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THE SKELETON'S STORY.

Ride closer!
It is two miles ahead to the foot-hills—

two miles of parched turf and rocky &pace.
To the right—the left—behind, is the roll-
ing prairie. This broad valley strikes the
Sierra Nevades and stops as if a wall “had
been built across it. 7l
Wkhat is it on the grass?a skull here—a
rib there—bones scattered about as the wild

The clean-p'‘cked skpll grins and stares--
every bone and ecattered lock of hair hasits
story of tragedy. And what besides these
relics ? More bones—npot scattered, butlying
in heaps—a vertebrz with ribs attached — a
fleshless skull bleaching yaderithe summeér,
sun, Wolres? Yes. Countthe heaps of'bones
and you wil find nearly a score. Open
boats bave béen picked up at sea with nei-
ther life nor sign to betray their secret.

Away ‘off to the right you can sce tree-
tops. Away off tothe left you can see the

'.';g’: Skeletons are found the prairie, but
!'E-" ' they tell a plain story to those who halt
& beside thiem. Let us listen :

B

same sight.
the two points. He left one grove to ride

te the other. To ride! Certainly; a mile
away is the skeleton of a horse or mule,
The beast fell and was left there, If he left
the grove at noon he would havd been with-
in a mile of this spot at dusk. It is there-
fore plain that he did Lot leave until mid
afterncon, or possibly at dusk. Signs of
Indians may have driven him from his trap-
ping-ground, or mayhap he had exhausted
the game and was shifting to new fields,

It is months since that ride, and the trail
i has been obliterated. WWere it otherwise,
and you took it up from the spot where the
skeleton horse now lies, you would find the
last three or four miles made at a tremend-
cus pace.

““ Step ! slep ! step

What isit? Darkness has gathered over
mountain and prairie as the hunter jogs
ulong over the broken ground. Overhead
the countless stars look down upon -him—
around him is the pall of night. There was
the patter of footsteps on the dry grass.
He halts and peers around him, but the
darkness is too deep for him to discover any
cause for alarm.

‘“ Patter! patter ! patter !”

There it 1s again! It is not fifty yards
from where he has Jast halted. The stefs
are tco light for those of an Indian. A
grizzly would rush upon his victim with a
roar of defiance and anger. A panther would
hurl himself through thirty feet of space
with a scream to upnerve the hardiest hunt-
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“Wolve 7 whispers the hunter as a
nowl suddeuly breaks upon his ear.

Wolves! The gaunt grizzly wolves of
the foot hills—thin, and poor, and hungry,
and :avage—the legs tireless—the mouth
tfull ot teeth that could crack the shoulde:-
hone of a huffulo. He can eee their dark

beasts left them after the hﬂrrj,b'le feast, i

The skeleton is in lice between |

with a feeling tbat ’tis but another dark
secret of the wonderful prairie.
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RAVAGED BY A HURRICANE.
Towns Levalled, Lives Lost, aud Ships
Blown Out of the Sea. -
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mingo last March from New York, had some
remarkable experiences m recent hurri
cane. He was in the port of Azus
on 3 small schooner, which he had chartered
and loaded with salt.- ‘At 7 A. M.,” be
says, *‘ the wind changed to south by enst,
hlowing about sixty tqeighty miles an hour:
The sea rolled in Flth_]:‘%gﬁ waves, breaking
everything befoigit. . We

| out,’which'ireld aafast. A veseel that's
pear us was at last blownover. TheUaptai
then called to me tocome on deck. 4 h
the barometer in my hand, It then marked
- 29.3. - and -was-falling.- I.stood in the.com-.
panionway, and the Captain and crew
crouched wnder the railing; the wind bejog
too strong fof them to stand np. . We were
all waiting, when suddenly the Captain and
| crew plunged 6ver the stern and intd the
sea. I clung to the tiller ropes and eaw
some of the crew struggling in the water,
but only for a minute, when they were car-
ried out of my sight, I saw the Captain
and two sailors clinging to the standing rig-
ging. Taen a huge wave came and 1 was
jerked from my position and pitched into the
geea, The wind seemed to blow from all
| quarters. I was almost strangled and could
not get into a position tostrike out. Though
1 had heavy shoes on, I could not keep my
feet down, but was whirled around on every
crest of the waves. After a long struggle I
at last reached land.

