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“(Can you look her in the face and say
at she is wrong ?”’ Sir Geoffrey interrupt-
4 “Of course, you cannot deny the
qith of her words. Then why am I bound
pfolfil my contract with you 2”

“ Becanse I have your word it shall be so.
(a your word, and by the power I hold over
i, I claim my wife still.” :

“And in'good time, you shall have her,
Hector le Gautier.”

The group assembled there looked sudden-
yat Lucrece, as she spoke. She came for-
wrd now, facing the Frenchman, who eyed
ber with an undisguised sneer.

“And what has the maid of Miss Charteris
wdo with me #”

“Much,” she answered quietly. ‘¢ Do
you know who I am ?” :

“A gervant who has gotinto the drawing-
mm by mistake. If I am wrong, please
talighten me.”

Lucrece stepped forward, throwing her
tead back, and placing one hand upon a
able at her side. I will enlighten you.
Five years is a long time in a lifetime like
mme, but your memory will carry you back
wthe Villa Mattio. Hector le Gautier, I
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“And I am no wiser now.”

“ButI am,” Enid exclaimed. *¢ Father,
jou remember Signor Visci, the artist who
wed to meet us at Rome ?”

“Yes, my dear”—with a glance at Le

Wer—“s fine specimen of an Italian
falleman. The only unpleasant recollec-
%n I have of him is, that he first introduc-
« me to Monsieur le Gautier.”

The Frenchman’s eyes flashed, and he
moved asif to speak s but Lucrece continued
ﬂi"ﬂﬂ “You may not remember me ;

' you: have not forgotten my sister,
[;G"“E‘m Ah ! I have moved you now !
B Charteris, you were in Rome when she

ted, Her false lover stands before
ol now 1"
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An awkward silence fell upon the group.
Le Gautier was the first tﬂp‘:;ﬂﬂk. Thnsa
qu;kit}d :ii'mnli:;uru in his eye, and an
air of resi melancholy on his face. ““You
have miajg:dged me,”’ hi said sorrowfully.
| Some day you will be ashamed of this—
Sir Geoffrey you are the victim of a design-
Ing woman, who seeks, for some reason, to
traduce my fair fame. If I have a wife, let
them bring me face to face with her here.”
| “You bave your wish, Hector, for I am
here I”

Le Gautier bounded forward like a man
who hzd received a mortal hurt, and
on the_speaker with glaring eyes. Valerie
was standing before him, not without agi-
tation herseli. A low cry burst from his
lips, and he drew his shaking hand down
his white, damp face. *‘What brings
you here?” he asked, his voice sounding
strangely to his own ears, as if it came from
far away. ‘“ Woman ! why do you come
here now, to destroy me utterly ?”

She shrank back—an eloquent gesture to
! the onlookers—a gesture seven years’ free-
dom from thraldom had not obliterated.
‘‘ You wished to seeme. Lo ! I am here !
Turn round to your friends now, and deny
that I am your lawful wife—deny again that
you have ever seen me before, and put me
to the proof.—Why do you not speak ?
Wo‘l:g do you not stow a little of that man-
h
have

ou used te have ? Strike me, as you

one often in the times gone by—any-

thing better than standing there, a poor,

itiful, detected swindler—a miserable
ound indeed !” ,

There was a dead silence now, only
broken by Le Gautier’'s heavy breathing,
and the rustle of his sleeve as he wiped the
perspiration from his face.

‘ There is the proof you demanded,”
Lucrece said at length. ‘¢ We are waiting
for you to deny the witness of your eyes.”

But still Le Gautier did not speak, stand-
ing there like some stone fi , his limbs
almost powerless. He raised his head a mo-
ment, then lowered it
tried to articulate a few words, but his
tongue refused its office.

Sir Geoffrey laid his hand upon the bell,
‘¢ Have you nothing to say ?” he asked.

5 I—ly Let me go ous—the place is
choking me !” Rk -

Sir Geoffrey rang the bell sharply.
‘¢ Then this interview had better close. It
has already been too long, and degrading—
James, show Monsieur le Gautier out, if you
please.— I have the honour to wish you
good-morning ; and if we do meet again,”
he added in a stern undertone, *remember,
it is as strangers.” .

