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ost € bljssful content ;
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tb sky became clouded,

. gaddenty persel toiling alone up a

. he foun ﬁiﬂ dﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂndl_ng 1n tﬂmt"

hﬂu::undar crashing overhead.

terrific clap, and
Mﬂiﬁgﬂ;;rfnc;;f awake, and’ tremb-
sp .

Asshe o the quizt night. Gm:ﬂﬂ:':d'
tﬂupocﬂ did 1t prﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂt P‘ ¥y

o, WheD “uha remained ‘qmta still for
;h’hﬂrrﬂr;n i then she heard a tushing
ml'.‘lﬂt': her r0JM and & door lﬂfﬂ]
yund e distance. Again and again
et L0 ok filled the house. - -
; it iﬂ Mrﬂ. Rlﬂhﬂlﬂnﬂ!
BT o] am coming—I am com-
eriod: o without s thought of

. &Eulﬂﬂaﬂar she might encounter,
the passage

-1 flaw through

' B-lﬂllﬂ- in a most pitiable
nl'::fur -m::mning and tremb-

of fear. |
i:gft? .Eﬂﬂl' ?* asked Lucy, taking
her arms and soothing her like a
Ly “You ate safe now; you have

iriﬁ;ghida n:;a, 'ljzticle me ! - I shall
-+ 1 see 1t again. -

?Sﬂ; i;:: dear 2"’ faltered Lusy.

«[don’t KROW” gasped Mrs. Richmond,
. jgering T had fallen asleep, and I
1El something touch my foot ; and when
b ned my eyes it stood there at th:a
ﬁi the bed glaring at me | 0!1, don't
I' o me, for HEE‘FEE'E sake don't leave

. le ou for
‘M« dearest, I would not leave y
afgﬂd. I a:m ouly going to ring the

ke Mrs. Mitchell.”
' péﬂﬂ w;g:; let us have her here too, in

0 ho may comse again ; pray Heaven he

= t !“ 1)
Iﬁ; it man then, dear ¥ asked Lucy,

o passage. :
nmﬁ,“ replied Mrs. Richmond,
;1 shuddering and hiding her face on
q'; lhl}uldﬂr--—“:& man with H- horrible
tite face! And, oh, Lucy, his fearful
.ir! It hung down on each side of his
butly face like a curtain of blood | The
jzht of it will haunt me as long as 1 live.
b, why did Edlgar leave me ¥’ she
anad.  “‘Send for him—send for him
¢ once — B8aY, I shall go mad without
llH' 1'” : .
Yes, dear, 1 will, the first thing in the
wming ; but you must try to compose
omelf now, for all our sakes, if not for
- ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ." |
By this time Mrs. Mitchell was with
tom.  She also had heard the shrieks ;
bot she slept much farther off. Her
motherly, homely presence quieted Mrs.
Richmond to some extent, and she was
b to talk more calmly and reasonably
1 the subject of her terror.
Mrs. Richmond persisted that it wasno
iream ; she distinctly felt the hand upon
her foot before she saw the figure. Lucy
then told of the rushing sound she had
beard, and expressed her opinion that
mebody must have made an entry into
he house for the purpose of robbery.
“0f course it is known,” she added,
st there are only women here now !”
“Ah, child, you say that to comfort me ;
bat I am certain that was no living pre-
knce that was in the room to-night 1"
Finding they could not argue her out of
¢ belief that her horrible visitor was
wpernatural, Lucy was persuaded by
ﬂ;he; Mitchell %o go to her room and
"Gy, my dear miss,” urged the good
you laid
upnext, and I'll take care of missus while

jou are away. &

“Coms back as soon as possible, Lucy ;
Lieel safer with you by me.”

Lucy required no incentive to hurry,
lor, although of a very brave tempera-
mént, her nerves were completely un-

Srung. She, however, quite believed in

own mind that the figure was not su-
pernatural in any way, and determined to
Mie a thorough examination of the
Efml?u&u down-stairs —more particularly
‘o cellars — dfrectly it was light.

Dugiht CHAPTER VI.