‘“‘I grabbed the roots of the trees at the
water’s edge and hung on with a death grip.
It was impossible to stand, the wind was so
strong ; but, after lying where I was, about
two hours, I managed to crawl under a
cover, where I lay about six hours, too much
exhausted to move. Toward evening some
persons came with a mule to where I was
lying. They placed me on the mule. We
had six miles togo, and for three miles we
waded through a lake of water up to the
mule’s back, with the rain pouring down in
torrents. We at last reached the village of
Azua, but what was oncea dry brook was
now a raging river. I was compelled to lie
In an old building containing about thirty
families whose homes had been blown to
pieces. Out of our crew of seven the Cap-
tain, mate, and steward were drowned. All
that remained of the schooner was a few
pieces of timber that were washed ashore,

At least one-half of the village of Azua,
which has a population of 6,000. was in
ruins. All the small vessels off the coast
had been destroyed, and there was no way
of getting to the city of San Domingo, except
by the use of horses. After delay I pro-
cured horses and a guide and started for the
city, a ride of 100 miles, The first night we

forms tlitting from point to pciot—the pat-
ter of their feet cn Lhe parched griss proves
that he is surrounded.

Now the race b gins. There is no shelter
until the grove is reached, Iaostinct guides
the horse, and horror lashes him with such
a whip as human haod never wielded. Over
<pace, through the gloom, almost as switt as
an arrow seut by a strorg haod, but a dark
line folicws. .\ live ot wolves spreads out
to the righc und letr, and gallops after—
tongues out—- yo flishing—great flakes-of
fvam flyieg tack to blotch stone and grass
and leave a trail {o be [ollowed by the
cowardly cuyotes,

Men 1ide thus only when life is the stake.
A horse puts forth such speed only when
terror foliows close behicd and causcs every
perve to tighten like a wire drawn until the
scratch of a tinger makes it chord with a
wail of despair. A pigeon could no% skim
tais valley with such swiltness, and yet the

; wings of tate are abroad, and long and tire-
| .cs3. The live is there—aye! it 18 gaining !
Inch by inch it creeps up, and the 1ed eyes
take on a more savage gleam as the hunter
cries ont to his horse and opens fire from his
r:volvers. A wolf falls on the right—a sec
ond on the left. Does the wind vease blow-
ing because it meets a forest? The fall of
01e man in a mad mob simply 1ncreases the
determioation of the rest.

With a ery so full of the despair that
wells up from the heart of the strong man
when he gives vp his stroggle for life that
a hunter almost believes a comnpanion rides
beside him, the horse staggers——recovers—
plunges forward—falls to the earth. It was
a gloriots struggle, but he Las lust.

The wings of the dark line oblique to the
~entre—there i3a confused heap of snarling,
ti-hting, maddened beasts, and the line
ri shes forward again, Saddle, bridle and
plarket are in shreds—the horse a skeleton,
Avnd now the chase is after the hunter. He
nas half a mile the start, and as ha runs the
verns stand out, the muscles tighten, and be
wenders at his own speed. Behind him are
tlLe gaunt bodies and the tireless legs.
Cluser, closer, and now he is going to tace
fate as a brave man should. He has halted.
o an instant a circle is formed about him—
a circle of red eyes, foaming mouths and
yellow fengs which are to meet in his flesh.

