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A LUCKY MISTAKE.

“Tc 11.1," said my father to me, one coid’
Novemb:r afternoon, as we stood im the flag-
pavel hill of our old-fachioned farm-house, .

~you’d better put the littie bay mare in the
dog-cart and go into Worthingtoa for that
saddle. I clean forgot to call for it yester-
day, ard as I want you to go.out with the
hounds on Saturday. you wou’t have another
cha of getting 1t. . |

Tﬁ saigd my %ta.lwart, weather-rqd&ened,
gray-haired old sire, as he put on his rough
nat and took his thick walking-stick from
the stand preparatory to going about the
farm. It was about 3-o’clock, a:nfl dinner
was just over ; for the time of which I speak
was twenty years ago, and the farmer had
not then learnt to live according to the laws
of a fashion unsuited to his income and oczu-

ation, or 1o ape the style and expenditure

of his landlord. My father was an old-fash-
ioned yeoman, who tilled the land which his
great-grandfather had tilled before him, and
even had he Hved in these days, when men
of his type are rare, he would have kept to
the old-fashioned ways. .

I was nothing loth to act upon the parent s
suggestion, although it meant a long drive
in the biting cold, snd although the return
journey would have to be done in the dark,
or with very indifferent foonlight. ‘ve
were utterly isolated at the Mistletoe farm,
for we were seven miles from Worthington,
our nearest town, and ten miles in the oppo-
site direction from the nearest railway sta-
tion. My fatber farmed nearly five hundred
acres, some of the land—especially that ly-
ing toward Worthington—being very poor
stuff, and only fit for sheep. There was not
ever a village near, the laborers lived in cot-
tages scattered over the estate, and in the
depth of winter, when there was snow, or
when the floods were out, we were oiten a
week at a time and never saw a soul besides
ourselves and our emnployes,

But we always had a good bit of horseflesh
in the stable ; as, indeed, was absolutely ne-
eessary, when our only mneans of communi-
cation with the outer world was the road,
and when the distances were so great and
the roads so bad. The little bay mare that
I was goirng to drive—Fly-by-night was “he
name we afterwards gave her—was a )y .ug
one of cur own breeding, clever as a cat and
docile as a dog. From her infancy she was
my play-fellow ; would come to me when I
whistled to her, eat out of my hand or my
pocket; and when the time came for backing
her, there was nothing to be done. She had
perfect confidence and trust in us all, and
especialiy in me; the cat by the fireside
could not be more gentle or more casy to
control. If only people would learn that a
horse can, by kind treatment and crnstant
association, be made as tame and affection-
ate as a household pet, there would be fewer
broken bones from back-jumpers and runa-
ways.

She was a world too good for harness, 1
thought to myself, as 1 led her out of the
stable and procceded to put her to the oid-
fashione:l, square dog cart, which turned up
behind, and looked like i mail.cart—barring
the color, which was a dingy gray. The lit-
tle mare was my hunter when the hounds
were within reacn and my father would let
me go ; and she carried me as gamely, even
after twenty miles of harness the day before
as if she was one of the squire’s cracks, and
went ocut only once a week.

As we trotted quietly down the drive, my
father put his head over the hedge and call-
ed to me:

‘““Maybe the saddle won’t be finished,” he
said, his red face glowing with the cold, his
eyes glancing critically at the mare, “‘If so,
you can put up at the Angel and have your
tea ; but don’t be later than you can help.
Have you got your watch on you?”

““Yes,” 1 said, wondering at the question.

““You'd better give it to me,” said iny ta-
ther, stretching his arm over the hedge. “I1
heard yesterday, at the ordinary. there was
a gentleman stopped Monday night ¢n the
road, You haven’t got too mnuch money on
you, I suppose ¥~

“*No danger,” said I witha laugh, as I put
my watch and chain into my father's big,
brown hand, “They won’t get much out
of me if they try it on.”

And off we went, turned 1nto a high road,
and sped at a (uick trot through the gatner-
g twilight in the direction of Worthing-
ton.

