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' CHAPTER L
The spring season nearly at
Fastoliffe, and m&m":.nmdmgﬂ;mo

- almost empty, the visitors having left,

with the exception of a few had no home

attractions awaiting them,

Among those remaining were Mr. and
Mrs. Enson, an ordinary young couple,
well provided with t::;uod things of this
life, of which they a thorough ap-
preciation ; Lucy Starr, a frank, wm-
affected, clever girl, with an unusual
power of discerning character, and a
habit of speaking her mind plainly and
strongly ; the only little spice of self-
sonceis in her nature being her conscious-
ness of the talent she really possessed of

charaster-reading—no human counterfeit

need hope to escape her penetrating eye
and rather severe nnimn;:erdom. 35{5
was complately unselfish and a staunch
friend, and at this time was on a visit to
Mrs. Enson, an old schoolmate. Au-
other visitor who was still staying ab the

-house was Miss Hunt, a nervous,
shy, very. plain, deaf woman of about
fifty, and the last, Mr. Edgar Richmond,
a dashing, handsome, dark-moustached
young man of thirty, who enjoyed the ut-
most popularity. He bad been the life
and soul of the boarding-house all the
season, and had made hosts of friends—

~ the Ensons belng prominent among these;

the secret of his success was that he was
always in a good temmmd had a happy
knack of appearing and thoughtful
for the comfort of others. Thoughtful-
ness, however, was more apparent than
peal, though none of the boarders, with
one exception, ever thought of question-
ing his good intentions.

A habit of his which delighted people
‘tl:n s way he had of a to thinlk
e most ordinary observations striking
clever and sharp ; it is doubtful whatha{
he would have understood a really witty
remark, or seen anything to applaud in
it—for instance, a
take my umbrella out with me, and then
we shall be certain to havemo raln”
Richmond at once would break into his
sweet musical laugh, repeating with an
appearance of the most intense enjoy-
ment, “That's really capital! °‘Ill take
my umbrolla out, and then there will be
no rain.’ I say, really, you know, that’s
lwfu]]? good—‘my wumbrella out, no
rain ¥ "’ el-cetera; or, again, some oae
would remark that pouring cats and dogs
did not adequately describe the rain that

had fallen ia the night.

This not very original observation
would convulse Mr. Richmond for a few
minutes ; and, when he could speak, he
would be heard murmuring, * Cats and
dogasdidn’t describe it. Awfully funny
idea, really—cats and dogs I'’—and so on.
By this means, he put all his acquaint-
ances on good terms with themselves—an
infallible method of securing a popular
posaition. He openly confessed that he
‘was looking out for a rich wife ; but
people did not think the worsze ef him on
that account ; they only regretted he had
not enough of his own to enable him to
follow the dictates of his own kind heart.

*]l must have money when I marry,”
he said to the Ensons almost immediate-
ly he made their acquaintance. ‘I have,
on an average, a thousand a year, which
I derive from several small vineyards in
France and 1taly ; but what’s that to a
fellow who is fond of horses ¥ Really

‘Ha always took care that this should
be * distinctly understood whenever he
made new friends, especially when, as in
the case of the Ensons, any -unmarried
ladies were of the party. He was not a
flirt ; and, having a superlative notion of
his own irresistible qualities, he thought
it only fair to the unmoneyed young ladies
that his intentions should be plainly
understood. As to his unselfish good-
nature, take the following instance :

- During his stay, a young fellow -of
seventeen, sent alone by his parents to
Trickett’'s, met with an accident, and
sprained his ankle so severely that he
was unable tc move off the sofa for nearly
a week. His only resource, in these cir-
cumstances, was chess. Richmond hap-
pened to be the one other chess-player
stayilny in the house. The first gn’y
ung Grant was laid up, there was an
cestant downvour of rain, making it
almost impossible to stir out. Here was
an opportunity not to be neglected of
ying the Good Samaritan, and amusing

elf at the same time. . With tender
:}nliultnﬂa, Eiehu:dnnhd“ devoted himself to
rant, and earn is everlasting ti-
tude. Is was not ncticed that theg:axt

