The option to buy the Er-
land Lee Homestead, Edge-
mont, was picked up by the
Federated Women’s Insti-
futes of Ontario Thursday
June 15. The FWIO raised
the necessary $40,000 and
now are the possessors of
the 99-year old home of Er-
land Lee, a co-founder of the
Women's Institutes in Stoney
Creek.

Plans are to move the
FWIO head office {o the
Homestead from its Toronto
peation and keep it open
year-round,

—

white frame house which
was the home of the Iee
family for six generations.
The Homestead is located on
Ridge Road near Tapley-
town, and about two miles
irom King Street Rast in
Stoney Creek via the New
Mountain Road which winds
up Hamilton’s mountain.
James Lee, of British sol-
dier lineage, huilt a log cab-
in on the site when he and
his family arrived with the
United Empire Loyalists
from Maryland, U.S.A. in
1792. Several of the furnish-

cut virgin pine on the pro-
perty and built some of the
furniture, one piece being a
seven-foot china cabinet
made with wooden  pegs in-
stead of nails,

The Crown Deed was pre-
sented to John and Mary
Lee on their wedding day in
1801, John built the back

part of the frame house in
the same year.

Abram, son of John Lee,
planned the present home at
the top of Lee Mountain on
FEdgemont Farm in 1860 and
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WIO bought Lee Homestead

neatly-clipped cedar hedges,
the large trees and trimmed
lawns enhance the beauty of
this vintage home. Abram’s
freasured diaries reveal in-
teresting information of the
progress of the locality,
A lad named Moore, as a
ld-year-old carpenter ap-
préntice, hand-carved from
the home grown lumber the
verge boards running along

the gables and front porch.

His original pattern resem-
bles a paper chain of maple
leaves, It took him all one

.

—— T — —

summer fto do the intricate
and artistic carving which is
admired by viewers of the
house,

Erland Lee, grandson of
John Lee, and Janet Chish-
olm ILee, with their five
children were the fourth ge-
neration to occupy the
Homestead, When the Farm-
ers’ Institute of South Went-
worth was formed in 1884
he was one of the charter
meémbers. Through the
yvears he served as secre-
tary - treasurer and presi-
dent.

The Farmers’ Institutes
were formed for the purpose
of disseminating information
in regard to agriculture and
for the development of loecal
talent. Mr, Lee was a promi-
nent, public-spirited, broad-
minded farmer of Saltfleet
Township and followed
mixed  farming on the 100-
acre property,

It was through the efforts
of Mr. and Mrs. Erland Lee
and Adelaide Hunter Hood-
less that the first Women'’s

Institute was formed. It was
0n the walnut dining taple in
this home that the original
Constitution of the organiza-
SO ey paned® By s,
Lee. The table remains a

treasured piece of furniture
w e home.,

Frank, younger =on of Er-
. % land, and Mrs., I.ee with
- e § o > . their two daughters carried
o F e . on the {raditions of the
ey S S AR R In due time

S i e . =  Homestead,
e e much of the property was
sold for residences and now

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FIRST WOMEN’S INSTITUTE WAS
SIGNED ON THIS TABLE IN THE ERLAND LEE HOME. it consists of 2.9 acres and
| : e e el 2 e el also contains a five-room

tenant house and a storage
barn.

On May 28, 1961, a memor-
ial plaque on a rugged gran-
ite boulder in front of the
lee Homestead was un-
veiled:

ings and flowering plants he
brought with him can still
be foungd in the home and on
the lawns. There is antique
glass, classic racing prints,
and other treasures and out-
side, yellow roses, tiger lil-
1€8, Myrtle, Sweet Mary and
a lovely Snowball bush. He

the front part was built in
1873. Abram tore down the
original back part. The
white house is of Gothic ar-
chitecture with the boards
placed upright and the joins
covered with battens, It has
green shutters and hand-
carved verge boards, The

Edgemon{ i1s nestled
among stately pines, on the
proposed extension of the
seenic drive from Niagara
along the escarpment over-
looking Stoney Creek and
Hamilton with the blue of
Lake Onfario beyond, It is a
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Lywnville Women’s Institute