1t was dark when we reached the outskirts
of the little town, and the lights, not very
brilliant if tried by modern standards,
sparkled cheerfully enough in the windows.
Past the blacksmith’s forge, with the greas
bellows roaringiand the sparks tlying from
the glowing cinders; past the butcher’s, with
a goodly display cf our best beef ; past the
crocer’s, where the halfadezen children, who
were flattening their noses against the paincs
turned to look at us, and so, clattering over
the uneven cobbles of the pavement, to the
saddler's shop. The proprietor himself, a
staid and portly person, conscious of the im-
portance which attuches to his position in a
country town, came out and nodded a greet-
ing.

g:‘:i cold night, Mr. Tom,” says he, witha
shiver, as the wind tcok his apron. “I'm
not quite ready for you. Your father didn’t
come in yesterday, so I thought you would
not want the saddle till rext week ”

“] want it for Saturday,” said I, leaning
sideways out ot the trap. ‘‘The houndsare
at the coppice. and the little mare and I are
going, (an’t you do it for me if I put up?’

The saddler thought for a moment.

‘““Ay, I can do that,” he said at length.
““Wilt you call in between 5 and 9 aud it
shall be ready for you.”

I agreed, shook up the mare, and, a few
yards further down, turned in through the
narrow gateway of the Angel into the dim,
deserted inn-yard. From a single, half-open
doorway came a stream of light, A figure
issued torth in answer to my summons.

*‘Gocd evening, Mr, Tomn,” raid this per-
son, approaching and patting the mare’s
neck.

‘‘Hallo, Jack ! is that you?” said I, as I
drew the reins through my fingers and
alighted, recognizing, as I did so, Mr. Jack
Plover, to whom was intrusted the import-
ant duty of conveying the Queen’s mail-bags
from Worthington to the railway toww.
*“*You’ll have to wrap up warm to-night.”

“Ay ! bitter cold, that it is,”” answered
Jack, undoing the traces., ‘‘But law bless
me ! I'm used to1t, If only I'd got as good
a thing betwecn my shafts as you have here,
I'd think nothing ot a seventeen-mile drive,
I do assure you, sir.”

‘“*Your old prny isn’t to be despiscd,

{ caster,"T do confess,” said Jaek, leading the

either,” said I, holding up the shaft while
Jack drew the mare out.  ‘"A new pair of
forelegs and sound bellows would improve
him, but exeept for that 5 "3

i ““Well,' he isn’t quite Nes
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mare in through the open doorway and put-
ting her in a vacant stall.  “‘But he's good
enough for his work. I start early and we
take’ it easy. You won’t have the collar off,
.ir!, ' ’ & “»

“No,” I said. *“I am off again in an hour
or so. Wiltyou hare a drink, Jack?”

We c-ossed the yard, passed through »
swing doer, and found ourzelves in the warm |
cheerful bar, where the bright light made us
wink after the darkness outside, and the

huge'fire sent a leaping, ruddy.glaré on the |

red curtains, and ‘a reflection that danced
merrily on the trim rows of bottles and
glasses. The barmaid, buxom and {resh-
colored, smiled a welcome, and rewarded my
compliments on her pmnk ribbons and thE
roses in her cheeks by '‘Go along with you,
and a couple of glasses of steaming whisky
and water,

There was only one other occupant of the
bar, a stranger to me, He was a man ap-
parently verging on forty, buttoned up in a
shabby great-coat, aud with his hat slouched
over his eyes so that his features were hard
to b- discerned. To the salutation which I
gave him on entering, he made noreply. but
with arms folded, gazed fixedlv on the floor.

“My service, sir,” says Jack, raieing his
tumbler to his lips and taking off the con-
tents at a drancht, “That’s the stuft to
keep the cold out. Although this is a bit
too early. I ought to have waited until 8
oclock, just before I started.”

““You can have another then, if youlike,”
said I, with a laugh.

““Nay, ¢ir,” remocstrated Jack. ‘I didn’t
mean that, Is the clock right miss?’ he in-
quired ot the barmaid. *“Then 1 must be
going about my work,” he added, receiving
an answer in the atlirmative. “'Good night,
sir, and thank you kindly.”

And Jack Plover, whn was a sporting-
looking figure with his queen’s livery and
clean-shaven face, touched his hat politely
and passed through the swing door.

