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All hall ! ob fprig, I welcob last
With buch xej ﬂlll-i‘thn -ﬂnmu e
. tishoo00! .

All hail! odoe bare: ye verdal breeses blow,
Drive bedce all bebories cf the frost ad ederw,
Yefeathered : opaters tude your joyousthrouts,

Adrig nﬁhﬂhﬁ all your sweetest dotes,
hal—ahtishoo! |

It doth dot seeb like tho’ Barch is bere,

The wid blc ws keedly, ad the prospectsdresr *

I e T o el
it § 8 i 8544

Wha* bakes be sdeeze} Why dolblow my dose

80 ofted? Ad I counld dot ebell the r0se

If it was blocbid, I1ab hoarse sd »sig

All fiat ad tudeless. ltisre sprig?
& It's sdowig ! !

Briz be a tuvb of water, Jet its hest

Be boilig, for 1 would ibberse t y feet,
Wrep fladdels all aroud Le hot rub
water, forat last eﬁru-ﬂmig has cth.

I'be goigto
—B8wiz in Grip.

A LOCK OF RED HAIR

CHAPTER 11.

The following day the same rule with
regard to seats was observed ; Miss Hunt
evidently enjoyed her breakfast; and
staited off with Lucy immediately after-
wards in high spirits, declining Mr. Rich-
mond’s escort, blushing and laughing the
while.

‘¢ Some other day we shall be only too
pleased iﬁ{:.n take us for a walk ; shall
we not, Starr ¥’

Lucy did not feel bound to reply, so
maintalned a glum silence. Mr. Rich-
mond lavghed, and said he knew Miss
Starr preferred tefe-a-tete walks, which
sent her out in an irritable frame of
mind. They lunched at a confectioner’s,

- and came back to afternoon tea, thor-

oughly tired out. They had had great
diffi tf.in getting what they wanted, as
any delay in sending the home
seemed to Miss Hunt to be an insur-
mountable objection. =

¢¢ Surely, if the gown Is sent In a few
days, it will do ; there is no "desperate
hurry, is there ?"’ sald Lucy, on one oc¢-
casion. But Miss Hunt would not hear
of it, saying she could not wear her old
dresses another day.

““Ido not care what I pay; I must
have the things at once.”

As there is very little that money can-
not accomplish, at last they managed to

. .get one or two dresses and bonnets, which

the people promised should be sent home
the same evening. |
¢¢ Not in time for dinner, I am sorry to
say, my dear. I shall look quite an ob-
ject in tHat shabby old thing ; at any
rate. I could get a nice piece of lace.”
‘‘But, dear Miss Hunt,” urged Lucy,
‘¢ you have worn the same dress for three
months, I won’t say I think it is becom-
ing ; bE:t still one day more or less cannot-

‘“1 think differently,” rejoined Miss
Hunt abruptly.

Lucy discontinued her remonstrances,
and, when they had driven for some time
in silence, remarked— :

‘‘ By.the-bye, there Is one thing we
have quite forgotten ; you want a new
head-dress.”

‘¢ think I shall leave that for the
present, my dear, I shall see how I look
without a cap. You know I am not bound
to wear one at all.” ' :

¢¢ But I should think you would be very
uncomfortable after having been used to
them solong.” :

¢“ 1 don’t at all see why I should ; lots
of people don't wear caps at my age, and

I have plenty of hair.”

Lucy said nothing ; but, like the pro-
verbial parrot, thought the more. .

At dinner-time Miss Hunt came down
with-ut her cap, having done her best to
brighten her dress. There was a little
hum of amused astonishment, but she did
not perceive it ; and, when Richmond,
his face full of respectful admiration,
darted forward and offered his arm, she

took it and swept into the dining-room

proudly and happily.
After dinner, being tired, she retired
to her room, and the others sat in the

' drawing-room and talked as was their

wont. Mr. Enscn chaffed Rizhmord
about his attentions to Miss Hunt.

