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YOUNG FOLKS.

ROBERT-HOUDIN, THE FRENCH
MAGIOIASN.

The Carecr of a Comjurer.

In Mr. Henry Hatton'samusing Recollec-
tionsof wlonjurer hedescribes the absurd cos-

tame worn by Professor Anderson, who | astrologer.

oalled himself the ** Wizard of the North.”
This Scotch conjurer, so Mr. Hatton tells us,
donned * a flowing velvet robe which reached
to the ground.” A costume nob unlike this
was worn by many of the conjurers who per-
formed in Europe during the earlier years of
this century, They clad themselves In an
ample robe, set off with the signs of the zo-
diac in gold embroidery, and they affected
an austere demeanor, likely to imfluence an
ignorant audience, and to give ita higher
opinion of their powers. In reality this cum-
brous robe was adopted chiefly because 1ts
abundant folds could be made useful to con
ceal objects which the conjurer wished to
have at his hand ready to a , or to hide
them after he had pretended to make them
Thpmemn magician who stalked before
the andience in the attire of a Chaldean
priest filled his stage with glittering appara-
zus of highly polished brass piled high to-
ward the ceiling, and illaminated by dozens
of candles, while the tables on his stage were
covered with clinging draperies whic fell to
the floor, most convenient for the conceal-
ment of a boy beneath them. Other confed-

. erates were acattered through the audience,

ready to give the performer articles which
were already agreed upon, and for which he
was quite prepared, Under conditions like
these conjuring was mere child's play. In-
deed, there is hardly a trick performed by
the chief copjurers of the end of the last
centary which an American or an English
boy may ndt buy now at the nearest toy-
store for a few cents.

Very different is the performance of one
of the best of modern conjurers. His stage
is furnished like an ordinary parlor ; the
tables are light and they have mo covers;
shere is no gaudy apparatus to distract the
eye ; and the lights on the stage are no more
than they wnnlg be in any other ‘‘set scene, >
The peridormer comes on smiling affably ; his
manner s easy and his talk is often witty ;
ve is clothed in the ordinary evening dress
of a gentleman; he has no confederates
among the audience ; he uses little or no
apparatus, preferring to borrow such articles
as he may need from one or another of the
spectators. There is no suggestion of the
supernatural, and the andience knows that
+ is there to see the pleasant entertainment
of a clever man. x

The change from the old and gloomy con-

| jurer to the bright and lively magician of

more modern times took place about half a
century ag>, under the influence chiefly of a
Frenchman, Robert-Houdin, who was the
most ingenious, inventive, and gkillful con-
jurer that ever lived. :

Jeéan Eugene Robert was born at Blois, in
France, in 1805. His father was a watch-
maker, and the son inherited a gift for me-
chanical construction which grew with his
years. At school he made elaborate wooden
works set in motion by a captive mouse.
Later, when he was placed in the office of a
notary; he took possession of & hugh bird-
cage there, and  so arranged 1t that all the
birds had to work for their living, pulling
up buckets from a well when they wanted to
drink, hauling up little wagons of seed when
they were hungry, and opening and closing
smaller interior cages as they hopped from
one carefully balanced perch to another. At
home he arose before his father every morn-
ing for nearly six months to work secretly
at the watch-maker’s beneh in a successiul
effort to reproduce a mechanical spuff box
which his father had once to repair. By dint
of hard labor, the boy at last finished the
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again the sleights and effects handed down
from their ecessors, .

Robert-Houdin determined to appear with
a ccmplete programme of abaolutely new
tricks, and to perform them in a manner
quite as novel. He gave up the glittering
& tus with its double-bottomed boxes.
ﬁe gave up the tables with falling cloths,
under which an assistant might be conceal-
ed. He gave up the fantastic robe of the
He gave up the use of con-
federates. He determined to appear asa
gentleman, on a stage arrapged in imitation
of a parlor; with no obvious apparatus, and
he was resolved to descend to mo low
jokes or cheap personalities,
bound strictly by the rules of good taste.

- Having at last perfected his programme,
he opened a tiny little theatre—now torn
down—in one of the galleries of the Palais
Royal. This was in 1845. He was instant-
ly successful, and for seven years he con-
tinued to give his Soirees Fantastiques, as he
called them. The little theatre which he
founded, although no longer in the same
place, exists to this day, and still bears the
name of Robert-Houdin as its highest re-
commendation to the attention of those
seeking entertainment. Butu Robert-Hoa-
din did not confine his exertions to his own
theatre ; he travelled throughout France,
and during the tronblous times following
1848 he crossed the Channel and performed
in London and in the chief towns of Eog-
land, appearing before Queen Victoria, as
he had earlier appeared before King Louis
Philippe. - .

