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' THE OLD WORLD,
Bismarck is once more seriously ill,
The Francs-Chinese outlook is improving,

Affairs in Croatia are becomi
! ng worse and
worse. Martial law has been priulaimed.

French Legitimists intend m 1alisi
_ 21 e emorialisi
the Vatican ragarding their future murae.ng

4 Iml::urtant witnesses against O'Donnell
arey's assassin, have arrived in Eogland,

The rumber of visitors at Wittemberg,

Germany, attending the Luth '
) i ﬁﬂ,{]&[}.g er celebration,

The powers are not irrita i
_ ; rrita‘ed against
Russia for her action in Bulgaria, at least so
the North German Gazette 8ays.

English detectives have returned to Lon.
don from America with valuable information
regarding the Fenian conspiracy.

An unknown Norwegian vessel was
_ : sunk
1n the English chanvel vy a collision, twelve
persons being drowned,

King Alfonso assisted at the laying of the
corner stone of the new town hall at Vienna
by the Emperor of Austria.

The health of the present members of his
African expedition being bad, H. M.
Stanley is calling for more European volun-
teers,

O'Donnell, the slayer »f Carey, arrived at
Made:ria. recently., He said he was indifferent
as to his fate, but was sure he would not be

hanged. Great precautions are maintained
for his safety,

At the trades union congress in Birming-
ham, Joseph Arch gave 1t as his npiuiugn
that radical changes in the English land
laws are necessary. A resolution was passed

_calling upon the Government to contiscate

waste land,
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British Pacific Colonies.

As for Australia, that great country can
now hardly be called a colony, says a cor-
rospondent of The London Standard. The
different communities there together con-
stitute a vigorous young nation, which from
national and patriotic motives remains in
strong alliance with the mother country.
An Eaglishman landing for the first time in
Australia is bewildered at finding on the
other side of the globe an almost exact re-
production of his own country ; he sees cities
as large and as prosperous as Leeds and
Manchester, whose streets are thronged with
English crowds, differing in no respect, ex-
cept perhaps that of a better average phys-
ique, from crowds at home. The very ve-
hicles and street cries, the drivers and the
newsboys, teem miraculous apparitions of
the Strand and Oxford street, It is non-
sense to talk of the retention of these pro-
vinces of the empire as adding to the re-
sponsibilities of the taxpayer in Eagland.
There is no nation on the earth that could
now venture to attack Australia with im-
punity. Melbourne is well and scientifically
detended, Lven a powerful irinclad fleet
would run immense risk in venturing an at-
tack, And Sidney, in a month or two, will
be one of the strongest naval stations in the
world. Twenty-five ton and thirty-one ton
guns frown down on the lovely harbor from
every available point, and in the forts are a
body of regular artillery four hundred
strong, recruited in Australia, and paid for
by the colony, but in discipline, drill, and
appearance undistinguishable from the stal-
wart gunners of the English Army. Thus
do the Australians maintain for England,
and free of all expense, stations for her
navies as strong practically as Malta or
Gibraltar.

Indeed, the authorities at home might
well take a lesson from New SouthWales and
Victoria, and endeavor to arrange that their
own crown colonies and important naval
centres shall be as effectively protected as
are Sydrey and Melbourne, A ccuple of
seven-inch guns are deemed sufficient for
Port Louis—the Malta of the Indiaun ocean
—and Hong Kong, where any day may be
seen in the harbor scores of Epglish steam-
ers and ships, for which, in time of war,
the place ought to be a secure refuge, does
not possess a single piece of armour-piercing
ordnance. Yet Hong Kong boasts of ome
of the most magnificent harbors in the
world, and that conld be rendered almoat
impregnable to a naval attack; bat, as a
matter of fact, it is at the mercy of any
second or third class enemy’s iron-clad that
might elude the British fleet. It would al-
most seem to be a pity that some of our
strong places can not be make over to the
custody of the Australian colonies. Coast-
ing round from Adelaide in the south to
Port Darwin on the north of the southern
continent is a voyage of over fourteen days’
duration. That is longer than from London
to Alexandria. And along that great extent
of coastline there are over a dozen thriving
towns, two of them at least taking rank
among the great ports of the world,
the others all hoping to do. so some
no very distant date, A frequent
topic of conversation when I passed
through Australia was the then recent
speech of a well-knowp statesman at home,
wherein was calmly discnssed the supposed
advantage of a separation between the col-
onies and the mother country. In Austra-
lia, so far, they indignantly refuse to even
contemplate such an emergency and, that
being the case, there is surely little good,
they say, in broaching the subject at home,
From Port Darwin to Hong Kong the
numerous islands of the East Indian Archi-
pelego are continually in sight, scores of
them almost unknown, but far exce§dm_g
Mauritius in size and more than egunalling it
in richness of soil, In -British hands these
islands would be the seats of flourishing
commerce. As they are, their populations
produce little, and take less, of the goods of
other nations. Those which belong to S
are as stagnant as is Spain herself, and Java

