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THE SEA-GULL'S KISS,
5Y EDWARD IREX.EUS STEVENSON.

e were sitting tngether, six of us, ia
Jadin Captain Dan Farlet, on the some-
¢hst dilapidated pier av East Inlet, waiting
gr the evening mail. ‘The eveming mail
for that matter the morming one,  t0o)
yually took its time, and we improved all
ge ethining hours of wait'ng for it by be-

iling Captan Dan into yarn -
ﬂitfn uphii lsisure and hnmm
ge and that wharf were united im a firm |
wnd of fellowship. The Captain fished
gom the wharf, transacted his business
o0 ':hﬂ 'h“f, mﬂkﬂl hi. mﬂl‘ﬂ.in 3 lﬁll‘-
@nnﬂavmingplpuunthn'hnlg-tﬂnd
gho was to be the next Mayor on the
gharf, lived but a stone's cast from the
sharf, and I am pretty sure risked his health
py sleeping for half of many a clear summer
sight under the rickety shed oconpying its
nater end, in spite of Mrs. Farlet’s tearful
cwmplaints,

“I'd go to Halifax a good deal oftener
than 1 do, boys,” he remarked oneday,
ina tone of candid statement, ‘¢ but ’tain't
wovepient to take this wharf along.”

The Captain had a pleasant voice, a soug
fertune, an artificial leg (this in confidence),
snd endless reminiscences. This afternoon
we were talking—or rather he was—of
sailor superstitions—their abaurdity, odd-
pess, and quantity—and of the singular
wincidences and chanc2s that sometimes
make them so significant to the simple-
minded seaman, increasing his childish
heed to them. The very sea itself, so full of
mystery aud variety as it is, strenghens
such a tenderncy ; and numberless singular
circumstances, reported more or less cor-.
rectly from ship to ship and month to
mouth, fill each humble Jack-far's mind
with awe for this or that ‘*sign” and portent.
It was after we had been raking together
the old fancies and fables referring to sea-
birds and birds at sea—the albatross, the
petrel, the dove, the gull, and the like—
that Captain Dan told us of a strange fancy
and incident in his carcer, but Iam sorry
that I cannot attemp: - set it down in his
own blunt words and phrases, :

“In the year 1865 I was mate on the
bark Alice Robe, sailing from Boston to an
English port—Hull, I believe, or maybe
'‘twas Southampton. We had a mixed-up
crew aboard as to its nationalities. There
were English, Irish, French, and one or two
Eyetaliana ™ (the Captain never used any
other pronunciation of the last-named),
“and some more that I don’t remember,
We had a smooth voyage, and all got along
well together, officers and men, Awmong the
rest there was a young fellow named Bean
car, a Frenchman by birth and education,
though he spoke our language perfectly.
He was a niua-lunkiug, trim, quiet sort of
man, and, to my mind, didn’t seem very
well or happy most of the time. One day
while he and I were on deck, watching a
porpoise that was bouncing about near our
wake, Beaucar, without any warning, stag-
gered, and if I had not .caught him, would
have fallen flat to the deck.

¢ ¢ What is the matter with you, man ?' I
asked. : _

‘‘ He came to himself, white and totter-
ing. * Nothing, nothing,’ he persisted.

‘¢ ¢ Nonsensze !” said I. ‘“Are youn often
seizzd with fits like that, man? Do you call
that sort of a turn nothing ¥ .

““Theend of it was that I presently drew
out of the fellow the fact that he had a
curious weakness of the head, or heart, or
something—a giddiness coming on—that was
apt to take the poor boy (for he wasn’t much
more than that in age) without any warning,
and no matter where he was or what- doing,

~ of course,

‘¢ But how on earth have you kept such
a difficulty from the ship’s doctors so long?”
I asked him, in astonishment,

¢ Well, luck and pluck had befriended
him, and his secret had been no mischief to
his occupation. Baut all the same, I couldn’t

4 bat think, ¢ I wouldn't be in your shoes, my

man, for a gcod deal ; that is, and stay on
the high seas.” But I promised him to keep
the matrter to myself. :

¢« About a week later, one afternoon, a
sea-gull came flying across the sky from the
dear knows where. It puzzled us al to
guess, The hird was evidently tired, in
any case, and settled down on a loose -
as if it ht d dropped there out of the sky. It
was a calm, sunny day. .We were far from
land. A lot of us gathered arcund the
creature at a safe distance, lest we should
frighten it off. It acted peculiarly, remain-
ing on its perch, with its large head -alittle
bent down, its beak slightly open, and shift-
ing its weight curiously, now upon one leg
and now another, quite at home at once,