¢¢ | say, my boy, don’t turn the poor
old Iady’s head.”

% What a queer old th'ng she is I” .ex-
claimed Richmond, laughing pleasantly.
¢¢ Fancy her belleving me when I com-

ented her on her appearance without

her cap, and said the only improvement

I could suggest was that she ahould wear
a few curls on her forehead. She means
to do so, I believe ; and, being alle to
keep my countenance under any provo-
cation, I quite look forward to zeeingher
to-morrow."” -

¢‘You ought to be ashamed of making a
butt of an inoffensive afflicted woman.
She may be eccentric and easily imposed
apon ; but she is much too good to be

turned into ridicule!’ interposed Lucy

“Iz;nbouhdtauylmnnt see any-
thing good about her. You should have
heard old ers at the li talking
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 the worst of me ; then they won,t bedis- |

n

= ¢ But don"t you find letting ﬂwm 8
know the worat of you iather interferes |- m
with your making frienda? 1 never feel

'; my best Hl::tlﬂ!l me to any paxtic-

¢ No, 1 have r & 2r fcund it 2o,” he re-
joined ; ** but {Len, you know, I belleve
that really snd truly we are all alike ;

| only there are not many 80 candid as I

Aln. :

Feeling utt disgusted, and finding
him Iilrfed u:l?il favcrite hobby, Lucy,
shortly afterwsrds, escaped from the room
and retired to rest -

For a few days nothing eventful oc-
curred ; but Mrs. Enson began to have
her suepicions aroused ; and ome even-
ing, when chatting with Lucy, she said
in a most mysteriovs tone— - |

¢ Do you know, Lucy, I believe 1 saw
Edgar Richmond tske Hunt’s hsnd
and press it during their game at cards ;

Iamsure I was not mistaken, though |

she did not seem in the lesat d—
only pleased. Ard then I k he
glanm at her in a very strange way;

on’t you 1’

- S“His locks seem to me perfectly con-
sistent with his behavicm:t. I know
go out for wa'ks every day.” -

¢“Well, I do not think it is right. I
shall 22k Willle to remonstrate with him.
Of course he means nothing but fun and
good-nature ; but I s m sure poor old Miss
Hunt is foolish enough to be completely
taken in.” _

T am not so sure he means nothing,”

said Lucy, ssgaciously abaking her head.

-¢‘ Romember, she has ten thousand a

E

year!” SR

‘¢ Lucy,” said . Mrs, ' .Enson_ réproach-
fully, ‘‘ how can you say such things? A
young, handsome, gentlemanly man like
Richmond, to think of a hideous deaf old
woman ! Why, it would be mobstrous !
I do not believe & word of it, and I shall
certainly get Willie to warn him how
open his conduct is to misinterpretation.’’

Lucy therefore was the only member
of the household who was not electrified
when the bombshell fell and exal;dod.
and it was known that Mr. Richmond
had proposed to, and been accepted by
Miss Hunt.

It came out in this way. Lucy had
gone into Miss Hunt’s room %0 wish her
good-nicht, as was her usual custom ;
they had not met during the evening, for
she had been with the Ensons to a con-
cert ; they expected that Richmond
would have accompanied them, as he had
secured his seat soms time before : but
at the last moment he bad cried off, say-
ing he preferred his - quiet game of be-
zique. She found Miss Hunt in astrange-
ly excited and emotional condition. .

‘“ Shut the door, my dear,” she ex-
claimed. ‘I have been longing to see

ou for the last hour. Ah, child, I amso
Lppy | I want to confide it all to you.”

‘¢ What is 1t ?” asked Lucy, her beart
mwisgiving her. ¢‘Tell me. You may be
sure 1 will keep your secret faithfully.”