Le Gautier, without another word or look,
left the room, Lucrece following a moment
later, and lea.dini Valerie away. Isodore
stepped out from her hiding-place, her face
alternately scornful and tender. :

¢« WWe owe you a heavy debt of gratitude
indeed !” Sir Geoffrey exclaimed warmly.
¢ It is extremely good of you to take all this
trouble for mere strangers. Accept my most
sincere thanks !"” =

¢s We are not quite strangers,” Isodore re-
plied, turning to Enid. *‘ Luerece told you
who she was : let me tell you who Tam. 1
have never met you, though once I hoped to
do so. I am Genevieve Visci!”

« What ! Signor Visci's sister—the girl
who—who”’'——

¢ Do not hesitate to say it. Yes, Isodore
and Genevieve are one. Out of recollection
of old times, when you were so kind to my.
dear brother, I have not forgotten you,
 knowing Le Gautier so well.”

¢¢ But Lucrece, your sister, to come here
as my maid. And Le Gautier—how did
you know? Iam allat sea yet.”’

¢ It is a long sad story, and some day
when I know you better, I will tell you all,
but nmot now. DbBatone ﬂ:r?ﬁ' ﬂm, re-
member, that come what - Gautier
cannot harm you now. He may threaten,
| but he is powerless. I have only to hold up
my hand"——

E‘.&nd Frederick—Mr. Maxwell ?”

¢ Do not be impatient. You will see him
to-morrow ; for this evening I have need of
him. You have not t.ho test groun
for anxiety. Le Gautier never harm

! one more.”’ 3
! How strangely, sternly, you speek,

at my word.

replied. -
smiled. “Do I?! Well, you
 Juodors wmfled. ¥ caid, and I may bave

planned a little retaliation of my own. The

eastern eagle flies slowly, but his flight is

t me, and fear not.”
m?nidi;fh::ﬂdm But the time was.
near when she was to understand. :
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direction of his Iodgmgl, _anywhere to
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fiendish ingenuity could contrive—and Iso-
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“Itls " Le Gautfer exclaimed,
did not think it necessary.”
in" You have no
your province.
parted with it"- He
cantly, and Le Gautier hastily .
I humbly begfonrpudou. I will fetch
have not far to go; I
cad return at once. In justice to myself, I
am sure you will permit me to fetch it.”
No !” thundered the Chief Councillor
with a glance in Le Gautier’s face that made
his heart beat thick and fast. ‘“ And as to
justice, you shall have it presently, to the
uttermost scruple.—Gentlemen, there isa
tra#grhprmnt §Pas
ith one accord they s to their fee
suspicion and alarm IE Egmng -

“ Who is it ?” they cried.
traitor !”

‘“ Look round among yourselves and see
if you can discover him.—No? Then he
wears a good mask whohas a hard conscience.
—Stand up, traitor !—ay, the most despi-
cable ; stand up, and look usin the face!
Who is the man who has enjoyed our deep-
est confidences—the man we have to thank
Isodore for discovering '—Stand up, I say !
Rise, Hector le Gautier !” -

The Frenchman knew his last hour had
come ; but he knew that such a bold accusa-
tion as this could not be made without the
most convincing proof. - Eut despite his
failings, he was not the man to cower be-
fore such a great danger. He braced his
nerves till they were like steel ; there was
ﬁ particle of fear in his face as he turned at

y. .
*“I had expected something like this,” he
said. ““It is not likely that my promotion
should pass by without incurring some
jealousy. I will say nothing about my long
services, the yearsI have spent in the service

of the League.

proof !”

E_

"A murmaur - of HPP]&“HE ran round the .J and avocation.

table at th}s a?lntlimant. There was no ap-

ce of guilt here. '
%ﬂrﬁ is your accuser—the proofs she
holds. You are charged with conspiracy to
overthrow the Let;gue, in conjunction with
another n. Your companion is one
Marie St. Jean.”

Even with his iron nerves under control
as they were, Le Gautier could not repress a
start, which was notlost upon the Councillor.

““Marie St. -Jean,” he continued, *‘re-
ceived from you certain papers for the pur-
of handing them over to the police.
The information contained therein is com-
plete. Do you deny your handwriting ?”

He threw a bundle of Ea.p-ers across the

As he read them, his
white face became corpse-like in its livid
hue. But he was ﬁﬁhﬁng for his life now,
and summoned all his self-command to his
aid, knowing full well that if he was con-
demned, he would never leave that room
alive. Hiscalm air came back to him.

