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T 1 « Wall now, children, how would rm
]:N.ASHUGH like to go hum weth me, where you'd hev

' p]entymutm’wm,m’agooqﬁrem

—_ warm ye ?”. said the farmer, after swallow-

‘- : oy’ ing an inconvenient lump in his throat, and
What Farmer Engg's Brought Home on 5 ﬂ% daring & wichitat '}’m L e bR
Christmas Eve. plan. ", - , ‘
o _ _ ¢ T dunno, sir,” replied the boy, nln_:ﬁg
«Hanner, 1 verily b''eve somthin’s goin’ | to bis accustomed misery wlzh child
to happen to-day,” said Farmer Briggs to | tenacity. ** Shell we go, Sissy !’ But Sisay
his wite a8 he stood before the small look |declined to express an opinion until Farmer
" ing glass in the kitchen arranging his strag- | Briggs had her in his arms, when she posi-
ling locks, preparatory to a day’s trip to | tively refused to go ualess her beloved
oronto. ““Thet big white rooster’s bin | Kissmus-twee” could go too, which point
follerin’ me about, an’ crowin’ et the t-p of | conceded, the trio “hastened ' back to the
hez voice, an’ the yerlin’ heifer, she’s bin | farmer’s starting-point, while at intervals
bawlin’ et my heels, an’ I ’low sumthin’s in | came the ejaculation, Jeruealem ! What'll
the wiad, ef signs don’t fail.” Hanner say *”

«T dropped th edish-cloth, tu, thes morn- | * Why, Sam | Briggs! What under the
in’,” responded Hannah reflectively, as she | sun an’ airth hev you bin up to ?" was that
stood with her hands resting on her hips, |good woman’s exclamation as Bess and
‘ an’ thet’s a sure sign of comp’ny, though | Snowball came trotting into the yard, and
to be sure I don’t know of any body’d come | Farmer Briggs appeared in view with the
%o Gee us either. We're all alone in the big | children bundled in the big buffalo robe Ly
world, Sam’l,” she rejoined, with a touch of his side. “ Wall, I never !” ehe pmuee@ed
pathos in her voice, ‘‘an' some way it|as he Jumggﬂi from the seat, and, opening
seems dretful lonsome to hev Christmas so | the robe, disclosed the half-clad, half-fam-
pigh at hand an’ not a chick er child in the | ished objects of his care.- Do bring the
world to enjoy et with us.” poor little creatures in; they look een-

¢ 'Twouldn’t & bin so ef she’d lived.” | amost froze. Where hev you bin, Sam’l ?
and she nodded her head in the direction “_Wa-]l, Hanner,” replied the farmer,
of the distant grave-yard, where, above the | coming in and putting his hands reverently
snow, the tops of the tombstones were visi- | on the heads of the little cnes, who had
in the morping’s sunlight. been seated so near the blazing fire that

¢ Wall, Hanner, the Lord knows best there was imminent danger of their scorch-
what’s good for us,” replied the farmer, giv- ing, “you see the star of Beth’lnm -went
ng her shoulder a sympathetic touch with his afore me to-day, an’ et led me to a heap
great horny hand ; “ taint fur us to be dic- | wuss place than a manger, an th&r‘I fonnd
tatin’ to the Lord about his dealin’s weth us, | these little orphins, sick an’ cold an’ friend-
is it, now ?” g less ; an’, Hanner,” here his yoice broke and

¢ No, Sam’l, no,” replied the wife, r.- tears stood in his honest eyes, 1. did jest
sponding to the tender touch with asad smile |es I tho’t you'd want me to, an’ we wont be
as she busied herself in brushing the best | childless any more, e ’
coat, which hung over a chair by the fire te | *‘The Lord led ye, Sam’l,” was Hannah’s
warm, ‘*but I can’t help a-thinkin’ sum- | broken reply, and going up to him she put
times.” her arms around his neck and kissed him

¢ Wall now, Hanner,” said the farmer, I‘E‘TETE_IH';IF_&H& tenderly. o g :
after the preparations were all complete, | *‘Alntit good, Toby,” whispered Sissy,
¢ what wuz it you told me to git? Sugar, |88 she ravenously devoured a steaming bowl
tea, spices, caliker, and red flannil,” and | of warm hraad"a.nd milk. : :
carefully counting the 1tems on his fingers, | * You bet !” replied Toby, smacking his
he laboriously wrote them down in his well- | lips in delight. “I guess, Sissy, the angel
shombed note-book. hez come arier us, jest as mother said.”

