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eldest, tall, dark, and sinewy, bespeaking
his Highland descent in every line of face
and figure ; Archie, the second, short, and
sturdy, fair of hair and blue of eye, the
mother’s boy, as one could see at a glance;
and then the twins, Jim and Charlie, the
joy of the family, so much alike that only

making a mistake ; two of the chubbiest,
merriest, and sauciest youngsters in the
whole of Nova Scotia.

and looking at them now as they all came

cussing something very earnestly, his coun-
tenance glowed with pride and affection.

talking about there ?”
he answered, in quiet, respectful tomes,

asked the Squire, turning to bis eldest son.

Hugh. “The little chaps will only be a
bother tous, and perhaps get themselves
into trouble. We can’t watch them and
and watch our lines at the same time, that’s
ﬂrt-ﬂin,"

ley seconded him with eager eyes. “We'll
be so good.” :

1’1l look after them.”
but the Squiresettled the matter by saying :

and if they prove to be a bother they
need not go again until they are old enough
to take care of themselves,”

mind you, youngsters’—tur ‘ing to the
twins—*‘yon must behave _ st as if you
were at church.”

lake on which Maplebank, the Stewart
House, was situated. Here its superabun-
dance poured ont through a long deep chan-
nel leading to a tumultuous rapid that foam-
ed fiercely over dangerous’rocksbeiore settl-
ing down into good behavior again. The
largest and finest fish were sure to be found
in or about Black Run. Buat then it was
full six m'les away from Maplebank, and

sternsheets, where their elder brother cculd

~ was not at all of a cautious temperament,

of their success. Still, Archie was not con-

- swiitly out as the boat slipped down the

i

YOUNG FOLKS.
IN PERIL AT BLACK RUN.

BY J. MACDONALD OXLEY.
There were four of them—Hugh, the

cheir mother could tell them apart without

Squire Stewart was very prt;mi of his boys,
up from the shore together, evidently dis-

When they drew near he bailed them
with a cheery ¢ Hello, boys ! what are you

Archie’s face was anmawhﬁt clouded as

¢ Hugh and 1 were talking about gnit:ig over
to Black Run for a day's fishing, and Jim
aud Charlie want us to take them too.”

* What do you think about it, Hugh?”

“*Well, is's just this way, sir,” answered

“No, we won't;" pleaded Jim, while Char-

¢*Ob, let them come,”’ interposed Archie.
Hugh still seemed inciined to hold back ;
“Take them with you this time, Hugh,

“All right, sir! We’ll take them. Baut

Black Run was the chief outlet” of the

an expeditivn there required a whole day to
be done properly, so that the Stewart boys
did not get there very often.-

The Saturday to which all four boys were
looking eagerly forward proved as fine as
heart could wish, and after an early break-
fast they started off. Hugh and - Archie
took the oars, the twins curled up on the

keep his eye upon them, and away they
went at a long steady stroke that in two
hours brought ther to their destination. +
“ Where'll be- the best place to anchor,
Hugh ?" asked Archie, as he drew in his
oars, and prepared to throw over the big
stone that wus to eerve them as a mooring,
“ Qut there I guess,” snswered Hugh,
pointing to a spot about fifty yards above
the nead of the run.
"~ ¢ Q0Oh, that’s too far away; we won'v
catch any fish there,” objected Archie, who

¢ Let's anchor just off that point.”

Hugh shook his head. * Too close, I'm
afraid, Archie. The current’'s awfully
%trnn g, you kmow, and we'd be sure to

ﬁft-!' i

“Not a bit of it,” rsisted Archie.
¢ Our anchor’ll hold us all right.

But Hugh was not to be persuaded, and
80 they took np their position where he
had indicated. They fished away basily
for some time, the two elder boys using
rods, and the twins simply hand lines, un-
til a gnodly number of fine fish flappin
about the bottom of the boat gave proo

tent. His heart was sec upon fishing right
at the mouth of the run, for he had a no-
tion that some extra big fellows were to
be caught there, and he continued harping
upou the subjoct until at last Hugh gave
way. . .

¢ All right, Archie. Do as you please,
Here ! I'll take tke oars, and you stand on
the bow, and let the anchor go when you're
at the spot.” :

Delighted at thus gaining his point,
Archie did as he was bidden, and with a
few strong strokes Hugh directed the boat
toward the run. So soonas they approached
she began to feel the influence of the cur-
rent, and Hugh let her drift with it.
Archie was 8o engrossed in picking out the
very best place that he did not notice how
the boat was gathering speed until Hagh
shouted : '

““ Drop the anchor, Archie. What are
you thinking about ?”

Archie was standing in the bow, balancing
the big stone on the gunwale, and the in-

etant Hugh called he tumbled it over. The
strong line to which it was attached ran

run; Then it stopped with a sharp sudden
jerk, for the end was reached, and the stone
had caught fast between the big stones on
the bottom. -
When the jerk came, Archie,

nothing, was standing upright on the bow
thwart, and at once, like a stone from a
catapult, he went flying head-first throngh
the air, striking the water with a loud

Hugh's first impulse was to burst out
.laughing, for he w Archie conld swim

like a seal, and when a moment later, his I

head a above the water, he hailed
him ﬁ:ir: ““Well done, Arch. That was
splendi Come back and try it again,
won’t you?!’ while the twins laughed and
oro over their brother’s amusing per-

formance.
Archie was not|disposed to take a serious
of the matter either, and shouted
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