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A Romance of a Pair of Skates.

= = =

A NSeasonable Stery.
BY

COLLIE WILKINS,

On a superbly upnolstered lounge,rivalling
in its magnificerce the erstwhlte celebrated
‘*Canoe Couch damask” of the Ontario Agri-
cultural Department, with her fair head
supported by sgilken pillows reclined Miss
[olanthe De Bellevoir. lolanthe, though
posseszed of a graceful form and lovely face,
was a confirmed invalid. Although ap-
parently in good health the young lady was
afflicted with a constitutional weakness
which necessitated a continued recumbent
position, and with the exception of an oc-
casional drive around the Queen’s Park in
her father’s carriage, she passed most of the
time on the sofa reading the latest novels,
and the standard British poets, not except-
ing the works of the much abused **Wizard
of the North,” of course tahoring the ob-
jectionable Marmion,

Some of the more curious of her young
lady “‘dearest friends” maliciously assumed
and secretly express:d that her constitu-
tional weakness partook very mucn cf the
nature of laziness, and that she naturally on
that account preferred to recline gracefully
on a sofa, reading novels, to assisting her
maternal relative and younger sisters in the
ordinary duties of the household. These
base insinuatious were trecated with the
scorn they deserved, not only by herself,
but by all her true friends, among whom
figured conspicuously a certain younggentle-
man who scouted with indignation anything
that would tend to injure or reflect upon
the adorable Miss De Bellevoir.

This young gentleman rejoiced in the
name of Roderick Malcolm McGregor, and
was a B. A.,a gold medallist and a student of
Divinity. It is not of any moment, nor
does it come within the province of this tale
to say what college had the honor of being
his Alma Mater, He might be an iron
clad Presbyterian of Knox’s, a Scotch stu-
dent of prelatist prociivities like the late
Rt. Reverend Dr. Strachan, and have taken
his degree in Trinity, or a Broad church-
man of the Wyecliff school, it matrereth not.
[t 1s sufhicient for the purposes of thisstory
toknow that he was a most exemplary young
man, and withal a most devoted admirer of
the fair Iolanthe.

On the evening our story opens our hero-
ine wasin a most pronounced state of ennui,
or in other words, she was suffering from an
acute fit of the *“‘blues.,” The novels no
longer interested her and poetry had lost its
charms. She was trying in vain to wrestle
with Scott, and on arriving at the passage,

““* Oh, Caledonia! stern and wild
Meetnurse for a poetic child.”

he threw the wvolume from her petulunt-
ly, and, with a voice quivering with emo-
tion murmured, ‘I wish to gocdnes gra-
eious that some fellow would come and
nurse me, even if he were stern and wild.
Anything would be preferable to t':1s horrid
monotony.” Scarcely had she uttered the
sentence when Mr., MecGregor was an-
nounced, and in a few moments thercalfter,
was seated by her side,

‘“ Hoo's ain’ ye theday Iolanthy? It'sa
vera great pity ye can no tak a wee bit o’
air,” said the young gentleman sympathiz-
ingly.

*‘Oh, Roderick!” replied the poor lan-
guishing lady, “Could I but do so, how
gladly would I avail myself of every pos-
sible opportunity to drive out in the air.
And now that we have snow, I pine for a
nice cutter ride.”

‘“‘Hoot, toot ! interrupted Roderick,who,
although quite an admirer cf the fair sex in
general, and desperately enamoured with
[olanthe 1n particular, had a very dogmatie,
not to say John Brownish manner in ad-
dressing,them. ‘‘Hoot toot, 1 ssie! I wud
na gie’ a bawbee for a’ the guid asleigh drive
will do ye. Ye might as wul be lyin’ here
as lolling in a cutter wi’ a heap of buffalo
claes on yve, and ablins ye may get ver two
lugs frozen. Noo gin ye tak my advice
ye'll try and make an effort and indnlge in
a wee walk. It will stretch yer legs for ye.”

