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“THE LEGEND OF SAINT NICHOLAS,
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Ten thousand golden crowns paid down—and that right speedily. Wm vid e s ience. lnis

The Knightnﬁuedthmmalm; they cast him then straightway -' m‘” “E “h_lﬂ imi ,.i:: “IEI' &4 wines
his own of wﬂ_ , -of

Into the castle’s oubliette, where one

poor loaf a day

And draught of water—less and less—were let down by a cord,
While a hoarse voice above exclaimed : ‘“ By order of my lord
Again I ask, wilt thou, Sir Knight, make terms for thy release?

If not—to-morrow—any day—

y dole of food may cease.”

¢« T will not cast my chﬂdren’s bread to dogs,” the answer came.

« I will not bring my 'babes and wife to

and shame.

I cannot raise ten thousand crowns—nor would I if I could.

Far better that my enemy should trium
Than Pia with her sweet sad eyes, and

in my blood
ella with her smiles,

And sweet Costanza, rosy-lipped, all kisses and all wiles,

Should comé to poverty through me ; for

who is there but knows

The hardships that a maid of rank, undowered, undergoes?” -
Baut his lady fair discovered where her lord was held in

In her woman’s might, for her own true

She has pledg

Knight, to the rescue she has risen.
- She has mortgaged their castle stern and
the dower she brought to him for three thousand crowns in gold ;

grim, and all she can sell has sold ;

She has pawned her tapestries, lace and plate, her jewels and robes and furs—

There is nothing in all her coffers left of the treasures that once were hers.
--Still, lands and stuff were not enough to set the captive tree :

A thousand golden crowns she lacks to buy his liberty.

She has taken her three little girls by the hand, Costanza, Nella, and Pia,

And she stands with shame on her glowing face, in open
grace, and alms drop down at her feet apace,

She holds out her hand with a piteous

day in the market-place,

For her wifely courage and woeful case melt the hearts of all who see her,

The ransom was completed thus by public charity.

They weighed the gold, its tale they told

; they set the capfive free,

The gallant Knight with armor bright he to the fight had sped ;
A broken cripple he came back, with bowed and silvered head.
He entered his courtyard still and bare ; no wife came forth with greeting ;

Costanza, Pia, and

ella were there, with tearful eyes and a frightened stare,

¢« Where is your mother, children—where ! Is this our longed-for meeting ”

¢ Oh ! father, come ; you must make her wake ; she lies all white on her bed.”

- They took his hand and they led him up

A dull despair came over him there, and

to the chamber of the dead.
it lasted many a day.

The damp, the mould, the cruel cold of that fatal cell on his life had told :
They had made him a man prematurely old, and had turned his black locks gray.

Not far from the good Knight's ga

rden wall a little low hut there stood,

Where he whom we call Saint Nicholas dwelt, then only known as the Good.
We know how he looks from our story-books; as he travels our land of snow.

But he was a Florentine cobbler once, in

the far off Long Ago.

He was old and gray, and merry, they say, and his checks though withered, were red.
His dress was leather, whatever the weather, with a hood to pull over his head.

He saw the Knight sit night after night alone in a big straw

He could hear him groan as he sat alone,
¢« T shall die ; I am dying,” was ever his
My three poor pertionless pretty

air ;
and wrestled with dumb despair.

plaint ; ‘‘and alas ! when I am gone,
maids will be left in the world alone.

These poor little feeble creatures left to the cruel mercies of men—
Costanza seven, and Nella eight, and Pia, the eldest, ten.

I cannot even provide the fee each convent asks with a nun,

O Father, strengthen my heart for me till I say, Thy will be done !”
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¢ Alag ! alas
¢¢ ] see it needs ho

ood Nicholas cried, when he heard the sad Knight’s words,
%1 e to prop up faith and to bend our wills to the Lord’s.

