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Apple Jelly.
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HONORING THE DEAD.

The Folly and Ex ravazance of Car rent
Fuaneral Customs—The Oorigin of
co3tly Burial Ceremonites
—Ancient Mortuaxry
Practices

““Amcng other things which are n
they should he,” a Greegk. tradegian i3 I:IEI:::?
to say in an English crib, “‘I might mention
the unbounded character of feminine ex:ra.
vagance.” The unbounaed ch: ricter ot fun.
¢rsl arrangements is also mentioned among
tnings which are not as they should be. We
published, the other day, a letter on this
topic sigoned by the archbishops of Canter-
bury and Y.rk and by other distingnished
members of the church of Eagland Fuuneral
an-l Mourning Reform association. Accord-
ing to this letter, our old funeral observan-
ces ‘‘help to create a mistaken view of
death.” What a correct view of death may
be it is perkaps not easy to ascertain. RBut
the writers of the letter pribably mean that
our funeral pomp gives an idea of bopeless
gloom, which is certainly neither beaatiful
nor human nor consistent with either the
hopeful Christian (r the resigned pagan
theory of the close of mortal existence. Tne
writers go on to point out that the bereaved
are often unable toresist the tyrarny of cus-
tom or fashion. Tnese demand in =1l ranks
a heavy tax to Mr. Mou!d go be paid on the
decease of a kinsmin, KEven when well to.
do pecple have sensibly 1usisted on a p'ain,
quiet, tuneral, the poorer classes (:specially
the Scotch and Irish poorer class)stten feel
1t their duty to expend comp aragively large
sums ou ‘*‘waking” and otherwise doing
honor to the departed. The Homeric cus-
tom of a funeral feast, though no longer fol-
lowed by athletic sports, prevails among
the p:or in mabpy parts of these islands.
Scotch tradesman are not unacquainted with
“burial port,” and the vintage served out
at the funerals of the poor is neither old nor
crusted nor expensive, though undoubtedly
“‘very curious.” *“The people at large,” say
the 1eformers, ‘‘st:ll cung to the old so-
called ‘haudsome funeral,” with, in various
parts of Eaogland, much feasting and treat-
i, entailing often absolute want, and con-
ducing to permanent paupeiismy.” This is
true, and lavish bad taste in these mortuary
matters is not confined to the poor, Lecok
at our funeral monuments in cemeteries and
churchyards, look at our style of mourning
in dress, look at our plumed hLearses and
abominabla hearse-horses and mutes, Can
aoything be m re hideous and degraded
than the m 88 >f our funeral art? While
people ccni ne themselves to flowers and
crosses they can do little harm, Bat they
aspire to veiled urns, brokea coiumns, pho-
tographs under glasson the tomb, and a
crowd of incongruocus allegorical images such
as may be observed in Brompton cemetery.
A3 to mourning raiment, the taste of most
races, from that of the Australians, who
daub themselves blacker, is in favor of black:
white and yellow are the exceptions. U ack
13 not unbecoming, but 1t is hot and heavy.
Many women with large family circles av2
martyrs to pondtrous, uncomiortable, and
expensive crap2, For mutes and hearse
plumes nothing can be said ¢xcept that they

are survivals tfrom ages even more costly
than our own in gloomy funeral arrange-
ments. Tney are like the horse led behind
the soldier’s bier—a survival from the time
(not so very far distant) when the hcrie was
actually sacrificed and buried with the
warrior. The touching relic of that sacri-
fi:e, as it exists in certain military funerals,
no one would abolish. But the reformers
have plenty of work before them in teaching
economy and taste, That they will help to
popularize cremation, the most sanitary and
the noblest manner of disposing of the dead,
is more than likely.