¢ Ye might as well get thet pair of | ‘‘But Itho't thetan els hed wings and
woolen blankits we wuz talkin’ of for thet | wored white,” objected Sissy. e ads
kitchen bed-room, an’ a bar’l of flour,” Han- | ‘' Wall, mebbea angel sent this good man
nah suggested, and, these items added, the then,” ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂd“—'d Toby, I‘Eﬂ_ﬂﬂh‘?&lj:; “ any-
list was complete. ways, did ye ever see sich a nice warm

Brown Bess and Old Snowball had it | Place in all your life afore, Sissy ?”
about their own way as they jogged on| ‘‘ No, never,” replied Sissy, * ‘cept onct,
toward the city ; it was a clear, frosty when I Wﬁnt inter a saloon to aee ef daddy
morning, the trees glittering in the sunlight, | Wuz ther.
each.tiny branch tipped with a frost dia-| The warmth of the fire and the meal were
mond ; but Farmer Briggs was woefully in- | better than medicine for the child, sick

different to the beauties of nature, and his | With cold and huoger, and Toby soon had
mind wandered backward through the vista | the satisfaction of seeing her play with a
of years, and in spite of him lingered re- frolicsome kitten, which was brought in for
etfully around the ** might have been” her, with unusual vivacity, and when as
which death had rendered impossible. night came on, and Hannah gave them each
It did not take long after his arrival in | 8 motherly scrubbing with warm water and
the city to make the purchases so carefully | Plenty of ant soap, and tucked them up
noted down, snd the store of apples and the | in such a bed as they had never dreamed of
fat mutton he had brought in were disposed | in their wildest imaginations of luxury, fur-
of to good advantage w%ﬁle it was compara- nished with the identical new blinkets
tively early in the day. brought from the city, their little hearts
¢ T b'l'eve I'll take a walk an’ see what I | Were ﬁllqd with content, and Sissy reacl:ﬁned
can see, while the hosses are. feedin’,” said | "P her little puny arms to Hannah, saying
" he to himself, as he stood in the door of the | sWeetly : J Sa
market, which was hardly a stone’s-throw | ‘‘Mammy said ef I'd be dood a nangel
from a neighborhood where the poor were | Wud tum an’ tate tare of us, Toby an’ me,
huddled together in bleak tumble-down | Put I dess I'd rasser hev you. . :
houses. The spirit of unrest seemed to A mysterious big basket was brought in
have taken possession of the usually quiet after the “hﬂd“? were fairly asleep, and
breast of Farmer Briggs, and he plunged Hannah and Sam’l unpacked it with beam-
down into this poversy-stricken portion of | ing faces. s v U g OB £ T
" the great city as if he had business there. “I'm go ¢lad you tho’t on’t, Sam’l,” said
On, on, he walked, passing street after Hannah, as she brought out warm mittens,
street, and many a filthy alley, when sud- hood, cap, stockings, and shoes, and suadry
denly his attention was arrested by |Pundles of material for garments as yet
the sound of singing, and stopping short unmade, and lastly a bag ha.vmg“a suspicious
he looked about eagerly to find whence it smell of oranges and candy, * and in the

CABLE. mornin’ yon’d better hitch Bess to the single
5 L] .1

‘-1 want ter be a nangel, sleigh an’ go over 'n’ get Hetty Mereness to

En weth the angels stan ,” come over 'n’ do a week’s sewin’, an’ we'll

piped a little tremulous voice, and to his in- | get- these poor little bodies clothed as
tense astonishment he found it came from | well as warmed an’ fed.”

