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Claims Fictitious Names
On Fort William Payroll

Discover Many
Padding Cases

TORONTO (CP) — Fictitious names appeared on the

payrolls in the Fort William division.of the highways de-
partment during the last two or three years, Charles A.

1
‘, testified Wednesday,
'f Mr. Robeins, called before the

b

" 'mittee investigating alleged irreg-

+ ularities in the highways depart

= ment, sald at least 70 cases of
payroll padding and other “minor*’
irregularities were discovered by
' his Investigators. They
day laborers working on malinten-

ance projects in the northwestern
division,

Before he could answer a ques-

Hon put by Albert Wren (Lib.-
: Lab.—Kenora) as to the amount
| of money involved, commitiee

| chalrman Kelso Roberts (PC—

¢ Toronto Bt, Patrick) suggested Mr

Robeing not give a reply as it

mizght affect any proposed court
tion,

Mr, Wren agreed. I just wanted
o get on record that there were
aregulanrities.” he sald

Mr. Robeins sald that {n the de-
parumental stal!f of from 4000 o
3,000 men “there 4 always a per-

4 Ccentage of those who cause some

trouble.”
EXPLAINS PROCEDURE

W, A. Clarke, acting clile! en
gincer of the deparimert, n ex-
plaining the procedure followed in
ne suing of contracts, sald the
division engineer can make minor
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changes in the coptracts hHmael!
but i the changes involve sev.

pair School Claim Petrov =iz &5 2o =

Mr., Wren asked Y the changes
oy e division engineer could in
Yo.ve Up W B 000 Mr Carge salid
D¢ was Dot ceraln, Under further
Questioning oF Mr. Wren, the act.
ng clle! engineer sald the &

VLD engineer Coull change by

:' Ontario legisiature’'s select com-

involved

' Rdbeins, chief engineer of maintenance in the department

‘10 to 15 per cent a miscaleulation
in & contract.

“The chief engineer's job &
mainly administrative, He has o
depend on persons lower i the
department to make those de-
cisions."

Mr. Wren sald the division en-
gineer then was the "sole ardl
trator’’ between the contractor and
the department. “Is that good?”
"he asked.

' "We have to trust these men.”
replied Mr. Clarke, "“The depart-
ment can’t check everything.”

WITHIN 10 PER CENT

The acting chief engineer sald
that contractas et In 1952 which
amounted o approximately 88.-
000 000 and which now have been
completed, were within 10 per cent
of the original estimate. “Bome
projects were over-run by 50 per
cent bul the over4all ia about 10
per cemt.”

Mr. Roteris, replying 0 & Ques-
Uon put by Mr. Wren, sald the
‘rommities nas e power 0 exam-
ne the books of nine construction
firns selzed by provincial police
W recent weeks,

The commiles adlourned afler
whe oneday session uptfl May 17
wten & will receive the report of
J. D. Woods and Gordon Limited,
appointed last Jangary to Invéeti.
gate hs organization and admis.
stration of the highways depart.
etk

Mr. Poberis indicated that o8
that Ume the ocommitiee would
RO reguiar sittings., ¢

Duncan Gordon, member of he
consuiving Hrm, sald the report
‘Please turn Lo Page 2, No. 3)

Port Arthur's Cobalt Bomb
To Be Installed Next Week
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