““Some food was) ! rought forward, and
trying to pla« ¢ it and a pannikin of
water within reach, v cdiscovered that the
bird, so far from bei- g readily frightened,
was surprisingly tam+. The seaman u-
ally pressed closer al cutit, and soon Beau-
car walked forward »: doffered it the water
and raw fish, It ?Ed him quietly at each
step he took. It did zot seem to be in any
especial need of food. When Beaucar stood
near by it and teaned forward, it stretched
i and positively ztared at the tellow

tell you what a carious,
lurking in its round, bright, bird eyes.
We all watched it with new curiosity.
‘ Bsaucar drew back. Thereupon occur-
red a s thmpod I h;ﬂ $ wit;
nessed. As he step aside, grea
bird spread its wings, and fluttered directl
upon the sailor’s shoulder and balan
itself there! Beaucar and all of us exclaim- .

astonishment at such
Had the bird

thought it i+

wg sailor,
ionately near
and

IEEE.

o

~ ¢OUNG FOLKS. .|

from the 's shoulder,
s mm shoulder. It flew u .u
the ship or her rigging, and jn afew minutes

it was a speck in the dis thltprm
‘l"lllilhﬂd..f' Officera “ﬂm open-mon

gased as long as it was in sight. ' A chobus
of ejaculations broke out. Bsanoar  wis

him, asked q ough all

had taken place they had seen ll:";rmthn 3
ginning, and a8 as hecould
—and a little hubbub and of sonfusion
took One spectator ted one

thing ; another sailor what he’
thought the reasvm for the bird's behavior
might have been. The whole. incident had
taken only some ten minutes. But besides
all expressed comments, there were murmur-
ed from man to man a doze tious
notions as to the g’ of remark-
able occurrence. Tho old salts dickered
their stories and ‘signs,’ the younger sea-
men whispered the moet far- and
ridiculous explanations and portents.

‘ Undoubtly a rare and even wonderful
natural circumstance had been observed by
us. Presently the idea that it had some
special ‘ meaning’ for Beaucar seemed to be
fastened in the mind of every sailor on
board the ship. But (as an instance of the
rude delicacy '
and show) I remember that few of Beauncar’s
mates said much to him about their regard
ing this winged gueat as the bearer of some’
warning of fate ‘t> h'm, some * messenger’
trom beyond our world of sea and shore,
who had been, perhaps, ‘commissioned’ to
the young Frenchman. They whispered
their sailor-like opinions with solemn nﬂakan
of the head to each other, but not at length
to Beaucar. As for Beaucar, he was chiefly
amused and puzzled at the sea gull's actions,
and I fancy took the sensible view that if
any other sailor had so approached the bird,
it would have probably behaved itself in
exactly the same odd way. The precise
reason for its conduct I never counld settle
myself ; but I always have supposed that a
thoroughly domesticated and pettsd gull, a
creature lost from some not very tfit;tunt
vessel, came to ns, and, struck with some
semblance between Beauncar and its master,
it had caressed him in the curious way it
did, and then darted off, deciaing on its
course toward its friends.

“ Well, the day wore on ; the sea became
rougher about four o’clock in the afternoon,
and 80 brisk a breeze blew up that it was
necessary to shorten sail quite suddenly.
The Captain of the Alice Robe and I were
watching some deiail or other in the short-
ening. The crew were distributed about the
rigging, hard at work. Suddenly we heard
a cry. A dark object fell like a flash from
overhead, and clearing the ship’s taffrail,
plunged with a tremendous splash into the
sea. ‘Man overboard! Man overboard !
rang the cry. Some one had fallen from the
foretopmast headlong into the sea.

“] t was Beancar! The young sailor had
been reefing in company with a messmate.
According to the latter’s story, the French-
man all at once uttered a faint cry, lost his
hold of the spar and his balance on it, and
fell out into the air before the other could
a0 much as put out a hand to save him. The
boats that were sent out came back without
success. 'The poor fellow must have been
swept away, and sunk, to rise no more, al-
most immediately in such asea as was now
rucning. Terrible and ted event !
We could hardly realize it, accustomed as
one becomes to expactiug even death to in-
vade a sailor’s life. All was indeed changed
in the faces and thoughts of the men aboard
the Alice Robe that day, and for days after
the casualty. .