Last night I saw Costanza sweet feed a bird with her scanty bread,

And blithe little Nella blew me a kiss as

she mounted the stairs to bed :

And motherly, patient, pious, and good is the eldest of all of them—Pia ;
I think the angels must love that child as they bend from their thrones and see her

Patiently sewing and mending by night, and hearing her sisters prarers,

And folding their clothes and making them neat, with her little motherly airs.
I have gold in my chest the Lord has blessed my labore from day to day :
Three thousand crowns in gold I hold till He shall give it away.

Twas His by vow, long, long ago, and now I wait His word

To say in my- heart, ‘Rise, do thy part, bestow the gift of the Lord.’

I seem to hear that voice draw near. Speak, Lord ; is it really so ?
My dearest Lord, may I spend my hoard ?> In Thy name may I go

And rain on this desolate house a shower, a shower of golden rain,
. Till each sweet flower beneath its power shall blossom in hope again ?
But, ah ! I must do my part in stealth, for kindness may be unkind

If it woundeth the pride of a noble race,

and leaveth a sting behind.”

He sat down then on his cobbler’s bench, and he made him a bag to hold, *
Packed close and tight, a thousand bright red crowns of Venetian gold.
The bells at midnight rang out clear on Christmas Eve so merrily

When the good man crept like a thief in the night on his errand of charity.
The sad Knight keeping his lonely watch sat still in his big straw chair,
And the maidens three in their purity asleep in their chamber were.

He gave one look—good aim he took—the bag fell flop on the floor ;

It burst, and out of it-round the Knight

a golden shower. did pour.

Upon the bag there was written thus : ‘“ Take this and dower thy Pia,
God loves the faithful, and His eyes with sweet approval see her.”

hﬂ-\'.'];] on his face the father fell, the gold all scattered round him.
¢ (iod will provide,” a kind voice cried ; ‘‘ never again misdoubt Him.”

The next night came good Nicholas, cautious, by by-paths creeping,

When all the town had gone to rest, and the three babes were sleeping.
¢ How shall I fling my bag,” he said, ‘‘ to-night for little Nella ?

I would not have it miss its mark, and yet to-night the house is dark ;

I cannot see of light a spark, from coping-stone to cellar.”

But as he spake out peeped the Moon—sweet Lady Moon soft-hearted,
And with a smile the curtain clouds that hid her face she parted.

She let a shining beamlet fall where the old Knight was lying,

And in a moment, quick as thought, another bag came flying.

The Knight sprang quickly to his feet, still deeming he was dreaming,
But threugh the window on the floor a flood of light was streaming,

And Lady Moon

eped down to see (for she had none to tell her)

How the glad faltg:r joyfully received the bag marked ‘¢ Nella.”

The third night came, this time all black with clouds and drenchiﬁg rain,
Saint Nicholas to his gﬂﬂd work crept stealthily again.

He carried in his hand a ba
“ For her who, though in need hersell,

on which were writ these words :
yet fed God’s little birds.”" : o

But as he raised his arm to fling this his last gift of gold, ,
Two arms behind him clasped him tight, with a convulsive hold.

The arms that gr

asped him were the Knight's.

¢ Oh, Nicholas,” cried he,

¢ Servant of God, why should you seek to hide yourself from me ?

Here in my little maidens’ names I humbly kiss thy hands, -

And pray this deed that thou hast done be told through many lands.”
‘“ Nay, nay, Sir Knight, I beg, I pray—I kneel upon my Enee—

Let this thing be a secret kept between thyself and me. .
Ilove, whenall are sound asleep, to creep

y stealth at night,

And comfort little lonely babes, or add some new delight

To those that happy homes provide:for good girls and good boys.

If watched, how could I earry round my sweetmeats, cakes, and toys ?
Be silent, then, Sir Knight ; some day my mission will be over ;

] Then tell them all (for then you may) I was the children’s lover.”
' But as he spoke the midnight bells seemed as by one endeavor
Toring out softly like a chime, Forever—ever—ever !

