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QUEER LANGUAGES.

Beme Savages Talk by Whistling—Some
Brum—@thers Pinch Fimgers.

At the last meeting of the Berlin Anthro-
pological Scciety, Lieut. Quedenfeldt, a Ger-
man officer who has lived on Gomero Island,
one of the Canary group, described a whist-
ling language which is used by the inbabit-
ants, The language does not consist of an
arbitrary series of signals or sounds ; it
described as ordinary speech translated into
articulate whistling, each syllable having
its own appropriate tone. The Gomere uses
both fingers and lips when whistling, and
Licut. Quedenfeldt asserts that he can carry
on a conversation with a neighbor a mile off,
who perfectly understands all he is saying.

The practice is confined to Gomero Island,]

and is qui.e unknown in the other islands of
the Archipelago. .The adoption of the
whistling language is said to be due to the

uliar geological construction of Gomers

Ind. It is traversed by numerous gullies
and deep ravines running outin all directions
from the central plateau. As they are not

bridged, they can only be crossed with.

¢ difficalty ; hence a man living within
' mne's t-hl'ﬂ-g of another in a straight line
has often to go round many miles when he
wishes to see and speak to his neighbor.
This, it is conjectured, led to the adoption
of whistling as a useful means of communi-
cation, which has gradually assumed the
frnp-urtiuna of a true substitute for speech.
t is described as being anything but un-
pleasing to the ear.

This reminds one of the drum language of
the natives of the Cameroons, mentioned in
Buchholz’s book on the Westof Afiica, by
means of which the most complicated mes-
sages can be conveyed to villages at a dis-
tance when rm.ﬂ::] nahmpn};u it. For
this pu e a peculiarly sha rum is em-
ployfd.rpnﬁy d?:icding the surface into un-
even halves the instrument on being struck
may be made to yield two distinct notes.
By these and shortening or lengthening the
intervals between each note, a code is es-
tablisned, with a regular sequence of taps,
strokes, and intervals capable of expressing
every syllable in the language. All the
natives understand this code ; and so highly
elaborated is it, that a chief can its
means summo n to his presence any village
whom he desires to see, intimating to the
latter at the same time the purpose for
which he is required. In this way, too,
messages can be sent from village to village
over wide stretches of country—the drum-
mer in one hamlet transmitting to the next
the gnals he'hears—and with extraord’nary
rapidity. Buchholz had proof on one occa-
sion of the utility of this drum language and
- its capabilities as a medium of communi-
cation. The negro who had charge of his
canoe obtained leave one morning to attend
te some private business of fhis own, which
sook him to the other ride of the river. The
man remained away. an unreasonable time,
and Buchholz got very angry, as he was
waiting to leave the place. Another negro
suggested that tkey should drum for him.
The drummer was sent for and instructed
to inform the missing servant that his mas-
ter was very angry with him, and that he
was to return at once. In a few minutes
the man returned with the inevitable apolo-
gies for the length of time he had been
away. He had perfectly understood the
" message drummed out to him, as Buchholz
ascertained by inquiring of him. z

Equally curious is the so-called sign lan-

guage, or finger speech of Oriental traders,
largely employed on the east coast of Africa,
in the direction of Zanzibar. Walking
through a market ﬁﬂm in this region of the
world, the. traveller will often witness a
strange sight. A couple of grave, long-
bearded Ar=bs will step aside, each will put
his hand up the-others capacious sleeve,
and the pair will then begin apparently to
inch each other’s fingers for a few minutes.
ten the performance will be varied. One
will unroll his long tarban cloth, or perhaps
lift up his long mantle and then cover his
“hand, and concealed beneath this the pinch-
ing of the fingers will proceed as before.
The initiated know that this is a method of
bargaining by means of a code of finger
apeech understood by Eastern traders from
" gouthern Arabia and northern Africa to the
borders of Persia. It has been adopted in
the firat instance for a simple reason. In
the East,-especially along the coast of the
Red Sea, Zapzibar, and southern Arabia, all
business is transacted in the open air. And
. in all such transactions the bystanders,

idlers, riff-raff, and meddlesome hunyhﬂdiaa_l have been looked upon as & visio

I enthusiast. -

generally contrive to have a good deal to
gay, tendering their advice to both buyer
and seller. The unwritten etiquette of the
East requires that such friendly counsel
should not be resented. But as the mer-