The great expense traditional at obse-
(quies no doubt arises from a wish to honcr
wne dead. The old way of honcring the
dead was to fi.l their tomb or funeral pyre
with all manner of precious things. Thus
when Hectors’s body still lay in the Ack®in
camp his friends in 'I'roy burned many of
his costly possessions. Tae idea was that
the spiricual forms of these objects, like the
ghosts of the siaves slaughtered besides the
pyre, accompanied the departed lord into
hades. People had not learned that, as they
eutered this world naked, so they departed.
They brought nothing with thom, and car-
ried nothing away. But the human spirit
revolted agzainst thisinfl-xible rule. His
glaves, his dogs, his horses were buried with
the Gr:ek, or Scythian, or Scandinavian
prince; the child carried her toys inso the
sunless gardens of Persephone., In the
‘‘Philopsendes” of Lucian (the report of a
mesting of a Greek psychical society), one
of the character; teils how he burned all
his dead wife’s finery. But the unsatisfied
shade of the dead lady haunt:d him, till he
tound and burped one of a favorite pair of
gilt slippers, which had fallen behind a chest
ana s0 escaped the general conflagraticn
Beilefs like this have been of the utmost
service to history, because we now find 1n
the barrows and tombs of the dead examples
of all the objects they prized in life. Chris-
tianity discouraged and almost destroyed
the practice among her early converts, DBy
a curious inconsistency, however, the dig-
nitaries of the church and the heads of the
state were still buried in canonical cistume
or in royal robes, with croizers and rings.
Ocher and humbler Christians have usually
been buried with no saciifice of portable pr»-
perty. Tous prevented from sacrificing to
vhe honor of the dead in one way, the world
clupg to another ancient usage, and expend-
ed needless sums of money in hideous
trappings of mourning and in wakes and
funeral feasts. “‘I dinna csr: for your mar-
riages ; gie me a good solid burial,” said the
old Scotchman, expresssing. a sentiment
which has a still stronger ho'd on tae
Irish,

All our funeral customs show a gloomy,
hopeless view of death which wiser peoples
have not encouraged Thenorthere nations
have a curious love of poring on corruption,
on skulls, skeletons, cross-bones, all the
hideous emblems of country church-yards
and of the Danse Macabre. There is hard-
ly a skeleton to be found in all Greek fun-
eral art, The steie, or pillars cver the
dead, show us the departed as he was In
this life— the man about to mount the horse
of Hades, the lady at her toilette., Some-
times we find representations, as is supposed
of friends meeting again in Elysium. The
Etruscan dead are represented as lylng al
endless feasts, ‘‘enjoying each the other's
good.” The Egyptians were with Ouiris in

a peaceful and happy place. Such are the
usual Pagan representations of death. But'|

what did they really believe about death?
There was no consistent or orthodox doc-
trine. H-l! was painted on the walls cf the
L:scheat D:lphi—hell with a blue-black
hiend, Lurynomous, the color of a carrion
fly, devouring the damned. Other souls
were at the endless tasks of Sisyphus, of Tan-
talus, of the canghters of Dainaus. The
blue-tlack fiend may still be seen on the
painted tomb walls ¢f E:ruria. Thus there
was a belief in a place of torment, crywded
by demons like those we see in old medieval
missals and psalters. Buat waithe belief iu
such a place common? In the ‘“‘Republic”
one of the characters marvels at Socrates
when he rpeaks ef a future life among just
men made perfect. *‘These things are old
wives’' fables,” says the skep’ie, apparently
an orthodox gentleman of Athens, Sacrates’
myths of heaven came like a new gospel to
his hearers, a gospel attested only by the
vision of K¢, the ancient Dante, who had be-
held the homes of men departed. Again,
the pcople of Greece believed (as the story
of Cupid and Psyche shows) in a home of
future lite exactly analogous to what Ojib-
beways and Soloman islanders believe in—a
shadowy, formless place, guarded by mon-
sters. There was thus no one orthodox view
of death. Annihilation, immortality in our
sense, purgatory, a survival of the hades of
savagef, a theory of absorption into the di-
vine, all these notions had their disciples.
Buat vague as his beliefs were, the Greek
treated death, when he had to deal with in
mortu:iry art, with a maoly pious resigna-
tion, not hopeless, but devoid of fear. Eog-
lish mortuary art is far indeed from this ad-
mirable exwmple.—London Daily News.
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WIT AND WISDOM.

Tke best thing out—Oat of debt.

It takes a clever man to conceal from
others what he doesn’t know.

Diamonds are a good deal like hens.
Much depends upon their setting,

When a young lady refuses a marriage
proposal, it is a case of slight of hand,

Trufe am mighty, but use it in small
doses, in criticising the acts of yo’ friends.