~ajught was breaking when Lucy re-
Wmed to Mes, Richmond’s rnnm.cr The
mlnman was still in a most hysterical
h&uﬁu’ alternating between violent at-

sobbing and paroxvsms of &
Flarvir. P of shud

Mn. Mitehell looked
gﬁ?ﬂl CY Lu
niﬂhﬂ?k her head aipniﬁcant%y. i
& E‘lﬂtxqu think we had better send
iﬁﬂ the girls to ask the Doctor to come
i Ei early as possible, miss?’ she
e ik dare say missus would feel
. ¢ if she consulted him ; and he's

. er Fﬂ'ﬂtl.g .
n gentleman, and will advise
h 231?3 do ‘0 prevent the fellow getting

. this time alm .
benq 8 ost exhausted ;
f?:llhlm iﬁh‘“ don’t you leave me.”
Yo't logye 3o’ 40Dt you trouble ; we
Y heqp oo DOVer you fear! Now
hﬁ::"u for a litsle while, and see if
“IMHEIF?‘ "],n: of ﬂ“p. "

Slare] )y, ri00ld never sloep again,”
ot g 120, Bt soba geting

pillo® 4 olightfal dreamland. For |

.nembering the sound she had heard in |

l continued.

Why, you look quite pale and

. ,
Mrs. Richmond, who, in the midst ot her
terror and suffering. sti '

- - ering, still retained her un.

““Poor child, I have frightened her |
.Lie.down, dear, and I will
| Enrmﬂfa." b qulgt
o sit in this arm-chair and keep
watch over you both,”
Histchall. y added mrs,
~Btrangely enough, in less than a quart
of an hour were all three ‘i?nrdb?;
asleep, completely exhausted by the ex-
| citement they had gone through.
t_uw.h"ﬂkn Hhr:_.kgﬁchil,a who was the firat
awake, at clock
i wasbight: - T L the foand

*“Why, graclous m.a,"'.ha said to her-

self, ‘‘we have ap for four hours - |-
I that ought to dnmiuuumh 1 Poorgo 1
1 I wonder what that ‘was a w; o of

in the nigl ' ;. I heg nothing min, :
E:t' I dﬁuﬁhﬁa. 53

warning of
pened to master; I
won't disturb ‘em ; but I'll go and send
off fm; tl;: DI.‘.{:;(J!: n;;, and make them a
cup o . Bleas retty ° 4
adﬁod, looking at Lucy? ‘s t’:'uil?ka:tn u;l::.
beam in the house ! She’ll make a good
man happy scme day, or I'm - much mis-
taken,"” :

They were still sleeping when Mrs.
Mitchell returned to the room, bearing in
her hand a tray with two cups of tea A
slight noise she made in setting it down
awakened Mrs. Richmond, and immedi-
ately after Lucy opened her eyes. |

‘““Why, I have surely been asleep !” ex-
claimed Mrs. Richmond, in amazement.

" “That you have, ma’am, for nearly five
hg:;u ; 1t must have done you a world of
g ‘II ¥

**Well, I certainly don’t feel so bad as
I should have expected to ; but then, you
know, 1 have not slept 30 many consecu-
| tive hours for weeks.”

‘“‘Now, you drink this cup of tea, and
I'll put the room tidy. Doctor Maurice
| will be here before we know where we
are.”’

Ten minutes later, he was ushered in,
looking flushed with the hurry he had
made. He remained with Mrs. Rich-
maund some little time, and then descended
to the drawing-room, leaving Mrs. Mitch-
ell with her.

““Oh, Doctor Maurice,” cried Lucy,-

who was anxiously awaiting him, *‘1 am so
thankful to see you! We have had such
an awful night !” ‘ . .

Yes, indeed, you must have had !’ he
said kindly. ¢‘I was quite grieved to hear
sush a dreadful account from the servant :
it.must have shaocksd you terribly! 1
cannot aay I am altogether surprised,” he
¢“‘She was in a dreadfully
nervous condition when 1 left last night.
I did not want to frighten you unneces-
sarily ; but I was really alarmed, and in-
tended coming this morning instead of in
the afrernoon.” R ;

‘*‘But why should her nerves have any-
thing to do with it § Surely you don’t
suppose it was a ghost shesaw 1"

**Not I, indeed !"”” he returned, lsugh-
ing. I don’t believe in them a bit ; but

I feel certain it was a case of spectral il-
lusion. Her nerves we:e just in the

highly-wrought condition that would in-
duoe an illusion of that kind. And what
completely convinces me is the fact of the
spectre having red hair. Between onr-
selves, I believe that unfortunate con-

versation of ours has been the cause o
lt_.ll." ;

““You must forgive me for disagreeing
with you,” said Lucy. *‘I am firmly per-
suaded that s man did enter Mrs. Rich-
mond’s room in the night with the idea of
robbing her, and that her shrieks so
startled him that he rn:l;ed nIﬂy wlthq:eb
achieving his purpose ; for 1° am qui
um,-a.ftEr herﬁh scream, which awak-
ened me, I heard some one brush past my
room, and immediately after shut the
door softly at the head of the stairs. 1
was so convinced of this that, had 1t been
poseible to leave her for an instant, I
should have followed down-stairs. -

“Thank Heaven you did not !” Doctor
Maurice sald earnestly. “You would
have been runn.ng a fearful risk if there
had been any one there. 1 still think,
however, that Bﬁonr imagination played
you false, as well as hers. You must re-
member you had just been startled out of

‘adeep sleep And is it likely now that
any h ef would deliberately wake ’;H;'I.
Richmond up by touching her foot ?