It is not too much to say that most of the
best tricks now performed by the conjurers
of to-day were invented by R>bert-Houdin.
Among these were the crystal clock and
bell, which marked and struck the hour any
spectator might call for ; the feat of produc-
ing from a silk handkercbiet several bowls
of water with gold.fish swimming about in
them ; the aerial suspension of & child by a
single cane resting on a footstool ; the inex-
hanstible bottle, from which any wine or li-
quor asked for was poured out immediately ;
the shower of money, which the performer
caught in the air, and with which he half
filled a hat ; the crystal casket, a glass box
swinging in the air, into which mar ed coins
were most mysteriously passed ; and above
| all, and most marvellous of all, the strange
and inexplicable feat which is called se-
cond-sight.

So successtul were Robert-Houdin’s per-
formances that he was able to retire early,
and to devote himself thereafter to experi-
ments in mechanics and in electricity. . His
later inventions were almost as useful as his
earlier had been amusing. In 1856 the
French E:varnment, desirous of proving to
| the Arabs of Algeria that the wizards of
Africa were hopelessly inferior to the magi-
cians of France, [begged Hobert-Houdin to

o. Onhis return to France he wrote hisauto-
biographv, of which there is an Eaglish trans-
lation. Then he composed two books on
the art of modern magic. which owed more
to him than to any one else; these have
been admirably Enghliahed by Professor
Hoffman. In 1871, when he was sixty-five
years old, he died at his house near Blois,
which he had fitted up with the most extra
ordinary variety of electrical devices.

S a

Curiosities of Magnetism.

Most well-informed people are doubtless
aware that the globe on which they live is a
grea.t ball of magnetism, but comparatively
ew have an adequate idea of the influence
this property is centinually exerting on all
gides, that many common but inexplicable
phenomena can be traced directly to this
source. Statistics go to show that in the
matter of steel rails, as mapy as thirteen will
become crystallized and break where they go
to make up a rai‘road track running east and
west before oce of those on a north and south
track is similarly affected. This is entirely
due to the magnetism generated by friction,

mechanism. On thetop of this snuff-box there
was a picture of a wood ; when a 8pring was
touched, a tinyflittle rabbit ran on and beg
to nibble by the way-side, then’a man and
a dog appeared ; the man raised his gun and
fired at the rabbit, which fled, followed by
the dog. :

The elder Robert was at last convinced by
this and other like traits that his son had a
bent for mechanical work which it was use-
less to resist, and young Robert was sllowed
to devote himself to his chosen trade. In
this he rapidly perfucted himself. He went
to Paris in 1830, where he met and married
Mademoiselle Houdin, whose name he added
to his own, as is not nnusual in France. At
the Exhibition of 1839 M. Robert-Houdin
was awarded a silver medal for his mechani-
cal ingenuity. He devised the figure of a
man seated as a table, and capable of writ-
ing the answer to any question ; and in his
delightful autobiography he gives a pleasant
acconnt of his exhibition of this figure to the
King Louis Philippe.

A true automaion is & figure which moves)

and the fact that the polarity of the mag-
netic current is in the former instance re-
sisted in the headlong rush of the train,
whereas in the latter case it is andisturbed.
Another strange effect of this peculiarand
occult force is that exerted on the watchea
of trainmen. A timepiece carried by the
conductor running a train 20 miles an hour,
however accurate it may be, will, if the
speed of the train is increased to, say, 50
miles, become useless until regulated. The
magnetiem generated by the flight of a train
way be said to be in proportion to the speed
with which it is propelled, and the delicate
of a watch, numbering all the way
from 400 to 1,000 pieces, and peculiarly sus-
cept-ble to this influence by reason of the
hammering and polishing they have receiv-
ed, are not slow to feel the effect.