an old, broken-down omnibus, which stood| ‘‘I've bin thinking, Hanner,” said Sam’l,
in a nesrly deserted alley ; its wheels were | pointing to the bit of evergreen lying on the
gone, and the body of the vehicle stood upon | table, **thet we'd give the little creeturs a
the grounc, and the window glasses were all | taste of a rale Christmas to-morrer night.
eracked, but the actual holes were carefully | Hannah, ye'd a cried in spite o’ yerself to

stuffed with rags. _ hev seen thet little bit o’ green stickin’ up
“Jerusalem! ef I don’t bTeve thar's |en the corner of that old omnybus.”

childring en that air old ark,” said the farm- | ‘‘I'll cry now ef you tell me any more,”

er, stealing closer to the novel affair to take | cried Hannah, with a tearful amile, '*“ but

observations. you go to the woods in the mornin’ an’ git

‘- A crowa upon my forrid. a little hemlock, an’ Hetty ’n me’ll trim it

A harp wethin my— ap an’ hang it weth the toya thet’s packed

““O Toby, I's_so told,” wailed a tinier, | away,” and she nodded her head toward a
girl’s voice, as Farmer Briggs orought his | sacred drawer in the tall old-fashioned bu-
ear closer to the crazy old door. reau, ““an’ ef it aint jest as grand as it

““Now yon mustn’t cry an’ fret, Sissy,” | might be it’ll be a foretaste,”
said the boy's voice-in chiding tones, * when | ‘¢ Jest so,” replied the farmer heartily
I've bin an’ fixt ye up sech a nice Chrissmus- | ““an’ I guess I'll kill thet big turkey in the
#ree, an’ gin up my bizness ter day to rock | morin’; et begins to look as ef we might git
an’ sing ter yer. Go to sleep, thet’s a good | it eat mp. Powerful knowin’ bird, that
girl ! ‘I want ter be—'" white rooster,” he pursued reflectively, as

‘““ But I's so sick, Toby,’ wailed the fee- | he pared a big red apple. *“I tole ye some-
ble voice again, interrupting the singer. thin’ wuz goin’ to happen.”

I know it, sissy,” said the boy, and the| Sucha d%?y as it was! Hetty Mereness
grief and terror in his tones were pitiful, | came early, in company with a trim hemlock,
‘“ but do try an’ git ter sleep, and mebbe the | and then such odors as began to fill the
good Santy Kloss will come an’ put some- | house, as pies, and doughnuts, and cakes

_ thin’ real purty on yer tree. I'll take off | began to accumulate and take their places
my jacket an’ wrap round yer, an’ thet’ll | on the capacions dresser.
keep yer warm.” ““Why, Mis’ Briggs,’ said Toby, as he

“ Will the dood angel tum an’ tate tare of | peeped curiously into the lnrgﬁ pantry and |

me while I's asleep?” asked the child as|spied the barrel of flour, * what an awful

the boy was taking off his poor garment. lot of flour to hev et onct. Mar never got
““ T haint a very good-lookin’ angel,” said | but twenty-five cents’ wuth,”

Farmer Briggs to himself, ““but I can’tstan’'| ¢ Land sakes alive !” exclaimed Hannah,

that,” and opening the door his big heart | with uplifted hands, *‘ it duz beat all how |

swelled with pity and surprise as he viewed | some folks live, er ruther don’t live ; en how
the forlorn scene. many pounds o’ butter, do tell ?” .
._One of the old moth-eaten seats was fur-| ¢ Pounds?” said Toby, with a puzzled
nished with an older and more tattered buf- | air. *““I dunno; we get five cents’ wuth a
falo-robe, which served as a bed; a one- | Saturday night sometimes ; ez that butter?”
legged stool, the missing members supplied | pointing to a great golden roll on the dress-
by a friendly brick ; in one corner a bit of a | er ; and his eyes dilated with wonder and
branch of evergreen decorated with a few dali%ht upon being told that it was.

