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Is conversation doomed to beco
Some iniications
that direction. - It is
tiltl;r hgt:nhn iz at this
&8 o'the manner in which she will
tertain her guests, 50 a8 to make them feel
herself-and each other, and

-the wvaried

me a ld_lt introd

certain that many a
hour in much perple

at home wi
yet not offend either
| theno less varied consciences of an . ]’Lt
one feels that any

absolutely psrfect. The mu-
g, the euchre party,
not touch everywhere with equal

| sound in a company, the '

before were clear tdrl;h mind
confused ; and
growing mistiness for a time,
under cover of silence, Bat,
all discourse the
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probable that no
ed method is
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gonshiny Tilda.

¢’s wind blew fiercely. and
e cold ;E? old house in the mirerable
e thehm the city’s poor were crowd-
‘:'“ long since condemned as unsafe.
lh";m 10 cold I said Tilda Ryman, as
ﬂh’ln her low bed of straw, shaking
Elli in the fireless and carpetless room,
0 § through the crevices in the wall
!:ha weak little body, ?nd-thura wan
e covering upeD Tilda's bed.
“mw“ hungry ; though ’‘twas after-
P e had not tasted food, and her sup-
e evening bafore had been cold boiled

e without salt or pepper. Bat Tilda
% pothing ; it was no new experience
: m.gg;r-uld to be alene, cold and

A der if mﬂthﬂl"’l drinkin’ ‘g‘in-
th;;]:i she 1l freeze to death, such
I:‘ijrl ag this !- If I could emly watch
har & bit.

: ::rh: in this world wi_thnnt mammy !”
M stole down the thin cheeks of ln.lf-.

e you awake, Tilda? and don’t you
1o take care of Polly !"ipkin while I'm -

. the door and seated herself in the one

chair 1n the room.
0y, Martha Jane, please hand me Polly

must be something to. say. Then;
might seem the most difficult part of
qualification it is actually about the
casy. A bashful boy, for the firat time
away from his father’s house,
& small school among
? |in & house where were three young ladies,
sd suffered unspeakable agonies
something
earned money in pa

What a pity that some leader in soclal life

| could not o ein fro
Jees thp:ﬂn‘ vein from which exhaust

stress in this

Is not the art of conversation,. develo
ree, the relief which is needed
The answer would undcubtedly be in th
firmative, were it not that it is the exoep-
tion for any lady- to bring herguests
them to0 entertain themselves
own oonversation. The thought
thing brings to her mind the vi-
circle of
in help

ght ‘be drawn to relieve the

& tsacher of
in a high degree, stcangers, - boarded

or want
spent his first
paper at that time !'TltHh - WEEIE
career.  In this the diﬂi]dmt e
stories and aneodotes, and facts
o, arranged | politics, and he could always - '
silence, the | any of these when in the
whole company weighed down in abject | todo his part in the
fear, like some anniversary meeting, gather- | where. Ho was surp
o ther hn! ul::mnrl:lgunhl ﬂ;ﬁmmh; in a ;llﬂnuh ht;l lt;ulg. remsmber

solemn church, when no choir or speaker | thing w . 'wished to present. .
can rise above the suffccating oppressive
of one such com
orts of the kind, but ex- | and a ready
hausted hostess, to make a break in the for- | dote, while at the same time it ‘taught him

bidding, well guarded lines, will live on un- | the habit of noticing and remem
til the very mention of company haunts one | What he read.
like a nightmare,

to amy.

by th
of such a
eion of a d
around her w

youth found

—

ble or:

experience did more than anything else .
give him command of himself,

pany, | bis life to :
supply of illustrative annec-

The memo
and the fruiltless e

If people had conversation
. in view, the life of each day . wonld: be

Now this ought not so to be, and the less | found to be full of incident,
as it is easily within reach of a thorough
poken of conversaiion as

and even of
noveltiea well worth repeating. These
things always seem larger in the telling
a lost art ; I had done better if I had said an | than they do when looking upon them, To

art find-something to say is easy inde:d ifone
never yet cultivated, for this is the fact, A %o el Finalt i:h{ruﬁng to his
’ | friends. Certainly the more versatility one

