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parties arrive at the same | M

< sufficient

‘ -, ice of blood ; for the aveng-
Efﬁ:{::dpfﬂ Pr{;ﬂﬁﬂd by the ancient
oxists in full force ; except that
sscities of refuge.”  If the

refuse compensation,

ion by the other. Hence it is that
;t'hﬁnypma prevails in the desert,
two parties meet, both halt and send.
s man or two to reconnoiter and as-
ain 1 :
b ei:a.jmavm arrives una;poetadly in
: neighbarhu-od of IBEdDﬂlEIl camp, t’:ha
; impulse of the natives is to vanish

there is blood between them. |.

' ,especlally if soldiers are seen
iigltzrl;a nap:-cumen. The sheep and
ts. driven off by th_a women and chil-
. disappear In a twinkling beyond the
: 1;’ ridge. Having no other encam-
' few skins and gourds, their

ceedingly prompt and

nce than a
yrations are ex .
y. The tents and other baggsge are
jed upon camels, andyn a few min-
s a whole encampment disappears.
bor this precaution is taken, one or two
n return, and when they have ascer-
ed the peaceful intéentions of the
unoers, the others approach to trade
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governor, and was succeeded by his bro-
ther Baraca. The Iatter waited for an
opportunity, and retaliated by assassinat-
ing thm ::;l tl;“:; years later he
Wa§ m tter's relatives.
Méshammed Khaiifa succeeded his uncle,

months’ wanderings through the eastern

Nile, he gave a great feast at his resi-
dence to the entire expedition. Many
sheep were slaughtered and numberless
fowls. The officers had their banquet

1 o0 learn news, of which they are very
4 bdgj; are all Mohammedans, but their
je of life prevents their giving much
ontion to the minor practices of their
toion. Their women are much more
shan those who live iu settled habi-
jons and in some of the tribes this free-
n is carried to the most extreme
snge, while in others great strictness
bvails. The customs of marriage and
orco differ but little from those pre-
ling in all Moslem countries. The
jouins always go bare-headed, evzn in
p fiercest hea’ of summer, and, strange
ay, some tribes, like the Beggaras,
ve their heads. The Ababdehs twist
ir hair into plaits the s‘za of a quill,
own straight back from front te
, while the Bishareens comb all the
from the forehead to the crown of
head straight up to the height of five
ix inches, the rest hanging in braids
ly down to the shoulders. They
ster their heads with suet and camel’s
oW, or any other grease they can pro-
o, lotting 1t trickle down upon their
ed breasts and shotl lers. - The tribes
distinguished also by the form and
ition of gashes cut in the cheeks in in-
y. The Beggaras who inhabit
thern Kordofan, near the Nile, are
v warlike, and when beyond the
h of Egyptian garrisons are addicted
pricandage. They possess great num-
s of splendid oxen, mounted upon
ch both men and wofflen, ricing
o, and all armed with four or five
¢s, come in hundreds to the market

apart, fifty or more dishes, in the Arab
fashion, a sheep roasted whole crowning
the feast. The soldiers, camel-drivers,
and servants all had theirs seated on the
ground and attended by the sheikh’s
slaves. He, with a courtesy and grace
that any prince might envy, commencing
with us, went from group to group,
breaking bread and eating just omne
mouthful with each, accompanying the

