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PART II.

‘¢ Peaceful was the night :

Wherein the Prince of Light :

His reign of peace upcn the earth tegan ;

The winds with wonder whist,

Smocthly the waters kist,

Whispering new joys to the mild o=ean

Who now hath quite forgot to rave ;

While birda cf calm sit broocing on the cLarnued
wave.,

But sce, the virgin blest

Hath laid her babe to rest :

Time is, our song shovld here have endinz.

Heaven's youngest teemed star

Hath fixed her polichcd car,—

Her sleeping Loid, with handmaid lamp attend-
ng

And all about the courtly stable

Bri ;.-h}t harnessed- angels sit, in order service-
able.”

- It was a Dbright April morning, and the
sun shpne cheerily into the east windows of
Villa Maria Convent, whose stately towers
keep sentry on the southern slopes of old
Mount Royal.

The bell for early matins had rung out on
the clear morning air ; the whole convent
was early astir ; there seemed to be unusaal
bustle. The Sisters were moving quietly |
about ; each one devoted to some particular
duty or directing preparations and decora-
tions in the grande salon, for it was to be
graduating day at this grand old education-
al institution for young ladies.

Many of the notables of the good city of
Montreal had been invited, representatives
of its wealth, culture, and retinement, and
nowhere perhaps could one see gathered to-
gether a better representation of the old
aristocracy especially—who were once the
Seigniors, or {deed proprietors, of the old
Province of Quebec, than at one of thesean-
nual gatherings. '

La Grande Dame et la filles made it al-
most a religious duty to attend on these oc-
casions, and this one, it was expected,
would be of more than usual interest as His

. - |

surpassed in exquisite delight anything our
reportorial scul had ever enjoyed. Strange
thoughts are always suggested by strange
environments ; so, in this case one could not
help thinking what a -training
{ earth born spirits in which to fit them to
take their places in the great angelic chorus

were to be present. 4L
While the good Sisters and their domes-
tics were busy with the preparations in the
grande salon for the fitting reception of
their guests, in another portion of the great
group of buildings which make up this Con-
vent, preparations weregoing on with noless
of interest or activity. This was among the
pupils. Some who were to take an active
part in the day’s proceedings were earnestly
revising their tasks. One’s voice could be
heard in a recitation whose thrilling modu-
lations fell pleasantly on the ear ; another
further on was taking a last look at the au-
thor from which she was to give a reading ;
anon two are recapitulating a dialogue ;
then a merry, light-hearted laugh would
ring out in the long corridor as some bright
young spirit would make merry with the
hour. '
"From another half open portal poured
forth sounds of music of entrancing sweet-
ness. -Listening one could distinguish that
it came from the harpsichord, and that the
touch was one of exquisite delicacy, and
the selection areverie of remarkable beauty.
With bated breath we pause to drink it in,
when almost imperceptibly the music has
changed to a raphsodie celestiale, and a tor-
- rent of silvery notes comes pouring forth
which carries the listener away in rapt de-
light. Whatever pupil thatlts, we conclude,
is sure of a triumph.

We are asked to descend to a lower hall;
and from a half open door peals forth the

-ravishing strains of ‘‘The Convent Bells,”
a selection of great beauty, which is being
rendered with a masterly touch and preci-
sion that confounds our previous ideas of
human capabilities of musical rendition.

We are opposite the door; may we not
enter, our manner said, as plain as if we had
spoken our thoughts, but anticipating our
wishes thegood nun who had been detailed to
conduct us through the convent before the
hour for assembling, motioned us to look in.

On an elevated dias, and in front of a
tiara of rich sofas and chairs, stands the
piano, and near by one of the sisters, the
musical instructress, a foreign lady of great
skill in this department. '

‘It was she to whose exquisite playing
you have been listening,” said our guide.
But she is not alone ; with her are three of
the young lady pupils. One has a violin,
another stands resting her hand upon a
large, golden harp, the third, who is to per-
form on the piano, is receiving her last in-
struction an{F the good sister has been illus
trating to them modulation, or the cadences
and emphasis, to be attended to in their
execution of the selection.

The pupils divide our interest between:
them and the grand assembly hall, for this
is the grand salon of the convent.

