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more thoughtful mood. It seemed to bring
them nearer together. They sat together,
and worked and talked in the quiet morn-
ing hours, and in the evening, when Valen-
tine had carried his brother off to the bil-
liard room, Constance Belfield would sit

down to her beloved piano and play, while | stranger.” said Valentine when tyey had finished. I|and the young commander, in a quick calm | ¥ 100k down upon him when they ey

her young companion sat on a low chair
close by, listening, thinking, or dreaming,
with her workbasket standing by untouched,
or her book open in her ‘ap.
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That dreaming mood was & new phase i

Helen's character. On her former visit she | She epoke as deliberately- as a man of

bad been all gaiety ‘and ‘lighiness, full of
movement and fitfulness, - |

The mother loved to talk of her sons,
and she found a sympathetic listener in
Helen. She talked of both, but she talked
most of Valentwne; of his errors and fail-
ings, his wildness, recklessness, follies of all
kinds, but somehow or other the result of
all the mother's talk was to prove that way-
ward son the most brilliant and loveable of
young men. Unconsciously, that favouring
love pleaded and apologised for him, and
spread a gloss over all the dark spots in his
character,

‘Il am sorry you and he are not better
friends,” said Lady Belfield, after one of
these conversations, :

** Oh, buc we are excellent friends. Mr.
Belfield was very kind to me out hunting,
He was my pilot through some of our best

{ in the face as resolutely as a man looks at a | in & terra-cotta tailor gown, which would
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runs.”

** A daogerous pilos, I fear, child, But
you are so very distant to each other.”

“Are we?’ faltered Helen. **Perhaps
we have very little in common except our
love of fox-hunting. Mr. Belfisld canno:
care &2 talk to an inexperienced girl.”

** Oh, but I thiok it is you who keep him
at a distance. You might be a little more
sisterly in yvour manner.”

“ Uil try,” said Helen, ““but as I never
had a brother, I hardly know how brothers
are to be treated.”

““If you liked him there would be no
difficulty,” answered Lady Belfield, re-
proachfully. Helen hung her head and said
never a word

Cons'an.e Belfield bad been struck by
som-t-ing strange 'in her son’s mavner to
his brozher's betrothed, and in her manner
to him. Tnoere was not that frank, easy
friendliness. which the mother would have
liked to see; and knowing Valentine’s diffi-
cuit temper and overweening pride, she fore
saw trouble in the future.

Thne Abbey belonged to Lady Belfield for
her lifetime, but it had been agreed between
Adrian and his mother that he and his wife
were to live there, and to be master and
mistress in all things. Constance Belfiald
would slip into the second place. She conld
leaa her quiet intellectual life just as happily
a8 queen dowager as she had done when she
was queen regnant. She would have her
own rooms, aud her own occupations, her
own uld friends,

*“ Everybody will naturally look to your

youag wife as the principal personage in
this house,’ said Lady Belfield. = “ I+'would
never do for her to be secondary in anything.
She bad better begin as sole mistress. Sae
will fall into her place more naturally, and
fill it better in the days to come With
such a housekeeper as Mrs. Marrable, she
can have no difficulties. As for myself, I
shall be quite happy when I am no longer
sovereign. And I shall not be too continually
with you. I am contemplating a cottage by
the sea, somewhere on the coast of Cornwall
—a wild, lonely .spot—where I can take an
occasional rest from all society, ’
- ¢ Dear mother, do you suppose I could
ever have too much of you, or Helen either.
She will look to you for help and countel in
all ttings. And when you start your Corn-
ish cottage, it must be big enough for all
three ot us.” -

‘*“1 have only orne diffizulty about’ the
fatare, Adrian,” |

“ What is that "’

““Your brother Valentine has been used
to think of this house as his home.”

** And it will be his home still, after I am
married. There wiil not be the slightest
leszening of his freedom. You know what
he and I have been to each other, and that
I could hardly live without him.”

This was satisfactory, but Lady Belfield
had a lurking dread of evil. She could not

help thinking that there was a silent an | _*'Ohb, but one doesn’t ask for a certificate | did this systematically. When the devoted

tagonism between Valentine and Helen.
There was such a chilling reserve in their
manner towards each other ; they seemed so

ly companionship. Valentine seemed to
take a diabolical delight in withdra

Adrian from the society of his betro

There was always an excuse for carrying
him off somewhere in the morning; and in
the ev there was the billiard room,
which at Abbey was an exclusively

there, and smoked furiously. He kept his

[ to Morcomb to invite Mrs, Baddeley and | give it. Till the same thin

;P;ly tennis,” said Valentine, tontemptuons- over, they simply refused all appli large
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