seems to monopolize the energies of the

Dutch of the eastern seas. Excepting Java,
the posseseions of Holland are mostly un-
developed. Not until Singapore and Hong
Kong are reached are ports again found
with all the signs visible of a great trade.
Saigon as already pointed out, isa distinct
failore. . In short, from Aden to China,
along the route I have indicated, the reflec-
tion constantly recars that the colonial
policy of France is as far beyond the capa-
city ot her citizens to support as the private
enterprise of men is in front of the
ideas of Eoglish stateamen.

<The  Sun,

In any reference to the physical history of
the sun, the stupendous magnitude n?itl
sphere must be kept vividly present to the
mind, With a diameter one hundred and
nine times longer than the earth's, the solar
orb looks out into space from a sarface that
18 twelve thousand times larger than the one
which the earth enjoys. he bulk of the
Sun 18 one million vhree hundred thousand

-| time that of the earth, If the surface of the

sun were a thio, external rind, or shell, and
the earth be placed in the middle of this hol-
low sphere, not only would the moon have
space to circle in its wusual orbit without
ever getting outside ot the solar shell, but
there would be room also for a second satel-
lite, n_aarly as far again as the moon, to ac-
complish a similar course, The weight of
the sun is three hundred thousand times the
weight of the earth, or, in rounnd numbers,
two thousand millions of millions of millions
of tons,

The mean distance of the sun from the
earth is now as well ascertained, through in-
vestigations which have been made in sev-
eral waye, that there can scarzely be in the
estimate an error of five hund thousand
miles, The distance at the present time
given, 18 ninety-two million eight hundred
and eighty-five thousand miles, This meas-
ure 18 1n itself so vast that, if any traveller
were to move at the rate of four miles an
hour for ten hours a day, it would take him
six thousand three hundred years to reach
the sun. Sound would traverse the interval,
1t there were anything in space capable of
transmitting sonorous vibrations, in four-
teen yeare, and a cannon ball, sustaining its
initial velocity throughout, would do the
same thing in nine years. A curious illus-
tration, attributed to Prof. Mendenhall, is
to the effect that an infant, with an arm
long enough when reached out from the
earth to touch the sun, would die of age be-
fore it could become conscious through the
transmission of the nervous impression from
the hand to the brain, that it had burned
its fingers,

In order that the earth, thus moving
around the sun with a chasm of twenty-
three million miles of intervening space be-
tween them, may not be drawn to the sun
by the preponderant attraction of its three
hundred and thirty times larger mass, it has
to shoot forward in its path with a momen-
tal velocity fifty times more rapid than the
swiftest rifle ball. But, in moving through
twenty miles of this onward path, the earth
18 draw out of a straight line something less
than the eight part of an inch. This devia-
tion is properly the source from which the
amount of solar attraction has been ascer-
tained. If the earth were suddenly arrested
in its onward flight, and its momentum were
in that way destroyed, it would be drawn
to the sun, by the irresistible force of its at-
traction, in four months, or in the twenty-
seventh part of the time which a cannon ball
would vake to complete the same journey.
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The Truly Honest Juror.

Some difficalty was experienced in obtain-
ing a jury, and the court was getting tired
of the tedious proceedings.

““ Call the next juror, Mr. Clark,” said the
solicitor for the hundredth time,

The clerk called out the man, and an old
man with an honest face and a suit of blue
jean clothes rose up in his place, and the
solizitor asked the following customary (ues-
tions,—

‘“ Have you, from having seen the crime
committed, or having heard auy of the evi-
dence delivered under oath, formed or ex-
pressed an opinion as to the guilt or inno-
cence of the prisoner at the bar ?”’

‘“‘No, sir.” :

‘“Is there any bias or prejudic: resting on
your mind for or against the prisoner at the
bar ?”

‘¢ None, sir,”

““Is your mind perfectly impartial be-
tweeIn the State and the accused ?”

“ Tt iﬂ."

‘““Are you opposed to capital punish-
ment, ?”’

“I’m not.”