- five days the young fellow lay there,

weary and dull, were: fine, and oonse-
quently Richmond could find better en-
tertal mnt elsewhere. Then, again, a
very rich exclusive couple were staying at
Tricket's, Jwith two most unpleasing
ehildren. Richmond made up his mind,
bofore the season was over, that he would
get an invitation to the country-house ;

~ and, to attain this end, he psid most as.

siduous court to the chlldren—took them
out for walks and presented them with

‘“Poor little beggars I” he would may,
you seem to care for them.”
The parents, who doted on their spoilt
‘ehildren, - were easily won by this ; and,
before they left, Richmond was their in-
vited guest. Itdidjndt occurtrany oneas

y would say, *“I'll’
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ALOCK OF RED HAIR
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‘¢ Ah, Lucy, I don’t see how even you
can call him conceited !” replied Mrs.

Enson. *‘Though you appear to think
poor Eigar Richmond the embodiment c f
all the vices, you should be just to him ;
I never saw a man so alive to his own
shortcomings ; he is always talking about
them.” Booxn. i

“That is one of my principal reasons
for considering him conceited ; he thinks
his miserable little weaknesses more in-
teresting than the noble deeds of others.
What particularly irritates me is his habit
of crediting the whole world with every
one of his own failings, reserving for him-
self alone the great virtues of truth and
candor ; and so, inferring that, instead of
bei:nﬁ worse, he is very much better than

ind in general.”

““You can always beat me at argu-
ment, Lucy ; but you need not think you
have convinced me on that account ; and,
at any rate, you must allow he is good-
tempered, for you say the most outrage-
ously rude things to him sometimes, and
he bears it like a lamb.”

* 1 do not respect him for it ; I sheuld
think far better of him if he turned round
on me occasionally, when I tell him un-
pleasant truths.”

¢ Well, if you are sufficiently unreason-
able to object to a man because he is too
gentlemanly to eontradict or ne with
a lady, there is an end of all further dis-
though I must say you do him
great injustice. Of course nobody can be

rfect ; we all have our little faults, and

am sure his are-all on the surface.
Willie thinks, and 1 agree with him, that
Edgar Richmond will settle down into a
capital husband when he marries. 1 only
wish you had more money.”

¢ Why, you don’t suppose that I would
have him ¥’ erled Lucy, indignantly. ‘‘Not

if he were a millionasire ! You surely

mus$ know that I detest him.”

*‘ You certainly say so often enough,”
replied Mrs. Enson, laughing. ‘‘Now
don’t look daggers at me—I believe you ;
but you might have felt very different
if he kad seemed to admire you more;
and, even now, Willie thinks you admire
him much better than you care to admit.
He says these violent and unreason-
able expressions of dislike are often
adopted to conceal the real state of
people’s feelings, especially in cases where

the person may be slightly disappointed.

So I shonld keep my sentiments a little
more to myself if I were you, or you may
be misunderstood ; for, you know, it
really is hard to believe you object to him
as much as you say ; he is a man almost
any girl would be glad to marry.”
Lucy’s outspoken -crivicisms annoyed
her easy-going friend, who did not wish
to appear wanting In discrimination, so
occasionally she liked to have a little dig
at her. | _
‘¢ I thiok it 1s shameful of your husband
to insinuate such untrue things; I'll
never mention Richmond’s name again !”
cried Lucy, beiling over with wrath and
flouncing out of the room. :

Mrs. Enson was not deceived by this.

however ; Edgar Richmond’s character
was a most interesting study to Lucy, and
very little encouragement would always
start her on the subj.ct. '
Miss Hunt, on the other hand, had
made herself as unpopular as Richmond
had become popular; and, agsin, for
purely social reasons. In this case also
Lucy took a singular stand, for she de-
clared that Mirs Hunt was by no means
1sagreeable ‘‘ when you know her a
little,” and had many really noble quali-
ties ; but she admistted she was a most
difficult person to fathom. Her liking for
Miss Hunt originated to some extent in
s feeling of pity, for hers was a history
calculated to arouse the sympaties of a
warm-hearted girl ; and, little by little,
she had admitted Luey into her oonfi-
dence, having teken a great liking to her.

To the rest of the boarders she had been

cold and distant, almost to & repulsive
degree. She made a alight exception
howe -er in the case of Edgar Richmond ;
he had been only moderately polite to
her, and used to ridicule her iarities
almost before her fice in a low tone ; but
she had ex so little attention
from gentlemen that very small courtesies
assumed in her eyes much more importans
proportiona.

