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*You ¢ e gathering
her working materials and
E:u th:ﬂlium aloce, *‘do n;t you know

tit be-an-- unmitigated bleesing ¢

have Frank ea’ely disposed of for the mext
few all impwm:tﬂﬂrlr Even if he were
not in daty bousnd ¢ uhﬁoﬂn George’s sum-
mons, 1 sh 32

“Abdi of the mminm,
fact,” Frank, -nhnuud watching the brisk
movements of his futm sister-in-law with
lazy content. - ‘He was very fond of May ;
but just now a tete-a-tete with Esie seem-
ed a thing most desirable in his eye..

‘“Exactly; aond upless you wish Mrys. |

Frank deWalden's ¢rousseau to be lamentab-
ly incomplete, you will rather prolong than
shorten your visit,” May said, and disap-
peared with a Ianghing nod.
“Is May right, Essie?” Frank atked, tarn-

ing to his Ilt”[& sweetheart, *‘Do I k

ou from the serious duties of life? No’

e sto«pzd and kissed the pretty uptumati
face—*‘your first duty is—to me."

“‘Aund yours to Sir George,” Essie answ(r-
ed, with a pout ; but the po*.lt was all play-
iul though there was a suggestion of tears
in tha eyes that werc as blue as April skies,
though fringed with jet-black lashes.

Tha were a handsome couple, and form-
rat P c'ure as they sat on the flow-

er- ﬁ] ed tana.::-a of the picturesque river sice
house—he tall, strong, grsy-eyed, and fair-
_baired, she small snd ¢londer, with fioe jet-
black iuur and pretty, paleskin, that seem-
ed to give, by force of contrast, an intensity
and depth of cclor to the innocent blue eyes.
Frank looked neditatively at the river glis-

and bright with pleasure-bcats of every
kind, beio-e he answered her last, pettish
ramnrk Then he said with a little laugh,

““Well, 1 suppose I do owe him some duty,
Essie, though hither:o he has no$ given me
much opportunity of paying my debts. I
naver wad so surprized ia my lite as when I
received his note.”

*‘I tboaght he telegraphed ? 7

*“So he'did, on his arrival in England, and
wrote by the fnllnwing post., Lot me see—
I must have his Jeiter. Ah, hereitis! Rath.
er a mysterious epistle too for such a ataa.d -
gciog old fellow as my respectad nncle,”

Aund Frank placed the paper he extracted
from bis pocket-kodk in the girl’s hands.
She turned it over with a puzzled look, then
began to study its coatents,

**Read it aloud.Essie,” the young man
broke in ; and while ho lounged lazily upon
the balastrade and looked out over the
s 0 :th-shaven green lawn to the glittering
water beyond, the clear girlish voice reai
cut the fcllowing letter :—

“My dear Nephew,—When you wrote to
me toree weeks aco, anrojncing your eL-
gagement tc M.ss Eﬁther"i"'r:r:ter,} ou thought
1 suppose, that yoa were performing a con-
verLtional civility to. your father's brother,
and never gue:ssd how Ceep an interess the
news would have for him. Of courze it was
news {0 be expected. A good-look'ng young
fellow like you, with many adyantagea, nat-
ural and acqmraﬂ was surely loo’zed upon
ae a prize in the matrimcnial mark :5.”

‘Do you take that sent:nce to heart, Miss
Essie?’ Fiack put in gravely ; but 'Essle
went on demurely.

‘“Aud I was at one time afraid that. rely-

~ ing too surely upon your exp:ciations, you

have made an 1mprrdant ckoice of a wife,
This however ¢ o028 ro% seem to be the case,
I take yoir word fcr Miss Vernsr’s loveable
and amiable gualities, the photograph an-
swers for her grace and beauty ; and, as the
world calls her father a rich man, 1 suppose
she adds to ber other attractions the solid
and lastinrg charm of wealth.”

E:rie Verner looked up fion tke pap.r
with a sudden flush, and found that angry
glow reflected in her lover’s face.

‘“He ia dreadfully practical,” Frank\!md
with a rather nervous smile ; *‘but parasnts

and guardians will ke like this to the end of-

the world.”

] suppose s0,” Essie agreed, shaking her
dark head dolefully, *‘Perhaps papa would
have refused me to you if you had not been
Sir George de Walden's hElr..

“I thirk the ‘psrhaps’ is more than prob-
able,” Fravk answered drily., “‘Iadeed, I
bardly think tka’ I should hn.va found the
courage to ask him to give his beantiful
daughter to a briefles: barrster.”

“*Then you would have doae the haa.uhfnl
daughter’ a cruel wrong,” the girl said, in a
shy ralt-whisper, and with a quick and elo-
quent upwsrd glance that, as a matter ot
course, brought her lover t3 hir side, and,
for a while at least, interrapted the reading
of the latter.

“‘Now do let me finish, Frank,” she said

at last. ‘‘Papa will be home lmmE‘llitﬂlj", .

and then you must talk to him. I do so
want to know what more your uncle hes to
£ay. I bave lost my place. Ah, here it
18]

‘“‘By the time this reaches you, I shall be
in England—at the Court ; and I r« quest, as
a particular favor, that you will join me
there at orc3, 88 there are some business-
matters that must be sertled between us
without farther delay. = Romember me to
Miss Verner, whose acquaintance I shall
hope syon 10 make, and believe me now as
heretofore,

“Ycur affectionats uncle,
*“‘GEORGE DE WALDEN.”

““What a st -angs letter!” Esaie said hard

'mg it back. “‘But Sir George is rather a

ltrmi[a man, is he not ?”

“Well, -yes, I suppose 50 ; but I cannot
eay 1 remember him very u:lmly. He has
loz a wandering lifo, you know, and only
settled dmtohnhmhga near N:plec
within the last three years. I have ainoe,
then thought several times of running over
to Iul:um but—"

-+«Bat what ?” Essie echoed our.outly, as

hermpsnnd,mmuhmg of the |.

shoulders and a ve twist of his
moustache.” Would he not have been glad
hmym!" _

*“Well, he never evinced any eagerness on
tho point. Mﬁuuﬁe mvihﬂnn

EVer sen
“*“What n I old creature! And
are his only nlﬂiﬂ—hh own brother’s
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