But tirst of the pupils. They appear to be
between the ages of seventeen and twenty ;
and are apparelled with rare simplicity and
neatness.’ :

The one who will preside at the piano is
the daughter of a prominent member of the
Bar. Her rich brown complexion, and her
full, large, velvety black eyes, her regular-
ly chiseled features, face of oval contour,
and exquisitely. carved mouth, her fine shap-
ed head poised with queenly grace and
crowned with a flowing mass of rich raven
black hair falling in studied negliye abouther
finely moulded shoulders makes her at once
distingue, brilliant, and attractive.

Beside her stands a Dblonde of singular
bea1ty ; it is unmistakably an Eaglish face ;
her eyes large and blue, aqua%riue nose,
giaxcf Lly moulded features; lips, in which
cupid’s bow is seen, and a chin indicative of
a refined taste and yieiding disposition.

She is more s'ender than the first; tall
and graceful ; of quiet and gentle mien,
and as she bends her head towards her
golden harp and touches its chords with

|

thrilling cffect, we are almost irresistably '
angelic !

about to exclaim, ‘what an
creature,” when a r in warning raised
by the good nun who accompanies us eu-
joins the strictest silence A

It is little Golden Hair, the child of
complished Ruth Elliott, daughter of the
E rincely merchant, and farmer, and now

president, Mr. Elliott of Dorchester

Road.

Her parenis will be among the assembled
guests of to-day, and they willbe justly proud
of their lovely daughter. |

The third is the beautiful Miss Harring
ton. Her father is the portl
head of the great milling

Harrington & Co., ‘who

operations in wheat and flour in the North-
West, as well as in Montreal, counti
capital among the millions.
able roof of her father’s stately home on the
‘hillside that shelters Sir John Macdonald,
She also is bright and
beautiful, but a rippling smile plays over
| her face, and a genial sparkle lights up her
i eye, which indicates her to like her
futbher, who is fond of good jokes, mirthful
vivacicus, and the life of ker circle.

All the girlsare her friends and interested |
performer will a .pear
in a solo, as well as in the trio they are now
Miss Harrington’s

Premier of Canada.

in her success. Fach

met to. finally rehearse.

mastery of the viola is complete, an
finesse, ‘“although an amateur,” will bear
comparison with the best masters. )
) ‘“we will wait a
minute or two here to allow you to.heara
 passage executed.”

teered our eonductor,

We obey, and
tairying. First there isa

lude on the piano, which subsides into an
- accompaniment to the harpist
renders a brilliant passage in a wondrous
manner, and then joins iIn an accompani-
ment to the fair violinist whose execution
and rendition of a most difficult part was
a marvel of perfection, and surpassed in
effect the other two ; soon this changed into
a trio, all proceeding together, and each
vying with the others in delicacy and
fection of execution in which the lights and
shades or modulations were simply entranc-
ing.
They have finished and retire by a side
entrance, and as our eyes follow them we
cannot help rexarding them as the living re-
presentation of the *‘ three graces.”
Press reporters are a privileged class, and |

and orchestra of heaven.

Other pupils take their places and con-
tinue the rehearsal of their several parts,
but our thoughts follow the beautiful trio,
and are centered upon the English blonde,
. whose quiet, modest mien has quite disturb-
ed our usual calm serenity, and we feel a
strange unrest in our usually dull and cal-
reportorial sympathies.

'The guests are beginning to arrive and are
conducted to-seats in the grand salon. Soon

lnuseﬁ

His Excellency drives up,
accompanied by Lady

camp, the pupils, who have filed in and are
already in their places, two deep in the form
of quarter circles at each side of the dias,
all standing, join in singing a stanza of a
welcome song, the company also standing. -
Their Excellencies having been sea
the dias, an address of welcome is read in
the English and French languages, by two
of the pupils, and Lady —

a handsome bouquet, by

flowers culled from the convent’s own con-
servatory, for which fitting replies are made

by His Excellency. The

day is then proceeded with,
first in reading a report of the condition-and
progress of the institution, giving an outline
of its history, the attendance for the year,
the names of the graduating class, the names
~of prize winners, commendatory remarks or
special mention of various pupils in special
This over, the list of
‘names of prize winners was called, and as
each blushing meiden advanced to the dias
and was presented by the Superioress stating
in what they excelled the prezes were hand-
ed to each, with a few commendatory re-
marks by His Excellency, marking it as a red

branches, &ec., &c.