‘‘Spare me, I beg, Mr. McGregor,” said
the now indignant young lady—*‘Spare me
your advice and somewhat rude expressions,
How can I ever attempt to walk when my
poor lo—limbs almost refusz to support me?
Why if I could walk I could skate, and
skating usea robe my favorite pastime years
ago—Dbefore I was—was -- smitten,”

“Weel I'm richt glad o’ that, for in my
opinion ye'd better take a sma’ walk wi’ me
every day and I wager ye'll soon be able to
skate,”’ said the confidant Mae. “I re-
collect,” continue:l he, ““taking many along
walk through the hills of Argyleshire and
found them vera beneficial for my health,
And while in Holland I could na help ad-
mirin’ the bonny figures of the braw Dutch
lasses, which I'm tauld is the result of skat-
ing wi’ bundles on their heads. Yes,”
said the phil sophic Mae, “‘I certainly re-
commend skating for ye.”

Urged ty the solicitations of her impor-
tunate lover, Iolanthe **made an effort’” and
alded by his strong arm gradually shook off
Ler torpor and becam [quite a pedeerienne,
and each evening she astounded her affec-
tionate family by her wonted skill in over-
coming any number of buck wheat pan-
cakes and other luxuries at the tea table,
for she was determined to skate. After
some time she felt conviocel that she was
now able to perform the evolutions she had
practised in her younger days on the ice.
Accordingly she, as the lawyers s:y, ‘“‘made
search as to” and from amidst the debris of
the garret she dragged out her old pair of
suates and proceeded to the Rink, accom-
panied by a young brother, Master Hilde-
Frand Perceval Percy Bellevoir, who assisted
her in puttingon thelong neglected *‘irons.”

Many were the remarks, and odious the
cumga.riauns that were made by the on-look-
ing damsels on the skates.

““Did you ever see such an old-fashioned
pair ?” said one.

“Never,” said another.

““Hardly ever,” said a third.

“I wonder where she got ’em #”

“‘She ought to get them cast over again at
a foundry.” 1 ) g

“They must have belonged, to, her grand-
mamma,” &ec., &c. :

All this did poor Tolanthe hear, and was
50 mortified that she took off her - kates’ and
went home,laid down on he. .fﬂ-i‘ﬂl'i.}'.ﬂ luunga‘
and wept bitterly. e o e

Next morning she looked over the matter

with more clearness, and said to herself,

*‘It was not I after all that such in-

viduous remarks, it was these horrid old {

fashioned skates. I'll go down town this
very day and buy a new pair,” o she did.
She bought a pair ‘and in sought the
Rink. Hildebrand buckled them on eecure-

ly, and she glided gracefully tothe centre
of the rink. She then, so to speak, ‘‘put on
more steamn,”” when horror! one of the

skates and its correspondig foot flew up-
ward till it pointed to the zenith, while the
other described a semi-circle on the ice,

and lolanthe fell with tremenZous force on
the glassy surface of the nnk. Fortunately
ghe had cn one of those extremely tasteful
and much admired head drese sknown to the
theatre going public as the Gainsborough
Hat. for providentially the rim of it, com-

ing first in contact with the ice, gradually
bent and allowed her head to come gantly
though firmly to its surface.

Again she removed her skates,went home,
betook herself again to the grateful repose of
the sofa, and wept more bitterly than ever.

She had not long resumed her old posi-
tion when her lover and whilome monitor
McGregor stalked into the room. She
neither raised her eyes or bade him welcome.

““What's wrang wi’ ye, Iolanthe ?” said
he. *‘Yelook ascross as a bear wi’ a sore
head !”

““Its naothin’ to you anyway,” replied the
young lady with asperity, and forgetting her
company manners.

**Oh, yes, its a vera great deal to me,”
said the Caledonian soothingly. “‘Ablirs ye
have na walked oot the day,”.

““Yes, thanks to you, I have walked and
skated too, and almost broke my neck,” she
replied satirically.

**Skating !” said the astonished lover.

“Yes.” I first tried my old skates and
the girls guyed and “'Pinafored” me because
they wereso old fashioned,” said the lady
sobbing.” ¢ Then I boughs a new pair at
Moses Mordecais’ on Queen street, and I
came ncar breaking my neck. Oh, oh'!
(sobs and tears) I never want to speak to
you again !”’ '