"chants and dealers find it an unmitigated
nuisance and a great hindrance to business, .

they have adopted a certain code of finge

“signs, which they exchange when bargain-; . o ¢ o0 o e

ing, with their hands concealed under their

sleeves: or turban cloth. Each finger a.ndi
each joint of a finger represents a certain
figure. So the pair can bargain by the hour
—as they often do—to their heart’s con-
tent, and none of the noisy and gaping
busybodies around them be any the wiser

for it. L T
Progress under Difficulties,

prosperity of Dakota, ain’t you?
Dakota Citizen—In what way ?

““ You would like to population pour
in upon us by the million, wouldn't you?
Of course you would. Waell sir, we have
had sixteen tons of pamphlets printed, show-
ing the marvellous icultnral, horticul-
tural and floricul resources of this
wonderful section and calling upon farmers
everywhere to sell out come to this
gnrdan of the gods. But we need a little
help to get these besutifully written treat-

ises before the public.”

In the Dakota Blissard.

The sun shone fair in the clear, crisp air—Dakotas, &% w:fwm of every person’s time i-do-.

mmﬁmm'hmmr-y,ﬂﬁdhruﬂ
ern test—

But Chambers was a Western man, on the frontier
used to roam, .
And his boys went along, with alaugh and song, 0

help drive the cattle home,

The old man’s eye caught tﬁa gleam on high of &

- suallen, yﬂw cloud, Sass

And lo, the % faded out from the sky, and on
. &!' ﬂE a M.

Fierce roar was heard, and with never a word, save
K Home, while the storm allows I T
He sped on» boy back, while he kept the track
the other lad and the cows.

The air filled vp like & frozen cup, each drop had the

int of a thorn, :
Each ngap for breath seemed certain death ; it grew

black, though the hour wgs morn 1

They staggered on with faces wan and courage grown

almost cula ; ) :
«]je down, my son, my darling son, and this coat

about you fold.”

t the man in anguish walked up and down and
i n;d tumbled at last to his knees,
For the coat that wrapped the boy so warm left the
father bare to freeze—

And he felt the cold hand at his heart. “Up, up,

boy, I eay;
Kneel?:i' a :F:lnm.!unl;; ’b_v my eide and let me hear you

pray.” ,

-Their prayers went straight to heaven’s gate, and at

dawn the faithful bound
Bayed for the rescue till the boy by tendar_hmd:
was found.

His father low in the drifted snow lay stiff, and yet

gtill he smiled
As though in death he seemed to know he had died

to tave his child !

Light in Darkness.
BY PHEBE CARY,

Do we think of the light and sunshine,
Of the blessings left us still,

Whea we g8it and ponder darkly
And blindly o'er life's ill, .

How should we dispel the shadows
Of still and deep despair,

And lessen the weight of anguish
Which every hea:t must bear |

The clouds may rest on the preseat,
And sorrow on days that are gone,
But no night is so utterly cheerlers
That we may not look for the dawn
And there is ho human being
With so wholly dark a lot,
But the heart by turning the picture
May find some sunny spot.

For, as in the days of Winter,
When the snow-drifts whiten the hill,
Some birds in the air will flutter
And warble to cheer us still ;
Ho, if we would hark to the music,
Scrme hope with a starry wing
In the days of our darkess sorrow
Will git in the heart and sing.

Things Never Done.

EY ATTAKAFAR

Greater deeds than have ever been seen,

Brichter songs than the t has sung,
.ﬁreﬁa thiﬂg‘ﬂg:lhlt are drapau:;ed and tried, I ween,

But which have never been done.