_ ¢No| Thaat, I quite agree with youm,
must have been fancy.” :

~ «And the rest too, you may depend
upon that,” he sald conclusively. ““‘But,
from whatever cause the fright arose, the
result is just as alarming. She must not
be leit alone at night again, as—I feel
bound to tell you—another attack of the
same sort might |
mmquan?u.lg ~ She has rallied from this

wonderfully,; but it has been & severe

to her constitution.” .
.h?kaheu I ‘we had better urge
Mr. Richmond to return at once ?

¢Yes, his wife is going to write to him
this morning. 1 would rather lhehld
left it to you ; but she must fos be op-
posed.. And what are you going
with yourself,” he added.”
¢Iq the first place, I am
plore the cellars. . Altho

tarn would throw h&#
1 everthaloas llll-. al he Is com-

r, do mm

| down before

have the most serious.

the subject, end crying, *Now let us
| out of this g placeinto the m:hh-gﬁ
mil. air |” led the way up-stairs.
ucy went to put on her hat: and
good-bye to her- friend before ltlrﬂ:g
Mrs. Richmond: was busily writing ; the
ho::uakupur sitting working by her.

‘Good-bye, dear,” ahe_said ; ‘I hope
you will enjoy. your drive. Don’t wo
about; me ; Mrs Mitchell will stay _ml'.:’n
me until yoy »etumn. I don’s like t6 see
your 80 pale. I dare say I shall be
you are home.”

Directly they had gone, Mrs. Richmond
said to'her companion—

] sent Miss Starr out on purpose,
Mitchell. I wish to make a slight aitera-
tlon in my will, and I would rather she
did not know anythingaboutit. Willyoun
call Emily? I shall want both your signa-
turTn; Ii 1dtneu?." | ;

¢ housemaid was accordingly called
and Mrs. Richmond took the *_lrﬂl?ﬁom on:.
of her escritoire. After writing for a few
minutes, she called the two women to
witness the signing ot her name; and,
when they had both written thelrs, the
form was re-sealed and securely locked up

n.

*There,” she thought—*I feel easler,
cow that it is done. I am sure Edgar is
too good to find fault, and it will be such
a help to them !”

She finished her letter, and, giving it
to Mrs. Mitchell with directions to send
it to the post at once, went down
to await the return of Doctor Maaurice
and Lucy. '

Before they reached Fernhurst, Dactor
Maurice again impressed on Lucy that
g;;.h Richmond must not be left alone at

‘‘And I shall stop the brandy-and-
water,” he said. ‘I must makea complete
alteration in the treatment.” |

He would not stay o luncheon, though
Mrs. Richmond pressed him to do so,
saying he did not wish to wear out his
wainuma. -

ucy slept in her friend's room during
the three succeeding nights ; but nothing
occurred to disturb them in any way ; and,
to her great delight, the invalid seemed to
be decidedly improving. -

*I am very glad,” said Doctor Maurloce,
when he saw how well his patient was

P . *“*Your complaint baffled me
n:ﬁ,ﬂfﬁut confess ; I?nh now 1 feel
sure 1 shall conquer it.”

The fourth morning brought the follow-
ing letter from |

“My dearest Wife,—I cannot tell you
how much your letter, which I have only
et bont 0o {15k s wabierings:

cannot to t of your sufferi
and shall return home immediately, al-
though matters over hére are far from
satisfactory. You will probably receive
this in the morning, and I shall follow it
in person the same evening. The boat
does not get in until ' rather late, I be-
lieve ; and. as I don’'t know which train I
shall be able to catch, I cannot tell ;you
the exact time to expect me. Any way,

1 cannot hope to be with you until twelve

or one o'clock. Pray don’t let any one
sit up for me ; I shall walk from the sta-
tion, and can let myself in with my latch-
key; then I will come straight to you.
Good-bye, my dearest,

¢‘Rver your most loving husband

.~ “EDGARE.

¢P.S.—By-the-way, I hope you will not

be disagreeably surprised at my app3ar-

ancs ; I have had my moustache shaved off

-since I have been here.”