The power to do great things generally
arises from tho willingness to do small
things,

The amount of pin money required by a
woman depends on whether she uses dia-
motd pins or rolling pins,

1t 18 in harmony with the eternal fitness
of things that a man should turn pale when
he *“*kicks the bucket.”

There is no disgrace in being poor ; the
thing is to keep it quiet and not let your
neighbors hear anythicg about it.

The man who says that woman has never
invented anythiL; should listen for a few
minutes at the key-hole of the sewing so-
clety.

The latest dude story is that a farmer saw
a couple of these agonizing specimens on the
street, and exclaimed : ‘(i>sh! what things
we see when we don’t have a gun,”

So—commerced the study of music only
when he was sixty, We recommend this
fact to the young lady wke lives in the op-
posite house, and has bLzgun practicing the
‘* Maiden’s Prayer” before she is twenty.

A Michigan youth, aged 19, had a flare-
up with his girl, and out of revenge mar-
ried the latter’s aunt—fair, fat ana forty.
1t is the first time aunty has been utiliz:d
as a cure for a broken heart.
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Weakly Children.

N subsequent care can fully atone for ne-
glect of proper physical tralning and de-
velopment in childhood. S)me parents are
8o tender of their children that they hardly
allow them to go out of their sight. They
keep them in school nine months in the
year, and under more or less restraint and
confinement during the other three months.
The result fs that neither mind or body reach
their full development ; and they are child-
ren at twerty, and weaklings the rest of
their lives, The perfection of manhcod is a
sound mind in a sound body.” Most of the
business of the great citiesis in the hands of
couutry-bred men, while those born and
brought up in aftluence in- cities, are, asa
occcupying inferivr poeitions, This condi-
tion ot things will not always remain thus;
parents are beginning to appreciate the
cause and to seek the remedy., Early last
summer I went up amoug the hills of Sussex
County, N, J., and stopped for a day or
two with some frienda wno reside oa a large
farm a mile from the beautiful village of
Newton, -\ delicate lad of ten years of agze
trom Brooklyn had been sent to spend the
summer with this family. When he came
he had but little appetite, his eyes were
weak and he could endue but little fatigue ;
but he entered into rural life with great
gusto, and when he wa1 sent for at the end
of a month, he begged to rdmain longer.
Another delicate boy about the same age
was sent up from the city later in the sea-
son, ani the two are full of business ; racing
over the hills, riding-bare back or in the
farnm waggons, and developing health and
strength a!l the time. 1 mec one of the
family in October, and was teld that I
would then hardly recognize these boys, so
brown and rugged had they become. It is
reasonable to tay tha’ this summ:ring has
added five or ten years to the lives of these
children. The family above referred to are
people of education and re:finement, so that
vhe influences under which the children are
brought are the very best, The children
become greatly attached to the family who
allow them much freedom, aad thus the
farm-house is known as ‘‘Liberty Hall.”
We wish there were many such summer re-
sorts for city boys who are suffering for the
want of fresh country air, and the fresh
milk and butter and bread aund fruits that
abound here. If the thousands of people
who visit the fashionable watering places,
leaving their children at home in hot, dusty
cities, or bringing them with them to be
pampered by rich food and fatigued by late
hours, would seek for them homes for the
summer at farm-houses in healthy localities,
permansnt benefit would result, There are
plenty of such places to be fﬂlu‘nd}; and
among the recollections of a child’s_life,
none would be brighter or more satisfac-
tory to look back upon thaa his rural expen-
ence. The highest joys and pleasures of
childhood are lost in the walls of a great

city.

The drum we beet ourselves duzznt sownd
so loud as the drum our nabur beets,

STIFLING TIMES IN RUSSIA.

The Soclal and Political Life of the Feo-
ple Extingntahed by the Government,

‘“Oh, this stifl'ng, horribla reaction!”
gasp intelligent Russians. ‘‘We are dying
for fresh air.” Meanwhile the government
creatures are shouting : ‘‘Everything is all
right in the czar's country, it is the nices:
place on the globe.” For the time being
there is n»> life at all in this huge cruntry—
I mean social and political life. Like schoul
children, the czar’s subjec's are constantly
bidden to keep still. All the fuoctions of
the autocratic government seem t> be con-
centrated on the hushing up.process. I
heard a- witty Russian say that nowadays
the czir does not issue a ukase, but simply
““Hush, No.—.” Eurn your daily bread and
eat it—that 1s, if the imperial tax-collectors
do not snatch it from you. Such is the
whole code of daily life for the Ruassians
now.

