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NUTTIE'S FATHER.

€HAPTER XXXIIL— (CoNTINTED.)
Would it last if Gregorio made his»sp-
earance at that instant with Alwyn in his
qui! Or even, as Mr. Duwon confidently
redicted, a policemaa might bring the boy
ome, before many hours were .
The chief doubt here was that Alwyn’s
defective pronunciation, which had been

" rather foolishly encouraged, might make

it difficult to uoderstand his mode of saying
his own name, or even that of the street,
if he knew it perfectly ; but the year he
bad- been absent from London had prevent-
od bim from acquiring the curious ready
local instinct of the true town child, and he
bad teen so much gunarded and watched
that he was likely to be utterly at a loas
when left alone ; and Nut:ie was wretched
at the thought of his terror and loneliness,
even while Mr. Datton told her of speedy
recoveries of lcst children through kind
people or the police. iRy

Tney found all the officials of -the
Park already aware and on the -alert,
and quite certain of the impossibility of
purse’s prime dread that the boy had
fallen into the water unseen by any one
and been drowned. She was even ready to
look into every bush, in case be had been
frightened and bkidden himself; and no-
thing would satiafy her but to stay making
these researches, when her master had de-
sided on endeavouring to find “* Parker” at
the club, and to assertain from him particu-
lars of time and place.

He was found there, The dinner-bour
had brought him back, he being a man in
authority there, very well dressed and de-
ferential, declaring himself immensely dis-
tressed at the occufrence, and at having
accosted Gregorio and attracted bis at-
tention. It was about four o'clock, he
thought, and he described the exact spot
where the little boy had been sailing his
vessel fastened to a string. They might
have been talking twenty minutes or half an
hour when Gregcrio missed his charge, and
since that time both had been doing all in

- their power to find him, until hali-past

seven, when he had to return to his club,
and (Gregorio went to see whether the child

‘had been taken hnme.

By this time Mr. Egremont looked so
utterly exhausted, that Mr. Dut:on avail=d
himself of the hope that the boy might be
found safe at home to take him back ; but
alas ! nothing had been heard there.

The poor man was in a restless, unman-
ageable state of excitement, almost as terrify-
ing to his daughter as the disiress that occa-
sioned it. He swallowed a tumblerful of
claret, but would not go to bed ; indeed Gre-
gorio alone having had the personal chargz of
him, latterly sleeping in his dressing room,
none of the other servants kpmew what
to do for him. Mr. Datton agreed with
her that it would be better to send for his doe-
tor, as probably he ought to have a sedative,
an< neither wounld take the responsibility of
giving it ; while he himself declared he neith-
er would nor could rest till he had his boy

10, .

T'ne doctor was dining out, and they had
two terrible hours; while Mr. Egremont
paced to the windows ; threw himself on the
sofa ; denounced Gregorio ; or, for a change,
all the system of police which had made no
discovery ; and Ursula for letting the boy be
helpless. Mr. Dutton sometimes diverted
his attention for a few minutes, and hoped
he would doze, but the least sound hrought
him to his feet again, and the only congenial
pccapation was the composition of a descrip-
tion of poor little Alwyn's person and dress,
which set Nuttie crying so uncontrollably,
that she had to run out of the room.

Dr. Brownlow came at last, and was very
kind and helpfal, taking the command, and
ingisting that Mr. Egremont should go to
bed, and take the dose which he mixed.
Broadbent, the butler, was to take Gregorio’s
place, but he was a ponderous man, without
much tact, and unused to the valet's office,
] might just as well have a rhinoceros
about me,” said Mr. Egremont in a fit of
irritation ; and it ended, Nuttie hardly
knew how, in Mr. Dutton’s going upstairs to
smooth matters. He came down after a
time and said : *‘I am not satisfied to leave
him alone or to Broadbent; I have his con-
gent to my sleeping in the dressing room. I
am just going home to fetch my things.
Let me find you gone when I come -back.
You wili bear no more to-night. Evenif he
is found, they will keep him till morning,”

¢ It is of no use ; I can’t aleep.”

‘¢ Even if you don’t, the mere restful po-
sition will make you fitter for the morrow.
Will you promise me te undress and really
go to bed?”

