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Colonel Daverill and Lord St. Austell sat

near the Coroner, with their faces in shadow,
and their figures partly hidden from the
crowd at the lower erd of the room by an
old-fashioned four-fold screen. To the
right of the Coroner sat a middle n.Ead,
sandy-whiskered gentleman, with a bald
head, and a legal air, who took careful notes
of the proceedings. It was known to some
of the audience that this gentleman was a
solicitor trom the’Treasury, and that he
wags present in the capacity of Public Prose-
cutor ; but it was not known to anybody
that his aniival on the scene was brought
aboutby Lord Sj. Austell’s urgent application
to the head authorities at the Heme Offize.
Lady Belficld and Sir Adrian sat together
on the other side of the room, and Lady
‘ Belfield’s old and trusted lawyer, Mr. Gres-
ham, of the old-established firm of Gresham,
Gresham, and Thorogood, Lincoln’s Inn, sat
a little way in front of his client. Adrian
had entreated his mother not to be prescnt
at this enquiry ; but she had insisied, 2nd
he could but submit to her will. She was
pale as marble, and her plain black gown
and bonnet only made her pallor more con
spicaous, Her old friend the Vicar sat just
behind her, and bent forward now and then
to speak to her. On the table in front of the
Coroner and Jury lay the stained and ragged

remains of a small Persian carpet, a sillky

handkerchief, and four rings. .

Felix Loseby, a medical practitioner of
Chadford, was the firast witneas,

He deposed to having examined the body,
which he pronounced to be that of a youag
woman with long aubarn hair. He had dis-
covered an injury upor the left temple,
where the bone was fractured asif by a heavy
blow, from some blunt inastrument. Such a
blow, he said, in answer to the Coroner’s
question, would be suffi :ient to cause death.
I'rore was no other mark of violence.

Tne Coroner asked if death could have
been caused by drowning.

No. The state of the lungs indicated
that the deceased had died before she fell
into the water.

laadau ready and look sharp about

to the Abbey.
he puts out his ’ed and calls to me to stop,
and
could stop. He
" me to go home, and then he starts off a’most
at a run terwards the Abbey.”

fly was booked that
the master’'s day-book. August 19th. Fly
to Belfield Abbey.”

was Mr. Belfield ¥

man.
to either of them anywheres,”

Hotel, ;

rezail connected with Mrs., Boalfield's dis-
appearance, :

she said,
daughter-in-law’s disappearance was from
my housekeeper, at nine o’clock in the morn-
ing. A housemaid had found Mrs Balfield’s

room empty.”

the morning of August 20;h. Had the bed
been slept in ?"'

left the house at nizht.”

mained up all night, cod may have left early
in the morning, before the servaunts were

"The rings on the table had been found on
the fingers of the left hand, which was so
confined by the carpet and the long hair
that it was impossible for the rings to have
been washed off by the action of the water.

H2 was of opinion that the body had been
in the river for some montas ; probably, in
reply to a juryman, six months,

Mr. Loseby further dee--ibed how the
carpet had bzen tied rounc .e body by the

a table, I presume, ’
found ?°’

that morning "

long silk muffler now lying on the table,

The two men who had dragged the river | train. ; 18t &
I heard of my daughter-in-law’s disap -
pool, which formed a little inlet, under a jance—a telegram purporting to come from
my younger son in London, and which caus- |

deposed to having found the body in a decp

group of willows.
Colonel Daverill was next examined. He

had seen the remains, and believed them to | station as soon as my carriage could be got
be those of his daughter, on account of the | ready.”

colour and texture of the hair. His daugh-
er, been temarkable for the beauty and
P ion of her hair, which was of a pecu-
liar shade of dark auburn, with a natural
ripple in it. He could swear to the cat’s
eye and diamond ring upon the table as his
daughter’s engagementring, given to her by
Mr. Belfield. He could swear to the black
enamel ring with a brilliant cross upon the
enamel. It was a mourning ring, and his
own gift to his youngest daughter. Ib con-
tained her mother’s hair.

gon ?"’

that it was part of a plot to lure my daughter
from her home,”

was in London ?'

of him last at York.”

The Colonel was deeply affected while | Abbey on thenight of the 19:h 7"

giving hia evidence, and Lady Belfield seem-
ed equally overcome. There was a dead

silence at the end of the room where the | ;man who drove him into your park ?"

crowd was congregated—a silence of regret-
. ful sympathy.