“Oh, Iseelt a’ the noo,” said the un-
daunted Mac. “‘Why but ye get a guid
pair and a’ will be richt. 7'/ get them for
ye. for never let it bz said thata McGregor
cver went back on his girl, even if she has
abused him. Noo jist listen tae me. I
went down yesterday to Rawbone’s,
Yonge street, wi’alot o’ the lads that were
ganging out tae the woods tae shoot, one
wanted a breech loading shot gun, another
a knife, and another a revolver, and they a’
wanted traps of a’sorts tae equip them-
selves for the camp, and while they were
occupied In getting what they required,
(whichwas a long time, for Rawbone has an
immense stock of a’ sorts on hand, and th:y
dootless found it ditlicult to choose), I
amused myself in looking at the articles in
the store. These were as many rifles as
would fit out a respectable batallion of in-
fantry, and cartridges, belts, pouches, and
hunting gunsof a’ descriptions. But what
took my ee’ especially, was their new style
of skates, cai’d the CLinax SkATE, which
by a vera neat contrivanec, a turn or two of
a screw adjusts itself firmly to the boot, na
matter of what size., I was just thinking
of you at the time, and if I had known that
you were gain’ tae skate, I'd hae’ bought ye
a pair. So Iolanthe dry yer weeping ees,
and to-morrow deo vo'ante ye'll have the
finest pair o’ skates in Toronto,”

Next afternoon, having visited Rawbone’s,
Roderick duly appeared with the ("Limax
SKATES, lolanthe was charmed, and wben
she tried them at the rink she was fairly in
extasies ! She glided round like a swan,
theenvy end admiraticn of the beholders,

some of whom had laughed at her previous
discomfitures.

““Oh, Roderick ! how can I repay you for
all your kindness and for your considera-
tion at my petulant behavior yesterday.”

““By accepting me, and becoming Mrs,
Roderick McGregor,” said the impertur-
bable Maec,

““Oh, Roderick !” said the agitated maid-
¢n, who trembled so that the new skatesshe
carried jingled an obligato in B flat, ‘‘but
we must wait until after Lent.”,

“The deil much I care,” said Roderic,
““before or after as long as no time is lost.”
Which remark we mvst confess was some-
what inconsistent with the supposed char-
acteristics c¢f a Divinity student.

However, here we see an

?

interesting

young 1nvalid lady brought to robust kealth,.

and two hearts made to beat a3 one, and all
Jhrough « pair of skates.—Toronto T'ruth.
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The First Shot.

Just as the palingof the stirs showed
dawn to be near, but while it was still as
dark as ever, a few scattered shots were
fired in our front, probably from some sen-
tries or small pickets outside the enemy’s
lines. No notice was taken of this, though
one of the shots killed a Highlander ; the
movement was unchanged—and then a
single bugle sounded within the enemy’s
lines. Thnese were most welcome sounds,
assuring ns that we should close with the
foe before daylight, which just before he had
seemed very doubtful. Yet a minute or
two of dead silence elapsed after the bugle
was b'own, and then the whole extent of
entrenchment in our front, hitherto unseen
and unknown of, poured forth a stream ot
riflefire. Then, for the first time that night,
I could really be said to see my men, light-
ed by the flashes—the dim phantom lines
which I had bevn looking on all night sud-
denly woke tolife, as our bugles sounded
the chacge, and responding with lusty con-
tinued cteers, and without a moments’s
pause or hesitation, the ranks sprang for-
ward in steady array. The distance from
the blazing line of intrenchment was judged
to be about 150 yards—in that interval
nearly 200 men went down, the Seventy-
fourth on.the left losing 5 officers snd 60
men before it got to the ditch. The ob-
stacle was, (as the engineers afterwards re-
corded) 6 teet wide and 4 feet deep, and
beyond was a parapet 4 feet high. Over it,
or into and out of it, went the 'whole.of the

first line, mounting the parapet and attack. } ri

ing the Egyptians who lined it, and most of
the second Ene followed, bnt,n’ I stup:; t;n

parts of it that were nearest .to me as-they:

 Came up, wishing {0 keep a support-in hand. |-

Cen-

| est 45 above, avi

g0 | 3
LATE CANADIAN NEWS.
MANITOBA LH]JTEE Hﬂ:H:TH;m-
Hay is coming in large quantities into

Brandom and seems to be a drugin the mar-
ket.

The cut of timber for the sason at the
Hudson Bay Company’s mill, Edmonton,
was 528,866 feet, board measure.