letter day in their histo

lowed by the presentation of diplomas, and
following on this, a valedictory by one of
‘ the young lady graduates on the possibilities
of human attainments. I$ is superfluous to
say that the audience was very -appreciative
and complimentary, and showered applause
upon the successful omnes,
the pupils by His Excellency and especially
graduates then closed this portion of
the exercises. The programme of entertain-
ment furnished by the pupils and graduating

to the

class began.

| To be as brief as possible, as our space is
limited, I must with the readers’
sion omit much of interest that transpired ;
but the performances of the ‘“ three graces,”
introduced as such by the Lady Superior, and
indeed they well deserved the designation, as
plaudits of the audience, and the show-
ers of bouquets fully proved, we cannot pass
without remark, since it affects the future of

the

our heroine.

First on the programme wasa fantasia on
amoiselle Loranger, the
frst mentioned of the three (
was executed with a technique and a bril-
liancy of modulation that evoked an out-
burst of applause and at once called forth
the most favourable comments of the Grande

the piano by M

Dames assembled.

i to be of practical service

Elliott, la blonde

. sincere, she-‘at once ca
of wondrous sweetness ;
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‘ heavenly clime.
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graces. - This

Next followed a reading from the French
of the poet Frechette by an English- pupil,
which displayed a masterly control of the
French language, an accomplishment likely

to her in future.

Next came the announcement of a selec-
: tion on the harp, from Chopin by Miss
Anglaise.
In answer thereto our heroine blushingly
: stepped upon the raised dias ; her appearance
was the signal for an outburst of applause,
genuine and enthusiastic. :
Clad in becoming colors with a simplicity
as artless as her character was earnest’ and:
ptivated all hearts,
* and at the first touch of her graceful fingers
. the harp strings vibrated in angwerin
prﬂ]}hff-ﬂ}'-_- grown to be the sweet and ac-- ' - Iﬂ!ibi, E.'E
_ ceeded, grew inore liquid, more” ¢

who next|’

culture ; and the young ladies. now closing

tones

g

of Dougquets that fell at her feet in rich pro-
fusion, and she retired, by common consent

evoked, !
as she retired a second time she -exclaimed
sotto.voce, to Lady ——*“ It is no marvel,
she is known among us as ‘la angel de la
convent,” such a charm is there iIn her
presence.” - : T
Other performers followed in dml:gn&a,
recitations, readings, &c., all marked by
excellen e of rendition, so thorough had
their training been. But the heart still
lingered around the fair Saxon pt ;’»'11.
Atrio by ¢ The three Graces =~ wasan-
nounced to conclude the programme, and
when they a ed an ovation greeted
them, and at ﬁe conclusion, by His Excel-
lency’s special request, the three were pre-
sented to him and highly complimented on
their attainments in the art of music, and
warmly thanked for the pleasure their meri-
torious performances had given himself, as
he was sure it had the whole company.
A distribution of special prizes for special
merit followed, and again our fair heroiue is
fourid among the roll of honor as having
achieved marked distinction in musie, liter-
ary composition and conduct ; receiv-
ing for the last the medal, for the first being
awarded a diploma, and for literary com-
p:sition, honorable mention. :
His Excellency in presenting the fair re-
cipients of honors with their special prizes
took occasion to remark that seldom in one’s
life did'it occur that one was permitted to
witness such a happy blending of the good
and the beautiful, or in such marked degree
as it had been their’s to see thet day ; or to
listen to such exquisite renderings of the
most difficult compositions of the great mas-
ters, so that he might without a suspicion
of flattery compliment the ladies of Villa
Maria on being experts inthe art of esthetic