% -
Destination About the Same.
¢ My friend,” he said to a young man
who ‘bore signs of dissipation, ‘‘do you
realize that the road you are following leads

up. Such are the mechanical dolls we see

¢ Er—well, yes, sir,”

of its own accord after having been wound l eventually to death 2"

in toy-stores—the dolls which walk or
swim, or beat a drum. Robert-Houdin’s
figures were not true automata, as the deli-
cate mechanism he had devised mneeded to
be guided by a secret signal from him. His
antomaton writer could write the answer to
any question, so it was asserted, and the
spectator could see the letters of the reply
as they were formed by the pen the

held in his hand. Bat it was Robert-Hou
din who made the mental selection of-
the given answer out of a variety of pos
gible replies, any one of which the machine
had been constructed to write. He had
prepared answers which would fit any ques-
tion—like the responses of the Delphic
oracle—and after receiving a question he
secretly set the machinery to. work on the
answer he thought most appropriate.

Not unlike this was another so-cslled
automaton of Robert-Houdin’s, representing
a bakery, inside which several pastry-cooks
were to be scen at work, one of whom came
out of the door, as though to take orders,
and then went in again, returning immedia-

. tely with the cake of the kind which the riage,

spectator had asked for. Insome respects
this was the prettiest of all Robert-Houdin’s
automata ; certainly it was.the one which
¢ took the cake.”

While he was devising and making these
mechanical figures, Robert-Houdin was
steadily perfecting himself in the practice
of conjuring, and he was inventing absolute-
]y new feats as ingenious as any of his auto-
mata. He had thoroughly mastered the
uﬁr!:ry of every conjurer then before the

He knew the secret of every start-

¢ Aye, 1t leads eventuﬂly to death ! And
do you know where the road of sobriety and
virtae leads to ?” _
ﬂ;¥“' gir; that leads eventually to death,
Brantford.

‘A Remark He Couldn't put up With.

¢¢ Hello, Duackley, you’re looking up to-
day. What's the matter? Made a ten-
strike in Ophir or something like that, eh ?”

‘¢ No, sir ; I have asserted my manhood
and am glorying in it. I've thrown up my
jﬂb." =

¢ You don’t say. How was that ?”

¢ Well, sir, the boss made a remark to
me which I won'’t stand from any man and
work for him thereafter.”

¢ Gracious I ** What did he say 1"

« He said, * Your services are no longer
r&qﬁrﬂﬂ.’ ] i

A Very Absent-Minded Husband.

¢ Why, it was only a week after our mar-
while walking arm in arm, my hus-
band so far forgot himself, as t> imagine
he had an extremely heavy bundle under
ander his arm, and off a newaboy six-
pence to carry it for him.”

¢ ¢ But war’s your bundle, mister,’ the lit-
tle fellow in And will you believe
it, Nathaniel deliberately banded me over
to_the smali boy, and I was so mortified—"

Her voice was drowned by the orchestra.

A handful of wood ashes lhmllli be scatter-

W. DURAXST.

E:gﬁickwhinhhad been shown up to that
time He had acquired a dexterity at loast
equal to that of the finest performers of the
day, most of whom were content to borrow

from each other, and to repeat again

ed around each black cane. Thne pot-
ash of the ashes iz net ynfuﬁﬁm,%nt
;“ﬁlﬁzumiulmﬂqnnnm-ﬁl,um

protect against some kinds of
gnmmmmmmqm.

and | ?V- 1t should be applied early in the season.

o over and show the Algerians what hecould

The greatest thoughta iﬁ fiercest garden
The poet leaves, to all save him, unknown.

The greatest harmonies which music rears,

In genius wrapped, ne’er falls upon our ears.

| Most wondrous pictures, shadowing all the
rest, .
| Unpainted, dwell within the artist’s breast,

Yoar wife's most cutting words when you're
in bed—

I Well, ‘no, they’re not the -ones she. leaves

unsaid !

A Smart Son-in Law.

“Re , you shall not speak mit dot
Moses Levi once. more.”

¢ Oh, fadder, you preak'mine heardt. Ve
vos almost engaged. Vy shall I not shpeak
of him?”’ -

¢ He haf sold mea paste dismond fora
shenuine shtone.”

¢ Oh, fadder, dot shouldt recommend him.
If he can fool a vise man like you vata for-
tune he haf in der chewelry piziness.”

¢t Yell, Rebecca, you vas schmarder as I
thovght. Get married ven you like, and I
shall go into bardnership with mine son-in-
law.”

e ——

Why He Couldn’t Find the Kﬁyhula.