The fairest picture the artist painta
Is hung on the wa l of his brain;

On his canvas rests but the shadow faint
Of what he wished to attain.

Above success hovers ever the thought,
Marriog sadly its blies ;

Better than this was the thing I sought— -
Eetter, far better, than this,

For, strive as we may, we cannot grasp
The visions that lure us on—

They are ever held in our mental clasp,
And our best is never done.

But this fancy does oft my senses woo ;
Tha:ﬁ:erhnpu in the world to come

"We shall find the things we have tried to do
But which have never been done. -

= o

A Bridge Across the Oxus,

A little over two weeks ago last Wednes.
day the first train of cars crossed the long
bridge that has been thrown over the Oxus
River in Russian Central Asia. This struec-
ture, which is nearly a thonsand feet longer
than the Brooklyn Bridge, including its
approaches, spans a classic river, of which
very - little was known thirty years ago,
except through the writings of the old his-
torians, who described the exploits of Alex-
ander and Tamerlane, The man who ten

| years ago had predicted that to-day irom

rdils would stretch over wide deserts and
the upper course of the famous Oxus, which
had bevn reached in modern times by only
three or four disguised white men, would

The road bed has been graded for nearly

: the entire distanze between the Oxus and

Samarcand, and, with the completion of the
bridge, the work of laying the track will
rapidly proceed, Within the next three
months it is ¢xpected that the trans-Caspian
railroad will be completed to Samarcand
gﬁrﬂm the Caspian Sea to
the capital of the Mongol conqueror.
This road is remarkable not only because

it pushes far into inner Asia, but also because

some unique problems in railroad construc-

tion have been solved by its successful pro-
gress. Many engineerssaid a railroad could
not be maintained through the shifting sands

- of the Kara-Kum desert.
! koff, by covering parts of his roadway with
g s ' clay, by placing in his embankments layers
Dakota Immigration Commissioner—Say, of the branches of a desert shrub, and by
my friends, you are interested in the future cunltivating along parts of the route many
thousands of desert plants whose roots retain
the sand, has thus far maintained his road
bed without deterioration. The problem of
& water supply was solved by bringing water
in pipes from mountains that two
hundred miles of the route ; also by canals
from the Murghab, while artesian wells are
the source of supply between Merv and the
Oxus, hlt&gﬁl?lthltilﬂﬂﬁtﬂﬁ of fuel,
and where the cold is at times intense, pe-
trolenm has been utilized to drive the loco-
. motives and to heat thesixty railroad{stations

along the way.

““Oh! Want money for postage, eh?” ! Russia may indeed be proud of the

“ No, we've got that fix But the train eil assured and aston-
which is to bear them to the outer world m;mtﬁm“

has got stuck half a mile from the stationm, ;
and we want you-to shoulder a shovel and

help dig it out of the mmow.”—|{Omaha

World.
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The Far-Beaching

Curate (visi a poor cabman down with take little mster out such a sbormy night as

building.

e
He Enew What He Was Talking About.
One stormy night about four months
a little girl came into a hm“ i
| where there was already a boy or four |
. Perfume of a good name heralds the claim old. One bad evening this week the
that Patnam’s Painless Corn Extractor is a ou

ing the
sure, certain, and painless remedy for corna, : boy wanted to go and take the baby.
Fifty imitations prove it to be the best. At To_this the mmmw

er and mother were go

-
-

bronchitis}—** Have you been in the habit this ?”

of going to church?” Poor Cabby (fain ;
_'qoﬁ'tuylhﬂ,ﬁ';ht"{ml{y}"m was a good deal stormier tham this the

druv a good many parties there, sir I” lnlghtlhmhuu."
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The Po:nt of View.

to making faces at oﬂlﬂm_

The unmitigated respect of mo one man
ir ever given, very long, to mrqﬁarm

No man ever thinks himself wrong—not
even when for policy’s sake he admits him-
self to be in error, It is always the other
fellow who really is mistaken. -

When two or more Ppersons are
ona given int, they warmly appla  each
other's wisdom. W hen they disagree, they
feel contempt for each other, even if they
don’t express it. ¢ O

Idiocy, pig-headedness or crankism marks
every m;np;im tenets &iﬁ'a:“ from nm:.m

The society man snuffs up his nose a
!ﬂiﬂn:ht. n;gtha scientist 1o0ks with disgust
on the society man. v i

Each regards the employmeén iver-
sicns of the other asa waste of time.