il Obeid, -The great sheikhs of all
tribes usually wear the turbans and
ing robes of the Egyptians, but the
mcn people are satisfied with a few
s of cotton around the waist, and
lals upon their feet. :
he Bedouins have a strong feeling of
oual dignity, and are quick to resent
ts. Duels of a peculiar kind are not
:mjon, always supervised by the
tribe, who mever permit
e to a fatal termination.
simes the two adversaries, separas-
y two parallel ropes about a yard
t, Are arm w}thhcnurbu es (a fear-
wnip, mage of /hi tamus Ride,
h brings the blﬂﬂEE:P?l evaryi-‘m),
they are entouraged #6 slash each
r) tntil their wrarh is cooled. In-
8 serious cases the combatants are
ed flab on the ground, face to face,
ag c.080 28 they can get. One single
e 18 given to the one who wins the
cus, after which he passes it to his
pr3ary, who strikes the second.biow,
80 on alternately. They are forbid-
to strike at a vital part, and while
are slashing each other’s arms, legs,
13, and shoulders,—not without a
of chivalrous courtesy, the judges
8 combat watch each stroke that is
%, and when in their opinion enough
d has been shed, they rise and separ-
he adversaries, who proclaim them-
3 satisfie]l, and return quietly to
E(iﬁenta to have their wounds
brief sketch of the foremost Bedouin
h of the Soudan will illustrate the
cter of those tribes., M-hammed
¢in Khalifa the great chief of the
pdehs and Bishareens, ia the patri-
EFE':- almost absolute ruler of over
1"y thousand people. His ancestors
princes for generations perbaps be-
2¢ days of the Prophet. H» is now
S:Xty years of age, nearly aix feat
2nd of dignified presence. His
fd dark chocolate. He has excel-
“atures, large black eyes, ourved
10 Dose, thin lips, and a fine beard.
. tXtremely wealthy in silver and
JeWels and precious arms, camels,
% 3nd tlaves, The Khedive re-
" 41 to reside on the banks of the

Where he pessesses a princely es- |

ot rich alluviy) lands, at El Hoar, |

act with some graceful oriental compli-
ment. He reminded me of Abraham,
only he is a much more powerful sheikh
than Abraham ever was. He has re-
mained faithfal in his allegiance to the
Khedive, and he is the present Mudeer
of Dongola, so often mentioned in the
dispatches. He has been made a pasha
and decorated with the order of the Os-
manieh, and is spoken of as the future
Governor-General of the Soudan. His
alliance is worth as much as an army to
the British, ' '

When I was in the Soudan the Mahdi
was in obacurity, secluded in a cave in
the island of Aba, above Duem, trans-
forming himself into a prophet by medi-
tation, prayer, and pretended visions and
revelations, 'What is most striking about
him is his pertinacity and his power of
holding his followers in spite of defeat.
It is nearly four years since he first
raised the standard of revolt, and during
that time he has suffered nine or ten se-
riot 8 defezte, with barely an equal number
of successes. After every defeat he has
returned to the attack stronger than be-
fore. Three times he was repulsed with
heavy losses while besi¢ging Ei Obeid,
but he finally captured it. H.cks Pasha
inflicted a terrible defeat upon him, but
he subsequently destroyed Hicks Pasha
and his entite army. It would be a dan-
gerous mistake to sappoee that his power
is broken. His inaction during the sum-
mer is explained by the fact that his fol-
lowers, many «f whom live in Kordofan,
had to go home to plant and secure the
scanty crop of dokn (an inferior kind of
doura which is the only grain that ma-
tures during the brief rainy season from
June 16th to September 16th), on which
their families deperd for the nex?’ year.
Like all commanders of barbarians, who
have no regular commiesariat, he may
Kave only a couple of thousand men with
him to-day and fitty) thousand next
month. It is certain that he had fully
that number or more when he extermin-
ated Hicks Pasha, 1f all the Bedouin
tribes and the people from Kordofen to
Dongola were to unite under his flag, he
could muster more than a hundred thou-
sand men. But this ir not to be expeot-
ed, and the British, prnﬁﬂnﬂy the divi-
sion existing among the tribes, may se-
cure some more or less valuable allies
whose fidelity will depend entirely upon
success. But in any case the Mahdi is
not a toe to be despised.

El Obeid is the present centre of his
power. I was forced to remain there for
six months, huving been disabled in the
desarts by insolation produced by exces-
sive heat, and I was transported back to
Suakim in the winter, nearly a thousand
miles across two deserts, in a litter swung
between two camels ; but during my con-
valescence I had t'me and cpportunity o
ohserve everything worthy of note in Ei
Obeid. This city is about four hundred

miles from the Nile, two hundred of

which are throazh desola e atmoors. b
is built on an immense plain, studded

| with enormous baobats, which always

grow singly one or two hundred yards
apart. 1cisa place of fifteen or twenty:
thousand inhabitants, almost hidden in
thickets of hegliks and mim?:u, Ff.!;ii:h

ve it a pleasiag appearande from a dis-
ﬂnﬂﬂ. 'I?liara :ga al:mr substantial, lrell
buils houses belonging to Greek aad
Egyptian merchants. “The telegraph, on
iron posts broucht from Eaglsud, ocon-
necting ‘it with Koartoum and Cairo, was
completed while I was there; and before