Mr. Belfield was next called ; whereupoa ! tire to rest on the the 19th of Auguat 2

Mr. Gresham roize and informsd the Coron-

er that Mr. Belfield had gone to Loundon }asoon after

three days before. A mes

two clubs which he was in the habit of using,
but no reply had been received,

It was at this juncture that Mr. Melnotte
quietly entered the room and made bis way
to a seat at the back of the Coroner,

§ iSir Adrian Belfield w 8 next called.

Hs was usked to state the circumstances
of Mrs, Belfisld's disappearance from the
Abbey.

¢] can only tell you that we rose one

morning—on the morning of August 20th— |

to tind her gone.”

¢ Did she leave no trace of the manner
by which she had gone ?”

‘“* No.
tion to leave her husband, which letter was

found by a servant after my sister-in-law's | 5 g1 7

disappearance.”

¢ Can you produce that letter ?”

_*I cannot. It isin my brother's posses-
sion.”

* You and Lady Belfield were both at the
Abbey at the time of Mrs. Belfield’s disap-
pearance, I understand.”

“ We were.” -

‘¢ Do you know nothing as to the hour at
which she went, or her mode of leaving the
house ?” - '

*¢ Nothing,”
t-hflﬂ answered unfll.}baringly., Haognaw

t in 80 answe 6 Was .
jury ; but he kn:i:gllm that Entilllgr nh::rou
of ea his brother was to lie unblushing.
~ ly. He who loved truth and honour better

1 his own life was so to perjure
himself for the love of his ther, and of
the heart-broken mother yonder, whose sad
eyes were watohing him.
ni;LW;u Mr. Belfield at the Abbey on that

t .ll

“‘ He was not 1" -

““You are sure of that fact? Youliad

better reflect serioasly, Sir Adrian, . before
you answer my {uestion.” -

He an attempt to _him into
Tfl mission, and mm?f.mgm
y: - ¥ < o

‘.'Illl.'l' sure.” s

“ That will do, Sir Adrist Wed-okd ait

sage had been | of g headache. I went to my bedroom at
telegraphed to him at the Great Western | hqlf.past ten, and Sir Adrian went to the
Club, where he usually put up, and to the|jib

the night ?”
pi- d by Mrs. Belfield ?” ;

library at half-

the habit of .
this night he told me that he

: al 1l in hi : -
She left a letter stating hier inten- ;ﬂu and fell asleep in his chair in the lib

had fallen asleep _
. The next witness was Jane 'Pook, the
housemaid. '

thiug particular upon the morning of August
the twentieth, she desoribed her entrance
into Mrs, Belfield's bedroom with the early
cup of tea, which that lady was in the
habit of taking while her bath-was
prepared for her; and how she had

the room em
and how on
discovered an open

sh:if;mr almost before I knew what I was
I should have been above doing such a

peculiar strike you in
“It was a dreadfuol | hu--
hmhmdﬂmtﬁuﬁﬂml}mﬁlww

she loved somebody elve, and Was geing off | Do had obSitastely insivt
with him. Th-u&':_" ‘tmﬂ!h crime, and had thus 1
left off in the middle of » e . . | the ignominy of this ¢

thing.”
“$ia anything
the letber?” .

_ t, for
Mr. Belfield 1" .
¢ Where did you‘drive Mr, Belfield ?”
T took him as far as the avenoo leading
In the middle of the avenoo

gets out of the trap a’'most before I
gives me a shilling and tells

‘¢ Are you guite sure as to the date?”

‘¢ Can’t be no mistage about that, The
night., There it is in
** You are sure the geptleman you drove

¢ Qaite sure.”

*¢ would you know Mr, Belfield from his
brother, S:r Adrian?”
the Coroner haviog no farther questions to
ask this witnees.

asked Mr. Gresham,

**Yes, sic. Mr. Belfield’s a bigger made
l've known the two gentlemen by
ighs sinca they was boys, and I could swear

So much for Jokn Granee, of the Station

Laiy B:lfi:ld was the next witness called.
Sha was asked to state anyfacts she could

¢ Theve is veory litile for me to recall,”
. My first knowledge of my

¢ A housemid found her room empty iu

¢ Ir had not,”
"¢ Then the inferesce would be trhn_-t she

“] do not.know that. She may have re-

3

¢ She left a letter, I underatand ?”

“ Yes, the housemaid found a letter.”

¢ Addressed to your son?”

““ It was written to my son,”

¢ Wag it a sealed letter?’

““ No, it was open and uafinished.”

