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He Fired on Time.

| Hfttl.q.md‘“' porter as a Lafayette

bedy liked him, he was ®so
cheerful, so obliging, and so rigorously and
scrupulously exact lhmyhmt everyorder
iven him. The other day Mr. J. B. John.
son, the vioce- t of the Omaha Chilled
?lnugh ‘ii;nrh, pudti up at thud m Mr.
ohnson is a very ‘Iﬂﬂad aAD inhed <
tleman, and extremely particular nhoulg;:l
room and service, That evening a very extra-
erdinary-¢ ocourred. Some say it was
abeut 9 o'clock, others place it as late as 104,
At any rate, somewhere near thas time Mcr, |
Johnson was amszad to see the door eof his
room epen and a man step in,
- #¢ Wpo the dickens are yeu " asked Mr,
Johnson. |

¢¢ Ol am the porter,” replied the stranger,
deliberately removing his coat and. rolling
up his sleeves.

¢ Well, what is the meaning of this singu-
lar intrusion?” inquired Mr. Johnson.

Thomas did not reply. He spit upon his
hands, executed & rapid and fantastio jig,
and leaped auddenly upon the astonished

est. I
e Help ! Murder {” bellowed Mr. John-
son ; **crazy man killing me,”

¢ Shut up, zu dhirty peen !” exclaim-
ed Thomas, obtaining a grﬁ‘npon the
buat of his treusers, and propel him ra-
pidly out of the. room, *“its nene of the
loikes of ye that is wanted in a dacent
MII e -

¢¢ But, my good man !” gasped Mr. John-
son, his words ocoming excited jerks,
¢¢ there is seme mistake, t me explain !”

¢¢ Niver a word, ye hoedlum !” replied
Thomas, rushing him toward the stairs;
‘¢« wo'reon to y¢ The house has had ye
spotted !”

The next instant the guestsin the corridor
were amazed to see two f , ene splutter-
ing and kicking and the other grim and
determined, scoot dewn the staircase, plunge
through the lobby, and disappear into the
outer darkness. In a few memsents Themas

‘returned, panting and relling down his

sleaves.

¢ What in the name of heaven were you
doing ¥’ asked Mr. Weekly, the proprietor,
when ho recovered sufficlently fromthe shock
to speak, -

] was firing that dhirty blackguard
Jehnsen,” replied Themas.

¢ Firing him? Hold me, somebody?
What Pnt such an infernal idea into your.
hoad ¥

¢¢ Here she is,”’ replied Thomas, with an

_injured air, holding the slate befere the-

proprietor's eyea.
¢ By—the—great—horn speon,” gasped
Mr. Weekly, and swooned away, - -
This was what he read : .
¢¢ No. 40 ; fire at 10:30.”

The Carrier-Pigeon,

The carrler, the acknowledged king ef
pigeons, has in its name the source of a
¢ annoyance to its sensitive . fancler.

E:.aﬂmlﬁ for it an ancestry dating back
to the message-bearers of Persian kings and
Turkish sultans, and thas the peculiarities
of structure—the prominent wing-butts, the
great muscular development which gives
the full-rounded breast, sthe wing best
adapted to speedy and leng-centinued
flight, and the protruding eyeball peculiar
to the traveling bird, all points he values
for their pars in the perfect symmetry—that
these were all fixed in its day of usefulness
as the ceurler of royalty. But he is oare-
ful te explain that he has counted out all
useful qualities and practical values in the
bird ef to-day ; that the peints he values
highest are these of development of growth
to perfect which his bird is carefully se-
oluded from the deteriorating influemces of
sun and outdecr alr ; that the name is only
applicable to it for its elegant carriage, one
of its most valued and te be remarked
properties : that it is only the ignorant who
could confound the grand high-class bird
with thas little shapeless message-bearer,
the homing pigeon. '

The carrier has always been held in the
highest esteem in England. Moore, writ-
ing in 1735, tells of a fancier in Bishopsgate
street who kept a silver hatchet and block
with which to chop cff the heads of those
condemmed to death, ‘‘that .being of the
blood royal they enght not to die after the
manner of the common herd.” '

—————t O e ——

A Prediction Fulfilled.