Fight hundred years have passed, and still the good saint has permission

On every Christmas Eve to start upon his happy mission.
ee rries round the world that night (to fill eur hearts with wonder)

{.ifts to make children’s Christmas bright, and burst th'fil' socks asunder. / °
His name is now a household word, to no one land restricted,

¥ . ¥
But world-wide and ¢ for evermore,” as

the church chimes predicted.

We know him, love him -;-his pet name we hail with glad applause,
Allhappy children’s patron saint, our own dear Santa Claus.

L4

— Harper’s Magazine for December.

A Fine Fellow.

He may le, but if he tells you that any
Preparation in the world is as good-as Put-
bam'’s Painicss Corn Extracter distrust the
advice. Imitations only prove the value of
Patnam’s Painless Corn Extractor. See
Siznature on each bottle of Polson & Co.’
&t “Prtnam’s.” 1
.. The question why ¢‘t” is silent in “‘oftén,™
Soften,” ¢ hasten,” ¢ castle,” and kinidred
¥ords, has been explained on the hﬁﬂm"’f'
Physiology and environment.  This explan-
3Uon i3 entirely correct, the ‘“t” in the
- ¥ords named being placed between conson-

ase.” -Colonel ‘should

ants which are pronounced more easily than
the hard and sharp ““ t” is As a matter of
convenience or laziness therefore the ‘¢

was dro , and the less pedantic pronun-
cia.tihnhlzsspel'aieeome the standard. P S
Colonel Ingersoll declares that ‘‘no man
has-& right to-ewn -more:Jand than he can
. in theuses|
he has for one half a ranch in New Mexico,

000. : fortune’ is ‘all® Swing

énergy, industry and frugality, and thefact |-

that an uncle recently left him $99,999.99.
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ready, and embrace the best Cards of the leading
makers, all well assorted—no two in a ‘packet alike—

that of an old Southern judge, but whether

or in fact, the writer can-

not state, who must have had the facul

of quick and a iate reply tty

gerelnped , if the story related of him is tru;;
peaking at a certain place one eveni

the interest of his own mndidacyemngon

t.f n]c:ﬂe one in the aud_ienmi;; o evi

ently a good memory, inqu :
“Didn’t you speak here just before the

‘I did,” promptly responded the judge.

‘“ And di ’tryl_::myaay we could whip the
durned Yankees with pop-guns?’

““I did,” replied the unabashed jm:fe,'
‘“ but confound ’em, they wouldn’t fight that
way.”

i

Peculiarities of the Trout.

put a quarter pound trout, along
others, into a perfectly barren loch. In
two years some of these trout attained to
four and a quarter pounds weight, develop-
ing huge fins and square or rounded tai
lost all spots, took on a coat of dark slime,
grew huge teeth and became ferocious in
that short time, The common brown trout,
taken from a very high burn in the hills,
in two years became indistinguishable from
the samlo ferex. The first year they grew
to a pound or a pound and a half, took on a
bright silver sheen of scales, were decp and
h?zi shouldered, lusty and powerful. This
was when their feeding and condition were
at their best ; but as the food decreased the
trout rapidly increased in numnber. spawning
in innumerable gquantities, and with no ene-
mies the larger fish began to dprc]r on the
smaller, grew big teeth, swam deep and lost
color, grew large fins and a big head, and be-
came salmo ferex, so called.” e

e

YOUNG MEN suffering from the effects of

evil habits, the result of ignorance and folly, who
themselves weak, nervous and exhausted ; also Mip-
DLE-AGED and OLD MEX who are broken down from the
effects of abuse or over-work,and in advanced life
feel the consequences of youthful excess, send for and
READ M. V. Lubon’s Treatise on Diseases of Men, The
book will be sent sealed to any address on receipt of
two 3c. stamps. Address M. V. LUBOXN, 4T W 5
ton St. E. Toronto, Ont

Troubles are hard to take, th'ough they

strengthen the soul. Tonics are always bit-
ter.—T. De Witt Talmage.