“ But you can:imagine how the painful
event was regarded by the crew—or by many
of them --as somethingforewarned and hint-
ed at to poor Beaucar by thesingular incident
of the sea-gull’s visit and the sea-gull’s ‘kiss’
earlie in the day. They could talk and, I
fancy, think of wvery little else for a long
time after; and the boldeat declared that
they had known thatv the young sailor was
a doomed man and his days numbered the
instant that they witnessed the great sea
bird’s attention to him, when he approached
its temporary lodging-piace, where it rested,
glad of friendly facaa ard human society.
We found the men talking in corners here
and there ; the forecastle at night became a
perfect scrap-bag of wild and sad tales, and
discussions from mouth to mouth of the
scene that the morning had brought to our
notice. Some decl that they
the gull speak to Beaucar and nod its head
in response to utterances from him.

“You will guess that I knew what had
brought about the sad incident. Bsaucar's
falling-sickness (a8 I had feared for the poor
fellow) had taken him j1st in an evil momse
ent for his safety, when balanced on the

ocean swallowed him :ip, snd his story was
ended tragically. I felt that his sad death
relieved me of the seal of confidence, and
I told what I knew of his disease. But, as

my statement. Nothing would do for them,
we soon disco but that Beaucar, sound

and well, and without any falling-sickness
or likelihood of it, had received a

‘warning,’ through the gu-i!l’l ¢ kisa,’
from the next world, which he had wvery
slightly understood or regarded, and to that

‘warning,’ came the poor young sailor’s
duthun’thu same day, as 1 have already
described. The ooi was odd, and

for the cure of sailor superstitions most un-
lucky. The crew did not recover from the
inuidyentnllthurutdtha voyage, and a
considerable number of them refused to re-
turn with us after we had reached port.

To this day, I dare say, you will find

of sailors who have and will you
with solemn faces the of the ‘warning’
an able seaman on the ¢ Alice

s’ and if you should try and convince

wﬂ

them fifty times over by the truth about
poor Beaucar, it would not do the least
' A sailor’s notion, wise or silly, is
the most obstinate one in the world.”

——

The Depth of Womsn’s Affection,
Maude, out meest Amy.
ﬁwﬁm?m: : mﬂm{"

{

surrounded by his messmates, who chaffed |
-questions—th '
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ful ‘wd” %hm ,pdcm
natives, and since Capt. Coquilhat, four
yoars asgo, & station in their
ocountry they have become good friends of

Emnﬂi:h:unl their and
chief, wenst to & uilhss
1o tell him about it. o9

“ You know the big island near my tows,”

he said. *‘ Well, yestarday, soon after the
sun came up, one of my women and our
little boy started for the island in a canoe;
The boy is abont twelve years old. He
says thas while his mdther was she
Saw aome

thing in the water,- and leaned
over to look at it. . Then he saW a crocodile
eeizo his mother and drag her out of the
canoe. Then the crocodile and woman sank
out of sight. 7 S

*“ The piddle was lying. in“ﬂu canos.
to

Thnboylaéukedihlh paddle back to the|
hen h3 t.gongh

village. ! t: ‘Oh, if I ~ould
only scare the crocedile and get my mo
water
where the crocodile was. He was swimming
just under the surface toward the island.
Then the boy followed the crocodils jast as.
soon the
crozodile reached
on land. He laid the woman's body on the
ground. Then he went back into the river
and swam away. You know why he did
this. H+ wanvted his mate, and started ous
to find her. . ;

“Then the little boy paddled fast to whera
his mother was lylng;r He jumped out ot
the boat and ran to her. There was a big
wound in her breast, . Her eyss were shut.

He felt sure she was dead. He is strong,
but he conld not lift her. He her
body to the canoe. He knew that the croco-
dile must come back any minute to kill him
too. He used all his strength. Little by
little he got his mothor’s body into the can-
oe. Then he pushed away from the shore
and started home. |

‘““We had not seen the boy and his mother
at all. Suddenly we heard shouting on the
river, and we saw the boy paddling as hard
as he could. Every two or three atrokes
he would look behind him. Then we saw a
large crocodile swimming fast toward the
canoe. If he reached it you know what he
would do. He would vpset it with a blow,
and both the boy and his mother would be
lost. Eight or nire of us jumped into can-
oes and started for the boy. The crocodile
had nearly overtaken the canoe, but we
reached it in time. 'Wae scared the crocodile
away and brought the canoe to the shore.
The boy stepped out on the ground and fell
down, he was 80 frightened and tired. We
carried him into one of my huts, and took
his mother's body in there, too. We thought
she was dead.