their academical career and going forth, he
hoped would fill the honored places in happy
homes for which their wonderful attain-
ments eminently adapted them. The bene-
diction having been pronounced by the
Bishop of Montreal, the grande salon became
a scene of friendly confusion caused by
hand-shaking and congratulations, and
gradually the guests scattered and the old
convent resumed its accustomed quiet.
That evening in the Elliott mansion * a
few friends ’ gathered by special invitation
to join in a welcome-home to the beloved
daughter and talented and accomplished |
pupil of the Convent of Villa Marid. Amo
the guests on that occasion was the gif
and brilliant young barrister, Arthur
Blackstone, who had recently been admit-
ted to the Bar. :
His college career had been one of great
brilliancy ; he had beaten all competitors ;
had won every medal for which he com-
ted. In his eye there was a strange
rightness, and on his cheek as deli-
cacy of blush, that when lighted up by ani-
mation made him not merely interesting but
fascinating to the feminine observer, but to
those who had the faculty to enable them to
look beneath the surface it indicated the
hectic flush of constitutional depravity, or
what in this case seemed most probable, the
outward expression of the secret vice of in-
temperance, (possibly acquired at college),
thus far successfully concealed, and as yet
not suspected by his most intimate friends ;
time will declare which, e
This was the first introduction to Miss
Elliott that he had had, for, although close
neighbors, they had seen little of other
for years, and had not even spoken before,
but his family had been climbing, and now,
by the charm_which succeas in money get-
ting always brings, the Blackstones were
discov to be most agreeable neighbors
and mast worthy peigle, 80 they began to
mingle in all social ga erings. ‘1{; say that
young. Blackstone lost his heart on that
eventful night would be to but feebly ex-
press what really did happen. P
That night he dreamed of the beantiful
Miss Elliott, and next morning as he walked
down to his office he could think of nothing
or no one else; indeed his absent-minded-
ness became quite noticeable. Hewould knock
over the.ink bottle, write the wrong para-
aph, mix up his briefs, forget to take
home with him some important paper or
take some other in its place ;: overlook some
important
secure a missing link, unintentionall
directly into the hands of his anta.g};n];;sty;
in short he was in love, and that seriously.
He raved about her wheu alone, attempted
to write mh‘y, and in many other ways
displayed mfa.ﬁuntinn to such an extent
as to neglect all things else and absent him-
self unnecessarily,—as his senior
thought—from his office, and I

suspected, he was advised that what-

ever I e of

keep his head level,

some degree of asperity,
Blackstone. It had _tie

him diligent in business
vent in 8pirit he ever
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the ol a.nntlilgm'pectu.bla legal firm of Catch-
em, Pluckem, & Cheatem ; and being &
firm with a large clientel, he was fairly

opportunities for Mqﬂlﬂ:f
pggi:;aiun, and because of his high reputa-

tion as a student, soon became h-
ed as a rising member of the Bar. He also
became a popular favorite at the clubs, and
was rega.rgoad the young men of his set
asa ‘ jolly fellow.’ A
Inlove he proposed apace, and in spite of-
the strongly ex - prejudices of her
'irenta,nlguth Elliott, in only a tew mnn'pha-
m the time of her {mdua.tiun with high
honors, had engaged herself to become his
wife. - '
Young Blackstone lost no time in seeking
the approbation and consent of her parents
to the engagement. Mr. Elliott was some-
what surprised at so early a proposition
and said that, as it was a matter that ser-
iously affected the future well-being of his
daughter it would require the greatest con-
sideration. _
Young Blackstone, having been warned
by Ruth, that he might expect her father’s
opposition, retired exulting in the thought
that his proposition had not at once been
summarily rejected. :
Her father called her into his library next
morning, and remonstrated with her in
vain. She said that she could not accept
the young gentleman her father wished her
to marry—as she could not love him, her
heart being devoted to another ; and she
said she had already told Mr. Bently so and
had explained to him, that, much as she re-|
spected him, and felt flattered by his pro-
posals, yet that duty to herself, and to an-
other who her affections, forbade
her accepting even his attentions.
Touched by the look of disappointment
which had spread over her father’s face she’
exclaimed, ¢¢ Dear father, much as I love
you, and would like to have pleased you in
everything, I- feel it to be due to myself to:
marry the man I love, and share his for-
tunes with him, rather than one for whom I !
entertain no other feeling than respect, |
which I would regard as dishonorable.”
Seeing that™ she was set upon effecting

experience in his
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She sat] in mute “astonishm

not anticipated being subjmt‘ﬁe?ﬁ'aﬂe had
an ordeal, but having a profound apg ryu

respect for her fathershe diq :

to combat his fears, knuwiu; th];;t “?EEE“FE
spired by his love and anxiety for her wui‘
fare however much she diff o

; ered with ki
and would like to have EH‘E[:t :3:,}_;,11113;

rejudices, unjust as she believed
Ee, as she would sweep away the :ﬁfﬁ:
from the cormer of a room, :
*“ It may be strange news to you,’
sumed, ‘‘ but I more than ss.uspeci;tjr
man you have chosen is guilty of
ling. Indeed I kave been creditably ;
ormed he has been thus addicted e:*r-:z*.r:Ir .