A CURE FOR DRUNKENNESS,

opium, morphine, chloral, tobacco, and
kwmdrea habsts. The medicine may be given
in tea or coffee without the knowledge of
the person taking it if so desired. Send Be
in stamps, for book and testimonials from
those who have been cured. Address M.
V. Lubon, 47 Wellington St. East, Toronto,
Ont. Cut this out for future reference. |

When writing mention this paper.

Slippery places may fling up the heels of
great giants, and little temptations may
overthrow well-grown Christians.—ZLee.

Catarrh, Catarrhal Peafness and
- - Hay Fever.

Sufferers are not generally aware that these diseases
are contagious, or that they are due to the presence
of living parasites in the lining membrane of the nose
and eustachian tubes, Microscopic research, however,
has proved this to be a fact,-and the result is that a |
gimple remedy has been formulated whereby catarrh,
catarrhal deafness and hay fever are cured in from
one to three simple applications made at home. A
pamphlet explaining this new treatment is sent free
on receipt of stamp by A. H. Dixon &. Son, 808 pRing
Street West, Toronto, Canada, -

A. P. 311.

Fﬂl SALE CHEAP—On Easy Terms—Im-
proved Farm of 200 acres, valued at £8,000 to
$10,000. Price only $30 LEer acre. Address

J. KENT, London, Onk.

mﬂ 000 SHEETS OF 6 & 10c. MUSIC; 80,000
3 Plays,” Brass Inst’s, ‘ Violins,” *Flutes,’
‘Fifes,” and Musical Inst. Trimmings, at reduced
prices. R. B. BUTLAND, 87 King-s . W., Toronto.
to all who send 4 cents to pay postage.

su N Gs 100 pieces choice music 6¢c. Catalogue

free. P. 0. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine,
TELPH BEnsiness College, Guelph, Ont.
Began the Third Year Sept. 1st, having

et FE
Young men and boys thoroug prepa for A
ness pursuits ; graduates eminently _ .
ial courses in Shorthand, French and German;
ladies admittéd. For terms, etc., address |

: M. MAoCORMICK Principal

EARN SHOERTHANXD AT HOME—AND GET
BIG PAY. Pitman’s Shorthand is the most
MARVHLOUSLY SIMPLE AND THOROUGH in the world. It
is complete in FIFTBEN LB880X3, and we guarantee can
be thoroughly mastered by our course of mail lessons.
Don’t fail to send a$ once for circulars. Uxiox SHORT-
HaAnDERS' AcCADEMY, Mail Lesson Dept., 89 Adelaide
Street East, Toronto. -

. R. SPENCE & CO.

| Consumers will find it to their advantage
. to ask .the trade for our make of Files and

Rasps. Re-Cutting a Specialty. Send|
for price list and terms. :

k' HAMILTON - ONT.

THE MARRIAGE GUIDB

YOUNG WIVES | & sz

relating to the ph ilos-

mutual relations of man
and w D pages copiously -illgatﬁ by:

CET C000 ZEGUNS

W. M. 'émﬁ,QPE:a,;_. :

T Laramsrt SPORTING GoODS DEALER Iv CANADA.

100 new and popular mnég sent free

-

Dickerman

: le Breech-Loader,
chioked; X

A writer in Chambers’ Journal says, “1|
with |

69 BAY ST., TORONTO. |

M?hi";f'; cents, }: ﬂlgn,lnt!‘iﬂ-
Al EC BT I R v s
17 4, ¢ Tx “ - 19 1] (1
F 11 ;, (1 ‘l “' l‘l ik L1

SILK-FRINGED CARDS.
Packet No. 1, for 35 ceats, ¢ Cards, asserted.
L1 3’ i “ &l ‘ (1 id
L1 L [ 1 :E [ i L1 il
: i I. 13 ‘l "' ‘ [T (1
g .. i l “. ' 1 ik

Birthday Cards may be assorted with large packets.
Orders also filled for Satin Cards, Screens, Book’
Marks, &c., at lowest rates—cash or stamps to accom-

orders. To Agents, Teachers, ers, or any
one ordering £5.00 worth, an extra One Dollars’ value
will be sent free. A £10,00 remittance will insure an
extra Three Dollars’ value.