bits of tissue paper, and, staring in alarmed “J tell you, Sissy, we've got to the land
surprise at the rough, kind tace of the far- | o’ milk an’ honey I heerd mar read -about
mer intruding into their miserable solitude, | out ov the Bible onct,” said he, as

were two little pale, shivering waifs who | were left in the great kitchen alone, while

ealled this fantastic abode ‘‘ home.,” mysterious things were being done in the|

‘‘ Jerusalem cricketers !’ said Farmer | unused parlor.

Briggs, with a long whistle of dismay.| W cannot desribe the surprise and:

Y Hn:. children, ye don’t say thet ye live of those-peor, neglected little

here. hearts when, after the: wonderful
“Yes, sir,” ed the toy. they were ushered into the room which
¢ An’ ye don’t to death?! Wall, ef | would have been a fairy-land to them with-

shet don’t but'mﬁ' thing I ever heard on,” | out the Christmas-tree in  the corner, * a

tared the boy ; * through the summer we | atonce sras more theyoculd
dedn’t mind, but Sissy’s bin ailin’ an’ can’t | sion for, and;was received; .as

resumed he. ¢ 'ud Hanner say rale Kissmus-twee,” Si
“ It’s gittin’ awful cold now, sir,” ven- whilpaﬁd: “: B‘;M%LE B
e - ) 5 s m
sIaze-

stan the cold.” stares of
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the farmer. P At iast, when it was all over, and Foby
‘* No, air ; got run over an’ kilt, an’ | slumbered beside Simy, who

ot and tell she died | clung even dreams wonderfal
ﬁ iiuick—n;:t choked t up, =sir, tl:l.' doll which hﬂ% hh'm.w
Was gone .We | ¥ replied Polly
boy earnestly, drawing near the friendly M%’l :: mmm
siranger. . ® | retired to their bed, the radiant guard-

household bent lovingly g Tﬁ““" i ﬁnn H I-Emml Jﬂﬂﬂ“ll:’ in any case, even if no mw\\\
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| And whispered : “ Dear Annie, is you fast asleep 1" The leading reward is a really first-class, | of jecimal money, and wgﬂ E? erde

“ Why, no, brother Willie,” & sweet voice replies, exceptionally well and solidly built brick ing up to the advanta
“I've t:isti in vain, but I can’t shut my eyes ; NYJ.

B83Y,

‘Ard perhaps she asked Him
Erel e

With the sack full of presents he hrm_:qht every

 year."

breast.

their beds.

sleep.

prayers.

gigh,

draw nigh.

As soon a8 the beams of the b
FPutthe darkness in flight and

night.”
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There were tears on their pill.ws and tears in their _ P, .
And each little bosom was heaving with sighs; A Fine Brick House Given Away. Addrers, S. FRANK W, T
For to-night their stern father's command had been e e i

oped i er more hear 3
Eﬂiﬁiﬂ:ﬂm‘bﬁﬁm cgi%lﬁ]ﬂlf;ﬁfgpmentﬂ each | the number ¢f them, far exceeds anything

« Well, why tan’t we pay dest as mamma did then, | room on second floor : in short, all modern clock divides the day into 19

pressed, .
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“ Now, Willie, you know we must firmly believe This competition will remain open until :

That the presents we ack for we're sure to receive ; next, inclusi t is

And by that you will know that your turn kas come earnestly hoped that our readers will take the system, but the observations of M.}
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So saying, he softly ascended the stairs,
And arrived at the door to hear both of their| After this magnificent list of prizesare all

His Annie's *“ bless papa ” draws forth the big tears given away, there will follow the great
And Willie’s grave promise falls eweet on his 2o . | middle list, when to the sender of the middle produced by the slightest action of bi
“Strange, strange I'd forgotten,” said he, with a | correct answers of the whole competition,

““How I longed, when a child, to have Christmas
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