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CHAPTER XXIX.
A FRESH START.

*“Did you say that Mark and his wife
were come to Springfield House ?”

‘*“ They come theday after to-morrow,”
answersd Urusla. ¢ Mark could not finish

rs with Mr. Greenleaf, but he |-up the business sooner.”

**Well, I suppose we must have them to
dinner for once. He has made a fool of
himself, but I won’t have the Canoness com-
plaining that I take no notice of him ; and
it 18 easier done while he is here than when
he has got into some hole in the City—that
is if he ever gets anything to do.”

“ Mr. Dutton has several situations in
view for him." :
““In view. That'sa large order. Or does

and behold he is | jt mean living on Datton and doing some-

thing nominal ? I should think Dutton too
ola and sharp a hand for that, though he is
quartering them on himself.” : ,

« *¢ ] believe there is nothing Mr. Dutton
would like better, if he thought it right for
them, but I am quite sure Mark and An-
naple would not consent.”

‘‘Ha, ha!” and Mr. Egremont laughed.
‘‘ Their nose is not brought to the grindstone
yet ! Say Saturday, then, Ursula.”

‘““ Am 1 to ask Mr. Datton ?”

““Of course; I'm not going to have a
tele-a-tete with Master Mark.”

- S0 Ursula had the satisfaction of writing
a more agreeable note to Mr. Dutton than
her last; and her invitation was accepted,
but to her vexation Mr. Egremont further
guarded himself from anything confidential
by verbally asking Mr. Clarence Fane on
that very day, and as that gentleman was a
baronet’s son, she knew she shounld fall to
his lot at dinner ; and though she was glad
when this was the case at their ordinary
parties, it was a misfortune on the present
occasion. She had not seen Annaple since
_her marriage, except at the family gathering
on the Canon’s death, when she was very
much absorbed by the requirements of
the stricken household; and Nuttie ex-
pected to see her in the same subdued
condition. All Mr. Datton had said
had said or Mary Nugent had written about
her courage and cheerfulness had given the
impression of *‘ patience smiling at grief,”
and in a very compassionate mood she start-
ed for a forenoon call at Springfield House ;
but, early as it was, nobody was- at "home,
unless it might be the little boy, whose voice
gshe thought she heard while waiting at the

ate.

2 She was out driving with her father after-
wards in the long summer evening, and only
found Mark's cdra on returning just in
time to dress. It was a bright, glaring day.
and she was sitting by the window, rather
inattentively listening to Mr., Fame's criti-
cism of a new p'ay at one of the theatres,
when she heard the bell, and there entered
the slight, bright creature who mighr still
have been taken iora mere girl. The refined
though pronounced features, the transparent
complexion, crispy yellow bair and merry
eyes, were as sunbeam-like as at the Rsc-
tory garden party almost five years ago, and
the black dress on y marked the contrast,
ani made the slenderness of the figure more
evident. '

Mark looked older, and wrung his cousin’s
hand with a pressure of gratitude and feel-
ing, but Annaple’s was a light little gay
kiss, and there was an entire unconscious-
ness about her of the role of poor relation.
She made an easy little acknowledgment of
the introduction of Mr. Fane, and, as Mr.
Egremont appeared the next moment, ex-
changed greetings with him in a lively or-
dinary fashion.

This was just what he liked. He only
wanted to forget what was unpleasant, and,
giggling Scotch girl as she was, he was re-
lieved to find that she could not only show
well-bred interest in the surface matters of
the time, but putinbright flashes of eagerness
and orizinality, well ssconded by Mr. Datton.
Mr. Fane was always a professor of small
talk, and Nuttie had learnt to use the cur-
rent change of society, so that though Mark
was somewhat silent, the dinner was ex-
ceeding pleasant and lively ; and, as Mr.

-Fane remarked afterwards, he had been ask-

ed to enliven a doleful feaat to ruined kin-
dred he could only say he wished prosper-
ity always made people so agreeable. |

“¢¢ This is all high spirit and self-respect,”
thought Nuttie. *‘ Annaple is talking as I
am, from the teeth outwards. I shall have
it out with her when we go upstairs! At
any rate my father is pleased with her !”

uttie made the signal to move assoon as

she could, and as they went upstairs, put
her arm round the slim waist and gavea
sympathetic pressure, but the voice that ad-
dressed her had still the cheery ring that
she fancied had been only assumed.