¢¢ ] admit the handwriting—private mem-
oranda stolen from my a ents. I am
stili waiting for your proof. Besides, Marie
St. Jean is a member of the League ; she re-
stored tome '—— ; .

¢ Your insignia, which you had-the tem-
erity to stake upon ghe colour at Homb .
Salvarini, I mﬁoupﬂn you to say if thisis
not 8o ?” ' :

¢¢ ] would rather say nothlng about this,”
Salvarini said. Le Gautier saw how dis-
tressed and agitated he was. ‘I fear—I
much fear you have too much proof without
calling upon me.,” e

« Y%:u stand by a friend, Luigi!” Le
Gautier said bitterly. ‘Do not think of
me now. Every man must look to himself 1"

“ Sufficient of this,” the president inter-
rupted. My is are overpowering.
You are charged with packing the cards, to
force the Brﬁr.har Maxwell upon a danger-
ous mission,

¢ Enough !” the prisoner  exciaimed ;
¢¢ confront me with my accuser I”

¢¢ You shall see her—Isodore !” =

As he raised his voice, a breathless hush
fell upon the assembly. Presently, & woman
entered ; for a moment she looked at the
goup, and then raising her veil, showed her

antiful face. I -.ng

“ Marie I” A deep, bitter cry, 10
this word, burst from Le Gautier’s lips,
he fell forward upon the table, his head
upon his hands. There was no escape now,
he knew full well. And the woman he
ug loved him—the woman who
knew all his plans to the letter, was the

Prin of the League, the most
P focdore hucacit | _Salvarini looked

ds | into her face for a moment, and then whis-

one wuﬂ—ﬂmm bt‘lll:t tlllulu heard
d smiled at-him, at one man
u%oﬁd remember — heard the little word

k a womanly chord in her heart,
et thankfel, Then she made him a

ing force and sud-
gt S s S S s
upon »
s With 1e8 .nlemnl:;lenu. The
the wre man,
to say.
head and looked dazedl
.ﬁh “I? No!

have nothing to say. y. doom is senled !”

il

;g

for escape. ot re :
knew now that there was no escapein all the
wide :r:rrld for hlm;dThay left him t:huga,o
trooping into an adjoining room :
thrqngmlxg the mockery of em:nﬁ which
the orders of the League d ded. .
When Le Gautier looked up, he was alone,
save for Isodore. ‘‘ You are with
‘work now.?” - g
FGEY:, Iam satisfied now,” Isodore echoed.
«So you thought to play me off against
Enid "Charteris, poor fool ! Hector le Gau-
tier, I am going to hxyourm. Do
remember one
b when you abando & lonely trust-

glitte mm '

httl;_th]:nk; it is not
you have inan [t

eye. 3
¢ Death to the |

My accuser, and :your |

L

misery too,” he whispered hoarsely.
ﬁci,i'aﬂrmcledlil am, I shall do you a iis-
For answer, shedrew a knife from her
et, and commenced, with trembling

. to sever his bonds. One by one the
shacp Eknife cut through them, till at length

he stood a freeman. One grate-
ful glance at the wnmnn,nngr]:gﬂilmd
T (TO BE CORTINUED).
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The Influence of & Newspaper.

- The following clipped from an exchange
i§ indeed worthy ugn. lace in' our columns
as in catering to the public taste we do not
furnish sufficient insight into the conduct-
ing of a newspaper.. '

What warzp;e before the circulation of
the newspaper ? for head and heart must
havefelt a need that books could not fill
Through its columns we feeljthat we are in-
haling a new atmosphere, bracing, invigor-
ating, that stimulates the pulses to new
aims and hopes; and its issues are potent
for a greater or less amount of good or evil.

It is a mighty agent of reform that must
fructify, or wither, exalt or degrade society.
The secret of its subtle influence lies in its
continual ce and ceaseless a to
the fireside where it is a welcome guest that
is eagerly greeted, and its teachings devour-
‘ed to the exclusion of all other reading
however elevating and instructive. .

Its matter is so varied that there is some-
thing suited to every taste, mood, interest
It is one of the most im-
portant factors of civilized life, and it is
only a narrow prejudice that decries its
value.