¢ Bat after a little while she opened her
eyes. She could w only two or three
words, She asked for the boy. We laid
him b.side her on. her arm. She stroked
him two or three times with her hand. Baut
she was hurt so badly. Then she shut her
eyes, and did not o them nor speak
again. Oh ! how the little boy cried. But
he had saved his mother’s bedy from the
crocodile,” . '

As Essalaka told this story the tears
coursed down his cheeks, “ I have seen
in this savage tribe,” writes Capt. Coquil-

e island and went out ‘r

halp, which you are not always able to pro-
gure. .Xou ought to reoceive a monthly ati-
pend, 28 a housekosper would. Why have-
n't you made me see it before? I have not

8, who told thia in after ‘years ars to

o

ad's credit, sat down with him
tinte' since their marriage
opened her heart freely on the topic of wo-
man’s allowance. ' She confessed to have had
Any a sorrowful houra her position as a
mﬁﬁ- At the head of a large household
ina ™ town, where domeatic servioe
wak both-scant and incompstent, she had
hardly been trusted with $5. at a time dur
their united lives. .
it over,” she said, *“and decided that the
woman who takes care of any household
article, like a carpet, for instance, from the
time it is firat made till it is worn out, has
expended upon it an amount of time and
strength equal to the labour that mide
it, counting from the sh the wool till
it comes from the loom, It may be unskilled
‘work, bat it is work all thesame, - And this
is only one small item in her housekeeping
‘labour,.” Does she not deserve some payment
beside her board and clothing? Robert
saw woman’s work in a new light. From
that time till to-day he has placed a gener-
8 share of his income in my hands—not as
‘bt as a right. And he knows that
I will mo more fritter it away than he will,
If I choose to deny mywmelf something I
need, and bestow itacost in charity or bm
books I crave, he no more thinks of chid-
ing me than I think of chiding him for
anding his money as he likes,
There are other Roberts who have yet to
learn this lesson of justice, and they -are
found in every walk of life.

—_— - _
A Qostly Little Joke.

. % Speaking of women,” said the Colone
after a long pause, ** I was travell
once in my buggy, when I met a tall,
slabsided girl of 20 in the road. I had taken
a drink or two and felt jolly, and so I hailed
her with : :
““ Howdy, Sal? Fine day?”
““Howdy, stranger,” she promptly re-

i

]
=

in Mis-

¢ Say,” I went on, “I'm looking fora
wife.” ¢

¢ What sort ?”.

¢ About your kind.”

“ Want me ?"

¢If you’ll have me.”

¢ Reckon I will, “Let's drive back to see
dad and mam.”’

hat, ““men and their wives who really love
each other, and veritable honeymoons
among young couples. The child feels for
his father the fear and respeot which his
authority inngir:a, but he truly loves her
mother, and a tender interest in her
even after he becomes a man.”

O i oo

How the Great Southern Tortoise Burrows,

Here and there, but rarely perhaps in one
amid a hundred of these mounds, we find
the place where the reptile entered the
ground. This o is at once seen to be
quite te in character from "he mounds
which attract the eye. It - asists of a
clearly defined tunnel, the sides commonly
somewhat smooth. and com by the
en w ith which the body of the creature
een driven through it. The
inclines s dowpward, descending at'
angle of from 20° co 30°, |
then at the depth of two or three
fcet to a more horizontal position. Oa the

a little d this entrance, is a
heap of debris, w. consista of the sand
taken from the passage. A few feet in from
the opening, the appears to be closed
by loose material which was not ejected
from the mouth of the tunnel. Although I
have been unable to catch these tortoises at |
work, I have sucoeeded by tolerably safe in-
ferenves in their method of operation.
When they begin the burrow, they endeavor
at once to penetrate downward to the level
in which they obtain their food. At the

behind them in their retreat, to clear a con-

that I was in a great hurry and would re-
tarn., Three natives who came along just
then to find out what was‘the mat-
ter and they set in with the girl to take me
back. The only way I could get out of it
waa to bolt for the woods, leaving the horse
and buggy behind, and five years later the
girl was still driving them. Thatlittle joke
of mine cost me just $350, to say nothing
of being run through a patch of woods five
miles wide.”

How it Will be in Qhicago, A. D. 2,000.
A.lhertj“ Edwina, I love yon ! Will yon
me y

Edwina—** Yes, dear ; but not until next
Monday. To-day is Thursday. To-day I
marry Biily ; Friday I shall divorced.
Friday night I wed Augnltu. I like him,
and we will go over Sunday. Monday I
am youars.”’

Albert—*‘ For how long ?”

Edwina —*¢ I can promise you two weeks,
at least.”