‘“ An unfinished letter, left open, iying on

“71 did not ask where the letter was
** Did you see your daughter-in-law’s room

“ No, I went to London by the morning
A telegram was delivered just after

me considerable alarm. I started for the

““Was the telegram actually from your

““It was not. I Ekave reason to believe

**D.d you fiad
* I did not.”
“ Had you any reason to suppose that he

your gon in London ?”

“ Either there or at York. I had heard
You did not know that he came to the

‘¢ T cannot belisve that he was there,”
“* Yet you have heard the evidence of the

¢ 1 have hearl that.”
“* What time did you and your family re-

‘* Mrs. Belfield left the drawing-room

nine o'clock. She complained

at the same time,”
‘ Did you hear anything unusual during

¢¢ Nothing,” :
‘‘ How far is your bedroom from that ozcau-

*¢ Jt isat the other end of the house.”
‘¢ .You say Sir Adrian retired to the

* It must have been very late, He is in
reading late at rﬂht' and on
ead later than

** Do you mean that he did not go t> bed

‘‘ He did not tell me that, only that he
in his chair.” '

Oa being asked if she remembered any-

ty and the bed undisturbed ;
king about the room she had
letter lvinﬁ on the floor,

‘* Did read that letter?”

called.
were swollen with w :
vindictive look at Mr.
the sacred volume in her hand, which
ill for the Christian temper of her mind at
that moment. :

cles, and look at the object a
Do you see now what it is ?”

to missing a

at Ler mistress, whose face w
azony, and replied : — 2

gence
will you swear that it is not the rug
last saw in Mra, Belfi<11’s bedroom ?”'

cleared of coroner,
audience, but Lady Belfield and her son did
not wait for thecrowd to d
retired
the room where they had been sitting, and
thus escaped
Sir Adrian put his mother’s hand through
his arm and supported her faltering footsteps
as he led her downstaira“and out into the
dusky street, where her carriage
for her. |
carriage had moved away, and then at last
the white lips moved, and shé asked in tones
that were almost like a wail of agony :—
#Is this true, Adrian ?” e

past ten upon that particular | 2i8
evening. Do you know at what hour he

went to his bedroom 1’ *

nothing about the fly,
any one had seen him.

ror from you ; I
in the t

* Yes, I was so taken aback that I read
If I'd had time to give it a thought,

SAs H}h bad been interrupted while

- - 'l

cuty be'
he was

¢‘Have you lived long at Bslfield Abbey 1"

“Five years.”

Mrs, Marrable, the housekeeper was next
, pllu,lnﬂi;ﬂlﬂj’!“ﬂl
She gave a
elnotte, as she took

She was very

¢"Tt looks rather like an old rng.”

"¢ It is a rug. I think you have seen that
rug before.” - ,
*‘ T can’t call it to mind.”
¢ ] fear you must have a bad memory,
Mrs. Marrable. Did you ever miss a carpet
or rug of any kind out of one of the Abbey
bedrooms ?”

Again Mra, Marrable looked at Melnotte,
the detwctive, and by the nervous action of
her fingers it might be inferred that she
longed to inflict personal injury upon his
imperturbable countenance. -
‘I may have been foolish enough to talk
some of my nonsense to spies and eaves-
droppers,’ she said acrimoniously, ‘“but as
or a carpet out of a house
'whar’e there's nothing but honest servante

*“Mrs, Marrable, was there or was there
not a Persian rug missing
field’s bedroom on the t wentieth of August?”
asked th- sandy-whiskered gentleman severe-
ly. *“ Remember, if you please, that youn
are on your oath. - :

out of Mrs, Bel-

Mr. Marrable hesitated, looked piteously

] did miss a Perefan rag.”

¢ Can you tell me the pattera of that rug?”
‘¢ [t was something of a piue pattern.”
“If you will be good emough to look

closer at the rug on the table, I thiak you
will gee that it is a pine prttern.”

“ It is too muech discolored for me to

make ou’ anythiug about it.”

““Youn are underrating your own intelli-
Pray look at the rug apain. Now,
you

“No.”

‘ Then perhap3i you will admic that it is
the same rugz? _
fact ot which you are convinced is perjury.”

Romember that to deny a
¢ I believe it is the rug.”