** I’m sorry I missed you, but we set out
early and made a day of it; and oh | we've
been into such funny places as I never
dreamt of ! Yon didn’t see mi boy !

¢ No. I thought I heard him. I must
gee him to-morrow.”

¢ And I must see yours. May it not be a
pleasure to-night? 1've no doubt you go and
gloat over him at night.” .

““Well, I do generally run up after din-
ner ; but after y:ﬂr hdn.jr-. I can’t think of
dragging you u these stairs.”

. (%h,gtgab’s Enthing 1 Qaly you see it is
jollier to have my Billy-boy in the next
room.” '

They were mounting all the time, and
were received. in the day nursery by the
old Rectory nurse, much increased in dig-
nity, but inclined to be pathetic as she
inquired after * Mr. Mark,” while Annaple,
like a little insensible being, answered with
provoking complacency as to his perfect
begged Mrs. Poole to bnn%

en &

to play in the

t. Am Road had the same halo to
both ef these ; for both had bam?rwtd
from it against their will ; the differ-

herself resolutely steeled against sentiment
and only turn it off by som absurd.
Nothing was absolutely settled yet ; Mark

y
had been nting himsell at offices, and
she had bnanmmt?rmm and lodgings.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

A Revolation in Fashions.

The Empire style of dress is gainin
ground ; there is no doubt of it, and HE
shall probably wind vp the century dressed
in our great-grandmother’s costumes. Little
by little we are accepting the dresses of the
premier empire, ressurrected for us by the
elegant toilets of Mme. Sarah Bernhardt in
‘“La Tosca.” The style is not general, bat
it promises to become so, and if many ladies
shrink at present from adopting the entire
dress they nevertheless wear with pleasure
the rnnnt{wainted empire corsage, with its
pretty pleated fronts draped fichu across each
other, models which are so becoming to the
slenderneas of youth. '
There is that about empire dresses and
bodices which makes them unfit for maturity.
The empire dresses have revived old-world
brocades (silk or woollen) and those ladies
who rich stuffs, bought by their
great- dmothers, may now wear them
suitably made up. Gauzy fabrics and bro-
cades of large, rich pattern divide the palm
for empire dresses and mantles. oung
girls and young unmarried ladies are going
over to the empire style en masse, and there-
fore we may expect the sale of lovely new
gauzes and muslins to up considerably.
Piain, embroidered, striped with straight or
waving lines of ribbon, metal theads, silken
threads, gavzes and silk muslins, vie with
each other in besuty, and lend themselves
equally to the full, slightly draped empire
skirts ; and those pleated up and draped
with long bows and festoons of ribbon,
Ribbons of all materials, patterns and
gizes are very much used for ball dresses;
they are frequently of a totally different
color from the rest of the dress. For in-
stance, red and pink toilets are trimm-
ed with light moss green ribbons of
many colors—blue, pink, straw, mosas,
almond, apricot, etc. White materials
embroidercd with gold are in high favor for
evening wear, whether wool or silk. Artisti-
cally draped tabliers of white crepe de
Chine are are edged with a deep band of
gold embroidery, the belt to be draped
empire corsage being covered with embroi-
dery. The daisy has quite gone out. of
fashion, but leaves, mosses, hyacinths, roses
and camellias are worn in great numbers.
The-empire skirts are frequently edged with
a garland of flowers and sprays, or bouquets
of large size are employed in drapinz and
garnishing evening skirts and corsages of
more elaborate make. If there is an error
at all, it inclines to an over-abundance of
flowers and a tendency to wear flowers of
very large size. -
Tulle seems to be the favorite hat mater-
ial, trimmed with ribbon, flowers, feathers,
etc. Hats of small size are covered with
pleated or beuillonne tulle, trimmed in front
with a bow of moire ribbon. The Tosca
hat has been adopted by young elegantes,
only the form ie slightly modified, and they
do not wear it tilted back, like Mme. Bern-
hardt, but well on the head. Shot ribbons
are the rage for hats, in every combination
of color. Straw hats are being madein two
colors to go with them, the brim being one
color, the crown another. A new style of
hat for young ladies is made of straw, and
is not unlike the chimney-pot hat, which,
in silk, they wear for riding,— Le Moniteur
de la Mode.
—— R T R —eeee e

A Natural Born Politician.

Mother—*¢ Johnny, don’t you hear me ?
Go and bring me an armful of wood this in-
stant. What are you and Agnes doing ?”