Wife (with her head out of the second-
story window to husband at front door)—
¢ Can’t you find the keyhole, Henry ~

Henry (doubtfully)—** No, m’ dear. You
mush ’ve took ’tup stairsh w.z you. |

Surprising Ignorance.
Little Topey—Unc. Rastus, wha—what
makes dat yaller dog o’ yourn growl so

when he’s gnawin’ er bone?

Uncle tus—Gwine away, chile, Ise
s'prised at yo’ ig'runce. Dat dog am er
quarrellin’ wif his food.

The Vagaries of Women. -

Countryman (to grocer)—Gimme some
s0ap. |
rocer—Yes, sir ; what kind ?

Countrymaa—Well, soft soap is good.

'nough fer me; but I'm a married man,
mister, an’ when a woman makes up her
mind to put-on style there’s no stoppin” her.
Gimme a bar of hard soap. :

Speed Out of the Question.

~ Counsel (impatiently to witness)—Can’t
you speak a little faster, Uncle Rastus?
Witness—Didn't'I swa’ to tell de trai,
de whole truf, an’ nuffin but de truf?
Counsel—Yes, yes.
Witness—Den lse got ter go slow.

Time to Close Up.

She was sitting in the parlor with her
beau when the old man came down stairs
and opened the front door.

¢ Surely, paps,”’ she said, ‘‘ you are not
going out at this late hour?”

+¢ Merely to untie the dog,” he replied.

¢* Well, MisaClara,” said the young man,
reaching for his hat. ‘I think I will say

good night.” -
The Place to Trade.
Stranger (o tailor)—You've got a nice.
stock of goods here. -

Tailor (rubbing his his hands)—There's
nosthing like it this side of the Atlantic
Ocean, sair.

Stranger —I’ve been told that your prices
are about right, too.

Tailor—Yes, sir; the price I put ona
suit of clothes is a great injustice to my
wife and family. Now, there isa line of
spring and summer of my own impor-
tation, and I paid cabin passage rates to get
'em here. That diagonal, the manufacturer
assures me, was made exclasively for the
Prince of Wales, and only got into my lot
by mistake, He offered me big money to
get the goods back for fear of international

complications. -
Stranger—You don't say 80

Tailor—Yes, sir. But I laughed at him.
When I get hold of a good thing it goes to
a customer every time if I lose money on it.
I s'pose you will wanta nice, stylish spring
suit, and then something for warm weather ?

Stranger—N-no. I guess not this morn-
ing. I was trying to get out of the way of
a milk wagon too suddenly a few moments
ago, and I want to get a suspender button
sewed on, . : |

Half Dog.

Snooks—* Hello, Injun, where did you
you get the dog?” .

Indian—** Me bought him.”
Snooks—** What is he ?”
Indian—*¢ Him half collie.” '
Snooks—** Half collie ? Whatis the other
half ?*
Indian—** Ugh ! Other half dog.”

To Be 8hucned.

Lambrequin—*¢ There is Brown crossing
the street ; let us turn down here and get
out of his way."”

Robinson—** What’s the matter, do yon
owe him anything ?” -

Lambrequin—** No, but he has just got
back from a week’s fishing excursion.’’

Calm Advice.
Enraged Husband—** Maria, I can endure

this existence no longer. I am going to blow
my brains out !” Vs

Wife (calmly)—* Don't ltt-ml:rt it, John.
You have never had any success in firing at
small targets.” %

Abstemious to a Fault. S
¢ Are you drinking much now, Colonel ?”

he l;{ka&.
““No,"” responded the Cclonel; *‘ 1 haven't
touched a drop since nine o’clock this morn-

ing.”
w.ml'mmadiu Qnﬁnlly; |
s Edith, did Mr. Lamb-equin make
you an offer of his hand last night 7* - ..

‘ No, mamma ; he’s so ou Kk 5503

his arm, so far.,”" "~ -

_USES OF STRAWBERRIES.

STRAWBERRY PrEsERVES.—In answer to
G.M.L,t reserve strawberries have them
ked on a clear day when the dew is off.
ull them, placing only the largest separ-
ately on & tﬁlh and the inferior ones in a
basin. Allow a pound of powdered
sugar to each und of fruit. Take the
over-ripe and inferior ones, mash them and
put them with than%u over a slow fireand
let them heat gradually so that all the heat
may run out. Sift half the sugar over the
large berries and the other put in &
porcelain kettle with the juice of the berries
that have been boiling strained through a
bag, and boil and skim it until the scum
ceases to rise. Then add the sugar, juice
and large berries to this'and let it just come
£o a boil—not boil over—when set it off the
fire. When they get entirely cold repeat
this cooking process seyeral times. When
the berries look perfectly clear take them
out of the syrup and place them on dishes
separately, and let them get perfectly,cold.
Boil the syrup quickly for three minutes
and let it get cool, then add the berries, &
few at & time, and put them away in air
tight cans. To bekept in a cool dark place.