The man with the zlouched hat looked up
as he left, and, addres-ing nobody in partie-
ular, inquired in a har-h, rough voice, with
a yueer burrinit:

**What time does the post go out here?”’

““At S o'clook,” replied the barmaid, look-
ingat herinterrogator with noparticular favor
“That is the driver of the mail cart who
has just left.”

*‘So I judged,” replied the man, rising,
and putting some money on the table. *‘‘ls
that right? Good-night to you.”

And with a heavy, s'ouching gait, he
strode to the door and was gone.

After tea in the half-lit coffee-room and a
pipe in the bar, with the barmaid to tell me
the gossip, I started at about half-past §,
called at the saddler’s, put my saddle under
the seat, and set out for home, As we pass-
ed the blacksmith’s forge at the end of the

street there was a pony being shod, and Mr.
Jack Plover, in a big great-coat, was look- |
Ing on at the process,

“Cast a shve, Mr. Tom, and had to turn
back,” he called out as I passea by.

Out into the country, looking doubly black
and dismal by contrast witk the cheerful
light and warmth that we were leaving be-
hind ; with the slanting rain driving full in
one’s face, so that it dazzled the sight ; with
gray piles of clouds hurrying overhead; with
a veil of miat and darkness blending hurdle
and hedge-row, field and tree into a vague,
indistinct, gray mass. 'The road is muddy,
and, albeit the high-road, in bad condition ;
but the little mare has got her head home-
ward, and pulls her hardest toward a warm
stable and well-stocked rack and the society
ot heavy Dobbin and his brethren. Not that
my little h inter is to be permitted to pull
herself to pieces through ruts and over ill-
laid stones, for there is Saturday in pros-
pect, and, with the country in this state, we
shall want the very last cunce. Now we
are clinbing a hill, and, anon, we are on the 1
top, and the rain and the wind beat savage-
ly upon us 2nd the prospect on cither hand
1s dreary enough. Now steadily down the
shedding ground, with a tight rein and a
careful lockout for loose stones; for this is |
deep descent, and one talse step may take
£20 off the little mare’s value. The banks
are high, at all events, so there is some
shelter, and down at the bottom there are
trees on either hand.

It was pitch dark in this hollow, but I let
the mare out at the bottom of the hill and
gave her her head. Suddealy, with a loud
snort, she swerved violentiy, ran the wheel
of the trap into a hecap of wayside stones,
put there to mend the road; and in a second
we were over,

I went out, of course, and the driving-box,
the saddle, und a debris of miscellancens ar-
ticles after me. I landed partly on my
shoulder, partly on my head, and was up
again in a moment, although a bit dazed.
The moment I gained my feet I was seized
by the collar, and a harsh voice exclaimed--
not to me, but to someone else ;

“‘Hold his head down—hold his
down !”

A dusky form sprang {o the mare’s head
and kept her from attempting to rise. A
third form knelt on the trap.

“By Jove!” exclaimed this last fellow in
an angry tone, ‘*we’ve got the wrong man!”

‘““What?’ said he, who had hold of my
collar. ‘Do you mean to say it isn’t
the--—""

With a volley of oaths, the other replied
in the negative. The man who had hold of
me released me and joined the other. They
whispered together tor a few seconds. Then
the first one came back to me and said, with
a fine pretense of indifference :

““Nasty accident, sir ! But it might have
been worse. It's lucky wo were at hand to
help you.’

““I don't know about that,” 1 replied,
with no smail acrimony, ‘‘for my hcrse shiced
at one of vou.  She never did it in her life
before. You'il oblige me by helping to get
her out.” '

In a -twinkling we had the harness un.
done, and the mare, with a flounder and
stagger, was on her feet, and shook herself
In a disgusted fashion. The men said no-
thing, but obeyed my directions. Luckily
nothing was broken ; the mare had rubbed a
little hair off her, as well as I could tell, but
her knees were all right. In seven or eight
minutes f;ﬁm the time we went over, so
quickly did it all huppen, I was in my seat
agalin, ready to start,

My assailants, or assistants, whichever

head

they were, made no opposition, and seemed

!