All the questions had been answered, and
the court was congratulating itself on having
another juror, when the solicitor in.solemn
tones said,—]

‘‘ Juror, look upon the prisoner—prisorer,
look upon the juror.”

The old man adjusted his spectacles, and
peeringly gazed at the prisoner for full half
a minute, when he turned his eyes toward
the court and earnestly said,—

‘“Judge, I'll b2 condemned if I don’t be-
lieve he’s guilty !” |

It is useless to add that the court was con-
siderably exasperated at having lost a jaror,
but the most humorouslyinelined had a4 good
:ia.ugh out of the old man’s premature can-

or.,
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Pawning a Girl,

Moses Hamber, of Hamberg and & Co.,
of No. 1,209 North Tenth street, had a hear-
ing before United S.ates Commissioner
Eimunds the other day on the charge of
loaning money on pension certificates, in
violation of the law. James Lafferty, of
Second and Oxford streets, a hunchback and
a cripple from rheumatism, said he was in
receipt of $24 a month pension and was in
the habit of pawning the certificate frequent-
ly with Hamberg & Co. He pawned it on
June 7, for $2.50, received $10 on June 9,
and $5 on Aug. 31, and when he drew his
money he was handel $12, This made the
interest on the loans, aggregating $17,50,
$42 50. On several occasions, when thke
pawnbroker could not accompany him to the
pension office to draw his money, he left his
daughter, a girl of 15, as secunity, and she
was released when he brought back the
certificate, This fact the witness spoke of
a8 if it were in the usual routine of business,
The daughter, Ellen Eugenie Lafferty, a
bright girl, said that her father and mother
always spent the pension money fof drink
and she obtained no benefit for it. She had
been used as security several times and did
not seem to look upon it as a hardship.
Once, when her father handed her over to
Hamberg tc be locked up until he re-
turned, he said, ‘‘ Now you are in prison,
you know.”

Hamberg was held in $500 bail to answer
at the next term of coort, and care will be

taken to prevent the disappearance of the
witness,—Philadelphia Times.

In the past forty. years $4,000,000 has
been lpen?.ti building and restoring
churches ir Wales.|

- whenever I had a chance.
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FOUR TINES HANGED.

Mr. James Watts Burvives Various At-
tempts to Dislocats His Vertebrs —His
Wonderful Experienoce.

This is the story told bv a man named
James Watts to Capt. George Burton, of the
steamship British Prince: ‘1 was born in
the town of Falmouth, Cornwall. My father
was a sail-maker, doing a fair business, I
was an only child. My mother I do not re-
member. I was sent to the grammar school ;
learned to read, write, arrange books, and
other matters in keeping with 1ny station.
At 15 my father took me into his store as
assistant. The Cornish coast abounds in
rocky cliffs, where thousands of gulls build
their nests. I often used to go egg-hunting
with my boy friends. There was plenty of
excitement in it. ‘e used to fix a stick in
a knot of rope some twenty feet long. One

end would be fastened securely to a stake in_

the ground, and then we nused to lec ourselves
slowly down over the cliff and swing back-
ward and forward, seated on the stick, along
the face of the rocks, frighten the old birds
away, and fill our wallets with eggs, It was
a little dangerous, as the rope might cut at
any time on the rough surface of the rocks,
but we weré generally in parties of a dozen,
and one division of us kept a sharp eye on
the ropes while the rest hunted,

““I loved the sea in those days. Oane
morning I started out alone with my coil of
rope. I expected to find some comrades by
the shore, but none were there. @ However,
thinking they would soon arrive, I let my-
self down, not on the seat, as usual, but with
the rope in a slip-knot beneath my should-
ers, Directly my full weight was in the
noose, it began to tighten to an nncomfort-
able extent, so I placed my foot against a
small ridge and began to loosen the strain,
1 got one arm out and was gradually pulling
the rope over my body 8o as to sit in the
noose, when a dozen gulls fil:w out and ke-
gan to attack me. My foot slipped from its
hold as the rope closed rapidly round my
neck., I had time to place my right hand to
my neck, an act which saved my life, for,
although the pain was severe, I could
breathe.