MATTHEWS BROS. & C0., 93 YONCE ST. TORONTO

SETH THOMAS
WA_T_GH ]

BEST WATCH IN AMERICA
" FOR THE PRIGE.

1355 ; naanas — Ossasas’a ! Oon ™
“I nao’ll ! ann. Gan — “Oan:
{#faaa !} —— fiasaa, Baaon;—
¢fio aoan, (ianaa (aanaansan ao:
saasans [1 Baaan; Osanne ;Onanny
40a— (nsaas Oana 2."“Ganns:
fiaa_fannana ;. fiansacnnan 2y

ARMBTRONG 'S

2 500 1hs,
"'n'-?lli stand

Made in two sizes, carrying from 500 to
Light, Neat, Strong, and very Durable.
by actual test 300 per cent. over raw steel, and the
Bpring
pered, do not drag or dgripr. drawing fully one-

runners wear six tlmes longer, and bein
tem
half easler on bare ground. Pricesare RIGHT, and
omders should be placed AT ONCE to secure delivery
this season, as .our entire supply is being rapidly
taken up. Just the thing for delivery sleighs, carry-
alls, democrats, etc. Send for circular with full par-
ticulars, and ask your carriage maxers for these

8. J. B. ARMSTRONG M'F'G C0. (Ld.),

PVELPH, Canada.

| GURE FITS !

Whenl say cure [ do not mean merely to stop them for a
time and then have them retorn again. 1 mean & radical
cure. [ have made the disease of FITS, EPILEPSY or FALL-
ING BICENESSa life-long study. 1 warrant my remedy
to care i:rh- ‘l’:t"l-t cases, llilauuu n:hmsl:u;n h‘l'lud is no

- TeaEoD not now recelv & CUarh. nd.at once for &
treatise and a Frees Bottle n:tl‘mrinmllhtr remedy. Give
Express and Poat Office. It costa you nothine for s trial,
and | will cure you. 4ddress DR H. G. EOOT

Braneh Offe, 37 Yange St., Torants.
Crumb's Rubber Pockt Inbaler
OZONIZED INHALANT.

CURE FOR COLDS,

CATARRH and BRONCHITIS

Al dy. the Pro-
BT 8% o e L
gists, if not kept by them, seant by

Or express on receipt of $1.00.

CONSUMPTIVES.

Send Stamp for Pam on LUNG

FOOD. New treat-

ment, for-the delicate, the enfesbled, the

emaciated of either sex and of any age.

HA PEJ'LN BE CURED. = Send for
m
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General Jackson put a r on the boast- | - oW n—w

ful individual avoided further trouble| . A Manager,

63 Kiug Srvdt East. Terente

Alln Ling Royal Mafl Steamshi

1] 8
w um‘rm every Thureday

mer from
T e 15 R, S
Sootland and Ireland. Also from Hali-

fax and 8% John's N. F., to Liverpool fortnightly dur-
ing summer montha, The steamers of the Glasgow
lines sail d winter to and from Halifax, Portland
Bostonand : and during summer between

G w and Mentreal, w and Boston,

'nel-i'l;r;mdﬂw and ' furhighﬂg
Fur!‘uight,w,nrmwm

A. Schumacher & Co., Baltimore ; 8. Cunard ’

Halifax ; Shea & Co., S8t. John's N. F., Wm. Thomson

MERIDEN BRITANNIA CO.

EXINEST

Silver Plated Ware.

Artistic Designs, combined with

HAMILTON, ONT.

§ SCALE CO.
FARMERS’ HAY &
& CATTLE SCALES.