The mumps are going around among the
Indians at Kdmonton just now, and some
of the whites are catching.

The snow fall has been exceptionally
Lheavy at Prinze Albert. More snow has
already fallen than during the whole of last
winter.

It is reported at Calgarry that the C. P.
Railway engineers engaged in the mount-
ains have discovered rich gold bearin
quartz. .

Last winter river water cost 33 1-3 cts,
a barrel at Edmonton. It now costs from
50 cts. to 81, according to the situation
;}f the place of delivery, and no jawbone al-
owed.

The first birth inWapella, N. W. T., took
plaec on Christmas day, the happy mother
being Mrs. M. Currie. Under the rule ge-
nerally observed in such ca:es, the young-
ster is entitled to a corner lot at the hands
of the C. P. Railway.

A letter from Peace River written by V.
Lloyd, who went in last spring, says the
crops there were ahead of anything he
had ever seen anywhere. It was reported
that two miners near Fort 8St. John had
been making from ten to thirty dollars 2
day. .

A convention of veterinary surgeons was
recently held in Winnipeg to devise mcans
for putting a stop to the rapid spreading of
glanders among the horses 1n the vicinity of
Winnipeg and other parts of Manitoba.
Twelve glandered horses had been shot on
one day lately near Morriss.

Messrs. Harvey and Grant of Kamloops,
B. C., arrived at Edmonton on Nov. 10th
with W, F. Buxton’s train of pack horses.
They say that the trail this side of the Jas-
per House is very bad, being much obstruct-
ed by fallen timber and muskeg. In mahy
places it can scarcely been seen,

It 1s generally supposed that Saskatewan
coal willcrumbleand lose its burning proper-
ties after having been out of the pit some
time. Ross’ coal which was taken out the
winter before last is still being used, and is
nearly if not quite as good as when first
takeun out.

‘Che Brandon Sun says claim jumping is
assuming a very serious character in taat
community. Cases have comne under its
observation where parties have made afhi-
davits in support of cancellatiors. After-
wards, conscience stricken, or through fear
of the consequences, they have made affi-
davits setting forth that their first statement
was false,

A petition i3 now in circulation among
the vessel owners and others interested in
the navigation of Lake Winnipeg and of the
Red River, asking the Dominion Govern-
ment to take such steps as will not only
improve havigation, but will also lessen the
dangers to navigators of the lake and stream
referred to.

The Brandon Sun says: The western
mail for Brandon goes through to Winnipeg,
where it -s re-assorted and then returned to
us. Asthe Times would say, if it were not
for the post-office department we would have
no mail at all, so we had better show our

gratitude by being satisfied with what we
have got.

Somewhere near Medicine Hat a larye
manufacturing city—the Pittsburg of the
North-West will be located. Specimens of
cannel coal have been brought from that vi-

cinity which are fully equal to the best
Pennsylvania coal, 1Itis of a bright back
color, sohard and solid that it can be cut
and polished, and burns readily with a
clear yellow flame. This district has long
been noted for its iron ore, and with fuel
near by to rcauce the ore to merchantable
shape, a promisiog industry is sure to spring
up in the near future. The only drawback
18 the lack of limestone, Search has been
made for the wherewithal to make lime,
which is required to be used in rec ucing the
ore, but in vain. About forty squatters
are located in the vicinity of Medicine Hat.

The lowest temperature at Edmonton last
April was nine degrees above zero on the
3cd, the highest was 63° on the 18th.
Wheat was sown on the 13th. There was
a slight fall of snow ou the 16th, but there
was no rain whatever and no high winds,
In May the highest temperature was
seventy-two above zero, and the lowest on
the 8th, twenty-six above, The average for
the month was fifty-one above. Tie
highest wind was on the 10th, beinz forty-
two miles per hour, and the average for
the month was six miles per hour. Rain-
fall for the month. 1.16 inches. In June
the highest temperature was eighty-six
ah!:ma zero, and the lowest, on the 2l1st
t!nrty-_nme above, while the average was
fifty-eight. The highest wind was on the
12¢h, 12 miles per hour. Rain [all for the
month 3.75 inches. The weather through-
out.the month was simply superb, and the
growth astounding, In July the highest
temprature was 83 above zero, and -the low.
4 ) : for: the month 62
above. Highest wind on the 10th; 23 miles

_ *_hl;ltlt;‘.ﬂ for  the month, 8 2-3
miles. Rainfall 1.04 inches. . In Aagust the
highest temperature was 87 above zere, n%
vheJowest 45 above, average 59 above:
Highest windon the 18th, 27 miles:per houts
avﬁ for the month 43 miles, in'f
2.1§inches, The-ﬁnthirlégmcut&ntﬁ
1s _the first wheat outue 8th; both perw
fectly ripe, and before the evd of the monthi
almost all the grain was ripe' and the bulk:
of i'was cut. In Se ber ‘the highest'
temperatare was 79 above, and.