There is an interval—a breathing spell.
He looksup at the stars—out upon the night,
It is his laet hour, but there is no quaking
—no crying out to thenight to send him aid,
As the wolves rest a flash blinds their eyes
—a second—a third—and a fourth, and they
give way before the man they had looked
"pon as their certain prey. Butit is only
t)r amoment. He tees them gathering for
the rush, and firing his remzining bullets
among them he scizes his long rifle by the
ba.rel and braces to meet the shock, Even
a savage would bave admired the heroic
iight he made for life. He sounds the war-
cry and whirls his weapon around him, and
wolf after wolf falls disabled. He feels a
strange exaltation over the desperate com-
bat, and as the pack give way before his
mighty blows a gleam of hope springz up in
his heart,

It is only for a moment ; then the circle
narrows. KEach disabled beast is raElacod by
three which hunger tor blood. There is a
rush—a swirl—and the cry of despair is
drowned in the ehorus of snarls as the pack
right uver*tha fauit.
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of morning—the sunlighh of
noon-day—the stars of evening will look
down upon grinning skull and whiteningz
§ bones, and tke wolf will retarn to crunch
i+ I them again. ‘Men will not bury them.
FAIE - They lock down vpon them as we look,

The gray

rexd the story as we read it, and ride away

stopped at Acre. Here the sea hiad destroy-
ed plantations, torn up the docks, and swept
away every building in the place. Cattle
were killed in large numbers, and the shore
was strewn with dead fish, Fromn Acre to
Siavana la Grande 30 miles, twenty-three
bodies were washed ashore.

““Three days afterwards I arrived at
San Domingo, and learned that ali the ship-
ping there nad suffered severely, Of three
brigantines which were laying outside on
the fatal evening, nothing remained the
following morning save a few spars and
picces ot wreckage. The vessels had found-
ered and the crews had been drowned.

The brigantine Dauntless of Bangor. Me.,
Capt. Williams which had brought out a
cargo ot ice, and which had reloaded with
sugar, honey, and wood, was destroyed and
her crew of six men all drowned. Capt.
William's life was saved by a remarkable
accident. On the Saturday befcre the storm
he went csbore, and upon starting to return
to his ve:sel in a #mall boat the wind and
current carried him below her., For three
days be floated down the coast, finally mak-
Ing a landing and thea crossing over to
Barahona. He returned to N Domingo
ity by the Epglish steamer to find that his
vessel had been lcst.

e Spauish vessel which had recently
ar:1ved slipped her cables and managed to
get out alew miles to sea, but this storm
drove her back upon the coast, and her crew
Of teu men were lost,

‘* A Datch vessel was also driven ashore
and destroyed., ‘I'sree of her crew climbed
up the foremast, and when she struck the
shore they were thrown on land. The others
were drowned,

““An Eoglish steamer unloading sugar
machinery at Palinca hoisted her anchor
when the gale commenced and put to :ea,
The vessel labored so heavily that it was
impossible to pick the anchor up, and it
kuocked two holes in her bow before the
crew could cut the chain cable and let her
g0. The forward compartments filling with
water, the hatches were blown off and the
fire room was flooded. For iwo hours she
lay in the trough of the sea, but finally the
fire-hold was cleared and steam agiin raised.
She was then kept with her head to the sea
and was finally saved, though badly damag-
ed. The machinery which the steamer had
landed, together with thirty lighters was
destroyed.

““The American schooner Henry Som-
mers, from Scarboro’, Me., which was load-
ing down the coast, was dashed to pieces
and her crew drowned.
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Products ¢t the Heps.

The hen has in ker ovaries, in round
numbers, more than 600 egg germs, which
develop gradua'ly and are successfully laid,
Of these 600 the hen will lay twenty in her
first year ; 135 in her second, and 114 in the
third. In each one of the following four
years the number of eggs will be diminished
by 20, and in her ninth year she will lay at
most 10 eggs. In order to obtain from them
sufficient product to cover the expense of
?hmentnt}mn. they should not be allowed to
1ve over foar years.—Annales de la Soci
Odontologica, ﬁfmn&. e

A blaz ‘'woman was brought before a

magistrate for unmercifully beating her son
a saddle-colored imp. and the J Edge was
delivering a reprimand, when the woman
broke out with, *‘ Judge, has you eber been
& parent to a wooffless yeller boy like dat ar
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cub of mine?’ ¢ Never.” jaculated th
Judge with great ?&hemm:;ce,ﬂ tting red in
the face. ‘“Den don’t talk !'ige ¢ N

Capt. G. 0. Davis, who went 80 San"“Do-
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