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petual celibacy, and which, when eaten by a
child under ten years of age, or admitted to
any but a robust and pork-proof stomach,
produces death in less thun three hours—
has nothing in commen with edible cake ex-
cept the name,

What was the cricinal purpose which
wedding cake was intend«d to serve ? This
is a question to which no satisfactory answer
¢on be found in any literature. The *‘ Ka-
levala ” speaks of **‘ the fatal wedding cake
of Siva,” butit does not throw any light
upou the subject which Siva had in view in
its distribution. The learned Sanchoniathon
describes as *‘ the boldest of the Pheenicians”
a soldier who ‘*delighted in the roar of the
lion, and feared neither wedding cake, nor
deadly serpents, nor the wrath of kings.”
The fatal nature of wedding cake is alluded
to by a score of ancient authors, but they
never seem to have thought it rpecessary to
explain why so deadly a substance was sent
to the friends of newly married ccuples.

There is a custom prevailing among the
inhabitants of the Sandeman lslands which
may throw a little iight upon the civilized
use of wedding cake. When a pative girl,
whose exceptional beauty has brought her
many suitors, is knocked down with a club
ard carried off by her accepted lcver, the
wodded pair within forty-eight hcurs of the
wedding send a cup of poison disi ed from
the hula-hula-tree to each and every one of
the bride's former admirers. If any recipi-
ent feels that he cannot become reconciled
to the marriage, he drinks the poison and
dies : but if he decides that he will survive
the loss of his intended wife, he throws
away the poison, and feels bound in honor
never to show the slightest sign of disap-
pointment. By this admirable system the
husband is spared the pangs of jealousy,
and isable to live on friendly terms with

the surviving admirers of his wife, It 1s

strange that the custom of sending wed-
ding poison to unsuccessful suitors has ney-
er spread beyond ths Sandeman Islands,
but, as every one knows, each tribe or na-
tion of Polynesians has its own peculiar
customs, which are cherished with the ut-
most care as badges of independence.

Now it is quite possible that wedding
cake was in its orivin precisel; analogous to
the wedding poison of the Sandeman Isl-
anders. It may hkave hkeen more swiftly
fatal in prehistoric times than it i1s at pre-
sent, and it may have been used solely with
the view of securing newly married people
in the possession of undisturbed happinese.
At present it fails t6 accomplish this pur-
pose because no one ever dreanis ot eating
it.  Of course an occasional child surrepti-
tiously devours wedding cake and perishes
.ziserably, justas occasional and entirely
incomprehensible ¢hitdren luncn on eorro-
sive sublimate, or drink with apparentrelisn
quantities of sulphuric acid. 3o, too, in
rare iInstances, determined suicides have
compassed their nefa.ious end with the

Skobeleff’s videttes were never caugat nap-
ping. His knowledge of tie details of mili-
tary duty was universal—eveu to sounding
all the bugle calls. An illustration cf the
discipline of his corps occurs to me. 1 had
been talking with him cf military breech-
loaders and discussing the merits of the var-
ious systems. Taking .a ‘ Berdan,” with
which the troops were latierly armed, from
a soldier, he undid the breech and leck and
explained the mechanism with the precision
of a gunsmith. Returning the rifle to the
soldier, he turzed, and walking uE to asentry
a few paces dictant, he said, ‘' L2t me see
your rifle ”—extending his hand as he spoke.
The man saluted and replied, *‘I cannot,
your excellency.” *‘But I want to see if 13
is clean, persisted the general. ‘‘I cannot,

your Excellency,” again said the sentry, as |

firm as a rock. Skobeleff emiled, pulled his
ears, and walked on., I asked an explana-
tion, whereupon he sald thatarue ol war
with him was that no sentry on duty was on
any account to give up possession of hisarms—
not even to the Czar himself. ¢ But,” said
I, “ suppose the sentry had given up his ri-
fle when you were seemingly so serious in
asking it. What then?” ¢ He would have
been shot,” quietly repliel the General,
“for disobedieac> to orders in th2 time of
war.— The Iortnightly Review.
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Ttilizing Grass

Grass is the cream of the soil.. Every ele
merctin this composition has beendrawn from
the soil ; and if that grass were returned, as
it should be, to the bungry land, every leaf
and stem would add to the productivene-s
of the seed-bed. Yet a great many peopls
who supervise the management of lawns and
gardens direct every green thing in the form
of grass to be cast on the beaten track of the
highway, as if such plant-growth, if allowel
to decay where 1t grew, would exert a perai-
cious influence on the fertility of the land.

There is no better fertilizer for lawns than
the grass which the lawn-mower cuts down.
The mown grass should never be raked nff
the lawn. If allowed to remain where it
grew, every spear and stem will soon set-
tie around the live roots of the growing her-
bage, where it wili decay, and thus provide
excellent pabulum for the roots that pro-
duced a crop. If the grass and weeds must
ke removed, let all such a-ccumlations be
spread neatly around the vines of straw-
ber ies, or near the bushes of blackkerries
orcucrants. If weeds and grass be collected
in a pile, during hot and dry weather, every
root and stem will sosn die.