Twelvé ~women attended
the organization meeting for
Lynnville Women’s Institute

\ SAY 11 Wit LY

in June, 1911 . . ., Member-
ship steadily increased with In Memory of
a 1939 peak of 54 , . . One of ERLAND LEE and

his wife JANET
who pioneered the first
Women’s Imstitute
(now world-wide)
at Stoney Creek, Feb, 19, 1897 ||

their earliest purchases was
a $25 vacuum cleaner to be
passed around for members
use . . . Im 1930 the branch
started opening a bank ac-
count for each new baby in

Say "Happy Day"

o the area .
With Flowers =
The branch petitioned the
e Ontario government to pass <
Frﬂm NICG' legislation for a health plan :‘:
to serve all citizens . . . \
For that special Barn dances raised funds for

\

war purposes during the

oceasion — birthday, Second World War,

anniversary or other

I/

Delhi Women’s Instituie

T memorable event — In the early years of Delhi
5 - Women’s Institute, ‘organ-
B S -,: there’s no better way ized in January, 1908, school
{8 children were given garden
seeds and in the fall a show
was held with prizes award-
ed for gardening efforts . . .
In 1926 a room in Norfolk
General Hospital was {fur-
nished with funds raised
from a day-long celebration
. «» . An additional 210 mem-
bers were gained as a result
of a contest in 1927 and mo-
ney was raised to sponsor
free eye examinations for
publie school children . . . In
1950 the branch started the
distribution of TB seals in
the community and still do
80,

g Lo remember someone

/

) I

s 7 you love than a
mixed bouquet of
fresh fragrant flowers.

Plenty of Free Parking — Bus Stop at Door
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Renton WI

The Renton WI was organ-
ized in March of 1936, with
17 charter members . . . The
branch organized a Blue
Cross Hospitalization group
in 1946 with 15 members .
several members were pre-
sent at the Canada Day of
the ACWW in 1953.
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
Greenhouses and Garden Centre
846 Colborne S$i. E. Dial 752-3142
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De J ong’s

Lynden Road — 214 Miles East of Towers

Open Daily 9 am, to 9 P.an,
Saturday to 6 p.n,
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and to commemorate their

home with table on which

the Constitution was drawn
up.

Erected by the Distriet of
south Wentworth Women's
Institute.

Through the efforts of the
Federated Women’s Insti-
tufes of Ontarip an historic
plague was unveiled and
dedicated at the Homestead
by the Historic Sites Board
of Ontario on October 1,
1967,

For many years it had
béen the hope of the Ontario
Women’s Institutes that the
Lee Homestead could be
bought to become an archive
for past minutes books of
the branches, districts and
aréas and other treasured
documents and artifacts of

‘the organization,

An option was taken by
the provineialboard of
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Where you will find o hoftom selaatiomn of

ladies’ and men's ready to wear.

Boawns
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Market St. at Nelson

FWIO in October 1969, on
the property on Lot 17 Con-
cession 4, Township of Salt-
fleet, south side of Ridge
Road. Besides the house
with attached garage, tenant
house and barn on the scenic
property, the dining room
table with leather uphol-
stered dining chairs, a large
sideboard, desk built in the
dining room bay window,
and the floor- to ceiling pine
cupboard were all included
in the option.

The older part of the
house still has the original
hardware — ornate iron
latches and hinges.

Thus for the 75th anniver-
sary of the Women’s Insti-
tutes the purchase "of the
Lee Homestead preserved
one of the most beautiful
vintage homes in Ontario for

-4 useful and permanent pur-
pose,

SHOP DAILY 9:30-6; THURS. and FRI. 'TIL 9
“CHARGE IT” ON YOUR CREDIFIER

Their Founding

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

ong’s
Makers of Fine Furniture
Wish to congratulate the Federated

- Women's Institute of Canada

on the 75th Anniversary of

for those who appreciate
fine furniture
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Dial 647.3742 Toll Free
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