The czar as usual does wothing, He is
merely a fieurehead for his country. In
order to fill up his time his ministers make
him sign ‘‘hushes,” and give audience to
civil and military cffice-seekers who pre-
sumably come ‘‘to lay at the feet of his
majesty their loyal feelings.”

regiment has i1ts own patron saint, The
patron’s day is the greatest holiday of the
Ruassian soldier, and the pres:nt czir has
made it his rules to give them a treat on
that day. DBesides vodka he gives half-a-
1ouble to each man, a rouble to each under-
ctlicer, and a dinner to the officers,
here ends the czar's *‘daily and nightly care
country.”

their master.
to see, Buat what particularly keeps them
or ukases,
documents. Here, for instance, the mini-
stee of public instruction proposes to behead

a state board of examiners, having sole pow-
er to confer degrees upon students.

only to those who were undoubtedly.loyal,

vice.
by the autocrat’s grace.

receive the cross of ~7,
their descendants preserve the title,
ever much he might deserve from his coun-
try, could become a nobie unless he pleased

the czar or his government,

thing but noble,

Moscow,

I'chicherin, made a speech in which he

There are
thousands of regiments in Russia, and each

And
about the needs and wants of his beloved

The ministers are certainly less idle than
Each of then nas daily many
orders to sign add a crowd of . {lize-sezkers

busy is the competition in making up hushes
(Queer, indeed, are some of these

all the Russian universities by establishing

The
trouble is that over three-quarters of the
nihilists were university students. and the
professors were satisfied with them so long
as they were proficient in their studies, |
But the state ex uminers would issue diplomas

and thus there would be fewar_uham;:ea for
nihilists to penetrate into the imperial ser-

Thea the minister of the imperial house-
hold proposes that there shall be no nobles
Accerding to Ras-
sian law, all suljects who, while iz the
czar's service, attain the rank of general or
Vladimir, become
ipso facto nobles of the empire, and ;H
cording to this new project no man, how-

Such 2 system
would create a nobility which would be any-

Next comes the minister of the interior,
hboasting that he had succeeded in Leheading
Duarirg the last coronation the
hed, or mayor, of the ¢'ty of Moscow, Prof.

urged the new-crowned czir to tollow his

wounds of our fatherland,” he said. For
that speech the mayor of Moscow was re-
moved, Forom that day to this the ancient
czr's capital has remained headless, for no
new caundidate elected by the city has suited
the minister. Thnis is the way the autocrat
repays M:cow for her hospitality to him
during the coronation.

The min'ster of justice also shines with
wisdom., R:cently a Russian, who was
cal'ed before the court as a witness, refused
to tske the formal oath, which begins thus:
“] swear by (i>d Almighty.,” *“The bible
forbids me to swear by God,” he said.
““thouzh I am ready to swear belore God.”
| The case was referrel to the rrinister.
Count L3o Toistei, the foremost Russian
noveliat of the day, being called to serve on
a jary, ex>used himself on the ground that
his religious views forbade him to judge men,
This case was also referred to the minister,
The decision of the Rus:ian ministér was as
follows: ““Count L=20 Tolstoi shall be counted
among absent jirors, and, as such, shall be
fined 100 1oubies., As to the witness ob-
jecting to the legal form of oath, it must be
understood that the imperial government is
not going to change the laws of the empire
to accommodate individuals.”

The chief procureur of the holy synod has
recently ordered that The Reliyious and
Social Messenger, being too radical in its re-
ligious views shall be submitted to raligious
censor. In compliance with this order,
The Messenger sent to the censors 21l 1ts re-
ligious articles, but not artic'es of a lay
character. The journal received a new rep-
rimand, for in the procureur’s order there
was no discrimination made between re-
ligious and lay news. S92 now the reverend
censors, who are all monks, are perusing
even the financial articles of The Messenger
in search of heresy,

What can people do under such a govern-
ment ? They can play cards and billiards,
g.ve dinners and balls, arrange masquerades,
and go to the theatre, and so they do.
Vodka and champagne are flswing, dancing
parties and light music last through the
night, ballets and low plays which have al-
ways the same theme, that ‘‘the lover is
lovely and the hrsband is a foo!,” provoke
thunders of app:ause, and above all this
bakel is heard the so-called I3 1ssian national
hymn : **B-je, czaria hrani”’ (God save the
CZir).