> | bas the more interesting he will become,

mar are added, we have all that i8 ever done | Brief, pithy anecdotes will hold sway any-
to draw out the faculties of any one along
the line of conversation. Yet it is likely
that, except those who have absolutely no

‘Pears a8 if I shouldn’t J

remedy., I haves

When a baby has learned to talk, and
to this accomplishment, a few

years later
some lessons in the elementsof

othe school 27 Anda larger girl pushed I

where if well told.. It is fashionable to ridi-
cule anecdote as not consistent with the

ary minute ! ' and Tilda sat up in bed, | highest dignity, but all the ::“in nmgood

An climate o reaching out for a battered, soiled
uch - jlr.u ugly fha.t few Little girls would
little of itJM., vanted to look at it. -
28, that it j;Blds couldn’t move her lower limbs., A
other plangien papa had struck her cruel, heavy
when a wee girlie, and ever after
Jhing was the trauble with Tilda's
3 her rosy cheeks grew thin, and mam-

wbbed all the time.

laugh serves a noblér purp

musical faculty, people come by nature, as than digaity

near to perfection in musical art as they
do to

when standing alone. In the

perfection in the art cf conversation. line of this high and.re -art it is open

Certainly the former is capable of being car-
greater heights, and developed
more widely divergin
special cultivation conversation will fall as
werless, exceptin afew ¢
rarely favored by nature, as music woul

forany bold reformer to invite a party of
together with -the understanding
that each member of the company will be
expected to relate one or more , |
and such a par'y wculd serve tha double
d if s purpose of general entertsinment, and of

friends

ried to along

g lines, but without Shiied's

helpless and

i3 didn't mind much then that she
it still and could never run or play,
1,uma was 8o loving and tender with
aigple] girlie; but she had not learn-
ndrink then, .

ok filie hugged Polly Pipkin close to her
i“t' ¢ The tumbled flaxen hair had not
aida which [l combed for several days, and the thin

-ﬁﬁ-

cultivatirg the art of telling a good th
Wgy would not lnchgl. party hehni
acceptable and refined as one where any
other art is mentioned-as the stated means
;ig l:i.}“rmﬁ:; a!d lidhavahoroad of one
accomp y. who gave recep-
ment of | tions to her friends, and marked the card
of invitation with the word *‘ conversation.”
She was a mistress of the art, and her re-

No one thinks of leaving

wholly neglec
Why ‘ex-

mugic just to grow up of iteelf.
pect the art of conversation to doso? - .

ion will start up, where and
how should it be taught? The schools are
already overburdened with subjects.
isno room to bring
high culture. Well now it is just possible

greatly crowded curriculum |

But the quest

There
in a new depart

that even the

1 asked how Jil:n dress was tattered and dirty ; no lov-
' mother had looked after. Tilda's com-

fuch cold, Tilda ¥’ asked Martha J ane,
Tes ; but then the sun’ll melt the enow,
|am afraid you haven't had any dinner,
Well, mine wasn’t enough for one
;I tried to get you a corn cake. My
her English, iy is drinkin ; ‘pears like every time he

ceptions were exceedingly popular, as many
found them a stimulant to excellence, and
many useful hints in attaining 1t. '

ToroxTO, ONT.

of the schools might allow them to do some-
thing more than they do, though every re-
cltation is in some sense a discipline in clear
expression. =

But beyond a doubt social life is the na-
great school of conversation.
to blame, and open to a grave indictment son why
tor encouraging conversation to run down
of a commonplace words,

Itis| The widow Larkin says that the main rea-
so many men have family troubles
is that they marry a miss, s