‘¢ It is no secret,” rejoined Miss Hunt -
proudly ; ““I should like all the world to
know it, as they will soon. Edgar has
asked me to be his wife.” _

“But you surely have not accepted.
him ?"”’ asked Lucy anxiously.-

‘‘ Not accepted him ?”’ reiterated Miss
Hunt in astonishment. ¢ Would any
woman have refused him 3" 2

¢“ Ah, but consider, dear friend— con-
sider,” pleaded Lucy, ‘‘how little you
know of him ! Three months agec yom
were unaware of his very existence ; is it
safe to trust your future to such a strang-
er?! You are so good and kind ; there
may be . many happy years before you ;
don’t risk your whole life. I have no
faith in Mr. Richmond—ah, don’t inter-
rupt me ; let me speak to you! You
think I am prejudiced ; but why should I

, unless there is thing in hi -Eneson,
pe es8 there '8 _Somethlng n him fo that the excitement might cool down a

inepire distrust? I am quite sure he is
not 8 good man. I cannot hope that
you will be influaenced by my advice;
but let me implore you to consult some
one in whose judgment you have confi-
dence—that good clergyman’s wife you
told me of—before you give a final an-
swer, |

**My answer iah given, Luoy,ﬂ:;u

me Vv much ; you are en

g;li;nkan i:lr;nur eltimtota of Mr. Rich!
mond ; I believe him to be good and »sir-
cere. Ihoped you would rejoice in my
happiness—Heaven knows I have not had
much in my life ; and I am greatly dis-
appointed ! Why should I doubt the
truth of Edgar’s love? Many men have
married women older than themselves
and been happy ; so shall we be. How
thankful I am nobody can accuse him of
mercenary motives! You are-the only
soul here who knows I am rich.”

Lucy started back with a little cry of
dismay. In a moment the harm she had
quite unconacio uﬂ{':nrkad flashed u?on
her ; but for her impulsive communlca-.
tivenees Richmond would never have

Miss Hunt's wealth, and she
would have been safe from any sinister
designa on his part; she felt that she
was to blame for it all. Poor Lucy had

often spoken hastily and regretted it

afterwards ; but never before had she ex-

Wthm ?rmhnl-m'm.

to be barah with anyone to-nig

.68 I must :t\;‘“j'ﬁtl.

d . knows ycu have ten
:*:dil year ;’;u ovesheard me telling
Mrs. Enson 50 in confidence. I did
understand it was to be avch a ound
secret. I csn mever avfliciently regret

thoughtlessness, hi
ﬂhdﬁl" . was sobbing in &

Lu
most contrité tpigi_&. |
Miss Hunt looked grave and a degree
paler, and waited a minute, watching the
weeping girl ; then she said— _
“My dear, you certainly did wrong to
nmﬁonlwhitd tpo]ld you ; I;lut ',? “:dn
not feel it a0 deeply ; you bave done
real barm. I am a little disappointed
that I shall not have the pleasure of tell-
ing Edgar when we are married that we
are rich ; butis would be hard if I could
not forgive you—the tzuest friezd I have
ever had, I belleve—such a slight. mis-
take as that. , you have thought me
cold and reservell | You little knew how

your atténtive corsideration scothed the |

poor lonely woman ; you first tavght me
that I had a heart.” :

There were tears in her eyes, and she
held out her arms lovingly to Lucy.

¢t Don’t—don’t rpesk so kindly to me!
How can you ssy I have done no real
harm? You m';l;: lu’: motives are no
“longer above au n. |

“gﬁmh, Lucy i’ interrupted Mim
Hunt, in a voice tremulous with su
pressed excitement. ¢ Never dare to
say such a thing sgaln ! I wish to remain
your friend ; but I will never speak to
you again if this is not the last insinua-
tien of the kind I hear from you. Itis
too, too cruel,” she went on, getting
painfully excited, ‘‘to suggest such an
idea to me! I have had so little lovein
my bard life, and, now it has come, you
want to robme of my happiness., ‘And
how should you be as good a judge of
Edgar’s character as 1 am 7’ she continu-
ed more calmly. *‘ I am older and more
experienced. We have certainly known
him the same length of time ; kut he has
shown his heart to me, and I know him
to be good and true. It matters not to
me what others may think of him ; Ilove
him, and I am sure he loves me. "

Her plain face quite lighted up, and
looked sweet and womanly in these new
circumstances, and her voice bad inita
tender ring which Lucy had never heard
before.

