered him to
do whatever was needful with a view to
stopping its ravages, at the same fim3 giv-
iag him unlimited po

herenpon Loris Melikoff wen* firsh of all
to the Minisver of Finance, informed him
that he should perhaps require a great deal
of money in order to carry out the Emperor’s
and .demanded a
rubles,

commandas,

of fifty millions
Finance
face, but was unable to refuse. Loris
posted to the villages in
observed the sitnation

Minister of

Melikoff then
question, and having
he telegraphed for twenty fire engines to be
sent from the neighboring
pnm‘?: charged with petrolenm, and ordered
the firemen to approach thevillages by night,
inundate the cottages with petrolenm, se$
them on fire, and save nobody.
was exscuted ; the cot
hundred inhabitants—men, women, children,
and coattle—were burned to ashes, and those
villages disappeared from the map of Russia
sters of the empire. The
1, but it stamped out the
plague effectually. Loris Melikoff therenpon
reported to the Emperor that his commands
had been exscuted, and then called on the
Minister of Finance to tell him- that out of
the oredit of fifty millions of rubles granted
to him he had spent only two hundred to
huwtrnlmm, and that consequently his
Excellency the Minisber could dispose of the

and from the

measuro wasa r

balance.

In both of these stories, which we have
reason to believe to be literally exact, we
find that curious mixture of the
of ostentation, and of barbaric
which are characteristic of the Russian tem-

panmanh.-—[ﬂnrpar‘n Magasine,

‘Ape and Looking-Glass.

A looking-glass is a myate
inbense interest, to many anic
often very amu
ccavers. Prof. C,

Plantes.’

He wasin an iren, osge, lording it over
some smaller monkeys,, Ferns and other
things had been thrown batween the bars

which the ape atbempted to seiz . At lengt {
a small htnps kaph ; 5

own

dart made.

His fury over this last failare knew no |
crunched the frame aud
with his teeth till nothing
remained.

bonnds, and he
s together
linters
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great when

contrasts of delicacy.

| other type of so-called electris brake ;

our inform-

to eay.

credit

towns, had the

izs how slender is tha rail and how fraj: S 1t Iug\n :
fastenings, compared with - the ponteie, whani:mth:a
g | machine which they carry. Wes: W Louis
trifling movement of a switch mas Tico that when tH
difference between lifc and death. Wek bcould smell the
how short the look ahead must of" SRwmoar lantation
and how close danger sits on either 53N On the left of th'u
Bat it is only in a night zide that We S ghish we lived we
| how dependent the engineer must be M four or five |
 all, upon the faithful vigilance of “*Sdoas of pyracant}
The head-light reveals a few yards of Zi%8hit, blossoms in th
ing rail, and the ghostly telegraph Pi*Sdberriss in the A+

The order
tages and their few

- grandiose,
recklessnesa
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