““Then Mrs. Mitchell or I had better
sit up with you until he comes,” suggested
Lucy. -

‘%ﬂ : I should not like you to do that.
I am sure Edgar would be annoyed if any
one sat up.” i

“‘But we could easily lie down on the
sofa,” persisted Lucy, recollecting Doctor
Maurice’s injunction.® _

“No, my dear ; I do not wish it. You
may remain with me uatil twelve if you
will ; and then I can only have a very
few minutes to wait. If I want any-
thing, I can ring the bell at the head of
my bed which communicates with your

Lucy was not at all satisfied in her own
mind with this mnnfommt, bus thought
she would leave any further argument un
til Dr. Maurice called in the afternoon ;
for she felt certain he would strongly de-

for a short time. -

10mettled and restless : and Lacy to
foar tho excitement of her busband’s ze-

she told herwelf ; “somehow 1 fsel

weighs of responalt

her conviction, Dootor Maurice dropped

the handle of the door and
few inches ; as she did so, a perceptible
shudder ran h the group.

her compani

precate Mrs. Richmond being lefs, even
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found that she had almost suocumbed to
ﬁa ultimately tired llltﬂal':, asserted lt-lr:f ;

gave in, and when ight crept into
the room, she lay upon hﬂhﬂd sleeping

She awoke suddenly, unrefreshed, with
an unessy sense of something wroug, to
find Emily, the housemaid, standing by
her bed. The firat glance 'at the girl's
zhouad white face -completely aroused

Brl

“Emily, how you startled me! What
is the matter 1" : '

*I don’t know, miss,” replied Emily, in
a low awed tone ; ‘‘but Fanny and I are

scundly.

dreadfully frightened.”

‘“What at 1 For Heaven’s sake, te!ll me
qu'ckly !” '

‘*Well, miss, we can’t get missus t» an-
swer us, and we have been knocking at her
door for the laat five minutes ; 1 wonder
you didn’t hear us !”’ R

*‘But has not Mr. Richmond revurned ?"”
inquired Lucy anxiouesly.

**No, miss, for, see, hereis a lester in
his hand-writing which has just arrived ;
that was my reason for disturbing missus
80 early.” -
~ “Let us go to her at once,” cried Lucy ;
‘‘perhaps she may be ill.” :

“Don’'t go in, "dear mies, until Mrs.
Mitchell c.mes ; Fanny has gone to fetch
her. Ob, I am afraid |” cried the girl,
bursting into teara. ‘‘One of the dogs
howled all the night, and 1 said to Fanny,
‘Somebody’s apirit is passing now.’ ”

¢Emlily, Emily, :don’t be so supersti-
tious !” sald Lucy, & cold horror creeping
over her ; but she weat no farther than
the door of Mrs. Richmend's room, and
there they stood and waited, trembling
and listening intantii.h

In a minute Mrs. Mitchell hurried up,
followed by Fanny and the cook.

‘‘We had better knock again,’” she said,

in a terrified whisper ; ‘“‘perhaps she may
be awake now.”’ :

Lucy knocked loudly on the panels of

the door ; but there was no response, and
the five frightened women huddled

closer together for sympathy and sup-

port.

ha“O the door a little, and speak to
| of

us, ’u she is so deaf.’

iss Luoy ; mqbeuhedoun’t hear

turned

With a trembling hand, Lucy I
a

““Mra. Riu:.l?n “hga 11:::.111»11 in a low
voloe, strangely unli er usual one
“lIII-¥ I come in? Here il a letter fo;'

you.’

They walted for an instant, breathless

with anxiety ; but still the awful silence
was unbroken. Luoy looked blankly at

ons, with her lips quivering.

‘“We must go in ; she Is evidently ill.”

““Then 1 must be the firat,” replied Mrs.
Mitchell. ¢‘Heaven help us, 1 fear we
shall see a sad sight.” '

Summ her resolution, the old
woman pushed the doorand entered, fol-
lowed y by the four trembling girls.
She advanced firmly to the bed, drew.the
curtains aside, and then uttered a cry of
anguish  There lay Mrs. Richmond
dead, with such an
of terror on her-poor face that it fitled the
spectators with pity as well as horror and
grief. W Mg g
‘‘Coms away, children!” said M
Mitchell. “‘Draw thecnitiﬂnl; this is no

ht for yo eyes. - poor, poor.
i%ltrell I'? ﬂthym she Eurit into loud
sobs, the three servants joining in hyster-
ically.

- (TO BE CONTINUED.)