““ Oh yes ! if you say I must,” said Nuttie
drearily ; following an instinct of obedience.

¢ And remember,” he said, *though I do
not say it will be so, this may be deliverance
from bondage.” _

¢ But what a terrible deliverance !”

‘¢ Bonds are not burst without something
gerrible. No; don't befrightened. Remem-

. ber there is safe-keeping for that poor little

fellow, wherever he may be.” .

¢¢ Oh, Mr. Datton, if I could pray for him ;
but the turmoil seems to have driven away
all such things! My boy, my boy, where is
he now? Who has heard him say his little
prayers?”’ |

¢ His Heavenly Father has ; of that we
may be secure. You will feel it in the quiet
of your own room. Good-night.”

*“ And I shall know you are praying, bet-
ter than I can,” murmured Nuttie, as she
returned his good-night, and crept up to her
ehamber. - :

CHAPTER XXXIV.
FETTERS RENT.
- “ The are just, and of our pleasant sine
Hﬂgogl:ipu I'i:r scourge ﬂl."—%fﬂg Lear.
There was no real sleep for Ursula that
short summer night. She saw the early
dawn, listened to the distant roll ¢f market-
carts,and wondered whenit would be reason-
able to be afoot, and ready to hear, if anght
there was to hear. At any hour after seven,
y the finders would have mmw:
bring the weloome news. And just
seven she fell asleep, deeply, soundly, and
‘never woke till past eight, but that was just
enough to revive  the ﬁwar of hope, and
give the sense of a new day. But there was
to hear—no news. She found Mr.

tify
¢ Stay,” said Mr, Dutton, as there was a
wild horrified look in Nuttie’s eyes. ‘Do
you mean little Alwyn?”
¢ Little Alwya! No,

‘¢ Gregorio managed to lose him in the
park jﬁrda?,” put in Mr. Datton.

¢t That accounts f r it, then,” said Mark.
¢ No, it was Gregorio himaself, poor man.
He was knocked down by the engine, and
killed on the spot, just by the station, at
eleven o'clock last night. QOur name was
found on him, and I was sent for early this
morning. There was no doubt aboutit, so
I came on here at onge to let my uncle know,
little thinking——" b

¢ Oh, it is dreadful I cried Nuttie, sink-
ing into a chair. ‘Do you remember my
father told him never to see his face again
unless he found Alwyn ?” -

Broadbent came ‘in at the moment with
the coffeepot, and stood suspended, a8 he
was told what had happened, Mark adding
the detail : *“ He was crossing the line in
front of the engine.”

¢ Yes, sir,” said the butler. *“‘It is
an awful dispensation. No doubt he
knew it was all np with him. You
may not be aware, sir, of the subject of
his conversation in the park. Mr. Parker
had just sean a telegram of the result of the
Derby, and he had heavy bets on Lady
Edina. I am afraid, sir, there can be no
doubt that he found a voluntary grave.’

“We will not talk of that. We cannot
judge,” said Mark, sh.ddering. I said I
would send some one from here to arrange
what was to be dope after the inquest.’

Broadbent immediately undertook to go,
if his master did not require him, and’this
way thonght advisable, as his services were
certainly not acceptable to’ Mr. Egremcnt.
Mark had thought himself. likely to be de-
tained and had provided for his absence, and
the awe-stricken trio were consulting to-
gether over tue breakfast table,, eating me-
chanically, from the very exhaustion of
agitation, when the door opened, and
Mr. Egremont in his dressing-gown was
among them, exclaiming: *“ You are
keeping it from me.” He had been
been wakened by the whispers and rushes
of the excited maids, had rang his bell in
vain, Jressed himself as pest he could after
80 many years of dependence, and stumbled
downstairs, where, as with his daughter, in
was something like a relief to know that
hope was not extingunished in Alwyn’s case.
But M. Egremont was in a very trembling,
br.ken condition, and much overcome by
hia valet's end after 5o many years of inti-
mate association. Certainly, if either of
the others had so parted with the man, it
would have been a horror in the recollection,
but he did not eeem to dwell onit; and,
indeed, attention was distracted by every
sound at the door, since each might bring
news of the missing child. .