** May Heaven forgive me if 1 am
wrong !” she thought *¢ But I have not
the moral coursge to dispel her illusion.
I cannot tell her of his cruel jokes at her
¢xpense. Nothing else would open ber
eyes, and I belleve it would break her
heart. I must let events take their
course,” : .

¢¢ Now, dear, promise me vou will never
allude to this conversation, and wish me
happiness before we say good night.”

¢ With all my heart I pray that you
may be happy. 1 will never say another
word to vex you. Good night!, and Hea-
ven bless you !”

They kissed lovingly and parted. Lucy
pondered deeply for many hours that
night ; and, ere she slept, registered a
vow to do her utmcst to avert danger and
trouble from the unsuspecting woman
she had so Innocently wronged. |

CHAPTER IIL .
The next morning Lucy found that the

‘news had spread throughout their little
community. Richmond had told M-,

and then gone out for a long walk
little before he returned. Miss Hunt
breakfasted in her own room for some-
what the same reason ; so there was no
hindrance to the chorus of indignant sur-
prise as the news became general pro-
P heard anythi disgracef . !
“Inever anythingsodis u l”
declared Mrs. Enson, who seemed to feel
rsonally agerieved ab the turn events
E:d taken. ¢ I can hardly believe it now.
I shall never care to s to Edgar Rich-

mond again ; and, as for her, she is worse |

than he. Are you not dis d, Luocy ¥’
¢] am very -{::ry,' : repmucy ;ugnt
I shall certainly not give up Miss Hunt's
frie ip on that acoount.” :
She was the first to encounter Edgar
on his return, and was very glad there
was no one present when they met,
¢“Well, Miss Starr,” he with
maliclous glee, ‘“‘wish me joy I can see
you have heard the news. I know how
pleased you must be.” :
Lucy tried hard to keep her tempar,

replied —
_ “Igmghdtohamthhnpportnnitgaf
speaking to you, Mr Richmond. You
:::ldmtbnlimmﬁlmldyw-l was

“«0 » he I“ 1 .
mm‘l It would :’nh.:l?ﬂ :

to me to have made her life
now what mischief 1 !hﬂ wrought | I

shall
mmfmw

mention it %o no one ; but I
trusted me im s PoOC
have her. YA £
‘* Lucy, what is the maiter 1” inquired

Miss Hunt, noticing her agi “ You.
surely mﬂmmm e s

el

“*Oi, Miss Hund,'how ean 1:

s
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1 wishahe |

more on me that 1 was o |
p she |
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not

now 1 see whatit |

_reason why

_will agree with me on this points

to take place very

warmly ; ‘“‘but she is not v
afternoon.” i

cy folt an_ extra peng at th.l‘c,bnt o
‘and continued— " ‘' |
lﬂﬁﬂhﬂﬁd’i“ con M. Rich- |

thousand |

. Thosemow .in Lordcn why ..
during the war ssy that the .
| oopstant extras, cried {op,:
to midnight, recall to them vividly
Mad dogs recently becamen,
in some parts of Alabama thyy o
one county were obliged to yy,,
it was oonsidered dangerous i .3

‘S| pupils abroad. '