The fellowing anecdote was related.-to me
in 1864, long before the fulfilment of the
predictien that it contains. Napeleon IlI.
one day took it into his head to consult the
celebrated chiromancien, Desbarolles, whe
died the other day at a very advanced age.
Desbarolles told him some ourious facts re-
specting his character, his tastes and his
past life. ‘Now,” quoth the emperer,
¢ o]l me something about the future. ere
will my death take place and by what mal-
ady shall I die?” Desbarolles hesitated for
a moment. *¢Sire,” he said at length, *“‘you
have asked me for a frank response, and I
will reply te you frankly. You are distined
to breathe your last on Englisn seil, and you
will perish by the knife.” Very curlously
was the prediction fulfilled, theugh the
knife proved to be net that of an assassin,
but that of a surgeen.

— e R e —
- Cleverly Trumped.

Tweo protty quick-witted minds came in
contact when the Rev, Dr. Vinoen$ intro-
duced at Chautauqus a Chicago clergyman
who was te lecture en ¢ Fools.” The pre-
liminaries are thus : ““We are now
to have a lecture en fools by ene (a
long pause and loud laughter frem the audi-
enoe, when the President ooncluded from the
saving clause) of the wises$ men in the
oountry.,” The lectnrer advanced to the
desk and respende = ¢ I am nothalf s0 big
a fool as Dr. Vincent (anether very long
pause, and still more hearty lmghtar"hm-
the audience) would have you sujpese.

the celeny.
to.ﬂla henors by seying, 5 bless you I”

| enemies had foreseen in the least.

. 'YOUNG FOLKS, . .
- A PUZZLED TIGER.
A STORY anmn INDIA.

 Twe men sa$ under a clump of palm-trees
on the bank of a small river in upper Ben-
gal eating their tiffin (lunch) with the appe-
tite of men who had been all morning in she
open air. Omne of them, a tall, weather-
tanned, black-mustached fellow, was evi-
dently an English officer. . His companion,
who was a deal smaller and alightar
than him did not look much like either
a fighter or a hunter. ; but the almost super-
stitious reverence paid him by the Hindeo
sorvants showed that he musi be a great
man in some way. -

In fact, there were few more fameus
solentists or more adventurous travellers
than Professor Anneroyd, Fellow of the
British Royal Geographioal Society, Presl-
dent of the Calcutta Antiquarian Ciub,
Honorary Member of the Russian Imperial
Association of Solentific Research, with'
other titles teeo numerous to mention.
There was hardly a corner of the earth, |
however remote or dangerous, inte which he
had not thrust his little bald head and gold-
rimmed ; and people who saw
him for the first time, after having heard of
his oits, were greatly startled to see,

of the big bearded, sun-burned fel-
low whom they expected, a slender, pale.
faced little man, who looked as if he would
be knocked up or knocked down by the first
mishap that befell him, :

In the centre ofan open space just behind
the two picnickers stood a large lookirg-
glass, which the Professor had just been us-
ing in one of his experiments ; and at this
e e e

ex Ys ough kee
l:lhhncf from it all the while as carefully
as if it had been a packet of dynamite,

¢ See those fellows !” laughed Major
Hampton, as he finished his second plase of
cold chicken, - I'll be bound they all take
}nu for a magician of the very first class.

ust new I overheard two of them having a
discussion about what you eould be trying
to do. One would have it that you were a$
work to discover a buried treasure.”

‘¢ So I am, ’ chuckled the Professor, cut-
ting himself a slice of bread, ¢ but it's a
treasure of knowledge, not of meney. How--
ever, this can't be mush fan for you, my
dear Major ; and its toe bad of me so keep
you here all day doing. nothing, just for my
convenience. Couldn’s you find a wild
beast or two toamuse yourself with while
I'm at work ?” :

¢ No such luck,” replied Hamp$en, shak-
ing his head. ¢ This bit aleng the river
here used to be a famous ocever for she big
game : but since they to cat away
the jungle you can’s get a decent tiger here
for love or money.”