STRAWBERRY JAM.—Take equal parts, by
weight, of large fine strawberries and crush-
‘ed sugar. Mash them and add them to the
sngar. Let stand until the ar and berries
are somewhat mated when set them
over the fire and stir them continually with
a silver spoon. It should be done in half sn
hour. Put in tumblers with paper, dipped
in the white of egg, under tin covers. '

I think * G. M. L.” will find the following
all that could be desired : For strawberry

reserve pro as follows : Pick the fruit
E:wury dry weather, and take care to have
it perfectly sound and ri Weigh it, and
to each pound of fruit allow an equal quan-
tity of sugar—loaf sugar, broken into small

ieces. Place the berries in layers in a

ge bowl, sprinkling the sugar freely be-
tween each layer, and allow them to stand
over night ; next day put the whole, very
gently, into a clean preserving pan, and

ing slowly to a boil. Shake the pan
glightly from time to time, and pass a wood-
en spoon round about the outer edge, to
prevent the fruit sticking and burning, but
do not stir the berries, as they are not to
be broken on any account. Carefully re-
move any scum that may rise to the surface,
and continue to boil, very gently, for 20
minutes. At the end of that time, drain
the berries and put them into strong glass
jars, filling the jars two-thirds full. Now
measure the liquid, and to each pint add
half a pint of rea currant juice and 4 ounces
of sugar. Return the whole to the .pre-
serving pan—not the berries, of course,—
and boil slowly until a spoonful of the juice,
'%I;t upon a plate, will ‘“set” or jelly.

hile still hot, fill up the jars with the
juice, and when quite cold tie down and
store in the usnal way.

It is often a puzzle to housewives to know
how red currant juice—which is used in the
concoction of such a large number of super-
ior dessert and other di.lﬁ'ﬂl‘_"-m best be ob-
tained. For their help I fiva the best
method : The juice, not only of red cur-
rants, but of all similar fruit, may be most
effectually extracted in the following simple
manner. Take very ripe fruit, cartfu]ljly
strip the stalks from them and put the ber-
ries or currants intoa jar. Cover this close-
ly and set it to stand in a saucepan of boil-

-ing water. Keep the water boiling gently,
and as the juice exudes pour it off, cover
the jar again and continue boiling, or sim-
mering until no more juice can be extracted.
If this juice is boiled with an allowance of
halt a pound of sugar (loaf) to every pound
of liquid it will keep good for a considerable
time, It should be put into perfectly dry
glass bottles and be tightly corked

sealed. -

For strawbeiry jam, choose the fruit care-
fully ; let it be ripe, but not too ripe or the
jamr becomes insipid. Pick the berries and
discard all that are in the slightest dezree

‘decayed ; weigh them, and to every four

pounds allow three pounds of sugar. Put
the fruit into the preserving pan first, and
boil it as gently as possible until the berries
begiu to fall, then add the lufu——lunf sugar
broken up small, but not powdered—and con-
tinue boiling, still gently, until a little of
the jam, when put upon a plate, stiffens
sufficiently. Stir constantly and remove
every particle of scum that boils to the top.
A pint of red currant juice put to every
four pounds of fruit will be fourd an im-
mense improvement. WWhen the jam has

‘boiled long enough, pour it into jars, and

when quite cold, cover in the .sual
and store in a cool, dry place.