One of these tantalising rings proved to be a
policeman with poor Gregorio’s keys, and a
demand for an investigation into any papers
he might have left which would show his
state of mind. Mr. Egremont was very
much annoyed, declaring that he would
have no stranger meddle with them, and
that he saw no use in such prying.
difference could it make to any living crea-

no help for it, hesaid he must do it himself.
Nuttie offered to help, but was sharply,
strongly refused. Mark alone might and
should help.

Then Mr. Datton volunteered to and
explain matters to Mr. Dobbs, 0 as to get
freedom for Mark for at least the remainder
of the day. He would call at the police
offices and see what was doing in the search,
put forward the advertisements, and obtain
that the Serpeutine should be dragged, for
gaw that only that measure would remove
one great terror from these anxious hearts.

¢« And,” he said to Mark, ‘¢ with your
permission, I will bring back Mrs. Egremont
and the children if they will do me the honor
to become my guests. She will be a comfort
to Miss Egremont, and then you will be at
hand in the evening.”

Mark could only bethankful, and presently
addressed himself to the inveatigation, which
his uncle insisted should be made in his own
presence, though the opiate kept him for the
most part dozing in an arm chair, only rous-
ing up now and then by some noise at the
front door, or putting queries, the replies
to which startled him more and more, as he

grew more wakeful and Mark proceeded.

All, except a few unimportant bills
and a betting-bovk, was ked into
a dressing-case that had once belong-
ed to Mr. Egremont, and had tricks of
secret drawers that only he could explain,
Ic was full of papers, and they were a
strange revelation that Mr. mont might
well wish to withhold from his daughter.
They went very far back, and of course did
not come out in order of chromology, nor
woald Mark have understoocd them but for
exclamations and comments here and there
from his uncle, .

Everything seemed to be tnere,—the old

when he left his Savoyard home to bea
waiter at & hotel ; a few letters in 1talian,
probably from his parents, whic® Mark
could not read, but wkich svon ceased ; the
counter-signed character with which he had
entered General Egremont’s service; and
then came a note or two signed A.P. E, which
Mr.E nt
though they only consisted of such
as *“ Back on ‘Wednesday. Find an
or in French,
“ Que la porte soit ouverte apres minuit,”

*‘ That was the way,” groaned Mr. Egre-
mont. ‘¢ The scoundrel ! he, kept all

phmlu“

And the General! A bad old

fast, be would EI.::: w’ “'f"‘:l.:' f _ ), -
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ture ? However, when he found there was |.

j

passport and certificate to Gregorio Savelli, .

X md

at : p
‘there. He made Mark give it to him nnread,

it ‘tenderly, struggled to read the
pointed writing to himself, but scon
deferred the attempt, observing, *‘ There,
there,I can’t standitnow!;Bat youses, Mark,’
he added after an intefval, ** I was not al-
together the heartless brute you thought
III'E.” w K

Mark, as he told his wife afterwards,
could not help thinking of the old preamble

to indictments, ** By the temptation of the

handled
delicate

: devil.” -

And by and by, out of a pocket-book bear-
ing the date of the G:neral’s death, came a
copy of the certificate of the baptism of Ur-
sula Alice, daughter of Alwyn Piercefield
and Alice Egremont. together with that ad-
dress which Miiss Headworth hal left at
Dieppe to gratify Alice's forlorn 1dea of a
possible rescue, and which Gregorio had as-
severated tu be non-existent.

Doabtless he infiniiely preferred his mas-
ter's wandcring bachelor life to the resamp-
tion of marriage ties, and thas he had con-
trived to keep Mr. Egremont from meeting
the Houghtons at Florence. At the same
time the uncertainty as to Alice’s fate had
prevented any other marriage. - Gregorio
had taken care that, if Mr. Kgremont had
been villain enough to make such an at-
tempt, he should know that his secret could
be brought to light. - |
. Compared with all this wickedness, the
proofs of fraud and dishonesty were entire-
ly animportant. Gambling had evidently
been a passion with the valet, and peculation
had followed, and Mark could have traced
out the full tide before the reinstatement of
Mrs. Egremont in ner home, the gradual ebb
during her reign, the diminished restraint
under her daughter. The other servants
had formeriy been implicated, but, except a

young groom and footman, Mark thought

the present set quite free from the taint,and

was glad to acquit Broadbent. But the last
telegrams and the betting-book in the un-
happy man’s pocket confirmed Parker’s evid-
ence that of late he had staked almost mad-
ly, and bad risked sums far beyond any
means he could raise upon the horse which
had failed. The bailiff at Bridgefield had,
it had long been guessed, played into his
hands, bui to what an extent Mark only now
discovered. | |