'.'ffha words were ;n:rgy “:thud“ s wh:;.'
as if on purpese to e em, the
native servants, who had been enjoying
their long pipes in the cool shade of the
trees thas flanked the clearing, suddenly
sprang up and fled in every direction with
shrill cries of terror. Mingling with their
outories came a deep, hoarse roar, which the
hardiess sportsman never hears quite un-
moved—the ory of a hungry tiger on the
srack of his prey. ' ' .

¢t Up into that banyan-tree for life,
Anneroyd !” shouted Hampten, leaping te
his feet, ¢ for that fellow means business,
and ne mistake.” = e

Up flew the Prefersor as nimbly as a
menkey, and the next instant Majer Hamp-
ton was besidehim. Bu$ even in thas mo-
ment of deadly peril the veteran sportsman
had found time to snatch up his deuble-bar-
relled rifle and ammunitien-pouch.

Hitherto the flight of the Hindoos and
the fearful sound that accompanied it had

_been the only signs of the terrible creature’s

resence, But the Major's keen eyes soen
etected a stirring ameng the bushes, and
then a great flat head and fiery eye gliding
forth from them.,
¢ Tan’t he a splendid fellow 1’ whispered
Ham as coolly as if he were leokingat
the beast through the barsof acageina
menagerie. * He seems %o bein waut of a
lesson, though, and I'm going te give him
nna'll
But he had hardly leaded ome barrel of
his rifle when he suddenly broke intea fit
of laughter so vielent as almost to shake
him eoff his perch., And well he might.
The tiger was indeed about to get a lesson,
but such a oneas neither henor his two

The tall mirrer was atill in the
middle of the clearing, just as the coelies
(native porters) bad left it ; and the tiger,
coming outright in front ef if,saw (as he
thought) another tiger advancing against
him open-mouthed. His very whiskers
bristled with rage at this defiance, and with
a savage growl he drew back fer a ;decisive
spring. But in deingso he moved beyend
the line of reflection, and instantly the other
tiger disappeared as if he had never been,

This was evidently something quite new
to the * royal Bengal.,” Hestopped short,
stared blankly areund him, drepped his
tail, and altogether looked so utterly be-
wildered and foolish that the twe watchers
almest burst their sides with langhing at’
him. :

| ations ; and in some districts farm work is

-and sending at the same $ime & check for

. .. OVER THE OCEAW.

SRS SR N e T Lol agm Ty ey

The total coal output in Grea$ Britain
laat yoar was 159,351,415 tone, with 520,632
colliers employed, against 160,757,779 tons .
aud 520,360 colliers employed the preceding

The backwardness of the season In Soot-
land is seriously’retarding agricultural’e

less advanced than it 'has been for a greas
many years past, . |

 Her Majsaty has written a letter to Eliza-
beth Mouat, the herolne of the Columbine,

expressing with her in the suffer-
ings she endured in her miemorable vo

£20,

A oopy ef Dickens’ ““Strange Gentleman,”
onse of the rarest of his u Was re-
oently bought by a beokseller for three
pence. By him it was sold for 153 toa
young man in the trade, hein his turn dis-
mtlogﬁlhwk to another person fer £1.
This knew the value of his prizs, and,
in spite of ita being im resold the
the volume for £5 to a well-known firm of
booksellers, whe now want semewhere about
£12for it. A perfect copy is werth £20. It
is quite a smail pamphles, and has been re-
printed—without the frontispiece.

In the confederation of Switzerland, with
a Szpulnﬂan of abous $two millions and a
half, or jast one half tha$ of London and its

‘suburbs, there are no less than four lan-

guages. Oat of every thousand ef inhabi-
tants abont 600 speak Germain, 227 French,
lﬁfn Italian, and 17 Romanisch, mi these

represents a separately sharp-
dm and in additien to this multipli-
city of race and langusge, the Swiss are
divided In the masser of religious confession ;

its administration, that with such diversity
of race tongue and religion, there should
be a prefound common sentiment causing
Germain, French, and Romanisch alike $o
cherish as the strengest g?litlm.l' feeling—
affection for the fatherlan

Truth learns that the Princess of Wales
has really been suffaring from bloed-peison-
ing. Her Royal Highness is now convales-
oent, but it is probable that during the Eas-
ter holidays she will either go abread for a
short time, or else take a oruise in the Roy-
al yacht, Osborne. The Princess’ health
cannot yet be pronounoced $o be entirely sat-
isfactory, as will
a considerable time to come. The Low
Church people at Torquay are by no means
pleased shat the Princess should have ** sat
under” Mr., Hewitt, the vicar of Babba-
combe, who Is locally known as *¢ Fasher ”
Hewitt, and is one of the most ** advanced ”
clergymen in the West of Kngland, The
Duchess of Sutherland is a regular member
of the congregation, and Babbacombe is.a
-very attractive church, the musioal services

being exceptienally good.