" In case neither of the above receipta is
just what G. M. L. requires, I subjoin an-
other method of making strawberry preserve
—a well teated, reliable method, which is
used both in England and Scotland, Take
sound, ripe fruit, pick it carefully and

it with a wooden epoon through a rather
coarse sieve. Weigh the pulp, and to every
pound allow an equal weight of loaf sugar.
Boil the sugar untl it has attained what is
known by confectioners as the fourth degree
—that is, when a teaspoonful dropped into
very cold water will instant!ly harden—then
add the pulp. Stir it  over the fire till it
reaches boiling point, then itis done enough.
Pour the preparation—which is most deli-
cious—into glass jars, or wide-mouthed
bottles, ard finish off in the ordinary way.

way,

—— i

Art Dealer (decanting on the virtnmes of
the picture)—** You will observe. sir, that
the &rﬂrinf is free, that—" Agriculturitt
—¢ Well, if the drawin’ is free, an’ ycu
don’t tax me too much fer the frame, b’gosb,
I'll take it.” - '

Mies Vassar (just graduated with high
honors)—** I declare it's too provoking.
Here we've been out three days, and
watched, and haven’t seen one yet.” The
doctor (gallantly)—*‘It is too bad. Now
just tell me what you are loo for,
and—" Miss Vassar—* Why, the of
latitude and longitude, to be sure, 1 have
always wondered how the ships
them—or is it under them. It is puzzling.”

A wild looking man ng a rifle
went to the house ef H. M. Gid noar
Seattle, the other day. Mrs, Giddings was
alone with her two children, a of 14
udnhut{.oill'.ud,ﬂnrmndn ¢ Appeéar-
ance of the man, locked the back door and
tried to escape l:gtha front door. But the
man met them there amd struck at them

..wiﬁﬁuﬂf?:uﬂuwdup the attack,
: hyﬁﬁhﬁh‘lr o got
sent a ball

~he made off, and d beach,
S hers e anined oo long, that 10

but was stopped
father's rifle and
h the man’s leg. At this

. that Mrs, Gid-

loaf

got over:

' country.

Up-Btains and popy

For WixDows,—A

““ takes hold” of th good g
makes the cleanirg Df:.i‘:;u:;.‘ &y

com
H‘Eh&h:

7z

p“‘ti?&l e : r
add a little j;m:q{ni.,h;?“
clear water and wash "Filll'..f?i:& &
wring it as dry.as poasit in t'ln?ﬁ"-
with. 1t is eaaly done ; themi® vy
shining glass _free from lint, Temult s, g
REARRANGING. -— In hopge ’

need not put the samg :1. '
same old places always, ﬂdh"hm?:
a picture, or some minor gp:. Y © oy
decoration, and =o alter the 13:‘" of uye *
and yet not disturb the mmjnnh ol lhmnl
as would be the case if grang FE“T@:,
mcved from its favorite wi_ud?n%'ﬂt
from the lamp and bu.uk.ﬂmﬂw’ OF fathyr,
So1LED FINERY.—Neat fie s
modest means are not willip ;um! o
articles I:: I:heir dining or 8 h;*mm
cannot undered, § T8 Whigh
bed spreads are well gm:lhn ollet sety 3y

be renewed if soiled, hutg’h whiTEt;‘?ﬂu

pleasant to the sight than oWy lingy

. LAUNDERING CURTAINS.—N

to wash Holland shades if thlg:g Sy
of sending them to a laundry fmm“:‘
dom look as well when done a.t'h.;.m “"1'
washing shades, first put thep E'thnh.h
boiled starch, dry and then Wring they
of thin cold starch. Roll them g 3
and set aside a short while, then ml e,
ing at the raw end, iron for about lmimm?
length across the shade until perfect] mim
Tack to the roller, after turning {n J
edge, and roll the dry part upon it, .:;E:
tinue ironing, a short piece at a time, 4y
rolling it up until the whole is dope, E’I
ing shades in this way will keep tham{rr:;
creasing, and if done carefully they will p,.
pull away, which is the general fanlt wt:;

they are done up at home, b
fectly straight. ¥ fin s

FLOOE PAINT.—It seems that any wly
containing white lead is injurious to wiod
floors, rendering them softer and more lish:
to be worn away. Painta containing minen)
colors only, without white lead, such as .
low ochre, sienna, or Venetian or Indix
red, have no such tendency to act upon the
floor, and may be used with safety, Tuis
quite agrees with the practice commonis
this country of painting kitchen floors wit:
yellow ochre or raw umber or sienpa, Al
thu:gh these colors have little body com
pared with a white lead paint, and need
several coats, they form an excellent ard
very durable covering for the floor,

i

GREENLAND'S ICY MOUNTAIK.