The result was that what he had learnt’

in the Park hail so astounded him that his
inattention to the child had not been wonder-
ful.
the little fellow vehemently, and had he
been successful, he might yet have made
some effort, trusting to his master’s tolera-
tion ; but toe loss and reproach had made
him an absolutely desperate man. Was it
blind flight or self-destruction? That he
had mooey about him, having cashed a
cheque of his master’s, favored the firat
idea, and no one would too curiously inquire
whether Mr. Egremont was aware ot the
amount,
(TO BE CONTINUED.)

YOUNG FOLKS.
WITH A DIAMOND COLLECTOR.

BY SUSBAN POWEE.

——

When a child, in the deep quiet of a home
on the great brilliant green prairie, I used
to go out summer mornings when sun
firat shot over the eastern rim, to watch the
marvel of the dew.

The orb of the grassy world sown with
pearls that subdued its gorgeous color to
cool and perfect emerald, iay againsta sky

of rose and ivory, a bloom of heavenly tint-

ing changed at the first direct ray of the
sun. All toe soon the blaze of gold was over
the slopes, the soft oolor glowed, and the
fields were twinkling as with seed of stars.
What were fairy tales, or Arabian Nights—
what was the Valley of Diamonds with its
heaps of glassy treasure to this sight where
myriad brilliants were sown with matchless
arc on the deep green which best displayed

them ! The secret of those morni

He had—as Parker testified—sought

as if their toumch m-l.phum.
The colored stones lay in over the

_ thered in strange quer-
ters of the world, from negro huts in Guiana,
from Panama venders, the little shops of
Mexican gold workers, from by-streets in
Rome and 'Rio Janeiro, from Javanese
merchants, from sailors and Australian gold
diggers. As the owner siid, the passion
for such things is nothing to the fascination.
of collecting them. He began with a few
incxpensive specimens when a youog man,
and the collection has wn for nearly
forty years, and is proof of what can be ac-
complished in gathering the choicest things
even without a large fortune.

** [L,et me show you the diamond with its
relative, which is often set with it and taken
for it, in showy ornaments. You will not
know one from the other,” as the glittering
stones lay flashing back the sunshine in
white insufferable light. **These aredia-
monds and white topaz—tell them apart if
you can. Ii you wish to test them, topaz
will scratch glass, and other stones except
diamond, it the same weight in many
instances, shows a lustre like diamond ; in
short they differ only in one point—the
topaz is not phosphorescent. Leave a dia-
mond two or three hours in the sunlight,
then place it in a dark room, and it will
give light for half an hour or so. This
property of diamondsis very well known.
Thae topaz has no such property. If I had
known when you were coming, I would have
exposed a diamond for you in the forenoon.
Often you might find one roasting here on
the window sash where nobody would notice
it. The servants have taken my crystals so
often for diamonds and I have offered all
they wanted so freely that if they found the
Kohinoor under foot they would only take
it for ‘one of the old gentleman’s pebble
stones’ as the parlor girl called a specimen
worth her year’s wages. Look ‘here one
moment,”

A handfal of colorless brilliant atones,
looking alike, were laid before me. 1
could not say they were not all diamonds,

* These are five different stones which
might any of them be taken for diamonds
even by
quariz
crystal, and there are white sapphire, white
spinel, aud white chrysolite—very rare—
and five trune diamonds with them. Pick
them out if you can.”