B; the way the fiftieth arniversary of
that hymn was recently celebrated here.
Oa that cccasion its origin and history were
fully explained. Up to 1533 there was no
pational hymn in K 1ssia, and th2 ¢zirs were
usually contented with the kFaglish anthem,
“God Sive the King.,” After his trip
abroad, in 1532, the Czar Nichnlas ordered
Mr, Lvoff, a tamous Russ aa musician, to
compose at once a Russian natiopal hjmo,
for his m2):sty. - hile in fi raiga eourts, had
been muen ince  eniere:d onaczount of the
lazk of one. Mr. l.voff set to work, and
soon the music wasready. Poet.Joukovsky
furnished the worcs [The hymn pleased
' the czir, and in 1833 it was ficst played in
the Grand theatre of this city, Such was
the origin of the hymn, True, its music 13
rather national, but the words are anything
but the Russian people’s prayer :

GGod save the czar!
Mighty autocrat,
Reign for our giory,
l2ign for our enemn) ‘ad lear,
), orthadox czar,
God save the czar!

It is an cfhzisl hymn, and is not known at

I

late father in the way ot reform. *“Oaly |all to the majority of Russians,— St Pelers-
substantial reforms can cure the gaping | burgh Cor. New York Sun.
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CHICACO, ROCK §

It is literally 2/nd strictly true, that i

By rts main line and branches It

In lowa ; Callatin, Trenton, Cameron
worth and Atchison in Kansas, and t
intermediate. The

“GREAT ROCK

the low rate of SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS
THREE TRAINS each way between

via the famous

A Mew and Direct Line, via S8eneca
between Newport News, Richmond,

R. R. CABLE,

Vice-Pres't & Cen’l Manager,

i CHI

Being the Creat Central Line, affords to travelers, vy reason of its unrivaled geo-

graphieal position, the shortest and best route between the East, Northeast and
Southeast, and the West, Morthwest and Southwest.

La Snlle, Ceneseo, Moline and Rock Island, in llinois j
Wsashington, Keokuk, Kn)>xville, Oskaloosa, Fairfield, Des Moines, West Liberty,
lowa City, Atlantic, Avoca, Audubon, Harlan, Cuthrie Center and Council Bluffs,

PACIFiC R’Y,

ts connections are all of the principal lines

of road between the Atlantic and the Pacific,

roaches Chicago, Joliat, Peoria, Ottawa,
Davenport, Muscatine,

and Kansas City. in Nissouri, and Leaven=-
he hundred. of cities, villages and towns

ISLAND ROUTE,”

As It Is familiarly called, offers to travelers all the advantages and comforts
mecident to a smooth track, safe bridges, Union Depots at all connecting goints,
Past Express Trains, composed of COMMODIOUS, WELL VENTILATED, WELL
NEATED, FINELY UPHOLSTERED and ELECANT DAY COACHES ; a line of the
WOBT MACNIFICENT HORTON RECLININC CHAIR CARS ever built; PULLMAN'S
mwest designed and handsomest PALACE SLEEPINC CARS, and DINING CARS
shat are acknowledged by press and people to be the FINEST RUN UPON ANY
ROAD IN THE COUNTRY, and in which superior meals are served to travelers at

EACH.
CHICACO and the MISSOURI RIVER.

TWO TRAINS each way between CHICACO and MINNEAPOLIS and ST. PAUL,

ALBERT LEA ROUTE.

and Kankakee, has recently been opened,
Cincinnati, Indianapolis and La Fayette,

and Oouncll Bluffs, 8t. Paul, Minneapolis and intermediate points.
All Through Passengers carried on Fast Express Trains.
For more detailed information, see Maps and Folders, which may be obtained,as
well as Tickets, at all principal Ticket Offices in the United States and Canada, or of

E. ST. JOHN,
Cen’l T'k't & Pass'r Ag't
CACO.