Baroness Buardett-Ceutts (says Life) has
‘been oarrying out the suggestion of ceoking
savery dishes for the poor in Westminster,
and the results are most encouraging. Large
supplies of scraps are sent in, which are

ocooked and prepared into seup,
:tn;rl. ples and 'Ei::hgl, and ﬂlﬂl: areseold
at 1 penny a e peor, who gladl
avall themselves of the opportunity of ’
& meal at such a price. E‘rhoe
ls at the Guards’ Industrial Home have
called to assist in this geod work, and
for some time prepared the meals in their
own ki but the business hasso largely
increased that suitable es have been
secured where the work ls done. Lady Wol-
saley started a Mayfair sorap cart, and has
organized her plan so systematically that
large quantitiez of reaily dainty morsels
are oollected and sent te Westminster two
or three times a week, and add greatly to
the maserial in hand, Under the auspioces
of Lady Sudeley a similar collecting oart
will ge about Balgravia. 2

Switzerland, since the time of the Re-
mans, Bellinsona has been a very important
military pest, for it is the southern key to
the Getthard Pass, and commands the whole
valley of the Ticino. In old times the cen-
quering cantons of Erli Schwyz and Unter-
walden sent in turn a Landvegt or governor
$o rule in Bellinzona over the provincs, and
gach osnton built itself a mighty castle. All
three remain, and their ancient towers and
hoary battlemented walls, built as they are
upon commanding eminences, give the town
an old world and pioturesque appearaace,
Some thirty years ago, $co, the Swiss con-
federation. profoundly impressed with the

of good the Getthard Pass
a line of fortifica-
ey jaust below the

' t all comers, fl
right across the

town. Toalayman, this picturesque zigzaig.

of turreted masonry looks very formidable,
and as if no man or mouse could overleap
such a wall much less an army ; but military
oritics assert that so rapid has been the ad-
vance in the art of war, that as a work of

A goese whioh has just died at Stuttgart
left the flock, while atill a gesling, and re-
solved to have nothing more to de with its
companion geese, but $e try

1ife for itself. Se it beldly marched inte the
ent one day and
sentry box. The

barracks of a Unlan
stationed itself next

1

battalion of infantry ;
first Uhlans enter the town than the
neet them, and went

i
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one of these boxes, ttas he wanted 0
use it on a patient,—a child thas had

tengue, which he was afraid
o out off er to burn off in the cld way ; the
R e b
ed electricity was taken to the child’s roem,
the wire was kept at one heat. In one sec-
ond the lightning touched ¢ff the tumor.
painlessly, soft as & mother’s kiss ; and the
child is well,

THE STORM'S APPEARANCE-

An Eye Witness BDescribes the Cyeleme im
: Einntietla.

The best testimony that can be had frem
eye witnesses of the storm is to the
effect that the cloud was somewha$ differens
in appearance frem cyclonea in general as re-
E:rtad. Hon. J. A. Dsmeules, an ex-mems=

r of the house of representatives was at

his house near lake, not far from the
track of the storm. He $old a reporter of
the a oe of the olond. Sald he: “ It

must have formed rapidly, and jast abeve

the lake, as it was there w hen I first noticed

it. It was very black, and seemed %o be

oonstantly in motion. At first I thought

it was the smoke from seme fire and it

was moving rapidly acress the lake when I

first saw it. It was flat and oval in- shape,

with a sort of spiral ateach of the extrem-

ities, one upward and the ether

downward. - It was peculiar in appearanoe,

and I watohed it closely when it had passed
across the lake, I$ seemed to stop. Its
movement resembled that of a fan opening

and closing, and it remained stationary fer

some seconds, Almost instantly its form

changed. Iustead of lying flat, it seemed to
turn on end and the spirals shat had run
up from the other end formed a part of a
big double spiral. 1t had a mevement that
was peouliar, as if there was a commesior.
-within it, _