Her father had been a wealthy mer-
chant, with a family of handsome daugh-
ters, she being the ome exception. She
was the eldest, and had been a very
beautiful child ; but, at the age of twelve,

had had an attack of sma'l-pox which had

eatirely destroyed her beausy and render-
ery deaf.
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| with gratitude, and

asking for subscriptions
for one of her charities., Miss Hunt re-
ceived her very ooldly ; but she, goad
soul, would not be repulsed, but felt it a

to emerge
from her retirement and try to interest
herself in the outer mlrlld, dBilflfa ufﬁn
thought, in after years, how erently
she would have acted, could she have had
s glimpse of the future. Fa: better for
the poor woman to have lived and died in
her gloomy- house,

It must have been a hard struggle to
the deaf, middle-aged, self-contained
woman to emerge from her seclusion ;
but she made_the effort, and for the last
six or seven years had been travel'ing
about with a maid-servant in the vain
search of amusement and pleasure.

She was . charitable, an

deal of money ; but her manner did
not endear her to the reciplents, so that
her good deeds were seldom spoken of
people were quite
unaware of the amount she thus spent.
For this reason nobody supposed her to
be nearly as rich as she was, for she
dressed very plainly—indeed shabbily.

It was a great surprise therefore to

Lucy to hear, during one of their conver-

satlons together, that Miss Hant s noome
amounted to close upon. ten thousand
a year, and was entirely at her own dis-

Going Into the general sitting-room im-
mediately after, Lucy found Mrs. Enson
!.lonathere,ll !.liﬂltlp ) ﬁugtl]l;an-

oining secrecy on her—Miss Hun

Lid she did not wish her wealth 1:1::?11:).;-g
come a topic of conversation—she told
her what she had just learnt. Mrs, En-
son was loud in her astonishment, and

during this, Mr. Richmond appeared from -
‘behind the curtains in the bay-window,

and, saying unblushingly—*‘I could not
find it in my heart to interrcpt you, Miss
Starr. Thank you for a most interesting
piece of newa"—left the room.

‘“What a disgraceful thing!” ecried
Lucy angrily. ‘‘The man has actually
been listening. Heis the meanest crea-

- ture I've ever seen |”

My dear, Idon’t suppose he heard
half of what you sald. I have no doubt
he was asleep when you came In. I've
been here for ten minutes, and he never

moved.”

““Well, I'll never say anything else, 1
don’t want him to hear, without first look-
ing under the sofas and tables to see if he
18 playing the epy.”

The next general ass=mbly of the occu-

panus of the house was at the hall-past

seven o'clock dinner. The dining.table
presented rather a mournful appearance ;
it was very large, capable of accomodat-
ing at least twenty visitors, and was not
reducible. Those that remained still. re-
tained the seats they had ocoupied during
the season ; and in many cases there was
a gap of two or thres ¢ ai s between the
diners. Miss Hunt was one of these
isolated ones, having three chalrs on her
right and one on her left vacant. The
Ensons, Lucy, and Mr. Richmond were
together at the other end, and on the op-
posite side of the table. Sometimes Lucy
gave up her chair, and went and sat by
Miss Hunt ; but at last she desisted, as
her doi:fa 80 only seemed to cnnfnse’and

rry the nervous woman, who latter]
bhad eaten her dinner quite unnutioetz
aud in eomplete silence.

It was a matter of astonishment there-
fore to every |

will be ratherdull foryou! Y |
;:blmgch divi tr?m the mlt‘l:
a.

“Thi.l i. ﬂlﬂ TG!', reason I‘m ﬂ.ﬂlﬂ.‘h&"'

be replied, laughing. ‘That long
does make the table ] anocom =y
nbln;_l have been :_nok =5 fot-

look at each
thing.» other more, is some-
ﬂﬂf;hlrhw Bhrﬁtwm did

until she

gave sway a .