Johnny—** Holaing a convention. I'm
trying to oot Agnes to vote for me tor chair-
.I:Ilﬂ.'l'l. w

¢ Mother—¢* Why don’t you vote for him,
gnughtar. so he can do what I told him to

o?” :

Agnes—** Very well, Johnny, I vote for
you for chairman.” ey

““ That elects me. The chair appoints
Agnes a committee to bring in the wood.”

Spelt Differently, But Much the Same,

*“ Pa, what's a mirage ?”

“Jt's the union of one
woman until the law shall se

“‘ That's a marriage, pa.
what a mirage is.”

‘¢ Same thing, sonny, same thing. A man
imagines he sees wonders where there 1is
nothing. Fight shy of them, sonny, fight
shy of them. Each is a delusion and a
snare,”

man and one
te them.”
want to know

Silence is Golden.

They were sitting in an easy chair out on
the poroh. :

He—Darling.

She—Darling.

He—Sweet.

She—S3weet. g

He—Precious—precious,

She—Precious—ah, but, George, dear, do
not let us disturb the solemn stillness—the
wide silence of the night, with conversation,

e —

e

Accounting For a Failure. -

Wife—I stopped at Madame Medium’s to-
day, and asked to be put in communication
with mother’s spirit. -

Husband—Did you succeed ?

trances [the madame was forced to give it

up.
3 PHulhnnﬂ—Perhapa, my ,dear, she tried

the wrong place.

ﬁin Qwn Dootor.

¢] say, mister,” said a countryman at
the t:il'nz;, ‘“‘what makes that elephant keep
bobbing his head up an’down fer?’

‘““He has a h he, sir,” explained the
attendant, indulgently, *“‘and is trying %o
shake the pain eut.”

Its Usefuiness Ended.
‘¢ Hi there, sir,” -shouted a Florida land-

lord guest who ¢
e e iy

| that they are still too honest to succeed ga-

jast to her her as they are to cach other, but
| still she finds several important reasons why

Wife—No ; after two or three ineffectunal

Mrs. ﬂ!dr’ ﬂﬁﬂﬂ-ing in l‘l‘ﬂlﬂ‘ r" Lﬁd B
Book the business outlook for women, ly';-
Eﬁl it as a matter of rejoicing that the

of demarcation batween men and wo-
men, as far as business is concerned, are fust
disap She does not think that wo- |
men basiness ability, but she thinks
nerally in business in competition with men.
She also clingsto the idea that womea would
have more chanoe iu business if men were as

women are likely to succeed in business.
* One of the reasons is,” she says, *‘that
they work more in the old ways, attend
to their business nally, and estab-
lish direct relations between themselves and
the buying public. Another element of
their success is the fear of debt. *Short
credits make long friends,’ says the old saw.
Women are anxious if a debt hangs over
them, and are never * easy’ till it has been
discharged. A third factor is the willing-
ness to work for small profits rather than
incar t risks, and the stimulus, which
the majority of women feel, from the spur
of the necessity of providing for children or
aged relativea, a responsibility felt much
more strongly by women than by men,
though the latter are called the ‘natural
providers.’

¢‘It is a little curions that previous busi-
ness experi does not seem to have much
to do with these successes. There are wo-
men  in the very highest society who are |
naturally women of business. They are
often the better part of their husbands’ in-
dividuality. These women manage their
own households ; they do not delegate them
to others; and a household is a small king-
dom., One who can govern it well—espe-
cially one who can give it dignity, refinement
and usefulness, as a centre of family and
social life, upon small means—can manage a
husiness Ezﬂﬁmhly, if the management is in
her own hands. . :

¢ Still, there is a good deal of feeling
that these business enterprises of women
are largely transitional and experimental,
and not to bs judged from any serious or
purely business point of view. It is argued
that women are forced into them, and that
they get out of them as moon as possible,
looking upon them at best as a bridge to
carry them over rising water. It is said
that when girls belonging to good families
are trained to business as boys belonging to
such families are, and when women remain
in business after the necessity has pasted
away, the public will begin to look upon
the business idea for women as no longer an
experiment, but a serious purpose.

-¢¢ Well this cannot come all at once ; but
itis coming. Yeung women are entering
professions with deliberate purpose. They
will soon choose bnsiness nstead of teach.
ing, which is now overstocked.”