26 above, av A » :
on ﬁ&?ﬁ%h mi:l:: per“ hour, * 4 3
average for the month 3% miles, Rainfall
°0.66 inches and tbemsﬁ'lellf:ﬁ . $he jlast
.days of the month, 1}. The earlier of
;the month was fully as'good for grow dnd;
ing as ‘the four ‘former months,
about the 13th gho weather becsmy faer.
-and cool, and on'the’ dight of 'the’ }6h the
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a crusade 'nst th i icati
1 AL o aga bly. e rale of Intoxicating

| Thusit is inﬂah&bdfb'mggly*; rait and wat-

Afitstfrostof the season oceatred:
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The Rev. P Lesage has determined ‘oh |

s road of the Canada Atlauntic Railway

1 is ':IIEW gmdg “betweeit the _E;icl:g_leheu and

| the Seigniory line, with tha--e::eepﬁmy of

. &mﬂﬂ:blmed nurder has just
. fﬂl l =0i0 H m )

befnfe:; rt:in from Arthabaskaville. On

W ednesday night last, a respectable tarmer,

St. Norbert, Mr, Goyette,
iﬂ into the village to the mill and to the

station on business. Near the station, on
his return,'he met four men, Messrs. Chabot,
father and son, Brown and Blanchet. All
were slightly under the influence of liquor,
and words passed between them which
quickly led to blows. All at once the young-
er Chabot stepped up to Goyette, and, with
his knife, struck into the abdomen of his
victim and cut open the body upward to the
top of the stomach, inflicting a woupd from
which the bowels protruded, a.nd wh1-:_:_h
was'necessarly attended by almost immedi-
ate fatal results. After striking the fatal
blow, the murderer simply said : “”C(:me
along, father, I've given him enough.” All
the parties have been arrested and are now
carefully watched in the ﬁrthabaska.‘ gaol,
where they are counfined. The prisoners
“will betried at the next term of the Criminal

Court, in February.
MARITIME PROVINCES.

Owen Connolly, of Charlottetown, P. K.
1., has donated one hundred pairs of blank-
ets and sixty tons of coal to the poor cf that

city.
The product of the new woollen cloth

mills at Hopewell, N. S., is highly spoken
of, its admirers predicting extensive cale
for it throughout the Dominion.

Thelocal option law has been worked in
Pictou County to the extent of making 1t
difficult but not impossible to procure the

ardent.
SR ———-E

PEARLS OF TRUTH.

i

' 4

The only happiness in this world’s gift
that is really worth the having is the hap-
Einess which springs up, free and uasought,

y the wayside of duty.

Things that are to last require time for
building. And, when a man is living for
honor and glory and immortality, it takes
time for him to bring out the full fruitof
that wkichhe is seeking.

Flatterers are the worst kind of traitors,
for they will strengthen your imperfections,
encourage you in all evils, correct you in
nothing, but so shadow and paint your
follies and vices as you shall never, by their
will, discover good from evil or v:ce from
virtue,

There are certain times when a hearty
greeting, a word of cheer, a token of sym-
pathy, or a little friendly assistance are
most valuable and life-giving ; but let the
moment slip by and they are needed no
longer and lose all their virtue. How often
has the help that might bave saved the sick

and suffering arrived too latc to be of any
avail !

In all the pursuits of life we find that
those who achieve honor and distinction are
strong and self-reliant in their own powers,
exercise faith in their own ability, and carry
out plans conceived in their own brain.
Morse had faith in telegraph wires, and
Field in submarine cables, and to-day, in
consequence thereof, the lightning is har-
nessed to convey the news of the world to

every part of the inhabited globe within the
compass of a few hours.