‘suddenly.

the rest of the table at his companion’s
Every one smiled, though
nghtitm:]itﬂotoohnd.hi.

companion, snd declsred he had not en-

conversation so much

joyed a dinner
17¢ not mind

asking e rhl::luh did not

to repeat w. e did I
catch, and he knew he spoke very indis-
tinctly , he had often been told so by a
dear friend of his who was alightly deaf ;

*“It's quite a standing j
he sald aicly. “‘Kate and I often laugh
about it.”” Then he added quietly, *“*Not
ltﬁ:tl} true, but balm to the afflicted
80 "

¢ Oh, I think you speak very diatinct-
ly ! " said Miss Hunt earnestly. * Onlf

t once I failed to hear what you said.”

After dinner Miss Hunt went at once
to her room, looking s rangely happier
and brighter; and Richmond=lounged into
the drawing-aoom, where were the Enson
and Luocy.

g Emfon, ﬂa 'mﬂ hava';hl stroll and
a cigar for an hour, there’s a good
fellow. I feel quite hoarse and worn out,
Miss Starr can you tell me a good maker
of ear-trumpets ! I am afraid I shall have
to recommend one toour interesting friend
in a day or two.”

Lucy, thrilling 'lrith'angar, replied im-
PeCt I T aould got poor Miss H
; could get poor s Hunt a pai
of spectacles to enatle hortnmcharlglb:
.';nra lainly, I would be only too delight-
to do so.”

¢ Ah, I sup that’s some sort of a
digat me! I don’t understand it; but
no doubt it is. Don't be so severe on
one of
really is too bad. Come on Enson! Au
revoir, ladies. We shall not be long; I
am .coming back to teach the Hunt
bezique. I shall go and get some voice-

-lozenges now.

With this he left the room, laughing
gaily. The two men returned in a short
time ; and the lessons in bezique lasted

‘until it was time for the ladies to retire*

Lucy went into Mrs. Enson’s room for
a few minutes’ chat—an invariable cus-
tom—and broke out with—
**Now what do you think of your fa-
vorite 7’ |

. “I think he is wonderfully -nas
tured, trying to amuse that poor stupid
old woman.’ _ s

*¢ Doean’t it strike you as being rather
strange that his kindness shoula only
have develo

this afternoon ?"

_ *“Idon’t see anything peculiar about
it ; eve g must have a beginning.
1am sure he acted with the most good-
natured intention. C y it was a
little too bad of him; talking that non-
sense to her ; but people with such very
hig 1 spirits do occasionally go rather too
far, without meaning to be vnkind. And
then she is such a disagreeable old thing
that I was not at all sorry.”

*“ Well, you are evidently quite blind
ou the subject of Mr. Richmond. I.only
hope your eyes will rot be opened too
I'd better say ‘good night’
now, for I feel too cross_to speak plea-

-santly,” -

With that, Lucy left the room and pro- |

ceeded towards her own. She had to
pass Mise Hunt's on the waw. Usually
all was quiet and dark ; but to-night Miss
Hunt was standing on the threshold wait-

.ing for her to pass, and, to ner astonish-

ment, invited her to come in for s
¢ so wakeful to-night, my d
1 am sure I shall pptlhap,lﬁdy:tla::;

not unwell. Will you come i little
whilo ¢ T ek o fox

““1f I can be of any service to un.,Hili
Lucy cordially. I . | I9plied

thlnhﬁ'_ for some weeks past that I must"
re my wardrobe. I do natmlika

so very uofashionable;

your admirers, Miss Starr; it

- the other 15, fo

ped zince our conversation of |.
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| Death from nu-n;hp..

mm—ﬁmnmn,*
The Medical Times says that th,

.| tion of coocoaine is belng useqd

York dentists to render the !
teoth a painless operation, i
Three deaths from hioocough hay,
ot s o o 8 [ T

) sta
urloumummmiehmmh'

g _Itbw

‘physicians. There was no other

symptom.
Thtnaqaﬁ_miutho“wmhmil,
cis Bennett,” produced in England, |
said to be of as brilliant a crimsop "
as the Jacqueminot, the shape of , ,
ﬁl:.to-, the nil:fulf;lluqchal Neil, o
e fragranocé France. 1t j
prolific. R G e
The new paper bottles are said
stand the action of water, wine, l:dﬁ
hol. It is thought that druggists wiy
able to furnish them free of o
as they provide wrapping paper for
thy

d.rngll. The cemen material of
bottles is a mixture of blood, albume
alum and lime. - | _