I shouted tor help, but no help was near.
1 hung there for hours; to me it seemed
years, losing consciousness from time to
time, and having the most horrible visions,
Finally the agony was 80 great that with an
effort of despair 1 freed my hand and suffo-
cated. I recovered consciousness to find
myself on my back in a fishing tent, with
two men bending over me, It seems they
had discovered my dilemma and were draw-
ing me up within half a minute after the
rope closed round my neck. My windpipe, I
kave since had reason to discover, is pretty
strong—I can take a good deal of hanging.
My first experience nevertheless, gave me a
bad attack of brain fever, during which I
must have acquired the fear and aversion
for the sea I have felt ever since,

““YWhen I recovered my health I became
wild and disipated, and, although I managed
to remain on friendly terms with my father,
for the next five years I was regarded in my
native town as a quarrelsome fellow, fore-
most in every row and ready to get drunk
Looking back,
I believe 1 suffered in my brain several
years after my first hanging. One night in
a general row I killed one of my pot-house
companions with a blow on the head de-
livered with a heavy pewter vessel, I was
arrested, tried, and condemned to be hang-
ed. The verdict should have been man-
slaughter, for the deed was done in a tree
fight ; but I had no friends on the jury.
The foreman was a near relative of the dead
man, and, although the judge charged the
twelve good men and true in accordance
with the lesser crime, they found me guilty,
without even a rscommendation to mercy.
The judge put on the black cap, and ¢ hoped
God would have mercy on my soul.’

‘““The day arrived for my execution,
Meanwhile I knew my father was making
strenuous efforts to have my sentence re-
versed, but up to the day fixed for my
death, without saccess. My hands were
pinioned, I took my last look, as I supposed,
at the sun, felt the white cap drawn over
my face, and begged the hangman to pull
the bolt when I arrived at the supplication
in the Lord’s prayer, *forgive me my tres-
passes,” I had hardly finished the first
words of entreaty to heaven when a loud
tumult fell on my ears, and the word * Re-
prieve’! was shouted from mouth to mouth,
The next moment I was unbound and the
royal message of mercy read to me. The
death penalty was comm:ted to ten years’
penal servitude.

‘ Never mind how I passed the next ten
years. They were not altogether unhappy.
The facts of my crime were known in the
prison. I was not a thief ? and my docility
and intelligence gained me favour with the
governor. I was made messenger clerk,
and the last two years of my continement
schoolmaster to my fellow-convicts. Every-
thing was on the modelsystem then. Trans-
portation had been abolished shortly before I
became a convict. Finally I was once more
a free man. England. however, is no place
for a freshly released jail-bird ; he must live
things down a year or two, and 80 my poor
old father gave me £200 and his blessing,
and I shipped for the Cape of Good Hope
and the diamond fields. On the long sea
voyage I suffered like a child in a dark room
who is afraid of ghosts—an infirmity, of
course, and a relic of my first hanging,

‘““ Well,” Watts continued, after a drink
of whiskey, *“ I landed in Cape Town and
found the city fall of excitemeut. Dia-
monds had just been discovered afresh in
old fields, and untold wealth, 8o it was sup-
posed, was in the grasp of everybody. To
reach my dexstination, the Kimberley mine,
I had to travel a distance of eight hundred
miles in'a stage drawn by vxen, a journey
which took up ten days and whizh was full
of adventure. I arrived at the fields, and,
in partnership with an acquaintance I made
in the waggon, I purchased a share of a
claim for £150. For a few months we
found next to nothing, then success crowned
our work, and withia 8ix maonths of leavi
Eogland, I was worth £2,000, I return
to Cape Town, but could not make up my

freely ; in
left me wi

myself.
d i3

i th to
the fields. This time I had no money to
i t-
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ent to join a company of ten in the pur-
chase ot a large claim,

“‘ There was an'old Datchman at the
settlement who sold liquors and mining im-
plements and other things to the di
He had a daughter, a handsome girl, the
ouly young woman for hundreds of miles,
Sheand I me intimate. The Dutchman
did not approve of my attention to his
daughter, and the way in which she favored
me roused the jealousy of my companions.
The Dutchman determined to get rid of me.
One day he accused me of robbing him, aud,
certainiy, a package of loose stones belong-
ing to him, were found in my coat pocket.
I had been talking to Gretchen and had
thrown off my coat because of the heat, and
thedevilish Datchman placed the plant on me,

These is not much justice in a mining
camp. As I said, I was disliked because of
Gretchen’s prefereace, and my partners. no
doubt, were willing to have my share of the
claim to divide among them ; so I was tried
and condemned to be hanged ia lese than an
hour of the old man’s accusation, by a lynch
jury. Iwas allowed two hours to prepare
for death, and then taken to the nearest
tree, where a rope was placed round my
neck and I was jerked by a dozen willing
hands into the air, Bat before strangula-
tion ensued I fell to the ground with a
thump. Gretchen had not been idle. Her
entreaties brought a crowd of opposition
diggers to my assistance, and, though they
permitted me to be jerked in the air just to
see how it looked, they wounld not allow
things to go any further; in fact they
squarely expressed their opinion that the
Dntchman had lied., The tide turned in
my favor, and I believe the old villain would
have been burned in his shanty but for my
intercession and his daughter’s tears.
Gretchen jilted me, nevertheless, shortly
afterwards, and, as I had next to no luck in
my search for diamonds, I left the field for
Cape Town, this time with only £200 or
£300 in my pocket.: I found a letter await-
ing me at the postoffice, from a friend in

Falmouth, telling me my father was
dying.