From the social point of view, the scien-
tist is a dry, mnsty old fogy ; and from the
latter’s point of view, the society man 18 &
buttermilky, rattle-pated ass. _

Both are right, and both are wrong.-

This may sound paradoxical, l.'fi:,t it is

not. '
Everything depends on the point of view
:nd‘;';t runs ng.l.l Eﬂngh life in every direc-
tion.
All earth is either a heaven or a fool’s
paradise—just as you happen to look at
it.

The daw likes his own miea better ths.’n
that of a nightingale, and the donkey can't

understand why outlines should be less |

admired than those of a blooded horse.
Several critics attend a play, and no two
of them agree on its merits. £
A book is published by a famous author,

and some people call it zood, and some call

it bad.,

Women of taste differ on questions of

dress and deportment.

One person prefers beer to coffes, and

another cheese to oranges,

It is wholly a matter of where you zit, as
to whether you see most of the heads or the
heels of a ballet. ; '

Nothing is judged according to definite

standards, There is no system of reasoning

by which to reach just conclusioni. The
| giddy, foolish old world, plethoric enough
of some things, is badly barren of others,
and chief among these is the lack of appre-

ciation of ethics.

Now, all things are matters of personal

warp and bias—all points of view.

If a man has corns, he thinks are aw-
ful things ; and if he hasn’t he langhs at the

fuss which others make about them.

The tramp thinks that vast riches should
be legislated against ; and the millionaire
thinks that the laborer has as much as he

deserves.

The reformer howls against tha-abnna of
power, until he has power to abuse; and
the preacher moralfzes against yielding to

temptation, until somebody tempts him.

‘Man owes his narrowness to being more
familiar with the contents of his own hide

than he is with the individuality of others,
and to thinking that because he is himself,

he must, necessarily, be nearer right than

those who differ from him.
All men are either fools or philosophers,

just as you please ; and all life is filled with

wisdom and goodness, or evil and lunacy,

just as you have a mind to accept it. There

is no way of getting at any of it definitely,
for there are no balances to weigh it in, and
no standards of measurement.

There is nothing, anywhere, but the point

of view.

e
Curiosities of Courtship.

A California miner having amassed quite
a fortune, was returning by ship to New
York, to visit old friends and to find him-
self a wife. A young woman on board the
ship serving in the capacity of nursery
governess to the family of a merchant on
board, pleased him much by her neat and
modest appearance. H > therefore introduc-
ed himself one day, and broke the ice of his

purpose with one reckless plunge: ‘¢ Mn:i
dam,; my name is —— parents an
fa.miif reside in New ﬁnt:;him; I have

property amounting to $200,000, snd expect

to engage in business in ——. I am a per-

fectly temperate man, and I can give you

ood reference to testify to my eral up-
;E'ight character. I am ummn-ieﬁw :

took in the character of the suitor at once.

“* Thank you,” she said, ** I will,” and on

landing they were forthwith married.

How the Princess Louise, of Savoy, ever

recovered from her humiliation after hav-
ing offered herself in marriage to Charles,

Duke of Bourbon, only to receive a grave
but positive refusal, few women can under-
mﬁ_ Ladies, however, are permitted.to

assgist a bashful wooer when

Either he fears his fate too much
Or his desert too small,

Whﬁlﬂnhf@lﬁﬂ to the touch
Or win and lose it all.