‘““Wart’'s” the Matter?

curious if the destiny of Englsnd and
Egypt was to be materially affected
the presence of two warts on the ¢
of a Khartoum ship’s carpenter.
oocurrence of such a contingency

The

agonised expression

‘and of course missed him,
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. _The exit from the Black Sea into the
Mediterranean is commanded by Turkish
batteries on the Botphorus. This striv-
ing to carve for herself a pathway
to a free : :
Rusia with the might of a chained-up
elementary power. And it inoreases in
intensity in the same degree as the in-
terior of the vartous parts of the Empire
is made capable of ion by rall-
roads and Russian trade is looking for
markets. As soon as Ruasia’s Aslatie
possessions are connected by railroad with
her European system—and the day is not
far distant—a highway to some southerly
muhb‘;imm lhrjgfqm;:ltyiwll:hh
no power can reaist-obeying in the long
run, This pressure to reach the ocean is
the leading motive of all the events thas

have taken place in Central Asia. It

characterizes the direction which the Rus-
sian advance must take, and it only needs
a single glance at the chart to be con-
vinced that all the expeditions up to
this time have been carried out in ac-
cordance with a well-laid plan. | The ter-
ritories still dividing Russia in Central
Asia from the ocean are Afghanistan and
Beloochistan, and through these lands
Russia must eventually reach the ocean.

This is the aim of Russia in Afghanis-

tan at the present time. As for the

question of Constantinople, Russls, in

the event of a general war, may endea-
vor to get possession of the city and com-
mand the gateway to the Black Sea her-
self, or if she secures Turkey for anally
content herself with getting the unre-
-stricted navigation of the atraits for her
war ships, as was the case in the days of
the great Mahmood. It Is reported that
in the recent diplomatic intercourse be-
tween 8t. Petersburg and the Porte the
Sultan is always referred to as the grand-
son of the great the friend of
Russia, whose throne was saved by her,
and hints have been broadly thrown out
that under certaln cireumstances the Czar
would guarantee Turkey a long lease of
existence in return for favors recelved.

Turkey, it is true, bears ‘resentment for -

the sufferings caused in the past by Rus-
sia, but to this Russia replies in a way
that carrles a certain amount of convic-
tion, Why did you not stand by the
treaty of ‘“Unkiar Skellessl 1”
‘treaty was a secret compact between Ma-
hmood and the Czar Nicholas, giving
solely to Russia the freedom of the straits
as a reward for her #service in driving
back the Egyptian - army which,
Ibrahim Pasha, the warlike son of Mehe-
met Ali, was threatening Constantinople.
Russia has been compelled todo all she
il.ll domne, the Bﬂlﬁll; mm’ because
‘ your predecessors foolishly departed
from the policy of the great Mahmood.
Imitate his example, grant again that
which he gave so willingly to cemens his
friendship with Russia, trust to the
power of the Czar to maintain your throne

against all Earope. 2

A Bicycler’s Encounter with a
Mountain Lion. |

 Little is possible all through this
section u;iﬁ'“:gnds,poﬁd, in order utg com-
plete the forty miles a day that I have rig-
orously imposed upon myself, I sometimes

get u ull out at daylight. It is
mg more tphmlunrlud;ﬁalih following

the railroad through Five-mile canon,—

another rift thro one of the many
mountain chains that eross this part of
Nevada in all directions under the gener-
al name of the Ifumboldt mountains,— I
meet with a startling adventure. Iam
trundling through the canon alongside the
river, when, rounding the sharp curve of
a projecting mountain, I see a tawny
mountain-lion trotting. leisurely along a-
head of me, not over a hundred yards in
advance. He hasn't seen me yet ; he is
pexfectly oblivious of the fact that helsin
‘‘the presence.”” A person of common-
sense would simply have revealed his pre-
senoe by a gentle sneezs, or a

mediately bolted bask into the underbrush,
But I lay no claim whatever to any of that
n:r mu, and mm;lqnﬁtl acted about
as foolishly as possible premises.
I fancy some reader has already guessed
that I slipped up behind the lion and pull-
od his tall ; or mounted the bicycle and
rode him down. I slmply ficed at him,
{ as & person
naturally would at & hundred yards with
-Jog revolver. The bullet must
him a little, though, for, ere
I get my features into shape for the broad
grin that I to treat myself with
at seeing him wildly scoot for brush,
he turns savagely round and comes bound-
ing rapidly towards me, and at twen
paces crouches fora spring, Do 1 ¢ :
when I -see him thus ¥ Again, Nay.
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oyes ; for he shakes his head, and seems
toim.ilﬂt ndml!thu h.l:;mu-
thing at home, jomps makes
off into the brush. : i

“Dying in povarty,” mased s nesdy
student, *‘is nothing ; it is i in pov--
ot theh o bad emadeliow” T Y

For generations
{ Ramia hes beem atriving for maritime

This

‘under

slight noise
of any kind, when the lion would haveim-
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