i i : they dis-
only anxious to get rid of me; they ¢
pat'ghed me without a word, and I was a

mile on my road before I fu realized what
kad happened. As is glway#the cage in a;
accident, 1 could ﬁﬁn eal] what too

place immediately arid-#mmediately

after, and for that very reason the words ut-
tered by the n.en were more vividly unpres :::
ed on my memory. .\What did they mean .
It flashed into my mind:like a revelation.
They had been misfed by the shape of my
trap ; which, as I said; was*equare behind,
anfluoked like a mail-cart, while the dark-.

ness was too wreat in their place uf;ambuai“*

cade for them to tee the color. The timeo
my arrival was about that of the mail, had
not Jack Plover been obliged to turn back ;
and the careful pace a® whieh I had come
down the hill accorded very well with the
steady movements of Jack’s nag. o

And the voice? I had heard it somewhere
lately—the man in the Angel bar. who ask-

‘ed, too, the time when the mail left. There

was no doubt of the men’s purpose.

How to prevent it? How to warn J ack
in time? There was no road back but tbe
one by which I had come, unless I made &
detour of several miles. Neither was there
a house near, whence to get assistance. I
pulled up and thought it out. A bruise on
my right arm suggested something. I had
fallen on my left side, and this bruise wis
caused by the saddle tumbling after me. 1

made up my mind at once.
Turning in through the first gate I came

o, I drove over theturfto a corner of the ficld
where there was a group of trees. Here 1
took the mare out; pu’ the trap under the
elms, #nd turned the cushions ; took off
all the harness but the bridle, and saddled
her. Luckily the bridle had no blinkers. I
wound the long reins round and round my
arm, mounted, and, thanking Providence for
my knowledge of the country, rode at the
nearest fence, There was a faint moonlight
to help us, but it was terribly dark, My
heart was in my mouth as we went at the
fence, which was a big upstanding one, but
I knew there was no aitch on the taking-off
side, and I gave the little mare the word
at the right moment., She jumped
clean from under me, and landed me on the
crupper. 1 never shall forget that leap ! If
there had been anyone to sce it I could have
sold her almoet for her weight in gold.

We were half way across the next field be-

fore I had regained my seat properly, and
then the mad exhilaration of the thing took

possessicn of the both of us,  'There was a
flight of hurdles next which vie took in our
strides. Then a bank and a close cropped
hedge that stood up, black as Erebus, against
the gray of the n:ight ; which we jumped as
though 1t were twice its height, Then a
flock of frightened sheep went scurrying
away into the darkness.

1t was all turf, and, for the first time, 1
blessed the poverty of the land that made it
worthlessto plough, A dozenfencesnegotiat-
ed in the same mad fashion b:ought us into
a field that skirted the road; and here we
were pounded. There was a big bull-finch
into the road, with a deep drop. To go en,
parallel with the road was impossible, for

| there was a made-up bank with a cropped

hedge, full of stakes, and a deep drain
as I knew, ran on either side. I rode up
and down by the bull-finch in despair., Was
all my trouble to be in vain ?

At last I made up my mind, and rode, not
too tast, at the great, towering, straggling
hedge. I put my arm across my tace, shut
my eyes, inte it we went, and out of it,with
a scramble and a flounder, we came—sepa-
rately, The bull-finch merely brushed me
out of the saddle, and the mare and I drop-
ped side by side into the road, both of us on
our legs.  Before I had time to remount, I
heard the sound of approaching wheels, and
a man whistling merrily,

““Pull up, Jack !” I called out,

Jack’s whistle ceased, and a more aston-
ished countenance I pever beheld than the
one which looked down from the mail-cart.

In half an hour the constable and I were

the mail-cart, and driving along as fast as
Jack’s pony could be induced to go.
ooly fear was lest the fellows should have
got tired of waiting, for it was quite an hour

n -; Y bl | - I- Es -
and a half later than the time when the mail | perpetrating the grossest

should have passed them., Down the hill | fraud.

we Went, our hearts thumping away with
excitement, not to mention the difficulty ot
helding on, and Jack performing “‘My Pretty
Jane” with exquisite variations.