Detber. Hes held responstble for | three days.such 1s the civilising irfluence

CIrity of trade and travel through l

'S:6rn. deserts, and receives s la !
7 Upon the moneys paid his pﬁﬂtl;ﬁ: !
‘des, carriera, and camel-drivers; '
S one of the privileges claimed by

—NDot even government

]
2

ball pass through their '

hiring them and their '

of commerce, the local traders were using
it [to ascertain the quotations of gum
arabio and ostrich festhers at Cairo and
Alexandria. 'The native d_lalhng_l are
generally circular, with an earthen wall
four or five feet high, surmounted with' &
conieal roof made of dokn ‘stalks in regu-
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:qu;ra tqrt;gi,n the centre. - Some three
or four thoumsnd people ocomd ofthis
market from the surroanding’ villages.
Cattle, horses, camels, sheep, grain, and
the identical peanut of Virginia and Car-
olins are the staples of trade. Nesr by
are coveréd bazaiars containing European
goods, and also Iirge warehouses full
:iégum arabic, hides, and ostrich fea-
rs.

1t is very Interesting
sunset the groupsreturning from market.

Oae sees hundrads of people clad in blae

or whitq cotton robes and turbans, riding
& iunkﬁy:g ; men and -;:;un on camels’-

: garas mounted on bullocks,
with their hands full of lances; Kaba-
beesh and Hadendawa Bedouins; sol-

diers in white uniforms, recruited among
the slaves from Central Afriea, taken
from the traders in order to break up
their traffic and drafted into the black
Soudanese regiments. Mingled with all
these are Greeks and Egyptians in their
national costumes, Bashi-bazouks from
Albania and Asia Minor, some on foot,
others mounted on their S horses,
and Catholic priests and Sisters of Char-
ity in their peculiar dress. Last, not
least, hundreds of women venders of
merissa (native beer), fruits, and vege-
tables, with jars, hampers, and baskets
piled up on their heads, in impossible
‘struc apparently defying all the
laws of gravitation, yet held up by that
astonishing gift of equilibrium common
to all African women. They go laugh-
ing, chatting, running, leaping, without
ever touching the burden with their
hanas, and yet nothing falls to the
ground. The crowd gradually disappear;
the tropical moon rises above the horizon;
the voice ¢cf tHe muezzin calls the faith-
ful to prayer ; and the drums and bugles
of the garrison (all Central Afcrican ne-
groes) perform very creditably the airs cf
the French retreat. Then everythirg is

quist for an hour, after which the merry.

sound of the darabukas and native flutes

announcss the fantasias, which follows

the day’s labors. This picture of El

Obeid, the capital of Kordofan, would

apply with slight variations to all the large
' towns of Egypt and the Ssudan.

One sight, however, I beheld there,
the most peculiar and ghastly that ever
shocked my senses. It was the burying-
ground, situated almcst within the town,
and some six or eight acresin extent.
The gravelly soll was literally covered

with ahreds of the white and blue cotton |

robes in which the dead are wrapped for

burial. The graves, never more than two

feet deep, are lightly covered with stones

and thorns.- KEyery night the hyenas

m in and dig up the bodies that have
e

buried during the day, leaving ex-

posed to view the remnants of thelr
feasnt. imagipation can realize the
horror Jt this Golgotha. It follows of
course that the mortality is fearful.

During theXpickly season (that of the
rain) the de a?mg}tﬂn a dayina
g n of thousand mén, and the
pre was mearly as greal among the

population. :

It is apperantly the purpose of the
British Government to abandon the
Soudan. But if the expedition to bring
out Gordon and the garrisons meets with

brilliant success, England may dotermine
to occupy Khartoum permanently, as has
been so ably and forcibly urged by Sir
Samuel Baker. Otherwise,
country will relapse into barbarism ; its
vn.nt:;l trade wlllé::ﬂlmﬁ to the w:lrrrlii. s ang
to the comparitively strong and clvilize
government which enforced good order
under lemail Pasha, will succeed |
and the redoubled horrorsof anrestrained
slave-hun ard slave: — [R. E,
Colston, in the *‘ Century’’ for march. ]

Pretty Mach- the Same Thing
™ After All -

¢¢ Father,” he said, as he came running
in from: zchool, *“ did you ever driil an
oil well and make $50,000 ¢’

¢ No, my son, I never did.” '

‘“] was in hopes that you had, for I
wanted to brag to the boys.”