It constitutes almost the sole species of
instruction that many families possess] and
ingipid inaeed would be some homes without
its cheering presence. It gives a knowledge
of the outside world which we cannot glean.
from books, for it keeps pace with every
innovation, every little business fluctuation,
every social, religious, commercial, and
political enterprise, at home or abroad, in
time of war or of ; and it is now re-
cognized as one of the greatest demandsof
modern social life. _ |

Since it has gained an undisputed. foot-
hold upon public confidence it arrogates to
itselt a universal range as Emphat., teacher
critic, and legislator, and is not content
with all this distinction, but boldly draws
aside the curtain of daily dumﬂ:aiﬁ life and
exposes to vulgar gaze the closeted grinning
skgl?atun hehin%l thg: downy cushion of gild-
ed haberdashery and luxury. . :

What the editor is and what a cricital
public would have him be, areas diverse as
one can conceive, and it would be a diffi-
cult undertaking to furnish the true ideal
It should not be expected that his work
ghould bear the stamp of an exceptional ex-
cellence and finish, for to indite hourly and
creditably demands —more unremitting
thought, attention, and leisure than is pos-
gible to bestow upon the varied matter pre-
gented for the public approval or condem-
nation. : '

The editor’s responsibility is a grave one,
and the daily and momentous pressure of
his surroundings renders his position n.ni
‘other than an enviable one. ‘He must tnin
hastily, yet soundly, he must write rapidly,
yet faultlessly; and any immaturity of
thought or expression is an unforgiven tres-

pass upon an invidious public.

-
The Court for Him to Practice In.

A railroad switchman had been devoting
his spare time to the study of Blackstone,
andwhen he cinsidered himself well vers-

the cem o

The it master met him one day and
said. :

¢¢ Well, Johnnie, I see you have been ad-
mitted to the bar?”

‘“Yes,” replied Johnnie, ‘I have been
successful in getting through all right, and
Iwi]lh:ng out my shingle as a lawyer in a

few days.”

¢¢ ] suppose you will scon be heard from
in the courts of the country defending great
criminals ?”’

‘¢ No, siree,” replied John, ‘I shall con-
fine my practice to courts that hear evidenoce
in divorce matters, for in that court I be-
lieve I shall be enmineatly succassfal, be-

cause I have had so much experiencein

A site of 50 acres has been taken for the
Gordon Memorial Boys, Home in London.
A building will be put up to accommodate
160 boys, and the cost of maintaining the
establishment will be $20,000 a year.

T can’t tell for the life of me,” said an
old farmer in Muskoka, to a party of city
visitors, ‘““what you fellers see up here ter
draw ye. For my part, these allfired
rocks have been the worst things we've had
to contend with. Still, it's.all right if you
like it. We're glad to see ye; only its
mighty funny.”

The other evening Philip Spear left his
five-year-old boy alone in the house for a
little time. While the father was away a
kerosene lamp, left on a stand, exploded.
The little fellow, with remarkable presence
of mind, seized the blazing lamp and threw
it out of the window. When the lamp
struck the sidewalk it attracted the atten-
tion of some men who Tan upstairs and ex-
tinquished the fire, which had burned the

stand cloth several
Tit. Eoﬁfﬁahmingﬁn%‘-

ed in legal lore he sent in his resignation to |

: - Gladstone, the
httﬂ' Idm TidET ' e an
L ht,” while ~..B- ri Eb t wrote *¢ ﬁr: dear
Mr. Gladstone.” |

It is said that the visif of Queen stlo-
lani to London during the jubilee, where
she took over most of the other
royalties, caused much ill-feeling. She was.
not a welcome guest. . :

At last the celebrated Dr. Virchow,
of Berlin, has given the Crown Prince’s
malady & name. It is ﬂ::y durnta var-
i As everybody knows what this
means, it is needless to explain it.

The umbrella has fignred more than onoe
in war. It was recently used to protect
the Sheriff at Bodyke from some boiling-
meal. Lord Kerr led his troops all through.
the Indian mautingy with an umbrella
Osman Pasha ied a large white umbrella
into action at Plevna:

An important addition has been made to
the active list of the Royal Navy to-day by
the completion for sea at Sheerness of the
new fast cruiser Mohawk, which has been
built at a cost of £108,000. The Mohawk
is the first of the new type, and is armed
with 16 -inch breech-loading guns and seven
fourteen-inch
torpe does.