— B & [ e
: ~ Ladies’ Hats. :

No decided or very noticeable changes
appear in hats and bonnets, except that the
fronts are a trifle larger and the trimmings
a little lower and broader, but the crowns
are unchanged. Colored straws, both in
plain and fancy braids, come in great
variety, as the Neapolitans, the rough and
readys, Milans, etc. Chips, in all the new
ghades, are again revived. Colored tulle
and Brussels net hats trimmed with large
aigrettes, beads and gilt lace are effective
for dress occasions., Soft, wide loopas of
ribbon have succeeded the stiff pointed bows
of last . These are laid so as to partly
cover the crown without adding much to its
height. Ribbons shaded irom the palest
to the darkest hues of a color are used for
trimmings ; others are watered and shaded,
and again strided and watered or changeable.
The corded or straight edges are now pre-
ferred to the picot or feather edges. Rib-
bons from &e to six inches wide will
be used for the large loops that mnearly
cover the crowns of bonnets. Flowers with
long trailing stems tied together, or a single
rose and bud with long stem, or a trailing
ivy vine, clusters of leaves, pink and yellow
roses without leaves, are all used for Spring
trimmings. Gray is still a popular shade,
especially mouse color, as 18 also green, in
moss, linden and olive tints, chaudron, or
copper color, and other kindred hues. Black
will still be used as a trimmiog for bright
colors.

Round hats always find favor with young
ladies, especially in the city. These still
have high crowns, some of which are indent-
ed on the top, with close brims, faced with
velvet or not, as preferred. The severity of
these hats is relieved by bows of ribbon up
the front, left side and back. For the coun
try, lower crowns, with wide projecting
brims in front, have preference, Turbans
made of the same material as the dress are’
much ugee for travelling.

— e A R — e e

Relation of Diet to Dreams.

* ¢ Ah, if our dreams only came true,’ sigh-
ed the young man that boards on South
Division atreet. *‘ Last night I dreamed
that 1 called on a lord. -1 find that I can
control my visions to a considerable extent
by dieting. For instance, if I wish to
enjoy acalm night, with dreams of a pleas-
ans character, | eat toass or bread and
milk just before retiring. If Iwish to have
a little excitement, quarrelling, disputi
or a little active exercise, I eat cquash pie.
I have funad from experience and obeerva-
tion that squash pie acts strongly on the
terior part of the brain whece lie the
umps of combativeness and acquisitiveness.
I have known times when the consnmp
tion of swo pieces of :quash pie has led me
to'slay a man for his money within fifteen
minutes after to bed. To make my
brain a chamber of horrois, however, I sit
down an hour before bed-time aud eat
three sardines, six olives, a little Rochefort
cheese with crackers, the whole
down witha bottle of Bass. Before'morniog
I charge handed with my razor on
herds of wild horses, and jump trom sundry
ITIH. Oh, yes, it is possible to control
one’s dreams, and when we understand pey-
chology aright we can lie down and map
out our dreams as we now map out a day’s
work.”"—Buffulo Cowrier.

- Chanoes in the Boy's Favor.

ber

with

it save at starvation prices. He would have
us check the evil at its source. To begin
with, he '
wickedness” of bringing into the world
children for whom no

::Eildrun, he exhorts such
the means, to take at once the opportunity
of ‘“endowing” such children as are gi

The Endowment of Daughters.
- Mr. Walter Besant makes public, in Long-
man’s Magezine for April, bis solution of
the fnhlum presented by the large num-
women, especially of the educated
classes, who are now seeking emp t
comparatively few chances of i

points out the *“‘selfishness and
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The boys may be trusted (may they ?) tﬁtl;ut
their own living ; but it is undesirable that
the girls should be obliged to work, for
they do but reduce the incomes available
for men, while, if they do work, it is well
that they should have a small annual sum
to fall back upon—to keep them respectable
while looking for employment, and to add
to their comfort - when employment comes.
And how is this endowment to be provided?
Mr. Besant shows us. The postoffice has a
system by which, if a father pays 123 7d a
year for twenty-five years he can secure toa
daughter at the close of that period, an an-
ruity of £1. For £22 03 5d a year he can
ecure to her at the end of the like period,
an annuity of £35, which Mr. Besant evi-
dently thinks a very fair sum to aim at—
producing 13s 6d a week, on which a neces-
sitious gentlewoman could live without priv- .
ation. It is not, of course, in the power of
every father to put aside £22 a year for his
daughter, and, where a man has more than
one daughter, the difficulty of procuring an
annuity for them is all the more marked.
But at least, Mr. Besant holds, be should
do his best, and, if neccesary, pinch a little
in order to do it. And the necessity for en-
dowing daughters is nowadays all the great-
er, from the fact that the aforesaid lowering
of men’s salaries, caused by the increasing
competition of women with men, is tending

to reduze the number of marriages in
dle-class life.
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Severe Struggle Between Tnfiuensa and
Unrequited Affection.