Girls, if they intend to become useful
members of society and make good wives for
“honest men and true,” ought to be perfect-
ly acquainted with all kinds of domestic
work. They should know how things are
done. ‘“‘Knowledge is power,” and such
power renders a woman very independent in
this age of inferior servants. She may per-
haps never be required to use her know-
ledge in a practical way by performing
household work, butit is well to po sess the
knowledge.

MARRIAGE.—What should be sought, and
what is sought, as a rule, in a husband ora
wife, whose arbitrary conventional customs
and considerations of rank, wealth, aud po-
sition are not allowed to interfere, is not a
counterpart, but a complement—something
to supply a lack—the other self, which shall
round out one’s being, and form a perfect
symmetrical whole. As in music it is not
contagious notes which combine to form
chords, but those separated from each other
as a first and a third, or a third and a fiith -
s0 we produce domestic harmony by associ-
ating graduated differences,

BANTER.—Jesting should have #ts limits,
cven at home. Among brothers and s giers
‘a litt'e harmless banter is perfe~tly admiss-
able, and even perhaps desirable; butga
family whose membe:sare always Bnapping
at each otherin the styleat present approved
a3 clever, both i1 fiction and reality, can
scarcely be upheld as a model of courtesy at
home. Both among brothers and sisters
and busbands and wives, a great deal
of talk Fhmh betgum in chaff ends in rude-
ness. In soclety, conventional peli
sets certain limits to repariee, hnr.rl;‘glh attﬁ]::;sg
there are no such barriers, In private life,

when the more refined weapons of conversa.

tional dispute fail, the combatants are a
to resort to personal abuse. Wit iap:

dangerous weapon, and must be i
e i t used with

=i - il

Saskatchewan Rafl

Wam
Col. Sifrnat, Hon, L. Clark and R, Fuller,
ton, ﬂﬂt-'.IW' fromn Winnipeg
on Wednesday to.Prince Albert. on the
business of the South Saskatchewan .

|

| ments, Sheappeared presently, tlank

| ordinary dignified intercourse with

way. They have been fortuna  af
Ottawa to receive ‘the usnal lat:den:rgli: :E
6,400 acres per.mile to aid in the construe-
tion of the line, and the intention is to com-
mence operations at the western end next
?nng. Twenty ‘miles of line' from Prince

Ibert will reach the rivar, waeace steam.

boats can proceed from points lower down,

er rotute for the pedple of that town before
the closing of navigation i , . |
tlemen medtioned started vut with the i |

oacle will be th the'way’of the rapid ton:
strdction of this rallway. o is . ;
ingide of F%: isassertéd that

T

29 ’t refer to the stories
| €aol other.

LW oy

they tell about

tion of Barchasing & ightof Wy so Vit .

‘8aid Mrs. Bezambe to little Tommy %7

|

; jﬁﬂ'_ﬁlrﬁmciﬁﬁns ; ,

pial | ;w}dﬁmﬂﬁm me,” cnudligt .
; : dada fe " . - s :
g sapol oo st | W ?bungsbaf” But if you 2%,

| step into the next Room and

~sA Bugaboo once Crawled Dowd '.

T had been at dinner. Tlgy,
good fellows there. They WEI'E?! .
other good fellow who was goip, o
dined him, we wined him, Ty o)
protracted. It_ was a very ilatnp ti {
was & humid night, ighy

- And then, as the night g,
and ‘I;h_.ﬂk star-dials hinted of
thought me of home. Al }io,,
great thing to have a home. 7, k
in the French language there jq nﬁ Sy
home. Home, tweet home. "Tis o
hear the watch dog’s honest bark .y
that sort of thing. "l

But then sometimes yoy don't
home.

I didn’t want to go Lome,
afraid tostay away. So i,
my homeward route together,

When I reached my stately nane. |
missed the cab and reflected ‘w;fi”
condition to appear at the domecs:.