The forthcoming marriage of the young-
Emperor K'Wﬂllgﬂﬁ is offi ?fﬂu.lly n.nnuuyne:?
The subject was first mentioned informally
at the beginning of lastyear, and we are now
told that the youthful ruler and—what is
more important—the Empress (until lately
Regent) have at last made a selection of the
lady whom they deem worthy to be the
wife of the sovereign of the Middle Empire.
The ceremony is to be marked by unigque
festivites, the cost of which iscomputed at-
£1,000,000. The last occasion of a Chinese
Emperor's marriage was in October, 1872,
whe];:r’l?uugcha married the lady Alhuta.”

It is a mistake for Prince Bismarck’s
organs to hope to destroy Russian credit
by an evidently concerted effort to cry it
down. Thereis nothing more timid than
capital, and Rnussian securities are bad
enough to make one wonder that the
empire can borrow at all, but direct efforta.
to appreciate or to depreciate stocks are the-
worst possible methods to accomplish those
ends. If the Berlin papers had been able
to convince the public that there was going-
to be war in Afghanistan or a rebellion in

of government assets in Siberia or some-
where, they would have gone further to-
wards accomplishing their end.

- i
The Unratified Egyptian Treaty-

The Egyptian treaty continues to agitate
the European press. As the time for ratify-

organ3 of the governments interested ex-
press clearer and more definite
ions concerning it. recent despatches
brought France’s side of the controvarsy, in
the words of the very conservative and gen-
erally well in formed Journal des Debats.

negotiate a treaty which would have for
basis the shortening of England’s occupation
of Egypt, but it could not agree that Epg-
land, by any pretext, should have right to
perpetual occupation of the country. And
yet that is what the treaty which England
wants the Saltan the signscribes. pre-

It is not likely that France will recede

from the position she has taken. The
French press is unanimous in declaring that

of Egypt. M. de Lesseps says in an inter-
view sent by the Commercial Cable and pub-.
lished in another column that *“ if England:
does not evacuate Exypt she will sooner or -
‘later have to fight France. = ° It this .
treaty is =i the Sultan will lose his-
throne, as I have letters here from Arabia
announcing preparations for a religious rev-
olution. ” - -

And now comes the announicemen’ from
the Brussels Nord, a Russian organ, that
Russia “will not fail France” in this matter,
and denying that the Czar could be bought.
out
adding that Germany, Austria and Italy-
‘will not espouse England’s interests to the-
extent of affording her material aid.

i

Hares in Battle.

A singular
gram, between the French and the Austri-
ans, is related by Captain Blaze, of the
French Imperial Guard. He says that be-
sides being a great contest of arms, the day
was ¢ great hare-hunt. There were four
hundred thousand hunters, half Austrians

and half French. :

which the long advance of the two armies,

had gathered into that narrow space.

Every ten steps we started up one of these

animals, htened by our guns, they

ran for their lives, aad continued to run un--

til they reached the Austrian lines. There
were none the less terrified, and came
ing back upon us, ,

The soldiers were éruﬂ amused by the
frantic movements of the L.res, and could
hardly be restrained from making after
them. : _

Finally, there was a Austrian cav-
alry charge, which of course, took no ac-
count of the hares. The horses plunged in
among the ranks of the French soldiers,
who, confused by so strange an attack, be-
gan bayonetting the hares. Other soldiers,
not immediately pressed by the onset of the
enemy, caught up the trembling animals in
their hands. -
| There was that day a great slaughter of
men and of hares, and many a shot destined
for the enemy struck one of these poor ani-
mals, who doubtloss bslieved that both the

t armies had come there expressly to
E;gt them, the hares, instead of to hunt
each other. et

« One of our minent barker mans
lately 30& tron mit a dightness of der
chest,” says Carl Pretzel. ‘‘ He vas shtin

trunk of sekuridies under his pillow, and he
don’t a mouthful, but yoost laya
aweke to hear'em draw interest oud.”

tubes, discharging Whitehead:

Turkestan, or wholesale corrupt alienation

ing the convention draws near the various .

npin_. :

France, said that journal, is still ready to -

she will never consent to an English capture- -

English concessions in Balgaria,

lar incident of the battle ef Wa-

The plain was simply covered with hares,

| like der duce. KEfery nitaﬁmuhapntg'
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