— Tidal observations on the eastern coast of

tural and

into mere exchange

e8 are deep B id for work, he jest drinks it up.
ox pressive i, do you suppose we shall ever like the
rmerly wa Jii'—whisky, beer and brandy, 1 mean.”
shoulders, [ Yartha Jane’s black eyes snapped and
Imired dis- :
as befits s Jlflds opened wide her blue omes. She
yut the me- s loyal soul to mammy, but she hated
 She pasmses Rl ber young might the curse which
z and walk- iwrecked their home and made a drunk-
r is out all %t of her mother,
1d sleeping. Jl'lknow you hate it now, Tilda ; so do I,
n the after- i oace yjour mammy did., Old Granny
er:elf, and 1ay8 your mammy was once the
; with her ; JiFiest and sweeteet woman she ever
pg, at home J%; and now look at her !—ell purple
hinking or i bloated—Hueh! I didn’'t mean to
panions by joucry. Here, Tilda, let me warm
ace f~r her JRa bit;” and Martha Jane held the
laic .o rest Jplein her arms until she had warmed a
owea upon [ the banumb:d body of Tilda,
¢. Bernard Jil".must be goin’ to the school, We learn
yver bisre- J%0d and eew things there. I’'m goin’
Miog you scmetking ; it’ll be company
joufo try 10 guers what it will be.’
':3{?""95- if you—should—see—mammy
Ji'—in—the—streets, will you—will
—jeat——" :
‘litry to bring her home, Tilda. The
'iball not throw snowballs at her while
twround, and I'll try to sober her up
> A cup of hot soup,” |
Vith a barg Martha J ane closed the door.
L &uggled up into a heap and cuddled
W close to her, and then went $o sle«p.
(lak the ladies to help her, I'm strong
w0 Work, but Tilda never can. - Why
here fan’t old Mag, drunk, and almoet
ed over ! I'll have to miss school, but I
nred Tilda to 1,0k after her mother,
| think she’d rather I'd bring her
Uy than anything, though I wanted
o the kﬂ' tome bread and meat and a bit of
H
sty “ upon her knees Martha Jane knelt,
amouzk . her fingers began to dig out the
% Hupid with drink, not minding the
e of & beautifully-dressed lady.
. drinken woman muttered in her
ﬁ'M“ﬂ-E} tried to arouse her, when
oo 3, 900 kielt, taying, *‘L:t me assist
. hg‘?d betore Martha could think, the
 the called help and her carriage, and
i, iﬁﬁrﬂ_ all driven to Tilda's. .
looke, ""i08'8 tears blinded her eyes as
3, Pon Tilda and Polly Pipkin.
i artha’s help she soon had Tilda
I;'"“ bed, wearing a flannel wra for,
I“M‘.mr:' tpecially for weak, poor children.
y ‘mhm“thﬁf was cared for by ladies
ak (5 41 nestly to help men and women
i the habit of intemperance and be-
g o k. cved, pure, good souls again ; and
"HEII‘“ dﬂﬂjf for “mammy.”
M ﬂn"t Ih“t you're fine! | s'pose you
0ok at Poijly Pipkin now !” said

Tichborne
pouﬂh

1

- ‘d:t after she had eaten & broakfast
tked ﬂﬁ?;-tmeal and milk, snd a pink-
Yinapink drees lay in Tilda’s
HH-J :

_ 1111;111 mean a word of that, you
lomely Y Tilda!  You'll always stick
e
ma,‘h:‘:{edﬂnllf. Good news! Daddy’s
3 tag £¢, and maybe I'll have a new
- L know

you're glad, Tilda Cear.”
R it ——

% blush ungeen—Colored ll‘n“":‘

about the most commonplace things, instead
of rising into the white heat of healthful ex-
citement over subjects of deep and universal
bas practically abandoned
pecullarly

America have acquired a-new importance
sioce the Coast Survey bhas confirmed by
recent observations the older
there are tidal fluxes in the
and variations of its vel

ion that

ulf Stream,

y due to half-

es in the relative sea levels
of the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico,

Couutess Elise Hensler, wife of the ex-
t of Portugal, who died on the
15th inst , is of American birth. but of Ger-
The P-ince himaelf was of

Miss Hensler

interest, Society
this field, which, of all fields,

its own.