Well, to cut my story short, we got one of
them. The constable, in his eagerness
jumped down directly the first mau had
seized the horse’s head, and the other two
tellows made off.  We got the right gentle-
man, though—the identical fellow Wl?{} had
been in the Angel bar, and whose voice I had.
recognized. He was tried at the assizos
and, two other convictions being pmveai
against him, was sentenced to seven years’
penal servitude,

I went out with the hounds on Saturday
and my little mare was the heroine of the
hour. The squire himself came up to me,

and after complimenting us both om.our
achievement, said i

*“What do you call her ?”
““Well, squire,” I repled, ““we haven’t
gweg her a name yet.”
*‘Call her Little Fly-by-night,” said
And that's how she got her n’ame. ”
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Everybody wonders why the ;
should be «0 bent on anneimg Tirflfl?i{;:h
They are not born merchants, as the Kug.
lish are, and will never transform T‘Dﬂl’.lllﬁl
into a trading c:ntre. They will simply 1m-
port and sell cheap perfumery, and photo.-
graphs, cosmetics, and hair oil in fanc
bottles. There is no 1cason why the Franr.:::::
shujuld‘g? there. It is true that in Magn.
der’s ‘Gazetteer” Tonquin is described as
one of the Snest countries in the East forpop-
ulation, fertility, and trade ; but as reggggs
the population the same authority telis us
that, though they are dexterous, active
a.nd_m_gen_mus, ‘“ they have more 'a.ptitud:a
for imitation than invention.” They liv
in houses built of mud, or “hurdlaa}:iaub?
ed over with clay,” The country is 450
miles in length and 380 in breadth. The
French Possess the neighboring colony of
Saigon, which cannot be considered nnyim
portaat commercial emporium, Mogt Ori:
entals are born merchants ; they are a]
ways bartering and bargaining, Tt nee-.fll :
therefore, people akin to the natiop 3;
ahupkeepers to ccmpete with them, After

the Americans and Briti ;

! 18 the Ge
{DHDW by a long distance and at ;.n::];ﬁ
onger oue the Frencl, i

= e —— - = =

The Present Condition of Emii., i

:of the
tume

n "

Mr. Villiers St‘_i:bl':rﬁ, a m;::‘b::m
British Houve ot € ons, was som
ago appointed by tbqu?ﬂme hnfﬁrnﬁe
ke n thorough apd exbaustive mgqul :
into the social and political condition’ ¢
Kgypt.- His repost has recently been hl:g:i;
gented, by command of the Queen, W e
Houses of Parliament. . A careful pel‘u_afa“hr
the report enables one to judge more
of the importance of .the task b M
Stuart apdertook and carried uut 80 we ;
Haying been & frequent visitor $0 Eﬁpt an¢
being an accomplished student of the history

L

and literature of that aneient and igteresting

countfy, Mr. Stunart wi | to
Io::ﬂ the duties which he assumed during,
his late tour of inspection through the Delta

ile and Upper Ay al
i IEL vilitid*?ﬁ -tEE provinces of the
Delta, from December, 1882, until March
last, and examined 44 witnesses and groups
of witncsses in 26 different villages and com:
munes, He then returned to Upper Egypt,
where he held 35 separate inquiries, and ex-
amined a great number of persons of all
classes. His observations show that he has
obtained a clear insigit into the social con-
dition of the people. The provincial in
habitants of the Delta, he informs us with-
out hesitation, are favorable to the English,
and are prepared to welcome reforms at
their hands. That such reforms are urgente
ly needed is manifest from facts which show
how corrupt, venal, and oppressive is the
system of local administration. The people
wished success to Arabi, bac.use he had pro-
mised to cancel the village debts, and to

banish the usurers. The latter are
THE MODERN PLAGUES OF KGYPT,

bringing in their train all the desolating
eflects of the plagues of old. The agricul.
tural condition of the pcople contrasts
favorably with that of the Eoglish farmer.
If they had not their ‘‘gombeen men” to

ce them, they ought to he prospecrous
and contented. Cotton can be grown any-

where in the Delta, and is worth from £15°

to £20 an acre, and the aftercrop of wheat,
worth £5, can be grown in the same ground.
In the following season the land would be
cropped with green crops, eaten off by sheep
and other live stock ; then by the maize or
dourra, and then by wheat, the three crops
within the year being worth from £12 to