All the grass, weeds, ard grass-roots that
can be collect:d tozather, shou'd bz utilized
for the purpose of mulching growing plants.
Decayed giass wiil make rich land, und will
keep the surface of the s2il mellow. Don’t

allow grass to be wasted.—American Gar-
den.
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ive, and which he resists for years, only to
be overwhelmed by some unforeseen and
tempting chance. It is }Jr{mnuuced by some
specialists to be a pu:ely nervous disturb-
ance, and is akin to that feeling waich ner-
vous and restless people experience when,
confined too long, they are tempted to throw
a chair at the head of somebody, who is dis-
turbing them by talking, humming, whist-
ling, drumming wit 1 the fingers, or 1n some
ther way irritating iriitable nerves.

A writer in the New York 7'imes tells of
oae victim of this mania who lately confess-
ed to Dr. Beard or Dr. Hammond that he
came very near killing his gardener. They
had no dispute, but the mun was at work in
the garden when his employer passed him.
A spade that was lying near he picked up,
intending to brain the gardener the moment
he turned his back. Luckily the gardener
did not de so,and tne feeling passing off he
escaped the danger. About a year agoa
woman in Jersey City killed five or six of
her children and then tried to commit sui-
cide, but failed. lv is seldom, says Dr.
Spitzka, another specialist, that these vic-
tims of melancholy ake a fiendish delight
in these crimes. Their gloom and despair
create compassion for those that they imagine
must, like themse.ves, be viectims of this dark
temper, and tiiey seek to put an end to the
imaginary sufticring. :

The worst phase of this tragedy isits pub-
licity. 'Those sunilarly atfected will read,
hear and talk of it ; will compare with their
own sympathies cnd experiznces, and be
tempted to imitate 1t. 1t not untrequently
happens that such prominent events are fol-
lowed by an epidemic or *“‘carnival ”—to
use a much-abused word—cf sui ides and
murder.
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Two Ghogt Sterics.

Ghost stories, which have suffered an
eclipse for some time, appear to be undergo-
ing arevival. Here is one that is entitied
to credence if any are. Itis usually ony
only servants or ignorant persoans who see
ghosts, but inthis case theapparition was seen

- by two persons simultanecusly, both of them

possessed more thin common vigor of mind.

President Tyler had a sister who was
reckoned one of the most gifted women of
her day. She was the namesake of Patrick
Henry and the pet of Jeferson. She lived
with her father, Gov. Tyler, at Greenway,
in Charles City country, Va. One night,
while sleeping in the Lel with a cousin, a
young woman of her own age, she awoke
an:d saw her mother, who had been dead for
soms months, sitting in the window seat.
It wasa bright night in summer, and under
the window was the bed of a younger sister
who was an infant at the time of her
mother’s death. The apparition leaned
over the ¢*iid and gazed intentlyon it. Miss
Tyler remembered to have heard that
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form to the spelling. But ‘‘clurk” is no more
the true sound than ¢ clark ;” the true sound
is “‘clairk,” lize French *‘clerc,” and a
Scotsman would surely sound it so.
“‘Clark” and ‘‘clurk” are both mere approx-
imations to the French sound, and *‘clark’
is the older and surely the most natural ap-
proximation, The truth is that we cannot
sound ““clerk” as it is spelled ; thatis we
cannot give the e befure 7 the same sound
that ‘we give it when it is followed
by any other consonant. We cannot
sound ¢ in ‘‘clerk” exactly as we sound
e in * tent.” This applies to a crowd
of words, some of Teutonic, some of La,t_m
origin, in which the epelling is e, but in
which the sound has, jnst asin *‘clerk,”
fluctuated bitween a and w. The old people
at Philade phia who said ““‘clark ” also said
“‘marchant.” And quite rightly, for they
had on their side botn older English usage
and, in this case, the French spell ng itseif.
The sound *‘murchant” has come in, both
in England and in Ainerica, by exactly the
same proc2es as that by which the sinud
““clurk” has come in America, but not in
England.

Rothschild’'s Start.

Rothschild was the taird s, of 2 baker |

at F.ankfort. **‘There was not,” he =aid,
““room enough for us all in the city. I dealt
in English goods. One great trader came
there who had the marker all t5 himse!f ; he
was qmite the great man, and did us a favor

if he sold us the gooids. Somehow I offended |

him, and he refused to show us his patterns.
This was on Tuesday. I=sail to my father,

‘I will go to England,” Icould speak noth- :
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zation of land as a remeuy.
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pally for the Brazils) for ifty repes

ing but German. On Thursday I atarted.

goods were. Assoon as I got to Manches-
ter I laid out all my money, things were s9
cheap, and made good protit. 1 soon found
that there were three profits—on the raw
material, the dyeing and the manufacturing.
I said to the manufacturers: ‘1 wiil supply
you with the material, and you supply me
with the manufactured goods.” So I got
three profits instead of one, and I could sell
goods cheapcr than anybody. In a very
short time I increased my £20,000 to more
than £100,000,.

the salary being $163,600. S
The nearer I got to Eagland “the cheaper | from Paris on the 20th ot nex:
i will remain absent 133 days.
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“‘ My success all turned ¢n one maxim. I
said I ca: do what another man can, and so
I am a match for the man with the patterns,
and all therest of them. Ancther advantage

Mr. Waddy considered the disesu
of the Scotch Caurch not a pressi..
while Mr, Renton favored
tablishment.
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Iha.d-_~I was an off-hand man; I made a
bargain at oace. When I settled in London
the East India Company had £800,000 of
gold to seil. I went to the sale and bought :I
all. I knew the Duke of We'lington must
have it to pay hisarmy in the Peninsula. I
had bought a great many of his bills at a
discount. The government sent to me and
said they must have 1t. When they got it
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