Now, ﬂerybodhy ;;Imiml the
has the power to hold a company
charm upfo his words in collcquial discourse.
Instead of such persons being the excepti
might be the rule. These did vot leap
bound to their distingunished pre-emi-

nence in this particular. Their grace is the

ast finishing touch put upon a

'lrha olemantg- which enter into this art ad-
" mit of easy analyais, Mentioned in the or-
| der of their influence in thruating one for-

person who ‘monthly

under the
King Regen

man parents,
the Saxe-Cobourg fanm |
was born in Boaton, bat educated for the
lyric stage in Earope. .
sixteen years since, and made her husband

very happy.

family.

h art.
=) She was married

m'ﬁ’ "8 the visited Tilda in her WArm

0ld friends, and I'm glad you

%
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About the only time a man wishes he

woman is when hefs ina crowded

Amm{‘mad ““The Girl With
early all the girls have a
heart, when a young man ocomes ronnd

a soft solder. 55
e m » ‘full an & goose,*. does vtle
goose great injustice. A geose never gets

s0 full that it has to hold on to a lamp post,

s did some folks the other night. .

‘“He s ttterly unscrupuious,’”’: writes an
Irisheditor of a palitical ngpami, et
his memory {8 so poor that he frsquentl
forgeta one minute what he says the next.”

A woman will face a frowning world and
cling’to the man she loves through the most
bitber adversity, but she wouldn't wear a
hat that was out of style to save the govern-

““Don’t you like this room ! asked the
principal of the new teacher. ‘‘Oh, yes, I
like the room well enough,” replied the miss
who had a largelclass of boys, ‘*butI find it
very sonny.” : -

¢ Nana !” . (her version of grandma) “‘is

- jrm;r. s dead ?” *¢ Yes,” answered grand-

ma. A long pause, and then came from the
little lips : *“ Then the only papa you got is
just a corn-popper 1” '

A solentific journal claims taat nothing

| will improve a woman’s complexion like

early rising. Thie may be true, but every
wun;n knows that fnyr immediate results
a powder rag is not to be sneezed at.
- Examiner in zoology (to smallaspirant)—
¢¢Oan you tell me any thing pesuliar about
the cuckoo, in regard to nalxg!' Studen®
—%Yen, .gir. Pleass sir he don’t lay his
own eggs hisself, sir !” 4
Superintendent (to little girl) —* Now,
my dear, how can you best show your appre-
ciation to your parents for the liberal edu-

cation they have given you ?” Little girl— |

¢By marrying rich, sir.” _
¢¢ Did you say or did you not say what I

.said you said ? Because Walt said you said
. you never sald what I sald you said. Now,
“ if you did say that you did not say what I

d you said then what did you say ?”

¢ (3ood morning ‘Mrs Gilligan ; how is.
Patrick, this morning?” *¢ Sare, he's no
better, sir.” ‘ Why don’t yousend him to
the hospital to be treated 7’ *‘ To be  treat-
ed, isit'| Faith, an’ it’s the delirium trim-
mins he has already.”

¢¢ Is it the Dothness of the D)y, or the
Doneness of the Did ?” proposed a Hub
tutor to a little Yankee kid. The Boating"

. urchin’s answer free at onoely took the bun :
- %*The pwopah tawm to use would be, the

Didness of the Done.”

A little boy was asked how he liked his
new baby aister. ‘* Well,” he ru?liad, L |
don't think she agrees with me.” ‘And
why not 1’ was asked. ‘‘I don't know,”
said he, ““but I always want to cry when I

-see mother kiss her.”

. ¢ Ob, mamma,” said a little girl who had

in front ofa glass case containing

dentists’ samples, ‘¢ here is just what you

want.” ‘I have all the teeth I require,”

replied the mother. ¢ But you haven't a
g fit to crimp pies with, bave yoa ?”

¢ Who was Moses ?’ asked a Suunday-
school teacher. *‘‘ He was an ox-driver,”
said a little boy. ¢ An ox-driver !’ repeat-
ed the teacher in astonishment. * What
put that idea into your head?’ ¢ ’Cause,”
replied the boy, *‘ wusn't he found among
the bull-rushers ?’