‘¢ Well, you can tell 'em that’ although
1 never drilled an oil well and made $50,-
000, an oil broker once drilled me and
msde $75,000. which is aboub the same

thing, 1 f““.'_'" : '

All His Troubles Ahead of Him

Three yearold toc baby :

¢* Y’a fink y’u ’ave yots of twubble,
don't you, baby #”

*¢ Hu-wah—hu-wah—hu-wah ¥’ replied
the baby.

‘“ Well,
to dita gocd ’pavkin’
u’ll know what twubble is.”

W e |
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entirely -unjuspicious of the ; sand-club
which was' hanging over their

while the President, Sir Isaac Walpole, |

Waydown Bebee, and others in the ring,
carried very serious countenandes. The

ripe. Prof. Smythe was just settling
himself down to sound EldﬁrJTooh in the
matter, when Brother Gardner rose up

‘“‘Eavy am de parent of half de wicked-
ness in dis world. Ome of de fust: -
ciples of human natur’ am. to begr dfa
some odder pusson’s good luck, but de
minit commen sense am called in fur con-
sultation dis envy disappe ‘rs—exoept: in

-isolated cases.

‘“‘We enVvy de rich, while it am p'raps
our own fault' entirely dat we am not
classed among 'em. :

**We envy talent, an’ yet we.am fo’ced
to acknowledge to ourselves dat we frew
away our oppofrtunities.

“Find me a man who am down on his
fellowman on priciples an’ I'll show
y© a chap who orter be in State Prison by
de same rule.

*“Da Lawd put us heah far each to
make his own way. De field am world-
wide, wid plenty of room fur all. If one,
by his applicashun, perseverance integ-
rity an’ determination, towers above de
one who waits far _luo& an’ m d:uul
on envy, any conspiracy to ! wn
should be sot down on by all good men.
Brudders Smythe, Swift an’ Davis, I
should like to see de three of you at de
foot of de grand stalrocase. Dar am a
leetle matber dat I wish to discuss in pri-
vate.” S |

: THEY RETIRE,

Tha trio of conspirators were evidently
greatly surprised at the request, but sus-
peeted nothing and followed the Preas-
dent down stairs. As no one else was
permitted: to follow, it may never be
known what happened on the landing.
What the meeting heard may, however,
yhr::w some general light upon the sub-

ect. | ;
] 1. Yells of terror. : ,
. 2. Sounds of heels striking the walls.

3. Sounds of - cloth being ripped ‘- and
torn, and boot-heels striking
the other side of the alley.

4. Bamp—kerchunk—thud—deep si-
lence. _ ,

6. The echoes of the toe of a No. 13
boot striking against coat-tails.

HE REAPPBARS.

Soon after these last mentioned souunds
had died away Brother entered
the room with a sweet on his face,
and walked straight to his seat without a
word. There was blood op his Jeft ear,
the polish was worn off- ‘teot,
and one end of his dollar was unbuttcned,
but this might have happened to an
who had fallen downstairs, :

““Misser President, shall I cross de
three names off de book 1” asked the Sec-
retary. -

“Da Cha'r reckons you may,” was the
answer, ‘‘an’ we will now take up de reg-
'lar bill o’ fare.” . '
- USB HIM WELL, '
- Giveadam Jones presented the follow-
ing card and asked for the endorsement of

theclub:
P U. D. Peters it
Was born and raised in the State of Ten-

nessee, from which State he moved to

Ohio, where he resided twelve years. For
the last twenty years he has been a reai-
dent of Canada in the lumbering district,
but has resigned all business engage-
ments, and will devote his time and en-

ergy in the service of
to Meet Their God.

started out on a lecturing tour which will
include the whole world pefore he knocks
off, unless the w becomes too bad.
He knew him to bea man of great moral
worth, and had been au

sent his riambé:for:membership.