Albert—** All right. Good-bye !”
Edwina—** Where are you going 1"

t—**To marry Lulu to

time,”

All Owing to the Tariff. |

. % Yes,” said the asylum physician, sadl
as he conduocted a visitor thll-luugh the gluom?
bailding where so many unfortunates were

d, * we see a good sad
m Jook o% thas wrotohed

of a Three months ago it gleamed
with fire of ; he was a man

outset they manage, by frequently -boﬂ_ Shors. whose
antofthaplmgnlnstrmﬁng the |m oyo is aa vacant as the eye
1

siderable o . When they have advanc-
ed a few feet in the excavation, th

men. In

eloquent, com-

to disc the material excavated in their | o hge tu: :: M‘wﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂl’n 'ﬁﬁ:'
advance, but thrust it behind them, and | oy op 3 fatal day he commenced to stud
leave it lying in the chamber, which it en-| .3 0 ¢ :& -nestion and '
tirely closes. With this stomage-room pro- | o0 =5, AGTCCTEy, OnC FO S50 FRa oS
vided, the E“Phﬂ'fnrim" o :}m down the corridorall day repeating these

e esvapion o s ‘han the
tiom of ocon JAOS |

:mrmltaﬂnl l::-emnmﬂll,iﬂ in the progress :of.
the burrow, they soon become hampered .in
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beea just to you, while I have been generous | daug

“ Robert and I talk- | Yoar

1, | will be unde

I was joking, you know, so0 I told her |-

up the |

daughter born in Brazil. Whea the 10th of
May arrived the happy couple were ““at
homse" at Sacramento to receive their friends,
accordin htu- their o
¢ expedient been thoroughly
succeasful. Mrs. Sigourney now mjm:x-
cellent health, and whereas at the’ of
her she weighed the oant
figure of 102 lba., she ‘now turns the beam
at 165 lbs, The ocoat of this six years’
honeymoon was $60,000, only $10,000 a
—certainly a very moderate expendi.
tare. Thus Sigourney may be taken
to have cost her husband nearly one
thousand dollars per pound, which perhaps
is not very expensive as wives go in these
days, :
— v LS.
Consumption of Wood.

The London ;Timu" fnrnisfhuh:t?:m in-
teresting statistios as to the l con-
mmpﬁ of”zloud used as nlu&p:igl for rail-
way tracks, and points to its a8 a
strong ent in favour of the employ-
ment of matal It appears that
the gix principal railway companies of Franoce

3,650,000 per annum. As a tree of the
usual dimensions will give only ten sleepers,
the railways in ‘question require 1,000 trees
er day for sleepers alone. In the United
tatea the consumption is much greater,
amoun to about 15,000,000 sleepers a
year, which is equivalent to the destruction
of about 170,000 acres of forest, The annual
consumption of sleepers by the railways of
the world is estimated at 40,000,000, and
this is ]E;Er::;!hu.hly less than the actual number.
The “h i al"drnmnrh: n‘t‘ g';m these fi-
gures the rapi gross orestization
Pmnnd it is certain that the
natural growth.cannot keep with it,
Hence we have had d the last quarter
of a century the frequent inundations and
changes in atmospheric condition.” It would
be interesting to calculate how much wood
is annually wasted in Canada on sidewalks,
block pavements, telegraph and telephone
les, and general railway works. The
g;nru' we fancy would startle those who
have been advocating greater oonservatism
in the utilizatien of our timber resources.
It is of mumﬂtun: n‘;u-tad_ thao il:‘lﬂl th;
purposes mentioned w is meedl an
unprofitably used. - !

- —=

Ohina on Her Dignity.

" The *“ Chinese Times ” contains a letter,
signed by the Pekin official and written
just atter the news had reached China that
the United States had the Chinese
Exclusion Bill. Following is an extract
taken from the letter :

If the obnoxious American bill should be

course open for China consistent with her
dignity as a nation than to adopt retaliatory
measures by prohibiting the- citizens of the
United States from coming to China. . This
will be by no means projortionate to the
harm to the Chinese interests in America,
bat it will have to be done in order to show
that the Chinese can do the same thing, and
if this will have no effect in bringing the
United States Congress and the United
States Government to reason and fairness,
then it will be a question for China to con-
sider whether it is not time for her to can-
cel her treaties made with that country, to
recall her subjects from there, to expel all
the United Siates oitizens from this country,
and to cease all relations and intercourse,
diplomatio and commercial, with that coun-

§

me to give a more exact date), I was in
‘Dieppe when a little boy was found doubled
up in & hor:e-bin with throat out from
ear to ear. A ocouple of blood hounds were

of six years -

use more than 100,000 sleepers per day, or -

carried into effect there will be no other

In 1861 or 1862 (my memory does not enable
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