“No; that’s just the beauty of it; it
was wonderfully chesp !” :
“Then there must be scmething wrong
about it,” said Enson. g :
““Not a bit of it. I'll let _
the secret, provided Hm pmml:o
to tell Sarah—Miss Hunt, 1 méan.
“‘But perhaps it is something she might
Ea to kl:::w,' ubt;:eted Luoy, 1ather cur-
us at the same time. _ 5
- %] assure you there in not the slightest
iﬂ should be told this cir-
comstance ; it would be better, in fact,
that she should not. I am ocertain you
ow
will you promise 1° Every one comply-
ing, he continued—**You must know I
was rather in a fix about & house. I am
not rich, and at the same time I did not
wish to take my wife to some miserable
ky little hole. Iknew this place had
ﬁe advertised to be sold at a reasonable
figme, and I thought there would be no
harmin ohiglduwn and making inquiries.
I must allow I was astonished at the price
they asked, and at once thought, as you
did, Enson, that there must be something

wrong. At last the resson came out.

What do fnn-thhk' itwas? Most abeurd.

really ! 1 could not he'p lau at the
:l.m:t.,r Fernhurst has the eregl?:f bein

‘haunted ! No one has ever seenorh

anythirg, as far as I can make out ; but
still it has stood empty for years. The
agent thinks the report was firat circulated
in consequence of a gang of amugglers

-using the cellars many years ago to con-

ceal contraband goods in, the house being
within a very short distance cf the sea-
shore. I am not in the very least super-
stitious, so I settled with the fellow at
once ; but I don't want to tell Sarah
apout it, as it might make her nervous.
I hope you will not ohject to staying at
a haunted house, Miss Lucy ?’ he added

gally.

**In some cases I should, but not in
this ; it seems absurd, from what you say,
when there is such a reasonable explana-
tion of anything mysterious—besides, I do
not believe in ghosts a bit.” B

A fow days after this the whole party
broke up, the Ensons and Lucy going to

their respective homes, Miss Hunt to

her hm:ihry m to make mnﬁacl]l:ﬂntu
for her appr ing marriage, which was
o : shortly, and Edgar
Richmond tothe newhouse to superintend
alterations and furnishing. e

- Luck took a very loving leave of her
friend, and it was arranged that. directly

they returned from their wedlding-tour |

she was to go to Fernhurst to stay for an
indefinite perlod. The marriage was to
be a very quiet one, in the neighborhood
of Miss Hunt’s estate. Nobody knew the
exact date, and it was from the newspaper
announcement that Lucy.learned that it
had actually taken place ; up to the lsst
she had indulged in a vain hope that
something might happen to prevent it.
Some weeks later she recelved the fcllow-
ing letter— -

*‘Dearest Lucy,— We shall be at Fern-
hurst in a week. We are enjoying our-
selves greatly ; but Edgar seems very
anxious to settle down quietly in our
hcme. I will not tell you any news now,
except that I am very, very happy; but
will reserve it all until we meet. . We ar-
rive at Fernhurst on Wednesday, the 16th
insat. ; in a fortnight from then 1 hope
you will join us. Iam wonderfully well
in health, and am delighted to tell yonam
much less deaf. 1 consulted. |
Merion in Parls, and he hasdone wonders
for me. My dear husbhand is kindness
personified. He sends best regards to
you. Good-bye, dear fricnd. '

‘‘Ever yours lovingly,
, “Saram RicBmoxD. "

In three weeks, in answer tc a further
invitation, L started for Fernhurst.
Little did ahe think that with this journey
the most eventful chspter of her life had
commenced. She was met at the station
by Edgar, who was driving a splendid pair

.ct roans.

¢I dare sa
see Sarak,”

1 are not to
said, after ralonmin'df her
this

“] am sorry to hm th..t‘)"
Lucy ; “ll'nmtumuhehltwndwormlly

'better for the change.”

“IAndlnlhn:;untilwa csme here.”
**1 hope you don't think it is anything
uﬂml_"in,;uhedlanq. 7

| (T0 BE CONTINUED )

propoml, and foronce was &t o | .«

-aristocracy

Ina rmall tannery atGrgy
niti tree sre succemfully ueeq g
leather. The tannery is expej
on native bark and trees.