We learn from a reliable exch that
a good, healthy hippopotamus is valued at
$20.000. Here isan for the fashionable

]ls who lead a $1,000 dog aleng. Get a

ppopotamus and kill the other girls with
envy. This suggestion is thrown oat with-
out any charge. |
" At a party one eveniag, Sully, the paint-
er, was apeaking of a belle who was-a great
favorite, ¢ Ah,” sald Sully, ‘ she hasa
mouth like an elephant.” ** Oh, Mr, Sally,
how can you be so rude ?’' ¢ Rude, ladies,
rode | What do you mean ? I say she has
got a mouth like an elephant, because it is
tall of ivory.”

¢¢ Now be a good little boy, Willie,” said
his mother to him one day, wishiog to im-
press upon him the reward in store for the
jast, ** and whan you die you will have a
gold harp to play on.” ~ *‘I don't know how
to play on a gold harp,” he grumbled, *‘ and
I don't want nuthin’ anyway that I've got
to die to git. Let Johnny be Food and git
the harp, and gimme a dram.’
At a London dinner party the other even-
ing the ladies ente one room and. the
gentlemen another. In each room there
was a basket of flowers, snd the Isdies were
_arked to make choice of a flywer from the
basket, the flowers beiog all diffarent. The
tlemen went through a similar proceed-
B s wioe raom tae guabiemen snd
te wing room the emen an
hdliflii how chance had assorted them,

| If Rich .
The following lines, which are a para-
phrase of Haorace’s well-known saying :

“M- _ wlgh‘hwhuihcnl:h the venfurous oocesaa
lﬂlhdr'ul;np-'—ou.hntﬂn climase, change,’’

Impart a lesson to all who think that
they would be better and do better it their
‘olroumstanges wets: -chai - A writer in
the Mﬂ Standard brings out the futili-
ty JIF ﬂ-“‘\. A : = N pt nt | el
ﬂnm pessing aloag a crowded
bet, 1 ‘one boy saying _to snother,
¢ It .I-were tich, I wouldn't’——and then
thi::i‘ln.d[ﬁt;o ssatencs was lost and I hueri-
Bat I have wondered of en @inoce, how
that seatencs was. finished: ~Did the ooy
B — T T L]
E'I!Imﬂph.lﬂuldn’tmhmy _
relations ;” or, ** If I were rich, I'woulda’t
spend all my money on myself;” er, *‘ If I
were rich, I wonldn’t work any more,” or
what ? :

quite cortain. Whatever the boj\does

If he is geaerous mow, he wounld be
generous then. If he is mein now, he would
be mean then. If he works faithfully now,
hs would work with fldelity $hen,

is unjust inthe least, is unjast also in much,”

‘were practically supporters of the 5

'We cannot know, but there ia one thing
toat he is poor, he would do if he weres rich. .

“For * he that is faithfa! in shat Which is |
lonlg" ‘is faithful alzo in much ; and he that

e T ——— T . S se—
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The elections for a new House of Commons
took place in Great Britain and Ireland dur-

in the fo 3 pg November 24, and
iy Dbt e et

In the last House "of Commons, there

.were three huandred and fifty-four Liberals,

$wo hundred and shirty-seven Conservatives

or Tories, and -one Irish Home Rulers,

Thus the me a majority aover the
Torles of one hundred and seventesn, and
over the Tories and Home Rulers oxmhined,
of fifty-six. Bat if,must be added that of
the sixty-cne Home Rulers, only thirty-five
followed the lead of Mr, Parnell, the Irish
Nationalist leader. The other twenty-six

perty. |
The Liberals were thus, in the last House,
very strong, and the Liberal ministry of Mr,

Gladstone was able, for five jye to have
its o¥n way in policy and lom

The situation i= greatly changed by the re-
cent elestions. The new House of Com-
mon+ will contain three hundred and thirty-
four Liberals, two.hundred and fifty Tories,
and eighty-six Home Rulers. Thus the
Liberals have lost twenty seats, the, Tories
have gained thirteen seats, and the Home
Rulers have gained twenty-five seats. The
new Home Ralers, moreover, are pledged
and devoted adherents of Mr, Parunell, to a
man ; 80 that the real gain to the Irish Na-
tionalists is fiftv-one, and the rTeal loss of