More shrewd still was the young lady—

and more daring—who told her admirer
that she was a mind-reader, and could read
what was going on in his mind at that mo-
ment ; that he wanted to to her but
did not know how to doit, w of course,
relieved the young man from his embarrass-

ment permanently.

h to
for you?”

me.”

—
|

Hus | Cover CURR cures in one minute.

tour. He (sentimentally)
ou love me betier than
¥ She—

On the wedding:
T
us

dear. Be's dead.”

Steamship Passengers

“cem - -
i k should take the Erie rail-
il the shortest and best

e close to the
companies.
e EﬁP:!

w bonnet at the

way, as it is not onl
line, but lands peop!
the leading steamshi
ing tickets, ask for
In Ligh feather—A ne
theatre.

ITCHING PILES.
SymproMs—Moisture : intense itching and stinging;

moat at night : worse b
‘continue tumors form,

scratching. If allowed to
{dch often gloud and ulcer-
sore. Swavxs's QINTMENT 8to
eeding, heals ulceration, and

vobing sad DI
the tumoura, It is

ually effi-
WAYNE

- A. P. 386.
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Sale—Illustrated desoripsive Oas-
?ﬂ?:'guu free. R.Chamberlin, Toronto.

FOR ALL. 830 a week and e
d. Valuable outfit and

res. P.0.VICKERY, Augusta,Maine,

OD AGENTS WANTED over the entire Do-
minion, Address, GEO. D. FERRIS,
87 Church Btreet, Toronte,

Allan Line Royal Mail Steamship:.
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RHEUMATISM moderately che

PAINE'S CELERY (o

blood. It drives ont tﬁﬁﬂm‘ oy
- causes Rheumatism, angq m‘%‘lﬁ

making organs to a healthy congigyg, "¢

true remedy for Rheumatisy, Ty

KIDNEY COMPLAINT:

PAINE'S CELERY Co

beyond moderation, and tl
b on too public to be passe
. . home and sat by, whi

Bulfinch
' Hift:-vide:t to him that the
standing, and carriec
= e of the coachman, of
i efore Mrs. Egreme

nerve tfonics, makes it the mmh +sd a8 house steward,—and o

for all kidney com Tetnedy Indeed, it was the
DYSPEPSIA o efasal to connive had br

PAINE'S CELERY CoMPoUND ; -

stomach, and qﬂﬂathenenm ' m“'?:hm in all was suf

tive crgans, Thiui:whynmmh Wmdh Alice’s heart leapt

worst cases of Dyspepsia. ; h band ald be wholly
CONSTIPATION . ovil genius were once depar

PAINE'S CELERY CoMPOUND ramont would not see it.
tic. Itisa laxative, E[mg_;ﬂﬂ etion to sacrifice the “““ﬁ;m
wm the bowels. Regularity surely g with the] bailill ar

b

or other nformation a
., Baltlmore ; 8. Cunard & Oo.
ﬁ'ﬁd.; Wm. Thomyg
en & Co., Ohicage

Por freight,
A. Bchurcacher &
Halifax : Shea & Oo.,
gon & Co., St John, N.B.;
Love & Alden, New York; H. Bourlier, Toronts
Allans, Bas (& Co., Quebec; Wm. Brookle, Philaas!
phia: H. A. Allen Poriland Rostor Montreal.

8%. John

its use, mily, and felt none of the pit;
Becommended by professional and by [l for the pretty, silly, b
men. Send for book. oohters; but as to the ¥

Price $1.00. Sold by Druggist, ooh | the poor fellow had be:
WELLS, RICHARDSON & co, y all this t]?mi.;:ha“v?;né

; Hﬂn'lirﬂﬂl. Qllﬂ . ﬁ].d kﬁ:w in m“E tress ;
FYORONTO, CUTTING §CHOOL-4 cin Bigoer, and that was enough to
CHANCE to acquire a thorough knowledp y , forggﬂmﬂng with the

arment cutting in all its branches. Nows SRl s English judice.
to enter. Good cutters are in gnatdemmﬁ:gﬁ'ﬁ their pess
wages. Terms. on application. 8, Cormou i
Yonge Street. ; '

;d Mr, Balfinch.