Engineering in China has certai),
mhlagl:l & nn{lble triumph in the brig,
at Lagang, over anarm of the Chin §y
This structure is five miles long, built ¢,
tirely of stone, has 300 arches sev,
feet high, the roadway is seventy foy !
wide, and the pillars are seventy.-five foy
aparb. =

It is not generally known that Nutmey '
are poisonous, but Dr. Palmer write 0
the American Journal of Pharmacy dets].
ing the case ot a lady who nearly iy §
from eating a nutmeg and a half, and h, §
points out the fact that the toxic effery
of the drug are described in both the N,
tional and United States Dispensatoriy

A splendid golden eagle had been hoy
ing over the northern half of the Inlsy|
Wight during the last few weeks. It wy{
about Osborne for several -days, ay®
Queen Victoria, observing it from the te
race, gave atrict orders that it shouid ng
be molested, and expressed the hope thy
it would not be killed. The bird wey

to the eastward, and was shot, ney SSER

nﬂdy
Ryde, by some mischievous idiot.

Dan Rice, the circus clown, is runniy §
a ten-cent circus in the French quarter i
New Orleans. He talks sadly of the gooi
old days when his Floating Palace was th
sensation on the Father of Waters, ani
thousands upon thousands of people
swarmed from far and near to see him
He gave an entertainment a few night 8
ago when not 300 persons were preseri 3
and about one-third of those were pr §
feasional and other deadheads.

Two Paris school

_ aght a duel the other dy,
in the Bois de Boulogne, with sharp foil

boys, one aged 14 ani g

The combatants had their seconds on the SR .

ground in the orthodox manner, and k
only needed the presence of a eon b
e the affair complete. Unlike most
of the duels which nowaday take placein
the Bois, this encounter resulted in seven
injuries on both sides. One boy wa
wounded in the thigh and the other andej
the fifth rib. . -

In the Aleierist and Newrologist Di8
Hughes

gives a curious instance of th:M
beneficial effects which brain excitemen 3

may sometimes have in warding off di &

sease. He says that ‘‘duringthe week of!
the great St. Louis fire, in 1849, the raw
ges of cholera, which up to that event
had reached a mortality of over 200 a ds
Eﬁlﬂf a population of 50,000, almost en-

4

: so stimulating and invigor %8
ating was the excitement of that week toP
the brains and nervous systems of thel:

people, and the physical exaltation insep S

arable from the sudden nece:sity thrown &
pairing *°8

upon so many business men for re

the sudden damage and re establishing'®®

their abruptly interrupted business.”

Miss Sartorius, in her book on the Sor-§
dan and Kgypt, says: ““Every villsg
has its pigeon houses, looking lLke gresi
mud cones, and in the evening the owr
ers go out t:n‘d call \‘#:131 in. Buat whens
man wants to get of extra pigeon,
instead of calling. them he frightens the
pigeons away. They de not understsni
this, keep circling above, and swoop dom
now and then tu‘l:r'hithair houses. Othe@
pigeons, seeing this ocommotion, joiol
them, and as soon as the man sees therl
are enough he hides. The whole of th
birds, old and nsw, then go into the hows
and the man returning shu!s them it
This would be a fine business if it wer
not that all of them do the same thiss
and, therefore, each gets caught in b¥
turn.  They know this perfectly well, bo
no tian fellah could resist the temp

| tation of cheating his neighbor.”

There are just now an unusual numbe;

of royal authors in the world. Amofge
may be counted Queen. Vieterin, K\l
_ un ictoria,

| Oscar II. of Sw of

reigning sovereigns

eden, Dom Luis of Port¥
Blizabe'h of Koumani, Prin®
- .fa, Hnn;e_:it:gro, Don Pedro 1L If
80 it is said, King Louis
varia ; and - other litersq]
are the Im Orown Prin®
- of Austria, the Duke of E*
Prince Albert Victor, and Prio
eorge of Wales, the Princess Christis
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| the Imperial Crown Princess of Germss},

Princess Luclen Bonaparte, and s
others. There are also many roys! artis

'_.__ %
) g -ald

o o .:- » -".. 't B -
‘iﬂ]‘.ir_.m -&.‘.’. bR PR, - S

S ————— P W T el W B W O R o = e m BT M