_-thu Liberals i< fifty-six. '

In short, the Libsrale in the new House,
will only have a msjocity of eighty-four
over their Tory rivals, and the Tories. and
Home Kulers combined will have a majority
of’two over the Liberals,

Mr. Parnell and his party, therefore, has
achieved his avowed purpose of securing’
enough Home Rulers in the new Ho1ee to
hold the balance between the Libsrals and
Toriles, and to be able to m.ke terms with
one or other from a commanding position. -

The greatest, perhaps, of the questions
which will come before the new House, is
that of the Irish 'demand for Home Rule.
That demand means simply that Ireland
shall have a local Parliam»nt, which shall
git in Dablin, and mrke laws for the local

vernment of the isl:nd. The connection

nd and Great !Britain would atill, in
that case, be maintained by the executive
power, in the person of the Lrd-Lieutenant,
S ted by the Queen.

ince Mr. Parnell can convert, at will,
either the Liberals or the Tories into a ma-
jority of the House, it is not improhable
that some scheme of Irish Home Ra'e will,
at no distant day, be adopted and put inte
operation. Indeed, both the Liberals and
the Torles are considering how large a mea-
sure of Home Rule they can safely and suc-.
cessfully grant to the sister country, :

Some of the features of the recent elec-
tions are interesting Ia former times, the

eatest strength of the Liberals has always

en in the boroughs,—that is in the cities,
towns,'aud villages; while that of the Tories
has been in the counties, This time, the
tion of the parties is exactly reversed.

e Tories made their gains in large towns
like London, Liverpool, Manchester and
Leeds.. The Liberal gaivcs on the other
hand, came almost wholly from the cld Tory
strongholds in the counties,

The reason of the lats r fact is, that the
recent reform bill gave the suffrage to -two
millions of men of the laboring and the agri-
oultural classes, who for the most part live
in the conutries; a:d these new electors
seem to havewery generally voted for Lib-
‘eral candidates, - :

The elections were also notable for the
defeat of some prominent men. No less
than twelve members of Mr. Gladatone'slate

were leit out of the House, while
four membors ot the present Tory minis
suffered the same fate. The most eminent
defeated Liberal was Mr, Childers, who was
Mr. Gladstone’s Chnancellor of the Ex-
chequer, -

' The Marquis of of Lorne, son in-law of

the Queen, and lately Governor-General of
was defeated; and so was Jacob
Bright, the broth<r of John Bright.

The curious position in which the elections
have placed the three parties in. the new
House, will undoub‘edly give rise to excit-
ing scenes and critical events when that
House meets The general prediction in
Eogland, however, is that the life of a House

fresh elections are likely to take place at a
not distant day. : |

| Fishing Tackle.

On the principal of preparing for war in
time of peace no» s the time to overhaul
the fishing tackle and put it in readiness for
the spring oampaign. The rods shounld re-
osive careful attention and the ferrules test-
ed to see If they have loowened by any change -
of temperature or by the strain of last sea-
son's work. Tae whi should be re-
if frayed, and, if necessary the rod
should be varnished. If the angler is not
at this work he should send it to his
maker whom he knows t> be the most

|

4

and
be tested and if there isany frayed gut in
the leader or among the fly snoods out it out
and tie it.anew, y snoods should be free
from all oracks where the gut joins the fly,
the most usual place for them to break, and
the fly should be re-tied or the gut cut and
whipped on tight, with silk, This Is pleas-
dnt work: for winter evenings and brings its
reward a findiag all shings in readicess for
the first trip to the streams. |

Looking Beyond.

And we drift fr m the pressnt life away
. To the unknown shores of tae lif s o come.

And the mysti s touch of the spirit hands
'.!L?t l.'-llu:u;i tl;u hmuthmﬂk.

. j guldes our fees through ng sands
| Till they rest in paace at the river’s I:rrf::k
And when we are borve by the mighty tide

Away from the grasp of the hands we love,.
Weahumbly §.ust saas the waters glide

To the hoped-for shores in the me a’0Ve,

. —Selected by Miss Mary A, Richards,
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89 constituted will be a brief one, and that
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