What the Sclentific Explering Expeditios
frem Copenhagen Hopes to Accomplhk,

The expedition which started out receatly
from Copenhagen to explore the interior
Greenland may not commend itself to pope-
lar interest as those which have made the
mysterious and ever interesting North Pole
toe object of their ambition, but scientifi:
ally it is destined to become quite as impor.
tant ; and the more so because the undertai-
ing, though great, is still moderate evough
allow ofa slight hope of success. Theex
pedition has been equipped in Christians,
and is under the leadership of Mr. Nausn,
carator et the Museum at Bergen. Heba
tor his associates three or fcur Norwegia
athletes, well trained in snow-shoeing. They

will sail first to Issafjord in Iceland, whe

a sealer under the command of Capt. o acod-
gen, an old arctic skipper, will take them ¥
the east coast of Greenland. Starting ol

| from the uninhabited and bleak east coast is

something new for Greenland - explorin?
parties. Former expeditions have i&rud
out from the more acceseible west coast, ard
have pre:sed into S

THE ICY INTERIOR

in an easterly or northeasterly directio 2
The disadvantage of this has been that the
parties were constantly going farther and
further away from the inhabited portion®
the Continent, and the temptation to retu
out of the wilderness of icy mountsios by
been too t to overcome. )
Mr. Nansen will reverze ihe operation
He will land at onee in the wilderness, &
his ‘only motto then can be, “ Cross of
die.” Such a view of thesituation cannot b
entertaining to a small party get down ona
uvinhabited coast, but the s?ntlmmt_ﬂl
¢ apoes or die " will hold out a kind of pbil>
sophical encouragement which must be verY
useful in expeditions of that characker
The hopes that Mr. Nansen has of b'mi
able to traverse the nnknows mm*;
reach a place of safety on the west ﬂﬂth“
fore winter seem reasonable. His party .
undergone a thorough training mndmhl'i
the snowy mountains of Norway, &0
shown themselves capable Of ous
ing winter tours. J ;
trrTﬂfm has been much npoqnlmnnﬂniﬂf
interior of this continent, which H““'d“'klt !
jold calls the ‘ Northern Sahara. T

has been advanced by Gen. Greely 8%
that there is an open country mEhe inter1of;
at times free from sMOW and Ice
really _
ENCHANTING FIELD OF DISCOVERY -

ia offered to Mr, Nansen in annthi o
Greenland was discovered In the § These
by the Icelandic or Norse hh_ngl;] g the
pioneers founded several colonies 8. s
east.as well as west coast. :
covered in 1834 on the west coast, :d: ﬂm:ﬂﬂ
the date of 1136, show tha*; these £ oy
erected boundary pillars as
50. %h-.t has heguma of these a:dtﬂﬂg"f;
also spoken of often in the Jcelandi®
where it is told that in the vear Ops s
fiest Bishop of Greenland, Erik ke
an Icelander undertook & Christis ﬂ"""nd Vio
to the then established Norse oulﬂ::h -
land, or a partof what js now Ma ey b
Ocher traves of this hardy pet?I'1IIr jght ©
discovered which can throw 2 :j:.mt. The
the early hissory of this :.:inn o
possibility, at least of such uﬁ:ﬂ g
make Mr. Nansen's ¢xped
interest. Several futile lthumw ioto 8*

revious te this century 0 ad

terior, and a few have been = of
the last fifty years. The mur:mﬂ#?“:b:i
these were the two ;ttemptlnd e M
H.ﬂrﬂmkiuld. In the g6Cc0 hile mw
to get inland seventy mil fn ond
on snowshoes, went fifty miécl& The %

dl anow yeod
P during their maroh they st o
flying nurimrd led Hﬂrﬂﬂf" ilm o
tgnt_ somewhere not far ©
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CHAPTER XXXIV.—(CONTINUED.)

too ftrue thﬂt. as he b

B Eﬂ ollljl’ Savelli had been the cu

mids s, having become one of

of “H* b,r"‘plﬂllﬂt vices, and the brez
#ﬁ‘-:’-ﬂkﬂ h‘d been not ﬂl.'i_l‘f ata t
5:‘ but, to & man in_his half-bl

P':l;a condition, the actual loss of
sod I8 on whom he had depended wasa [
porsod Dr. Brownlow, however, koew
o servant just set at libertv
& B"’Eith of an invalid mster, and promis
thlﬂlld him on tﬂal: . . P
10 B was & day of agitations and disappoi
Is a sample of many that were to {
#“'!hm was not a sound of a bell t