‘“ After again enduring the miseries of a
sea voyage, I arrived in Eogland, only to

find my father dead and buried, He left
me a small sum of money and his business.
There was no peacs for me in my native
city, however ; blood was on my hands, and
coldness met me on all sides, I sold my
father’s effects at public auction, and
journeyed to London, where my identity
was soon lost among the many millions,
But the brand of Caia followed me. I tried
several kinds of business and employment,
but no luck was mine. J took to drink
again, and a fight with a policaman landed
me once more in a prison cell. I was com-
mitted to hard labor for fourteen days.
Despair seized me, I twisted a rope out of
the strands I was given to convert into
oakum, made a noose for mny neck, secured
the other end to the bars of the window,
kicked away the stool, and lost conscious-
ness. To my dying day I shall remember
the sensations of my last hanging, I was
transported to a beautiful paraise of mead-
ows and flowers, where lovely forms of
children greeted me, and delicious music
sounded in my ears. It seemed to last for
an age, but it could ouly have been a lapse
of a few moments, for gruft voices suczeeded
the gentle music and the faces of the angelic
children faded into the stern features of a
pair of prison warders, who cut me down
just in time. I was sentenced to three
months longer for the attempt at self.de-
struction and watched night and day to pre-
vent a repitition,” I had, however, no wish
to end my life again ; on the contrary, the
desire for new scenes and fresh adventure
were full on me when my release from pris-
on arrived. I still possessed a little money,
80 I purchased a ticket for Colorado, and I
leave Englani, I suppose, forever to-mor-
row. The anticipation of the sea voyage
tries me territly this time, I will never
make another journey by ocean ; cf that I
am determined. In the far west, with a new
name, new associationi, and a clean shave,
for I am younger than I look, Providence
may yet send me happiness and fortune,”
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ODDS AND ENDS.

——

““Ma, which milkman gives the most
cream, the one that has the best cows ?”’
*‘Hardly, my child! It is the one who has
the beat conscience,”—Yonkers Gazette,

We saw a specimem of modern politeness,
the other day. Two gentleman were going
up in anelevator. A lady came aboard, and
both men took of their hats, but continued
to puff the smoke of their vile cigars into
her face.

Longfellow said : *‘In this world a man
must be either anvil or hammer.” Longfel.
low was wrong, however. Lots of men are
neither the active hammer nor the sturdy
anvil. They are nothing bat bellows,—
Philadelphia News,

A Peruvian living in Milan has made a
clock entirely out of bread. In this country
many persons are trying to make bread out
of paper, but they have only been partially
successful. They complain that subascribers
won't pay up.—Norriston Hera'd,

When the minister is pretty severe upon
human shortcomings in the pulpit, every
man leans back in his pew, smiles, and says
to himself, ‘‘Now he's giving it to ’em,”
Satiefying thought, isa’t 1t, that the minis-

‘ter always has reference to somebody else?

Chicago Inter-Ocean,

A piece of lime which a boy carried in his
pocket was the cause of his death from
blood poisoning. It is the first instance on
record of a boy's pant’s-pocket going back
on him, To think that brass wire, rusty
old knife blades, decayed fruit, cobbler’s
wax, fish hooks, putty, mice, hedgehogs,
can be carried with impunity, yet there’s
all this tuss about a little bit of lime that
looked as innocent as a picce of chalk,—
Chicago News,

A short, middle-aged colored man can be
seen any morning coming out of Steinway
Hall, New York, sometimes led by the arm
of a kindly old gentleman, and generally
grimacing and gesticulating in a strange
fashion, This is Bind Tom—once a great
phenomenon, and about whom more diverse
criticisms have been written than any
other musician in the country. Music is
still a mania;with him, and he has to go up
in Steinway Hall and work off his mysterious
energy every morning at & concert grand.
cro curious experts about hi -
N. Y. Times, T
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