One diamond of the fineat water shone
conspicuous in ite keen light. Of none ot
the rest could I feel certain, though I have
been credited with ‘‘the sense for dia-
monds.” - -

* Very well, now see if you can tell what
these are,” producing a white velvet tray

which held red, blue, yeliow and brown

alone -

in the Field of Jewels is no more to be told

than the splendors of Elfland by the mortal
who has been spirited thither. The clear
dew, clearest thing in nature, trembled
alternately silver and tal on ths clover,
but as one looked, vivid flames of blue fire,
red and gold, shob out of its -depths, here
burned aspark of ruby, there one of emerald,
the golden glow of a tiny sun that Qhanm
as it hung to a piercing dart of blue
electric fire, and where the mdmnght
the full rays of the sun, it ﬂpuhad. back
in a blaze of white light—the gleam of the
80 reram‘ diamona, all colors in one,

I could spend hours now, watching the
wonderful play of light on the limpid,
matchless jewels of the dew just as I used
when a child of twelve.or girl in her teens.
The pure color, the fine, evanescence create

! one of the most exquisite spectacles in na-

tare.- Itisa d
instincts—the love of light which we share
with plants and animals. The love of color
and light hereditary in primitive nations
leads to the love of jewels which are impri-
soned light. Watching the fields strewn

elight of one of our keenest

. with vanishing diamonds, sapphires and

with great annoyance

excuse,”
¢ Envoyez moi la petile boite”

stars, I used to long to gather and possess
them, Whenlhnvamﬂha ight fall im &
broad beam on a fine solitaire diamond, I
havesaid to myself * Here is the embodied
dew.” If I love superb stones, it isfor their
likeness to the heaven-lighted | of the
morning, and I own to a :

of all kinds—to look at, not to
wear. The dew saved me from any perilous
liking for diamonds, for dazzle as th

w ﬁ:aymmitharnuh&_mgn 5

ose of fire as the drops I had seen strewing

to be able to show me up to the General if acres of the moon, - e
he chose ! I was a young man then, Mark, |
not the straitlaced lad you've always been. to sce a fine stone, which

mhum i nfﬂn!hﬂlund_md'wuld_“m' g

Yet I will go far out of time
holds sach

transparent stones.

‘‘ Rubies, I suppose, and
aquamarine or smoked topaz.

‘¢ I must tax your, faith in me to believe
that they are all diamonds. Colored dia-
monds are among the rarest stones, and
though they are not the most beautiful they
cost plenty of money. One came from
Java, one from the Pinel mine ig the Afri-

Em.la emerald,

can diamond fields, one from Brazil, in the

province of Minas Geraes, one from Georgia
in this country. They are diamonds; not
rubies or sapphires or topaz any more than
crown glass is rock crystal. Diamonds you
know are crystallized carbon; tke other

stones I named are crystallized alamina, the |

priocipal element of clay. When perfectly

ure, these crystals are colorless, and you
tind no leas than eight different stones as
white as the diamond, but a trace of iron
oxide in the crystal, whether diamond or
alumina, gives a pink or red tinge, and you
have a re1 diamond or a ruby as the case
may be. A trace of borax gives red or blue
sapphire. Carburet of hydrogen gives the
emerald of deeper or lighter green accord-
ing to its amount. Lime chrome gives the
greer garnet of Siberia.

*‘ Diamond crystals are not by any means
pure, as they are found ; they have black
specks of carbonate in them, often they are
milky, and one kind is like the opal. These
cloudy stones are of small value exceptas
curiosities, There you see twenty of them,
looking like quartz crystals bedded in lime.
Oanly one diamond eut of a thousand isa
clear brilliant of any value whatever; one
out of ten thousand is fine enough to rank
as & sovereign stone, and one out of twenty
thousand is colored, but it is worth five
times as much as a clear one becaure =80
much rarer. (Governments value fine color-
ed diamonds among their chief treasures.
The Russian treasury prides itself on the
famous red diamond bought by the kmpe-
ror Paul 1. for one hundred thousand rou-
bles. The Green Vaultslat Dresden, full of
magnificence, show the green diamond as the
greatest curiosity of all. The Grand Duke
of Tuscany has a blue diamond with facets
all over ; the Sultan owns two, one of them
very large. The orown of Portugal bears in
its centre a green diamond of 138} carats,
found in Brazil. A superb blue diamond
belonging to the throne of France, and hand-
ed down from one prinoce to another was losat
ip the Revolution and has never been 're-

.covered. Jewellers say a diamond never

‘1 in the

can be wholly lost unless some philosopher

burns it for an e
indestructible and so remarkahle that it is
sure finally of coming to light. :