Iu‘l’-ﬂt make anxious hearts throb. A

gd: how many Were spent on vain repos

sympathy by acquaintar
ﬂmﬁuulli:t;{ﬂym% :iagt&rrﬂnuld not s
m notes of inquiry or condolence
Nuttie had to answer.
Anpaple came and was a great help @
t to her. Poor nurse, oblivious
H;rd foot, or perhaps, willing to W
e on it as the cause of all
s iof, had insisted on continuing

in the morning under all the tho
snd rhododendrons where she thought
jear lamb might have hidden and cried h
wlf to sleep, and ab last had been brou
in a cab quite worn out and desp
But the screaming baby proved to
N much better -comforter to her than ¢
gount of reasonable argument. 1o soc
15, 0 anderstand what ailed it, to find s
sble food for it, was an occupation w
made the suspense less intolerable.
very handling of an intant would have b
cwogenial ; and & gsickly, crying one
only too interesting. Villie was
near her darling's age to be a wele
sight, but he was already a prime
with the servants at Springfield ;
Annaple, secure that her children were
safe and experienced hands, and overflow
with motherly sympathy for the grev
loss, was ready to devote herself to Nut
whether by talk, by letter writing, or
geeing inquiring friends. She did not
pect to be of any use to Mr. Egremont, ¥
bad always held aloof from and disli
« the giggling Scotch girl,” but ‘who ¢
ily wandering at an unexpected t
into the rocm where she was sitting v
his daughter, and presently was involve
their conversation. Whether it was
sbeence of the poor familiar, or that Ar
e was no longer a giggling girl, b
ve cheerful wife and mother, it was
tain that he found the same comfort
in her presence as did Nu
Vhen fits of restless misery and des
precsed hardest upon him, 1t was soon
ceived that Annaple’s cheerful tact ena
her to deal with him as no one else coulc
There was the restraint of courtesy tow
ber, such as had worn out towards
dsughter, and besides her sanguine opti
spirit never became 80 depressed as
Nuttie's. Mark went by daj
his work, but came back to dine a
uncle’s, hear the reports, and do wha
oould for him ; and meantime Annaple ¢
the chief part of the day in aiding N
and Mr. Egremont, while her baby r
showed signs of improvement in nt
keeping. And so the days went on, 1
endeavour was made to trace
child, but with no result but bitter ¢
pointment. Twice, strayed children, yo!
than Alwyn—one sven a girl—were br
as the lost boy, and the advertisement:
freit in more than one harassing and !
less correspondence with wretches whe
fessed to be ready to restore the chil
promises of absolute secrecy, and su
money sent beforehand, with all sorts!
cautions against interference from the |

The first cf these created great excite
and the pursuitv was committed to Mr.
ton. When it proved abortive, Mr.
mont’s dimpgaintment and anger were
and he could not be persuaded that a!
not the fault of Mr. Dutton’s suspicio
precaution in holding back the mone
.could any one persuade him that.it wa
imposture, When another ill-writter
matical letter arrived, he insisted t
was from the sime quarter, and
Breadbent conduct the negotiations
the result that after considerable sur

n paid in circuitous fashions, the
was directed toa railway arch whe
would be ited, and wb
found dmh-mlnr:fﬁlht of whom '
Posed at the nearest police station
which he came home savagely disgus

Nuttie was not much less 86 at wh
felt an slight to Mr. Dutton as wel
the fajlure. ¢ When you are doing
for us. We deserve that you sh
Dothing more,” she said with tears
il‘hq oyes,

“.E',Dﬁ not talk in that way,” he an
ou know my feeling for the de.

m""’“ himsgelf, and——"
muh yes,” interrapted Nuttie,
to that ! Nobody—not the 1

Imf- person, but must long to s

»%, I know it was doing you a wi
¢ to fancy thas you could taks

that ‘way at a father in snch
Eh‘“hi{ ;:dma, Mr. Datton.”
there were anything to foraiv

. ing on earth thatco
mﬂn e A e Tl
. Wﬂn? too much moved for |
; ; h. _
e e ; e Ia her child,” ssid Nu
tearful smile.

]

il t00 much, he rose to ta
M8 their hunds clasped, “ R
9§ 24 1 live, you may count u
-“Oll, I know, I know ! There
22 =J%, but I dun’tlkiuﬂd w‘l_;:]at
dhe | oh Suspense. t o
+F and cold and 1,
Eaa . T ‘far better than to tha
: ‘miserable wicke

o,
-"-” =
e E'L ther's own little boy !’

i