“] daresay, & Year or more

(olonists” Trains

slogue. MATTHEWS BROS. & CO., Torea,

TUMORS, ULCEES, Em.
GANGER, cort. o e = o oy i e
§ cure, no pay.  Send stamp iy w—the w only di
pamphlet. W, L. SMITH, M.D.,124 Queen E Tomey her 3 ::'dm’l
: fort in private. *°. s 4
[ILD, gﬂﬂﬂsgﬂ E&mnﬁ':h o B": know ;.1 am afraid Gregor

Room Mouldings, Frames, etc. Paiotingy, b I found him out in his «
ravings, Etchiogs, Artotypes, Artlsts' Materi

irtors, etc. Wholesale and retail. Trade (s

G AN Anl AN P AGIFIG £\ UELPH Business College, Gueiph, tx [liom
RAILWAY

Will run S¢ttlers’ Teains to all points in

ises enlarged, and new appliances added. Thebu
| ness Departmentaffords ore of the best courss &

The faculty has been strengthened, the prs _
e pative flunkey—genera

tainabie, while the Shorthand | et [liloundation either—they are m
accompliched results unequalled in the history d as to that; but your
shorthand. Ladies admitted to all advantages ofenl BER ;0 Joag it more neatly, :
by the Institution. Students enter at any time. (i s t t the
culars mailed free. M. MacCORMICK Principal "t tter servan han

MANITOBA DAKOTA,

) THE NORTH-WEST,
British Columbia and the Pacific Coast,

Leaving Toronto, N. & N.-W. Station, Brock Street,
at 9 p.m.,

AND AGCIDENT CO. (L0: OFL0YO0K B [l knows his manzers to you,

E £ . ‘th a B
Capital, £260,600. Dominion Government Depwsi, s wt'- wi
ﬂsﬁmu. Head Office : 72 King St. £ast, Torook, le her wish she could tru
. Gentlemen of inﬂue:ﬁgc Eaﬂnnted in unrepresechl BENLY not,
mﬂ“. ﬂ.. 1. W : [ (] - 4 iﬂ' T
- Resident Secretary for the Dominioe Yes, he always is—

mehow I see it is under prt

TUESDAY, FEB'Y 28TH,

and every Tuesday thereafter during March and April

In the Churh of Rome—10th- Edition—chesperl
price. 832 . AGENTS, Ladies or Geoliens,
tosell this Vivip, Fascixativg and TRaIC book. Lir
eral terms, ADDREsS, A. G. WATSON, Toum
WiLLARD TrAcT DEPOSITORY, TORONTO.

A colonist eleeper will be attached to these trains.
Make early application to agent for what cars and
berths you will require. 23-feet cars supplied for
colonists’ movables. No Customa delay or expense,

No quarantine. No transfers. For further informa-

Mr. nt laughed.
me ; why, you don’t u-unm_dﬁ
ha a full-grown mist
Look here, you
ready, but the new fellow
od the rest ‘of them thall
- ing—Gregorio -axn

CHINIQUY'S ‘FIFTY YEARS

tion see agent, or write

COLONIZATION AGENT,
110 King Street West, Toronte,

IN GOLD

MACHINE, =ith new
improvements, is away

head of and eve
idiachi:a mmﬂﬁmrmeutmtumd only by

FOR THE

r'!l:hat-’u taking the lead, new or second hand, sppir

.muu!“
“ Tis not the money, bt
orio is & bad—not a good—
“Ho, ho ! she wants to
hoas footman l:;:td cﬁmﬂhm

Ik you, my dear By 3
miﬁwhumid, ¢ Vole

mory likewise had
rio's dismissal, and there ¥
ben Alice had to confes

5 vild move her husband ag
ALEX. DOI&, 61 Nelson -] . 'I'nrll____ lanon even lashed hi
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