usual committee; and Brother Gardner in-
dulged in the hope that Mr. Peters would
meet with friends in every town he honor-
ed with his presence. o
- PABALYZED, -
Prof. Sarsaparills Hanter then offered
the following resolutivn :
:“Resolved—Dat in dis struggle be-
tween Eoagland an’de Arabs, de sym-
pathies of dis club go out for de lajter.”
“You offer dis, do you ¥’ qaeried the
President as he looked from the paper to

ﬂw_;‘ﬂm

*"qu'_ lrmpil;hlu viddo Arab, do

a- | yon ' _
| T Ve man”
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‘The application was referred to the

plot of the conspirators was not yet fully | &

The popular movement that favors a re--
turn to the comforts of the roomy houses
of the olden time has not only produced
ample windows and airy balls, huga man-
tel-pieces, atately clocks and round tables,
but great chimneys ‘and open fire-places,

grandfathers enjoyed on win-

when the forests were the

unl‘;lhupply of fuel.
en coal began to be cheaper than
wood, the cpen fire-place and great man-
telpteces almost disappeared. It is now
found that coal may =0 be used in open
grates as to give to the room the old time
sheerfulness and glox. = It has also been
discovered of late that the same grate
may be made to answer for two roems,
without an extra supply of fuel. A prac-
tical weporter thus writes on the subjecs
for his paper : |
$1 think the

time is coming,” said a

{ builder, **when houses will be furnished

with more grates and open fire-places
than - they are #o-day. Of late years
ave has been running to hot-air
furnaces and steam-heating apparatus,
and the system of warming flats has been
redused te a science. ' -
“*But only those whohave bsen brough
up in the country can realize the charm
of the big, wide fireplace, with its crackl-
ing back-logs and its bed of red-hotem-
bers, that form themselves into so many
fantastic shapes to fascinate the family
gathered round. '_

“Did you ever notice how earnestly
people gaze into a good fire? Whatdo
they see there, what thoughts does the
fire suggess, that all who gather around
it sooner or later fitd themselves s
vacantly at it, oblivious to all surround-
ings? . ' :

**What good cheer does it cast over
the household to see the unsteady flicker
of the flame, and watch the dancing sha-
dows on the flocr! Whe+t is more consol-
ing than to blow out the lamp, or turn
out the gas, and sit by thefirelight alone,
with one’s heels perched upon the ferdert

There’s little of that in the cisy, but I be-
lieve there's going to be more of i¥—no#
open fire-places, but grates.

Away down Sputh, -where they dun’( )
nsed much fire &t any season, & man has
invented a grate that heats two rooms at
once with one fire. It ought to have been
done before, everybody will say, and man
of us builders wonder why we didn's thlni
of i‘l;mmlv?. A

*‘Tae whole thing consists of sebting a
peculiarly constructed grate elear through
the chimney, so that the front s inone
room and the bask in another, Of course,
‘one fire will heat both reoms, Simple?
And yet it has just baen gamnttd. I'm
afraid we are getting slow.” ;

: et - - A+ - I

The Mission of the Mahdi.

The term ‘‘Mahdi” isapproximatel
translated - ¢ Messiah.” = The Hl.hdi'{
Heaven-imposed mission is neither na-
political, but religious. The
territory which he claims and the people

by M:a - dﬂm ﬁm
solely geogra '
Kither he is the looked-for apiritual head
of the wbole world, who isto unite all
nations under an Islam purified of its
existing abuses, or he Is nothing. Hels
is either the Messiah which was to come
or an imposter. Avoiding s most exach
parallel which might seem irreverent, an
attempt to negotiate with such a leader
might be compared tv an offer made by
the Mohammedan leader to Peter the
Hermit of the crowd of the Franks if he
would refrain from prosecating the Cru-
sidea, s

The Mshdi's aims, repeated in innu-
merable proclamations. are to drive thoso
who refuse to recognize his divine mission
into the sea, to be proclaimed in the holy
city of Mecca, and to destroy the false

| Caliphate “at Stamboul. He is eqnﬁ‘

hostile to the Senoussi, the Sultan, Arab

and Mr..Biunt. His only adherents are
those who will take the sword and kill -
all who refuse his faith throughout the
world. Hahi‘:’the u::uallnr of numerous
lmposters who, not having the fortune to
be opposed by British atatesnien, have

ssAny pertickler | " failed toachieve eqaal pr
X weery groat reason, sab. Do Arab :
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