178 OOURSE WAS RAPID .
and as seon as the big spiral was formed it
began moving at a ¢ rate in a course
that was somewhat zigzag. It dropped dewn
to the ?nnnd, and I saw the entire werk of
ruin. Its course after it crossed she river
was rather sinuous, though hardly as much
%0 as before, I: swept across the oeuntry,
and in five minutes from the tims it reached
the Sauk Rapids the work of destruction:
was done,” A Mr, Olarke was driving with
M, Cooper of the State board of agriculturé,
He said that he had seen the cloud form,
There were two at firat that came together
direotly over the lake, and then turned on
end and swept onward. A daughter of
Governor Gilman correborates Mr. Dameule’s

story. She saw it when it lay like a fan, .

and she said it was apparently standing
still, She thought it was the _lzmkn from

some large fire and ran to a lookout on the
top of the governor's house, to discover whare
the fire was. Besfore she had reached the
-top the cloud had turned and was appreach-
ing with terrible rapidity and was already
creating havoc, whereupon she ran dewn,
A gentleman who did not give his name $old
Mr. Alexander Rigg, of Monticello, whe
was here that he had seen a man in the
spiral rapidly moving after the clouds had

assed Sauk Rapids thres or four miles,
Ehm:ﬂ one or two missing, and it is pos-
asible shat it may have been the druggist whe
had not been found,

A peculiarly sad incident oocured at Saunk

Rapids, Minn, Ou$ in the rubbish seme
reds from the depet, wandering about the
stricken neighberhood, was a middle aged
man, He looked haggered and teck ne
notice of the curious e who constantly
};unuj him in their search among the ruinas,
t was Charles Shell His home had
been leveled to the ground by the cyclone,
and he was wandering near the spot where
his home had ence stood. He was a poer
man and had nothing but his home. One
of the viritors was the Rev. Mr. Pierce, of
Fergus Falls, whe had once preached at
Sauk Rapids, and not knowing hew Mr.
Shellgreen had been afflicted, he approach-

ed him and asked if he had lost any besides - .

his house. The man stopped, walked up
and shook hands with the man of God and
said * my baby.” He counld go ne further,
but #at upon the ruins of his home, and the
tears rolled from his eyes as his veioe thick-
ened, His entire family had been killed, a
wife and four children. The woman and
thies of the children lay over in the dead
house awhiting their ceffivs, bus the fourth,
a little girl baby of some weeks, had not
been found. The minister could not =ay
cheer up, and he left the man sit alone
and desolats, with the tears streaming from
his dazed eves. -
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A Manly Word to Boys.

You are made te be kind, boys, generous,
magnanimous. If there is a boy in school
whe has a club foot, don’t let him know
you ever saw it. If there is a psor boy
with ragged clothes, don't talk about rags in
his hearing. If there is a lame boy, assign
him some part in the game that doesn't re-
quire running.. If there is a dull one, help
him $o learn his lesson, 1fthere is a bright
ene, be not envious of him ; for if one bey
is proud of his talents, and anether is envi-

.ous of them, there are two great wrengs,
and no more talent than before. If a larger
or stronger boy has injured you and is serry
for i, forgive All the schoel will show
by their countenance how much better it is

_than to have a grea$ fum,

A Loopard Oan Change His Spots.
¢¢ Thas, my young friend, is a leopard,’
obstrved a schoolmaster at the Zoo the

day as he was off before three or
four favorite ‘ Notice the spots
upen his skin, the Ethioplan alter his
lﬁ;tﬁ:}%hr?:!“

1 “Yeon,sir,” une dly a keeper
whe was standing near ;- ‘“that ’ere eone
often dees.” :

¢ How 801" uired the scheolmaster,

' 2’'t you see her ? She’s
© jast dene it,” answered the keeper. ¢ She
was first of all a-lying down on this spef,
and then she get up and oln.nﬁud, and new
she’s lying down on that spet.

Exit keeper amidst disgust of schoelmaster
and ssified laughser of pupils.
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