One of these Scales
makes an elegant

XMAS PRESENT

£ o r———
3

E—

CHAMPION UNION SCALE

Capacity {ozx. to 240 Ibs.
With weights com-
plete, - - PO,

Every household should

have one.
Mention this paper.

0SBORNE & COY. %=

. 3 6ma - ’
H iiton, Ont. LITTLE DETECTIYE

L

i |

E T

DRESSING |

A BEAUTIFUL WATERPROOF.}
| APATENT LEATHER POLISH
FOR BOOTS,SHOES & RUBBERS

- SOLD EVERYWHERE-

The

g L. J TN

WOOT ING
n '{{NL._- E ~A3
TOROQONTO

GONSUMPTION.

o & poaitive remady for the above diseass : by its :
thonsands of cases of tha worst kind u-:-nﬂnn;: Hmd:::.:
bave bsen cured. -80 sironx s my falth in ite
efficacy, that I wi'l send 0 BOTTLES FREE, tegetber
with & VALUABLRE TREA TISE on this disscase to any
sufferer. Give sxpress and P. 0. addresa.

DE. T. A. ELOCUM,

hlet. W. R. Crumb, M.
St, Catharines, Ont, I:E:annda. . D

Branch Office, 37 Yange St., Toraato

0L bibl..

which every important

beautifully iHustrated ; Cities of the Bible, with
tian antiquities ; Bible Scenery ;

for Social Prayer ; A Histo

History of Herod, King of the Jews, etc., etc. A

nominations, and many other importan

and authors :—Rev. Alex. Nevin, D.D., Rev. Thos. H.

boesed gilt leather, making a most. durable
throughout the country by agents for twenty dollars,

st the rate of three dollars (38) per year. Orl

t and useful aids to the study of the Holy Scriptures
increase the interest in and simplify the study of the Word of God, by the fnllt}win}r emigunt Biblical writers

D.D., Rev. G. F. Maclear, D.D., Rev. F. W. Farrar, B.D., Rev. Jno. Ezdie,
Jackson, Prof. A. L. Rawscn, LL.D., Rev. Wm. Smith,
B. E. ; the whole embellished with TWO THOUSAND ILLUSTRATIONS in steel,
Chromo-Lithographs of Scriptural Natural History, Botany, and Zoology. FElegantly bound
book. Bibles no better have bheen and are being sol

en- | only XIGHT YEARLY BUBSCRIBERS, or rixteen half-yearly subscri
J. H. | price
($8.50), receiver to pay express charges. 8. FRANK WILSON, Trorn Uffice, Toronto, Can.

A MAGNIFICENT FAMILY BIBLE, containing

the Authorized Edition of the New Testament,

and the Revised Version of 1881, arranged in paral

oolumns, with Cruden’s Cumpleil';e Concordance, e:‘rl:I
bracing every passage of Scripture in the largest
editions ; A comprehensive Bible Dictionary. in

tural Word is fully e?lainpd_: A complete history of each book of the Bible
escriptive scenes and events in Palsstine: Jewish and

Manners and Customs of the Ancients; National History: Rible Aids

of the Jewish Worship ; Bible Antiquities; Recent Explorations in Bible Lands

ha and Psalms ; A concise history of all relizious de-
all written to
Horne, D.D., Rev. Wm. H. Monroe, Rev. Samuel Co

: D.D., LL.D., Rev. Wm. F. B,
LL.D., Rev. W, Houghton, M.A., Major C. W.Wilson,

and w and in colore.
in h-&a*:f em-
. > Sold daily
ve any one this Bible free if they will send me

to Truth, together with the subscription

will sell the PIBLE for ExauT AXD FIFry Cexts

I will

USE ON

FARMERS AND THRESHERS|

YOUR MACHINERY .ML?‘THE WELHKNQWU

Unequalled Durability and Finish,

Capacity §uE. t0 10 1bs. $5.
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