‘¢ Laura, is your heart free 1”

The young man who spoke these words
sat on the extreme periphery of a cushioned
chair in the elegant apartment and leaned
forward in uncontrollable agitation. The
handkerchief with which in his excess of
emotion he wiped his nose ever and anon
trembled visibly, and his voice had that
dreamy, touching intonation that marks a
sensitive, high-souled mau in the last stage
of influenza and unrequited affection.

‘““ Why, Mr. Hapkinson,” replied the
lovely girl with downcast eyes, but with a
kind of don’t-cume-any-nearer expression on
her face, ** your question takes me by sur-
prise, and I hardly—" |

“ Laura 1” burst forth the young man im-
petuously, as he glanced in a laboriously -
careless way at a small ivory tablet mnem{ |
ed in his left band, *‘it is hardly possible
for you to realize the difficulties that beset
- —that are peculiar to the crisis- which at
this hour I face. You would be disposed to
laugh; perhaps, if I should tell you what a
trifle clogs the free cry of a heart filled with
devo—with excess of love, yet which affec—
which love will be heard despite the barriers
that adverse fate appears to have erected
just at this period. Hear the feebie yet
eager cry of a heart, Laura, that—" ..

* Mr. Hankinson,” interposed the young
lady with.a puzzled air, *‘ you speak moat
gingularly. What is the matter with yon?”

The youth wiped his nose aga n with ner-
vous haste, threw the ivory tablet frantical-
ly across the room, and once more began :

“ The batter with be, Biss Laura, is a
cold id by head—a beasly, horrid idfluedza.
Id by igdoradce add idexperiedce I had
fadcied 1 could tell you of by affectiod, that
I could bake byeelf udderstood without
usigg ady words that would codvey to you
ady idea of the real idfirbity udder which I
ab sufferigg. I shall dever agaid,” continu-
ed the youth, bitterly, * try to bake a cod-
fessiod «f love by boycottigg the letters eb
ad ed. Yonu sbile, Biss Laura ! You laugh !.
You bock at by bisery ! Good evedigg, Biss
Kajodes !” bt

Waving his handkerchief wildly, the un-
fortunate young man blew a nasal blast that
shook the house, grabbed his hat, rushed out
into the chill night air, and was followed all
the way home by four detectives, who mis-
t>ok him for an escaped lunatic.
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Overheard at a Spring Opening.

It is at this time of the year that ninety-
nine out of every one bundred women
Canada discover that they ‘‘simply must
have new bonnets.” hose npinety-nine
women assemble in a body at the Spri
opening of millinery goods and they ‘““go on”
like this: .

“Jen't that pink bonnet beautiful 1

 Oh, yes ; but do look at this exquisite
thing in blue !”

¢ Jan’t it lovely !’

¢ It’s perfectly heavenly!”.

% Do see this charming thing in
shade of grcea?™

- ¢ How do you like this ?”

‘““How odd the combination is; but it's
real sweet.” '
—4 o gee this lovely hat !”

“Oh!oh! oh!

i ﬂharming I

o }}mﬂ’t it " e

“Did you ever ses a more ectly:
beautiful spray of flowera?” - v

** Don’t you like the ritben (rimmings 1"

“ They say feathers are mming in again,”

‘“ What are you going to get?’ '

““Oh, I'm half wild trying to decide.
| There are so many lovely things !" oot

¢ 8ee thia odd ribbon.”

¢ Aren’t the ribbons lovely this year "

“Ev ing’s lovely 1"

* That’s true 1"

“ I can’t make up my -mind what I do
want |” LT

* Nor I—it’s so distractin
- “This rich dark brown is

i I.ﬂ'?ﬁ]-y F'—'

*¢ Perfectly exquisite !”

- % Indeed it is !”

¢ Oh, how beantiful all the bonnets are I”

¢ Exquisite !”

And s0 and so on.
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