A very prevalent feeling in Ky,
that the Prince of Wnlu’:g visit §y,
take now, though bis frequent ;
Ireland would have been invalyy,
they been made years ago.

The great Cathollc family of y,
nim, which atsndsat the heq 4
a of Braudenburg, by,
drawn into seclusion since Pripg,
marck hounded one of its mempe,
the grave.

Protracted dravght and extemiy,;
in-the M&;&:ud have re
e Lake in 1 ia from als
of 42 miles, and breadth of 22
s length of 22 miles, and a width ¢
miles. |
In an address ab the Louisville Uy
sity the late Dr. Yandell is quoted,
commending a habit of cheerfuln

-wide-spreading, hopeful dilpollﬁm, '

would say, °**is your only true umip
in this vale of tears.” ‘

A bil has been passed by the Ny
Amsembly imposing a fine of $20 o
n who treats another in 3y
e bill does not prevent any numbe
rsons from ng Into a saloong
together, but requires that,
Miss Milner, who married Lord D
ham, comes of a family which haven
money by tradein Leeds, and inf
eighteenth century bought the Fig
ectate (f Nun : Appleton, in Yorkii
The Milners have long had a very Iy

‘social position, and became conns

with the leading families in the com:
A very large proportion of theYorhii
county familles of to-day ccmefromp

cessful local traders.

Among racent inventicns is an imm
ed cab, for which varlous advantagan

‘other vehicles of the kind are

The front is a projecting one, andy
sents a thre»-sided figure, the centnk
ing straight and the doors on the s
opening towerd the wheels, thed
springs being so arranged that the di
may ba readily op«ned wide withouti¥
terterence. The springs extend beyu
the hinges of the doors to near then
of the wheels, and are supported at th
forward ‘ends by goosenecks attachel
the rocker frame of the carriage. T
vehicle is low hung, ard so far form
on the axle that, with the driver’s »
arranged behind, it is finely balanced

The Paris ‘Temps published a isuf
stating that the twenty-five Germans
were engaged at Berin by Li Fong ¥
have all had to take Chinese names vy
entering the service of the Celestial o
pire. One of them, who was forme
Captain of a coryette, isnow called Wug
Li-Triang, which, when turned
English, means Mr. High Wall. Hel
just been promoted to the rank of!
miral, and commands the Chao Yug
Another German officer is now namf
Lin Pao, or Mr. Six Usnnons. The
of these cfficers must be -very high ; i
the common German Gunners reciof
naarly $250 a month, and about $7,50%8
the amount guaranteed to the familjd
each-man in case he is killed by M
French,

l‘he Populatien of France

This subject continues to occupy the#
tention ot the Academie de Meaiciy
M. Rochard stated that, if the rate ofi
creaze of the populagion of *France «
tinued to diminish in the same proport
as it bad done during the present ¢
tury, there would be no increase at all
the beginning of the twentieth cenid
France does not com favorably w
other nations in respict of the rate ot
mentation of the population. In Engs
the population grows at the rate of i
been per thousand. [n Germany ther
is ten per thousand, while the Amend
have increased tenfold since the begin®
of the century. At/ the present ¥
France conatitutes tHe tenth part of ¢
population ot Karope, whilst two @
turies ago it repres ;nped a third, Ii!
pumerical deterloration continues,
French people will humber at the
ginningofthenext century only a fifted
of the Earopean tion, and willl

pean
into the position pofop e small atates, ¥

be no 1 isble as one of §
powers. ghm opulation of 8¢
try begins to decreasd, we must sop®
or else that the birth pate is dimir

Now, the death rate o France isas
to be even lower than|that of the ms)*
dth ountrie ﬂrl“tﬂ;

Ll
W]

: uently ocompatative depopu
ofhnmmmtb. 1ub to decreasein’

number of births. In that count?]

thir European
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