¢ That will do.” i} '
The brief winter day had closed in some

time before the enquiry had arrived at this
tage ; and the coroner now

adjournment of the inquest to
the development of fresh evidence,

tea the
ve time for

“The case is a very painful ome, gentle.

men,” he said, ‘‘an exceptionally painful one,
acd I should be sorry if anything were done
in a harried >r precipitate manner. I believe
that upon
that this enquiry should be adjourned until
next Friday, when we will meet again in
this room at the same hour as we met to-day.
The interment of the remains of that un-
happy lady whose fate we are here to inves-
tgga.ta. can be proceeded with in the mean-
time.” .

every consideration it will be best

It was some time before the room was
jury, reportars, and

isperse. They

together by a door near the end of

the crowd. -

was waiting
She epoke no word until after the

“What, mother 1"
‘E:‘i‘!: true that he came to -the Abby that
“Yes, it is true,” :

¢ Oh, God ! And you swore that he was not
tnere,”

“I perjured myself—tosave him. Iknew

* You tried to save him—that means that

he is guilty—that—he killed her,” sobbed
Lady Belfield in broken snatched of speech.

Adrian was silent . for some momentas,

ble to keep the fatal truth

thinki deliberating i l
o nsh;l;plr. ting with himself
from his mo

inevitably be h'an%ht
| hope left was that Valentine might escape

« Mother, I have striven to kee
have sworn > this

for ever

; unflinchingly,

! - oW

ttle closer.

gid with

I did not know that’

himturn.

in front of the Abbey, a

rear of the carriage.
T'wo men alig

officer.

“D> you recognise anything upon that placed her in the care of her maid. who was
table ?” asked the Coroner. waiting in the hall to receive her. Then he

*No, sir.” - went back to the poroh, and confronted the

‘“ Look again, if yon There is | jatective. _ :
something there which yon have seen before. | ¢ T am sorry to appear upon an unpleasant
Perhaps you had better put on gour specta- | grrand, Sir Adrian,” Melnotte, *1I

have a warrant for your arrest as accesso

too serious a ¢

ford without loss of time.”

room.
may say—"

am not going to say anything, except that

ing a detectivs into my house as my

“ Colonel Deverill’s
may excuse some laxity in a point of eti-
quette.”

‘]t was more than a

your name is Melnotte,”

““My name is Markham. I bore her Ma-
jeaty’s commission before I joined the de-
tective police, Sir Adrian.

be driven to the gaol in your carriage, sir,
or will you allow me to drive you in my gig?
Thompson can walk back.” _

“ I may ‘as well go in your gig. It is too
dark for anyone to recogmise me; and for
the matier of that, avarybmify in Chadford
will know where I am before to-morrow
morning. Be good enough to wait while I
give an order to my servant.”

T e detective waited, taking care not to
let Sir Adrian out of his sight during the
brief delay.

Adrian ordered a valise to be packed with
the necessary changes for an absence of three
or four days, and then sat down at a table
in the hall to write to his mother, while
Markham stood in front of the fire, warmin
his back and admiring the stately ol
paunelled hall and vaulted roof. |

"It was a difficult letter to write, and

Adrian could think of only one form of
consolation. “* My arrest may make my
 brother's escape easier,” he wrote, *‘They
cannot find any direct evidence against me,
and on reflaction, I balieve it will be
impossible to bring any conclusive proof
against Valentine, Put your trust in
Providence, dear .mother, and hope for the
passing of the dark hour. My heart is less
heavy than it was under ths burden ot an
intolerable secret.”
An hour later his mother was sitting by
hia side in the gloomy-looking room which
he lwu privileged to enjoy in Chadford
gaol,

“ My poor Adrian, it is so hard that you
should suffer—you, who are innocent—who
would have savel yoar brother's good name
had he only been guided by you. It is very

hard.”

““ I can bsar it, mother. I would bear
more for your sake. Would to God it had
been possible for me to pay the penalty of

my brother's crime. I would have done as

much willingly—for ycur sake.”
(TO BE CONTINUED,)

_ Sensible Eduoation.

The time has fortunately arrived when
children are not merely crammed with book
lore, but are provided with occupations for
training the hand and eye. While we are
watching the outcome of our own kinder-
garten methods, it becomes interesting to
glance back over something more than a
.century, at the training aciorded a French
family of royal blood.