"£14. Beans, lentils, and other leguminous

crops are also grown. On an average the
creps of tho fellah are worth £16 a year,
while the English farmer’s best crop of
wheat is only worth £12. The fellah's land
tax, which i1s, in fact, his rent, 1s not more
than £1 13s. an acre, while the English
farmer’'s is from £2 to £2 10s., and he has
very heavy taxes to pay besides. Irrigation
is carried on from the Nile by waterwheels
or steam power. A 10 horse power sieam
engine suffices for 100 acres for the season,
and the farmers club together for ove when
they cannot afford to have one for a single
farm. They hire the:n out also to their
neighbors at from 16s. t-» £1 an acre for each
watering. If they werce not burdened with
loca! debts they would 1mprove their lands
still more. They are paying a rvinous rate
of interest, from 42 to 63 per cent. per an-
num, and even as exorbitant as from 100 to
120 per cent. per annum. It is suggested
that the Government should make advances
at a low rate of interest tc pay off their
debts. Every landowner up to 100 acres is
liable to forced labor for the Government,
for which no remunecration whateveris given,
and the hardship of this is aggravated by
the practice of sending the laborers to
distant parts of the country. Mr, Stuart
thinks that the land is well able to pay the
land tax, but the fellahs complain of a tax
on date palms and on sheep. An erroneous
impression has prevailed that the taxation

- of Egypt was increased in order to support

Uuar .

Ang their neighbors.

_—

the extravagance ot the late Kuedive, but
this is not correct. The present scale of
taxation was established before the bogin-
ning of the reign, As to the administrazion

- of justice in the native courts, it i+, he says
scated very uncomfortably on the back of | ’ ’ o

A **FIGURE OF SPEECH.”

:[::'IE: decisions are sold to the highest vidder,
Lhe nuxed tribunals of patives and foreigners
are worse,  I'iey are made instramentul ip
ng extortion and
Nuatives who obtain consular ap-
vomtinents ciaim the privilege of havine
cases tried by these tribunals, and are thus
enabiel to make them the means of defraud-
The Greeks are the
Krea‘est  extortioners amongst foreivners,
Ihe punishments too are barbarous. The.
use of the '* courbash "—a whip made of the
hide of the hippopotamus—and of the stick
has increased since the rebellion, and persous
have been bastinadoed in order to make
them coufess matters of which they kKuew
nothing.  Venality and corruption are s,
universal ihat nothing but the strong hand
of foreign iatervention can ecradicate the
abuses. Oune of the effects of giving power
to the mixed tribunals is that the law which
enacted that a fellah could not be dispos-
sessed of his land without his consent his
been set aside, and now the Greeks and
other money-lenders, who have accumulated
a load of debt upon them by extortionate
interest, have got hold of their lands and
driven them out. This grievance was at the
root of the discontent which helped to recruit
Arabi’s ranks, In Upper Egypt the popula-
tlon 1s pauperised to such an extent that
they are unable to cultivate the land proper-
l*:r, and are living at the point of starvation,
The consequence of one siogle low Nile
would be a famine. . Their condition con-
trasts with that of the thriving population
of the Delta. Their destitution is owing

amongst other causes, to arbitrary confizca.
tion of their lands during the late reign,

MERCILESS RM,‘H*'I{EHTI};G,

forced labor, which witl :

from their own lands, ati&dt?: sﬂfrnewi]:zajuﬁ
money ai extravagant interest, Mr. b‘taart-
offers a series of practical suggestions to in.
crease the productiveness of the land estab-
lish districs bauks, and reform the {;hviuua
abuses. In Upper Egypt, Arabi appealed
to the fanaticism of the Mahometan popula-
tion, but they are now undeceived as to hig

character, and proclaim him an i
FEY ® -
IThe London Standard onbnti

. » In commentin
upon this report, doubts whether Lord DuE

ferin’s projects will ever be 1zed i

! realized in E

::i: : ;ﬁ innrelwémtger they can pnssib%;;}:!;fé
_ 1l. ndee it can h

sericusly affirmed that Lord Duﬂe:iTlljﬂravzg

the repatation of the Min;

C nistry that sent hi
to Egypt any higher than it ywaa bef:re lhn;
went there, or that he has added to his own

celebrity, save :
couched in o5 o wriker of despatches

the vein of the finest irony, We

which Mr.- |

Was well Q‘IlaﬂlﬁEd to:

gypt. A+ already % ly:mothing for the
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