his student days. For this reason] deem?i

pruden .n you »wn interest to witl :
material advaatages he might exﬁaﬂ
gain from this alliance until he has proved
himself worthy of you and of my confi.
dence.” '

_ Stung by her father’s last remarks, shoy.
ing his utter want of confidence in her judg.
ment, as she thought, she could not restrain
her indignation, and exclaimed; *“ How e
you be so cruel? You do Arthur Black.
stone ip justice, but some one has been
Frepdming you against him, it is some
oul slanderer, some spider of society wesr.
ing his pretty web of lies and sneers, byt
who lies himself in ambush for the spoils.
Father, you have taught me to despise
slanderers, and yet youare caught by the
first web they spin to blight my hopes o
happiness, you remember what ;Pope says,
for we have often read these lines together.

‘ The world with calumny abounds,
The whitest virtue slander wounds :
There are whose joy-is, night and day,
To take a character awax : :
Eager from rout to rout they haste, ~
To blast the gencrous and the chaste,
And-hunting reputations down, |
Proclaim their triumphs through the town,
- What minds in such a base employment
Tofeel the slizhtest self enjoyment "

No matter, father, I believe in him if you

: he I'e-
he young

it, he would have arrayed against him, not
only the ordinary power of woman’s will,

love, which
“=x % * * Is known

To be a lovely, and a fearful thing.”

Solomon says of it ‘“‘Love is stronger than
death, many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it ; if a man
would give all the substance of his house for
love, it would utterly be contemned.”
Looking at things from the practical stand-
point of worldly preferment and advantage,
Mr. Elliott mused thus to himself: ¢ I wish
those Blackstones had never been admitted
to our circle ; this is what comes of bein
too sociable ; I was opposed to it from the
first but then one has sometimes to sink one’s
prejudices about.caste in this country, and
ﬁhe way, and now I am asked to give my
aughter to one of this plebian race. No,
I'll have none of it. Then as astock breed-
er I ought to know that the common herds
often develop some ancestral trait not looked
for or desired, that mars all its excellence.
So with this plebian blood; it is almost
sure to run teo excesses one direction or
another. And then there’s that old Saxon
proverb, come down to us from the old days
when wild boar hunting was the sport of
noble sires ; and purse bags made from boar's

plebians to be ladies and gentlemen in .one
generation. No, my duty is plain, I must
oppose this wild venture with all the firm-
ness I can -ommand, even at the risk’ of
being considered harsh. Ifin the end I
have to yield, why I will have done my duty
But what she sees in him to love I can’t con-
ceive. ; . |

* Why did she love him ! curious fool, be still,

Is human love the srowth of human will ?

*“ Why cannot she see her own interests,
and appreciate- the difference between the
Bentleys and the Blackstones ; both good
enough in their way, but when one has the
chance to choose. Zounds! but it does make
my blood run warm to think these women
are so heady. Why there’s the wealth.
Father and son, the Bentleys must be worth
at least ten millions; but what is wealth to
a girl in love? And young Bentley, well,
he's not a lawyer ; and will never be a
judge, but what’s a judge without money *
Why he's only aslave.” :
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ear skins, were valued as a princely trophy.
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goes a long way with me.
got the money, of course ; when
There’s just the dif-
't got the money, why I
guess I'd let her have her way, and chance
peaking of blood. Why Bentley’s
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huckster in the market. But then he saved'
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do not, and I will be his wife. Discard me
if you choose and tell me you do it for my
good ‘if you will. - I- for one will obey the
scripture injunction and; painful though the
separation be, am prepared to leave -father
and brother and ‘cleave only unto him. I
shall be to him a faithful wife, because I
will not perjure myself before the altar if
swear I love himm above all others. Keep
the money, he will not need it. He iss:i-
ready distinguished at the bar, and youwil
yet be proud of him. If the worst comesto
the worst I will not return to trouble you,
she sobbed hysterically, and buried her face
in her hands. !

¢¢ But it he should not meet your flat
expectations, my dear, ver
tured Mr. Ellioit; °‘suppose the worst
should come, and he should fall into drink-
ing habits, and become reckless, what then:
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