The Dac and Duachesse de Chartres ap-
pointed Madame de Genlis governess of
| their four chi th» eldest.of whom was
Lounis Phili _
Frenoh. These children were not only
taught the regulation branches of education,
but were given practical instruction in man-
ual labor. Madame de Genlis writes :

“I had a  turning-machine put into my
ante-chamber, and in recreation hours all
the children, as well as myself, learned to
I thus acquired with them all the
trades. in which s is mnot required,
pocket-books and

gause,

drove rapidly
round the gravel sweep and pulled up in the

hted from the gig. One of
them was Melnotte, the deteotive, and in
the other Sir Adrian recognized a local police

~ He took no notice of the two men until he
had assisted his mother into the house, and

Having sl b
to the murder of Mrs. Helen Belfield. Itril; B oDt away the night hogry

to admit of bail, so I
muet requeast you to accompany me to Chad-

¢ You mean to Chadford goal, I suppose?”
Yes. You will be treated there with all
respect, and accommeodated with a private
I must warn you that anything you

““You may save yourself the trouble, I

I consider that Colonel Deverill has been
guilty of an ungentlemanlike action in bring-
guest.”
position as a father

point ot etiquette ;
it was a point of honour, Mr. Melnotte—if

ecessity com-
pels men to adopt strange trades. Will yon

to the top of a hill—the

to turn aod steer for the magnifi
of Vaila Sound. To reazh this haven wa,
however, no easy matter, for though the fid
and what air there was favoured us, tht
mist had completely shrouded the comst
As we peared the shore every eye Wil
straioed to catch the first glimpee of t
breakers, woich a strong tide and bew
ground swell made considerable. We head
the dull, heavy, contiauous, sonnd, but
see mnothing,
descried the white foam line, !:ml; on CAl-
tionsly approaching it we found it to be ool
a long stream of froth, which, likea river of
soapsuds, stretched ouf into the sea.

the appearance
:::-I if a%ﬂa h%raf curtaln was Im::lfi I:
continuously li
roar of the surge had a dull, deaden ko
that seemed to have no connection Wi

long grey
d:ngnad in

hue and uniform movemeots, the
like thing before us reminded the spestaiar
of i

of the Aurora borealie.
could have coajectared that
were living waves spurned {ato 8prely

hurled from the precipizous !
tremendous sound and tarmot

ous thun ierous uproar.

and see if ye can find wheres

afterwards King of the |
gtare out into the darknees.

out the skipper; bat Magni was
tently atraigi[.lng his eyes that 1018

" we cried after Bil, 3% L)
Eﬁnﬁfd' no t fancy to be v
for our own sake as

minntes, however,

carry them to th
iently to break tﬁﬁ;{iﬂlm
near us in the evening, whey {hhtl oy
time we 8aW herrings canghy pir. 2* fy
Each man held in his hang yhy.s !
dandy” line—a cord fopmie oAl
sinker and half a dezap hooks o
metal, bat Fit-hﬂﬂ.t any bait of Ty
Standing upright in his boat the ? Ry
jerked his line up and dowy in th:hh
thrnm.ni ]'.'I.IE‘ arm npw“d! to ita fll[l 'ﬁ‘
and the herrings, attracted by the 0
hooks, seized them and were o 5 t4Y
or four at a time, with gf::tﬁhh

that the Ccormorants, after ﬁ%
o

2
we awoke in the morni o i
ness that OTHIOg W the conig,

WE LAY MOVELESS oy THE Wy

rocked only by a ground gg .
out from under the mrpanli:rﬁei En

unapproachable headland g ;
and tee hearse-like rock cloge ‘i.;hﬂ divug,

its wind shaking cormorants j]{;t T d
were, only the boat and rocks had b
their relative positions, Daring |;|::m.l
we had advauncad backward wigh t.h:&
of the tide, and were now slowly q -
towards the port we had lefton nhap;-.-'?.
day.

The skipper, a cheery fellow
hitherto put a,gu:-d face on is, teili:gh:;}f

Wa8 sure a brecz: was *“ just comins®
advised us to go back to ]Ranwicm :
for it there, \Ve might be a wesk iy th
sliop, he said, swing backwards anq fy,
wards in the tides, and as we knew Ravig
was very much pleasanter qasarters, thithe
we returued, _

"We had begun to think Foula littls
than fabulous, but during au afternoon wi}
art of Reawici-
there we saw the veritable island, with
its five peaks standing ont with a distins,
ness thatseemed to mock the efforts we by
previously made to reach it. Next moriy
the breeze tempted us jast as it had formery
done, and with much kindnes our b
suggested that as he was about to send s
sloop to Kirkwall, we might take her &
Foula and bring her ba:k again to, if m
found it necessary. Ason the previous di,
we sailed for a time very merrily along, ad
then, as our Irish friends say, it became “u
bad as befors and a great desl wome’
After geSting well out to sea the light breen

chopped round till it was right against o
and as night fell a new diffizalty arose—w:
became enveloped in one of
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