“ The finests diamonds in America belo
Astor i r;ﬁ

are exceptionally fine and of the high-
ﬂlbf;ﬂ- Mﬂllnfln t:lhlnw:hm diamonds are
worn by a y, for ooses them b

their brillance and purity, not by thuirlili
alone. The finest diamond in the light is
invisible, nothing beiug seen but a glow of
white light in ita place. No other stone has
such power of back the light it re-
ceives, intense and

persons used to handling them. ;
-One is a white topaz, one a fine

t—that . is, it ?: so0 |

long

they are an inheritance to
when no Iureshlduwing of hia
fallen upon the globe,’

befere plants and apjy,), ;. 2

Taly begy,
g,
%

man ¢

“ We find them ip

: old riy
with the sand of igneons ° bely ¢
and took shape ing:ihe ﬁrze:; :
have since been ground dﬂwﬂh}ﬂu x
of mighty floods, the crgghi
of ice. -In the ravines of

talns and the Himalayas, in Borge |
highey;

Alfrica, Australia, and ip the

uf‘tha Itambe mountain of th
trict, diamonds are found, e

glomerate and granite sanq

monds and ‘sapphires are f
pears also; and I doubt gos -

mined, gems -may

bﬂ fuunﬂ if B0

The gold beds of Arizona and the

ing regions of the Rio Grang
mountain tops will yet: prove
precious stones. It is not singulay
try, for in th %di?“emdhﬁ
: e rough the

lime-covered pehhg gt

diamonds have bee

thousand of true

ies,

five-eighths of an inch across, It

patient tribes of the tropics who ca
a farthing a day and spend their lives
heaps of gravet who find the diamopd,
the rest of the world If you conld b
yourself to pick over all the dust in the

or the sands on the beach by h

keep at it month after month and year
year, you might go into one of the des
California mining gulches and nndertyy,

find diamonds ia its sanda,

“It is ressonable to believe them

diamond beds in

‘always found in the debris of the mot
cient rocks, and where do you think
oldest part of the globe is? Not in Hi
tan, or in China, or the mountains o
geologista tell us, in thely
table-lands of the Rocky Mountains thr
which the deep canons of the RioG
and the Colorado Rivers are cat [
by many that these slopes wer
ficst to lifc their heads above the orig
ocean ; they have grown hoary with wai
centuries of centuries, and the riches of
hemisphere are locked within their s
walls.  Turquoise and topaz are fou
Arizona with beryls, garnets and opsls,
it will not be a dozen years before some!
strikes upon a bed of diamonds wheret
rushing Colorado has

Moon, but,

believed

this country.

graunite cement which holds them.

“ Old frontiersmen who have wande
among the mountains prospecting forg
have strange stories of the lonesoms can
among them a fabulous one of a wall of
glomerate * studded with diamonds ¢
sparkle under sun and stare. I keer
plainaman who had met a prospector!
said he had seen this wonder, and the s
was told with such serionsness 1t wasif
dent that both believed it. Tae survej
the Colorado towards _ '
found a canon' wall studded with row
and stars of quartz crystals which prot
gave rise to this legend, but I beliere
there is fabulous wealth of precions K@
locked. in the rocky fastnesses of this uf
Red River. Fifty varieties of precion®
semi-precious stones are rnum_bered int

ologist’s report of the Pacific Rils

urveys, and, as the miners ¢ay, all

dications of diamonds are there,”

-

Catching a Tartar,

A clam is a very
when its mind is once

surprising that the sea-gall in the

story came off second best from the cX0¥
The Boston Herald relates the inc
occurring at Plymouth, the home 0

A fisherman, while on the Plymot

beach last Friday, captured a large )

in a rather pecaliar pred s

Iy pinched upon the bird’s bill was a3t
about the size of the palm of amané

The clam weighed

hanging downw

ly prevented any

it was evidently nearly exhaus

from its strange

of the
effec

to escape Irt
thought that the

snout protruding, endeavored 0 .
1 Pmursel, a:*.ld was gnpp!‘
the hai shells of its intended VIt

dainty
clam had to be cut

enough to ?E ﬂ

gull, seelbg

away from the
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The Orofters.

powers of the loan

Crofter should ge

with a house on it, rw_apﬂfiﬂﬂ_
advarfces but not payin

first two years.
suggested that the

committee.

the
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