_ .... .
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But |
ka cah

estic |}

thatawful tribunal ? 1 determined g,
it over ; en reflechant, 1 took 4 walk ,
the block. *

I thﬂug’ﬂt I might pass THi my i
for heart disease, or so:uiething Ji,
Something sudden—something
Avpoplexy might do.

ut no. I smiled sadly and flactaig
Zulana krew me pre:ty well. Npey,.
familiar with the symptoms of my me
heart disease. :

I cautionsly unlatched tiic d0or, with g
little trouble. When withiy, ]
again. I think I see the cynicy
upon the face of some beardless iy
Ah, little reck ye, ye mateless oues_ g
no matter, o

When I entered the hallway |y coile
man stood before me. He was yyy
ugly lookicg customer in the g
But I soon saw that I had Dbeen pj..
It was only a most hideous suit ¢! Ja;
armor, which is the very apple ¢y
eye. A bright idea struck me, p
wouldn’t it do for me to do the yyp
gery of the defunct daimaio’ Thyg g
tred I would enter the chamber of 7y
I would surprise her. [ would the
plain. In the midst of the laught:
slight yet pleasant glow created by m;
joke, my latearrival and my hiccoush s
perhaps pass unnoticed, )

Happy thought.

I began the task of donuing the gry;
was lnnger and more ditlicult than [ g
ticipated. Howin the name ofalliy
infimamable those Japs ever get theiry
on without bursting a blood-vessel i
than I can guess.

However, at last I oot ints the thin
started up-stairs. 1 trod sas wently
could, but when 1 entered the chum
where Zulana lay enshrined, my bLelu;
vented me from seeing distinctly, I tuz
over an ottoman, and came to the flox
an awful crash,

I rose with much ditticulty. Byt
scarcely got upon iny feet when i
s:artled by the most awful, the mos
piercing, the most blood-curdling su
ever heard in my life.

It was Zulana,

Apparently the wife of my bosos:
failed to see the joke.

I advanced toward her ar d endeavae
explain, but she fled from betore me—
1n her garments of night tled she, l
ghost through the hallway.

I followed, entreating her to be .
But she only shrieked the louder.

When I reached the foot of the stair
had evidently fallen back for reid

(F "
g
! Li.],:_f,,

tt relate
'hurjr W
1ng the g
B on tﬂ]
e rowd
)a giving

the cook and the housemaid. But my
rival threw them into disorder, and thej!
back.

I made a short and impressive sps
from my post at the foot of the stainvay.
did it with as much digpity as was o]
ble with my raiment. I 1mplored then
be calm. Already a policeman waskm
ing at our portal. Finally | succeeds
quieting these insane creatures. ,

But I had a very long and elaborate
of explanations to make. First ¥
policeman. He wasfirmly couvincel 8
murder had been committed, and thili
body was secreted on the premises, [t
much time to remove this imnpression!
h1s mind, and to convince him thatmy
was a sleep-waker, and that I had bz
masquerade ball. Next the servanis.

e

_ s
tor Jace
Presids
sylums, |
.clmea
districts

e
] m

was much impaired by reason of myé

Last came Zulana. I will notdwel
on this painful scene. Suffize it to s
what I endured that night would have?
the early Christian martyrs think theil
tares were as naught in comparison. !
I thought of those whom Nero had ¢f
1n cil, kindled and used asa torchings!
cession, I laughed bitterly. ;

I am still of the opinion that my¥
scheme was an excellent one, aad thati?
in 1t all the elements of a side-splittidg;
With almost any other woman it wou?
succeeded perfectly.

i i e 4 Al
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Elopement..

The wife of Sir Francis MacNaught®
Coleraine, has eloped with a your3 !
ent for the Macartney estates. 3
ﬁn.cNau hten has several children. >
the daughter of Dr. William Howa®

Eulg, the well-knowh newspaper corr&”
ent.

,?Ezg
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The two hackmen who robbed Tex# *
ellers are evidently trying to raise ©_
enough to go to Niagara Falls, ¥
they can charge $1 per minute and I

[l

H

“‘So you have got twins at your h.ﬂurr

“Yes, ma’am, two of 'em.” .
‘¢ What are yon ]?Ei;g to call them:

‘ Thunder and Lightning.” 4

‘“ Why, those are tra.ngge names
children,” o
. Well, that is what pa called %
800n a# he heard they were in the D%
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¥

i o Ran away with a Child k0 " o
alvern previous been Detecte mf }

culiar to

Revenge upon & LIT;}J“ ‘

Giving ®° «

wWho have been Clats

Traditional Stiff about Santa
Denver Tridune.



